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the farmer a little bit of comfort. at 


a 


I object to those who, accepting the com- 
- forts of the city, attribute the ills of 
“ society to the fact that other persons 
seek the pleasures which they themselves 
enjoy. The honorable member 
Bourke (Mr. Anstey) has accurately de- 
scribed the causes whith draw men from 
the country to the city, They are not 
tobe overcome by any such proposal as 
that now before us. The future of the 

- dwellers: in cities is to be secured by 

improving sanitation, abolishing slums, 
and making the cities 
that. the physique of — their 
‘may be as gocd as that of the young men 
whom we sent to the war. Ii co-opera- 
tion. isto suereed, the soldier must ‘be 
able to decide where he will foliow the 
industry that he chooses; he cannot be 
compelled to practise: at only i in the coun- 

} try towns. | ! 
_ Amendment bedi ce at 
| Resolved— 





hat amendment No. 30 Gia to. by the 


‘Senate be not insisted upon, but that, as an 
alternative amendment, the following clause 
, De inserted in the Bill:— 


ae “474. —(1.) The nine shall, sub- 

i ject. to the approval of the Minister, have 
- power to assist soldiers by way of loan 
to the extent of £1 for £1 contributed by 






es them in cash or war bonds for the purpose 
. of establishing industries on a co-operative. - 


- basis, such industrits to include the manu- 
: facture of boots, woollen goods, and cloth- 
ae tanning, wool scouring, fellnongering 

(and kindred industries) , “sawmilling, and 
other enterprises. 
tee ees) Se be regulations may prescribe 
the | conditions upon which any loan 
granted in pursuance of ‘this section ‘shall 
Po ae repayable.” BN eae by 


Resolution reported ; ‘report navoed. 


“SUGAR PURCHASE BILL, . 


ei Siemens appropriation 
bes 


“HOUR OF MEETING. 
Moe: (by Sir Josnen oon) by 


By leave, agreed Boe ea iss 


fe “Thet, ‘the Texaco, at its rising, 
ie until: 2. ie ~~ n. to-morrow. 








a May, “1920. a 


ape  Mibudtes Niels oa ° 


Orper or Busrnxss 


- HECTOR LAMOND.Nof but 


for 


habitable, so 
people 


ply of petrol for their pumping ma. 


, matter, 


‘of the Government to the congestion in 


_In my opinion the congestion ought to be 
‘relieved by the appointment, of additional | 


‘action. 


-avyear.or two with oad wages than th 


aaj ourn 
: stances, we can wera! blame those 


Adjournment. 





















ADJOURNMENT. 


Prrror Super Ss 
FOR Wurst Queeystanp—Anbrrnart 





ares 


al tal 


That the House do now adjourn, 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra)  [10. 21]. : 
would like to know what business will b 
taken to-morrow if the Prime Ministe 
(Mr. Hughes) is unable to’ move the 
second reading of the Oil Agreement | Bil? 


\Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [10. 29 
——-On Friday last I brought under th 
notice of the Ministry the necessity fo 
providing contractors and men on th 
land in Western Queensland with a sup 


chinery.» Has anything been done 1 in re ae: 
gard to the matter? a 
‘Sir Josupn Coox.—I do not remember | 
the honorable member mentioning this. 
but I promise to give it every 
consideration. r. : 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Mawarra) 
[10.23].—I desire to direct the attention 





the Arbitration Court. A statement has 
















‘been presented to honorable mem- : . 
bers detailing forty-two cases stil” : 
to be heard “by the Court, although — . on 


some of them were initiated as far . 
back as 1918. This matter is entirely _ 
apart from the phase of the question — 
mentioned this afternoon by the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes): relative to the 
amendment of the Act, which will have 
to be seriously considered by the House. 


Justices, or perhaps, if some of the other 
Justices could take a few of the cases, it 
might enable the unions to get their cases 
heard. It is no wonder there is indus- 
trial unrest, seeing that those who wisl 
to comply with the industrial law are pres 
vented from getting a decision, : 


Mr. Jamus Pace. ee encourages ia 


pip 


man who disobeys it. In the cireu 





Adjournment. 






hands rather than have these delays 
forced upon them. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin). 
110. 94].—I would like to know whether 
the Government intend to proceed with 
- the Judiciary Bill before the adjourn-— 
ment, because it is my intention to move 
ea SOE: the insertion of the clause extending 
_ the moratorium for twelve months. This 
ig rather a pressing matter throughout 
- Australia, and if it is not the intention 
or the: Government to bring forward the 
_ Judiciary Bill I shall have to adopt some 
_ other means of achieving the .same_ ob- 
Wo qecty: iok 
: Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Min- 
ister for the Navy) [10.25].—I. under- 
stand that a contingent notice of motion 
has been given covering the Judiciary 
Bill, but I cannot understand what 
affinity there is between that measure and 
the moratorium. | 








Mr. McWrtiiams.—We can get ib in. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I think the 
question of relevancy will arise, and if I 
were in the honorable member’s place I 
would adopt some other course than that 
which he now proposes. 


fe I agree that something will need to be 
done soon to relieve the industrial arbi- 
‘tration congestion, or we had better give 
up the ghost. The. fundamental basic 
reason for these delays is that we have 
-. not an arbitration Court, -but. a law 
Court. Instead of the Court giving de- 





cisions by and large, and adjudging what | 


is a fair thing as between arbitrators, 
matters are argued as if lives were at 
stake. Something will need to be done 
to simplify the procedure and enable 
eases to be dealt with much more speedily. 
. The Government are not losing sight of 
_ the congestion, and I hope something will 
_ soon be done to try to relieve it. I 


i understand the main trouble is they we . 


have not enough Justices to undertake the 

work, and if the Court is to continue, I 
_ dare say it will be necessary to pee ated 
- some more. 








My example of Queensland, and appoint a 
| Tayman as. President of the ae 
Court. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. —One of the most 


Tee successful arbitrators we have had 
oe i Australia was a layman who presided 
, over a, aaa in Newcastle. 


{ 





é inden to eign the tae into ‘their own 


Parliament? @ 


Mr. McWitutams.—Let us follow the. 





















"The first ates! — 
moving of the second © ; 
_ Agreement Bill, and #l ; 
to get one or two rather pressing financial 
Bills through. Unless we get some ap- 
propriation soon we shall not have 
enough money in the till for the roc 
ot war and old-age pemsions. = 
Question resolved in the affirmative. — his 
House aan ot 10, 28 P- yey 


1 ; th ” 
& ‘\s Vat oe) 
ae } iW 4 


, Senate. 


*» 


Wednesday, 5 May, LIG0 1) Ly 


The Poe (Senstor the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and aoe 
RUAyer se os ae hag 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. a: 
“Report OF Ewine Comarss1on. . 


# Senator FOULL.-_T ask ole Leader 1s 
the Government in the Senate if the Go- 
vernment have yet received the repo 
from Mr. Justice Ewing on the admini 
tration of the Northern Territory, and 
if so, when it will be made available to 





Senator MILLEN. Poli Was asi | 
question on this subject last week, an 
stated then that so far as I knew the. re 
port had not then been received. I find 
that it oa ate re received at. ee 


when it will be rail for ane 
but I shall endeavour to inform a : 


information to the Senate later on. 


REPATRIATION. 


triation Decmiecnie is. not ae 
Port Darwin, and that. variou 
soldiers; married and single, wh ) a 

















a 


nr 


. correct. 


e I think it is one that sh on- 
sidered by the Department, as the publi- 
-eation of such a statement is likely to do 





are practically stranded. | 


HTN ae 


win to represent the Repatriation eae 
ment and look after their interests? 
Metiator MILLEN. 29 did: not: notice 
Whe statement, and therefore hesitate to 
~ deal definitely with it.. If the honorable 
senator infers from the newspaper para- 
graph that no steps have been taken to 
secure to returned soldiers in the 
Northern Territory the benefits of the 
Repatriation Act, the inference is in- 
“There are. officials in the 
Northern Territory, and steps have 
already been taken to secure to returned 
soldiers there the benefits of Re- 


patriation. 


Senator Baxuar.—t do not assert that 
the newspaper statement is correct, but 
should be con- 


a ereat deal of harm. © 
‘Senator MILLEN? eT hat is 
correct. Steps have already been taken, 
and: have been in operation for some time 
‘to theet emergency cases. 
plete system is being developed: there 
through representatives of the Govern- 
ment in the Northern Territory. | 

Senator Sina T yn the 3rd March 
question Reletive! to the amount and 
value of land made available for returned 
men. I have not yet received an answer 
to that question, and should. like to know 
whether the Minister is now in possession 
of the information? 

Senator MILLEN een I remember 
rightly, the honorable senator was in- 
formed that the information would be col- 
lected and made available as soon as 
obtained. 
shall endeavour to ascertain what pro- 
gress has been made in collecting the 
desired. information. 


DEFENCE FORCE. 


Be Puente or DuntTROoN ene. 


Senator GRAN T.—On behalf of Sena- 


tor. Gardiner, ‘and at his request, I ask 


the Minister. for Defence if he can now 
supply information in answer to a ques- 
tion asked by Senator Gardiner in con- 
ee the i issue of an ede dealing 





to noe thenetits He the repatriation i, 

‘They 

éi ving in expensive hotels, and it is 
ass rted that there is no one ait Port Dar- 


Imperial Force head-quarters overseas. 


‘quite: 


A more com- 


That. promise still holds. I ’ 













BS onbtos Gardiner stated in the pel 
on the 22nd April that he was under 
impression that an order had been issued 
to prevent graduates of the Royal Mili 

tary College advancing beyond the rank 
of major, L gave an assurance that 
Government was unaware of maar: of 


issued by the sailors anthorities. | 
now, in a position to state that no 











la It is Gade ctioa however. 
that an order somewhat of the nature 
indicated was issued by the Australan. 


This order, I am informed, was to the — 
effect that the college oraduates should 
not normally be recommended for regi- 
mental command, but should be given as 


‘wide an experience of all duties as was’ 
practicable, with a view to their value as 


fuiure officers of the Department. being 
enhanced. Without commenting upon 
this order, I wish to say that the Govern-- 
ment did not authorize or know of it, 


‘IT have not yet been able to obtain 


a copy of the order, and before 
further search can be ade. it will) 
be necessary to await the return al 
the overseas records. All of these are . 
now on the way to Australia, of 69 ~ 
packed ready for transport. When the 
exact terms of the order are ascertained, 
a further statement will be made. : 














PAPERS. 


The following papers were prentn ide — of 
Convention revising the General Act — of 
Berlin, 26th February, 1885, and the 
General Act and Declaration of Brussels, 
2nd July, 1890, signed at Saint- Germain: 
en-Laye, 10th September, TST: a ae 
Arbitration (Publie Service) Act. 2 dee Of 
the Commonwealth Court: of Conciliation 
and Arbitration, and other documents, | in 
connexion with awards or variations — of 
awards in the following cases:—-: 9 0) 
Arms Explosives and. “Munition 
Federation of Australia. Pe Bot 
March, 1920.) NF 
Australian Commanwenteh ‘Post. atv 
Telegraph Association and the Cove 
-monwealth Postmasters’ Assoc iias 
(Dated 9th April, 1920.) eae i 
usbialaan Commonwealth Post ane 
Telegraph Officers Association. a 
9th April, 1920.) 





“Defence 





Sink Geisaiadeay enlea Public Service 
: pee Association. 

* (Dated 30th March, 1920.) 

yt <Dated. 9th April, 1920.) 


(Dated 9th April, 1920.) 

AV lee Postal Electricians Union: 
_ (Dated Ist March, 1920.) } 
| (Dated 9th April, 1920.) — 
Australian Postal’ Linesmen’s. 

© (Dated 9th April, 1920.) 
ya Commonwealth General Division Tele- 


hone Officers Association. (Dated 
‘) Oth. April, 1920.) 
ie Commonwealth Public Service Artisans | 
Association. (Dated 9th April, 1920.) 
Commonwealth Public Service Clerical’ 
Association: (Dated 9th ied 1920— 
two cases. ), 


- Commonwealth Temporary Clerks: en 
ciation. (Dated 9th April, 1920.) 
Federated Public Service Assistants As-, 
sociation of Australia. (Dated’ Oth 
April, 1920—three cases. ) 


Trade and Customs Department. of 
Australia. (Dated 9th April, 1920.) 
Line Inspectors Association—Common- 

wealth of Australia. (Dated 9th 
April; 1920.) 
Meat. Inspectors Association—Common- 
wealth Public Service. (Dated 9th 
mic ile April, F920;) 
tos Pou Postal Sorters 





Union. : 


of Australia. 
(Dated 9th April, 1920.) 


















Rules 1920, Nos. 57, 59, 
Lands Acquisition Act—Land ‘acquired at 


| purposess 

' Papua-—Ordinance No. 1 of 1920—BLand. 
Public Service Act—Appointment of J. I. 
ennne din atts of Trade and Customs. 


toe WAR GRATUITY AOT. 
ad reported, . 


a ‘ DEFEN CE DEPARTMENT. 
CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION - ALLEGED 


| Murrrary Crroue: Tuz Laren Gunzrat 
_Bripces. 





Minister for Repatriation) [3.14] py 


lative to some remarks 


by Senator 
based upon statements alleged to have 
been made by Mr. Kelly, formerly the 
honorable member for Wentworth, con- 


Bridges from his tour of inspection in 
Queensland and the Northern Territory 
just prior to the outbreak of the war. 
This matter is one primarily affecting 
the Defence Department, but honorable 
senators will meoollers, that, at the time 





Australian Letter Carriers Association. 
_ there may be no mistake as to wiiat: Mr 


Union. | 


~ Was the man marked out by ability and office 


‘the Saturday before the war broke out, unde 


mission. 


: General Division Officers. Union of ihe 


Ft is quite clear‘ that that + was the i impres 


SF Audit Act—Regulations amended—Statutory 


North Preston, Victoria—For Repatriation | 


series of facts which entirely dispose 


Mr. Kelly's eee) 


- orders to proceed to Port Darwin to repo 
Senator MILLEN (New Sule Wales— B 3 
From this statement there can be o 


leave )—I desire to make a statement re- one inference, namely, 


Gardiner on the last sitting day, and 


part at the very time when a crisis ~ 
about to break upon the world, a1 


cerning the recall of the late General | 


spector- -General, 
was no. ene. to issue 


: bigniae he should. sani 







































eS mn Gveke as te 


' Kelly, and repeated by Se mt 


I was the Minister’ ing 
in ‘touch wal what. ae é 


Kelly is alleged to’ have said, I shall read 
a copy of the press report of his ae “ee 
statement, made in Sydney. ae is 
follows :— * 

When the war broke out, Gienakean Bridges 





for the command of the Australian Army. 
yet I found him accidentally in Brisbane o 


orders to proceed to Port Darwin ‘on a. “triv: 
“I took it on myself to order him t 
return to Melbourne, and acquainted my col 
league, the Minister for Defence, of my 
action. But for that accidental meeting the 
man who afterwards organized our gtorio 
First Division, Which set the standard that 
enabled the five to make Australia famous, 
would have ideapaewieaiae at ‘the very o1 
set of the war. Fe 


sion gained, and probably intended to b 
imparted, by the statement made 
Kelly, Valea aah ete pouine. 





ee 


The pee : be 4 


4 


eRe to oe Kelly’ 8 semarks— 


Piss of all I ison a Le pele to ae 
that” allegation, but | 1 Aicupek ane 
he accidentally ae ey ae 01 


Saturday, Ist August, and says: 
General Bridges. told we that he was. 





* 


the military defences of that port. 





that some m 
influence had been at work. to spiri 
General Bridges away to some outlandi sh 


trust that the press, which were ra 
careful to star this allegation, will g 





equal prominence to the facts I am about | 
to relate, pee nee Sa ae 
The it General Pardee 


and 








i ake ne own age oad inspec- 
and to go where he pleased. On 
1 17th June, long before the war clouds 

gathered on the horizon, General Bridges 
had ‘prepared an- itinerary of an extended 


tour which he contemplated throughout | 


- Queensland, and he informed the Secre- 


tary for Defence, whose assent, of course, 


was not necessary, of his ce tanian ra 
may here add that I had a conversation 


with the late General Bridges before he. 


undertook this tour. ‘At that time he 


had» just vacated his position at Dun-- 


Strom ‘Military College, and he told me 
that he felé a little run down, and wanted 
a holiday. He also stated that if “he 
pow, the holiday then, there would be’such 
an accumulation of work in front of him 
- wpon-his return that it would not be pos- 

| ee for him, later on, to pay his contem- 
_ plated visit toythe northern State. 
~sfore he suggested that he might kill two 


here ‘with the one stone; that is. to say, - 
wd to the northern State would 
Ree y give him the rest he needed, and . 


vhe would also be able to ‘earry out his 
- official duties in Queensland, and after- 
-wards discharge his inspectoral duties in 
the more populous southern States. 
“Apart from that, General Bridges him- 
self shaped his own course, and left Mel- 
bourne of his,own volition, and in pur- 


‘suance of his plans on the 23rd J ulyes oe 


may here point to another matter, which 
at the. time appeared. trivial, but. which, 
in view of Mr. *Kelly’s statements, Shake 
be noted. 

i wal Bridges left Melbourne on. the 28rd 
‘July, and the then Prime Minister 
(Sir. Joseph Cook), whose presence 
* ph aes «. Seat 
critical ‘yaneture should be surely as 
urgently necessary as that of any other 
man in the community, left Melbourne 
on the 28th July for a rather extended 
country tour in this Stafe in connexion 
as with the elections then pending. I sub- 
~ mit that if the Prime Minister, with all 
the. information available to him as to 
the probable course of events, deemed it 
safe to leave Melbourne on the 28th J uly,- 
there was nothing remarkable in the fact 


‘ 


* that the Tnspector-General of the Com- ~ 


-monwealth: Defence Forces leaving this 
same city five days earlier. The Prime 
Minister's departure on ie 28th July 


-_ certainly — that, i fae one ite 


mee 
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was not assumed that what was 15 transpir- 
ing in Europe would have such a tragi¢ 
effect. upon the world. So-much for the — 
circumstances 
Bridges went away.’ Mr. Kelly declares. 
that be’ met) him accidentally, and that 
but for that meeting the late oe 


‘These 
cease. Mr. 
a member. of the 
myself were the only two Ministare 
in Sydney at the time. 
His Excellency the Governor-General was 
also there, and when the first cables that 
indicated the trouble which was then — 
commencing in Europe came to hand, Mr. — 
Kelly and myself were the only two ‘Min 
isters in touch with His Excellency. We 
therefore had an opportunity of perusing 
the messages. 
Kelly knew what was transpiring even 
before the 
therefore Mr. Kelly cannot claim to have 
been in ignorance of ‘the facts. 
eables did not, until the very last moment, 
suggest to my mind or to the minds of 
others the view that, matters were any- 
thing like as serious as they eventually 
proved to be. 
forty-eight hours that developments pro- 

eeeded with dramatic rapidity, which 

landed us in that great catastrophe from 
whieh we have just emerged. 
proof of this is to be found in the fact 
that Mr. Kelly, who was a member of the * 
‘Ministry, left ‘Sydney to speak in Bris- 
bane on the Friday before the outbreak 
of war. . 
moment that a member of the ‘Govern- 4 
ment would have left Sydney at thattime 
if he had thought that the whole world, 


There-. 


.As I’have said, the lane Gene-— 


‘of Government. at a 


» Mr. Kelly’s departure “ee Sydney is) 
further evidence of the fact that he shared 
my views and the views of others that 
this was a matter that wou!d eventually 
be smoothed away by diplomatic means. 
The night Mr. Kelly left Sydney for Bris- 
bane, the then Minister for the Navy was” 
speaking in the Colac district; in_ ‘this, 
State. 
more closely in touch with the Governor- ie 
General because I was in Sydney, but it 
cannot reasonably be assumed that Mri 
Kelly would have left Sydney or the Min->~ 
ister for the Navy, whose head-quarter i 
were in Melbourne, 


LRA te MAN ye) 
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i -\ Department. 











under .which General 




















are the ainiple facts of the — 
Kelly, who was then 
Government, and 


It happened that 


In all probability Mr. 
then Prime Minister, and 


Those 4) 


It was not until the last 


Further) — 


Would any one believe for a - 





was on the verge of -a great eruption ? 


Tt must be admitted tat L was 


would have been’ 


US 
LOY 





MA WENT 
‘ A} 


i abnent resin the Seat of : Government, if 


they did not hold the belief that this was 


a matter that would be satisfactorily ad- 
justed at an early date. Moreover, the first 
‘member of the Naval Board undoubtedly 
knew what was transpiring. As a matter 


of fact, even for the short time I was in 
- eharge of the Naval Department, I was 


ie able to learn that the Naval authorities 
often received their information before 
the Government, because they were in 
receipt of news over various wireless sys- 
_ tems connected with the different branches 
of the Imverial services. TI believe the 

_ Naval authorities received notification of 
-the actual declaration of war by Great 


Britain before it reached the Government 


in the ordinary way. The first member 
- of the Naval Board, with the know- 
ledge that he must undoubtedly have pos- 


sessed, left Melbourne for Brisbane on the 


28th July; and to suggest that General 
- Bridges was sidetracked to some. out- 
dandish place when he had arranged his 
own itinerary on the 17th of the previous 
month, is unreasonable. The first mem- 
- ber of the Naval’ Board deomed it safe to 

go to Brisbane as late as the 28th July, a 

_ few days before war burst upon us. 

ft come now to the question of one or 


two allegations in Mr. Kelly’s statement 


In the letter read to the Senate that I 
can dispose of. Ii has been said that 
General Bridges was under orders to pro- 


ty 





--moilitia defences of, that port. I have 
already informed the Senate that no one 
_ had authority to give orders of that char- 
acter to General Bridges. Mr. Kelly 
states, “I happened to meet him’ on the 
Saturday, and his ship was to sail that 
-morning.” He goes on to say, “ At any 
_ rate, the: spike recalling General Bridges 















Jeft Brisbane.” I direct attention to 


said that the ship was to sail on the 
Saturday, and that my wire recalling 
him would not have reached him until 
the ship had sailed. I ean di ispose of 
that by reading General alana s wire of 
the 30th— 


-. Please inform Minister of my programme, 
- and that I leave Brisbane for Thursday 
@ Island Monday, 3rd. inst. 


It was not on the Saturday, as ie Kelly’ 


alleges. ©) These two eh ater a vital 
_ Senator ue len, : 


Bet Sara ay uit ae oh ees i eae 





- ceed to Port Darwin to report on the 


/.two points in Mr. Kelly’s statement. He. 










have er is on ‘dh files of the Depart- 
ment, and clearly disposes of Mr. K Kelly’s 
contention that any telegram sent by me 
as Minister, but for his action, would 
have been too late. Mr. Kelly has stated, 


quite correctly, that he sent me a tele- a 


k it was necessary to ‘ae some _precat 


“was. despatched after the vessel which © 
the General was instructed to catch had | 





movements, and suggesting that I should — 


his 


increasing gravity I wired as follows :— ; 


ment with the Post and Telegrap 


‘Bridges discretionary. power to. retum 






































gram, informing me of General Bridges’ 


recall him. I have already referred. the 
Senate. to te cables that were received — 
from the Imperial authorities, suggesting — 
that the matter was not as grave as it 
proved to be, or that immediate action — 
was. necessary. Remembering — how 
General Bridges, in conyersation with 
me, stressed thie. importance of making ae 
trip at that juncture, or not at ‘all, it 
seemed to me that it was undesirable to 
act with undue precipitation and recall. 
the’ General, as it might have proved to 
have been a mare’s nest,-and have upset 
arrangements — “without any corre- 
sponding good restilting. ‘I sent General oh 
Bridges a telegram not to leave Brisbane, 
as I was anxious to see what later cables 
disclosed. When later messages indi- 
cated that. matters were developing with 


Wish - you return Melbourne immediate 
Inquire if I am in Py diay when © pass: 
through. 


That was despatched) by special arrange 


Department, early on Sunday. morn 
ing, Im consequence ‘of the news— re- 
ceived on Saturday — night. It 
possible ‘somé may say that Be 


the first cable was received from England 


in view of what me Bridges” ‘tol 
me, and that he had made a two day 
start, it appeared to. me, as well as to 
others, that matters were not serious 
I therefore did-not see any harm in» 
laying for a period of. twenty-four hour 
the sending of a Taeseee ie on 
to head-quarters, Cae 
Senator Baxywap. — ad Genes 
he thought it necessary? — 
. Senator MILLEN.— Yes. Mr. K lly 
has alleged that General Bridges was 
under orders to proceed. to Port Da 


and I think I have already stiecess iH wis 
Lay: of that. eRe 


This 


curi 







le 





ridges: ane | his own | itinerary, 
showing his movements from the time he 
_ Te t: Melbourne until his return, there is 
no mention whatever of Port Darwin; 


fs and the whole programme was made out 


until the 27th August, on which date he 
_ was to be back in Moieine. 


statement of the General; but I cannot 
think for one moment that he ever made 
such a statement, It is conceivable that 
Mr. Kelly has misunderstood what he 
has been told, because- I cannot under- 


’ stand General Bridges—having prepared 


»his: itinerary from the 23rd July to the 
27th August—making such a statement. 


He had no intention of visiting Port. | 


Darwin, and it is to me inconceivable that 
he ever suggested anything about going 
eat at the time. 

‘Senator Nuwranp.—He could not have 
"gst there and back in the time. 

‘Senator MILLEN—That is another 
‘point which the honorable senator’s local 
‘knowledge suggests to him. I mentioned 


xa little while‘ago that the presence of the 


then Prime Minister at the Seat of Go- 
“yvernment was more important than that 
of any other individual. It was not until 
the Saturday—it might have been late on 


Friday night, when the Prime Minister 


was touring the State—speaking. from 
memory, I think it was Saturday morn- 
ing, that I wired the Prime Minister 


strongly recommending jthat he should 


cancel all appointments and come im- 
mediately to Melbourne. After consul- 
tation with the Governor-General, that 
gentleman also decided to return to Mel- 
bourne, leaving Sydney on Sunday night. 
It was more important to recall the Prime 


' Minister even than General Bridges, and _ 


action. in both cases Was taken simultane- 


| ously. 


Mr. ‘Kelly kes teeueies to some 
clique down at the Defence ‘Depart- 
ment, a clique which he suggests consists 
of senior officers who apparently will so 
work matters that only seniority counts, 
and merit ig pushed on one side. It is 


rather extraordinary to me that Mr. 
Kelly should have made that statement, 
when he knew as well as I do who was 
advising me in Sydney. It was not the 


senior officer down here that I called to 
ah aid when these cables began to come 
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Mr. Kelly 
i that his remarks \are based on a 


General are in the Defence Department at the a 


we officer I sent ee: and who came ‘ 


x Department. | 





over, was quite a junior—a major, Ee 
think.  To- day he is General White, © ee 
do not know whether any one will suggest — 
that any malign clique was influencing 
me, but, at any rate, it did not influence — 
me to. call the senior officer to me there, 
I venture to say that no one at this junc 
ture will question the wisdom of. calling 
General White to advise me at the time 
refer to. I. regret very much that. Mr. 
Kelly, a personal friend of my own, as 
most honorable senators here know, and. a 
long political associate, has seen fit to take \ 
the responsibility of making these state- 
ments, but as they are inaccurate in cer- 
tain particulars and impossible of accept- a 
ance in others J can only think that on 
this occasion Mr. Kelly has allowed a 
known animus to certain auhorities of the 
Defence Department, and particularly to 









my colleague, the Minister for De 
fenee (Senator Pearce), to influence 
him. He has all along made that” 


animus so clear that I. can only con- 


‘elude that in this particular matter, with- 


out any regard to the public interests or 
fairness to the individuals concerned, he 
has allowed that animus to outrun his 
discretion. 


DEFENCE DEPARTMENT. 
Masor-GrnERALS: NUMBER AND SALARY. 


Senator GARDINER asked the Min- 
ister for Defence, wpon notice— \ 

1. How many officers of the rank of Major- 
General were in the Australian Forces in 1914? 

2. What was the amount of salary seen to 
them— 
(a) individually ; 

(b) collectively? : 
3. How many oificers of the rank of Major- 


present time? Cae 
4, What is the amount of salary ie to ie 
them—' - Se 
‘(a) individually; 
(b) collectively? 


Senator PEARCE. — The anamets ; 


ale a 
1, None in Australian Military Forces, but 
one in Australian Imperial Force. 
2. £1,500, and field allowance of 16s. per doy 
payable from war loan. 
3. Four. 
4, (a) From Defence funds— 
Two at £1,500 each. aay ee | 
One at £1,050. Beene 
From war loau— — TA 
One at £1,200. é Be Ne 
(bd). £5,250. Rate 









al 


The War. Ne 


Of the three a from ‘Woieenne Hinde. the > b i) i 
~ two ‘at £1,500 are paid at rates fixed for posi- » corded to the men who enlisted for home, 
vice, the niunition and war workers, the mer- — 


tions — irrespective of the rank of the holder of 
the position. The positions in question are, 


 Inspector-General, and Chief of the General 


Nee ‘Staif, and the same rates were payable ign 
—)) to 1914. 


The position paid at £1,200 from war loan 


‘ ‘wail ‘be vacated in June, ‘the holder transferring 


NG ‘to one of the two positions the fixed rate for 






which is £1,500. The present holder of this 
- latter position transfers to one at a fixed rate 


of £1,200, at present held by a Colonel Sonic 
nak Ma jor General). 


ms 


THE WAR. : 
REcoGNITION OF SERVICES: 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 


Minister for’ Defence) [3.25|—(By 
leave).—I move— 


\ What the thanks of the Senate be accorded 


to the officers, warrant officers, petty officers, | 


and men of the Royal Australian Navy for 
their heroic services during four years of war 


in the guardianship of Australia and her com- 


+ 


merece from the attacks of a lawless foe, for 
their unceasing vigilance in the patrol of many 


_ seas, for their. courage and skill in safely con- . 
-voying their soldier comrades to the main . 
theatres of operations, 
- eo-operation with the Grand Fleet of the Em... 


and for their efficient: 


pire. 


' That the thanks of the Senate be accorded 
to the officers, warrant officers, N.C.O.’s 


and. 


8, 


men of the Australian Imperial Force for their 


unrivalled courage and efficiency, their cheer- 
. ful endurance of unexampled hardships, 


and 
their magnificent achievements throughout 
four years “of strenuous effort, with their com- 
rades of the other pertions of the British Em- 


pire, in upholding the cause of human liberty. 
. “That the thanks of the Senate be accorded 
_ to the officers, non-commissioned officers, 


and 


men of the Australian Air Force for their 


brilliant, daring, and conspicuous services Over 








“to. the 


| “sea and land. 


“That the iene of the Senate be accorded 


to the members of the Australian Army Medi- 
eal Corps for the skilful discharge, of their » 
humane office, and for the unprecedented. suc- 


cess which attended their unremitting labours 


“to preserve the armed ‘Forces of Australia 


4 


from the ravages of disease, an 


That the flanks of. the Senate be see 
women of the medical and other 
auxiliary services for their, devotion in tending 


the sick and wounded and for other duties 
- faithfully and bravely discharged. 

. That the thanks of the Senate-be accorded ~ 
_ to the fathers, mothers, wives, and sisters of 
Australia’s sailors and soldiers, for their de-~ 
sf votion, their service, and their ‘sacrifices, 


That the Senate records its deep .apprecia- 


tion of the efforts and. gifts -of the women, 


men, and children of Australia, for the miti-, 
gation of the hardships endured by sailors and 


a soldiers, and for the alleviation of the suffer- 
(ur wick of the, sick and bape he 


_Isena1 


Forces, and the Citizen Forces called up. for | aie 


ee submit this motion, as eh rome of 
‘Senator Millen, whose right it would be, | 


but the time will come when some of % 


. minds; and I think it will be well that in 


‘prior to its actyal outbreak, viz.,.on. 3rd 


when. desired. 









That. the Go of ve Se 


eantile matine, the~ Royal Naval Auxiliary 
Garrison Artillery work. 

That the Senate’ ee ee woth: deep My 
reverence a submission ‘the heroism of. those a 
who have fallen in the serPice of their gar x 


try, and tenders its profound _sympathy to ag 


their relatives in the hour of their sorrow no an 


their pride. — Aan . ass 

That the foregoing resolutions be conveyed — ae 
to the officers, men, and others referred to 
therein, ‘ Aen 





as Leader of the. Senate, to submit it him-. 
self. With his charatteristic. regard — 
for others, he has been good enough to me 
say that, as I had during the war tha i 
stress of the Ministerial office which I 
now hold, he thought I skeuld move the _ 

motion. T wislt to express my apprecia- 
tion of his action in that regard. ~ 1 aly. 
pose to take the opportunity of, placing — 
upon record in the official reports of Par- _ 
liament the doings of the Australian 
Navy and Army and the Auxiliary Forces — 
during the war. To-day, most of what Li 
shall have to say is familiar to. alleof us, 































“these, events will fade from people’s 


the records of the National Parliament 
there should -be -embodied, in concrete 
form, the story of the mavellous work 
done by Australia in the war through the 
medium of its fighting forces. on land, es 
sea, and in the air... 

Senator Suawwon. ty should be ae 
alsa for the sake of the rising generatio mn. 

Senator PEARCE. —I think’ so, to 
If some of what I shall have to say seem 
tedious, I ask honorable senators to re- 
mein ber’ my motive one oe it pe 
record. ie 

Upon the imminence of “war b 
tween Great Britain and Germany, but 





August, 1914, the . Commonwealth G am “ 
dona inese in’ the oven oe war to plata” 
the vessels of the Australian/Navy und 
the control of the British Admiral 
‘On 10th August ( 
having meanwhile been declared | on 4t 
August), all vessels and all officers 
seamen of the aia ne yage | 


Sh 3 wad 


PR ae 









] orees ; for the ‘period of the war. 
ips in commission on the outbreak 
ar were—Australia, battle cruiser; 
Melbourne, Encounter, . light 
r isers ; Pioneer, small cruiser; destroy- 
3 ” Parramatta, Yarra, Warrego; sub- 
marines ‘AH and. AE. Later in the 

: war the light cruiser Brisbane and des- 
troyers Swan, Huon, and Torrens were 
added to the Fleet, alsg the small cruiser 
Psyche, ‘the. ‘sloop Fantome, and the 
sloop Una, late German Eomet. 2 
Just prior to the outbreak of the war, 

j vers Australian Fleet unit was on the 
Queensland coast. On the danger of war 





_ becoming apparent, the Fleet was re- 
_ called to Sydney to coal and refit. On 
“ Ist August, the Sydney, Yarra, and 





— Warrego left Sydney for Thursday 
 Tsland, followed: a few days later-by, the 
| Australia, Encounter, and Parramatta. 


known that the German 
squadron was somewhere in the Pacific. 


vid, In pe British style a Australian’ Fleet. 


went ’ Vout to meet. The German 


squadron - ‘then in our Le was no mean 


opponent to face. The Ginersenaw and 
- Seharnhorst were both armoured eruisers 
armed with 8-inch guns, possessed of con- 
siderable steaming power, 
subsequently — shown’’in the fight off 
- Coronel, they were a formidable ‘fleet 
toy engage. Later 
ade a plucky raid right into the’ enemy 
~ harbor of Simpsonhafen, New Britain, 
but found no ships there. The enemy 
: ships were heard of later, in September, 
off Samoa. The fleet, ‘under Admiral 
Patey, — ‘continued to search for the 
enemy, but before finding it,- jwas ‘re- 
called to convoy transports—the, aa 
Yealand expedition to Samoa, and ° 
Australian expedition to New Guinea. 
The Melbourne was sent to destroy the 
wireless station at Nauru. Later, 
combined—Naval and Military Force of 
1,500 men was landed’ in German New 
Guinea. 
ment, was occupied: without opposition, 
but in attacking the wireless station at, 
- Kakabaul, some miles inland, resistance: 
was met with, and, one officer and three 
men were wounded. 





_ Komet was’ captured. 
About the 
Gemma ay 


Samoa. Tied usiralio was. oe the - 


seas ve The convoying of ex- 


‘ 


ee 


2s 


alt i i on : ie , io Ha 
[5 May, 1920.) 





: peditions was teed, ‘which left Ree 
Australia free to sweep the Germans out 


/she was unfortunate enough to be mai 
collision which prevented her from taking 


vestigate, and the result was the total 
and as was” 


on, the ‘destroyers — 
the 


“man mereantile shipping, which was sub- 
‘authority, was kept in port by that Fleet, ‘ 
= Sydney took part. 


ai» 


Rabaul, the Seat of Govern- 


was during these 
operations that cholbenaan official ee 
to. Hast Africa, and from early m 1910 
to August, 1916, she was acting with the 











"Phe War Vet a 


of the Pacific. The Germans knew she 
was chasing them, for, after the battle 
at Falkland Islands, the diary of a Ger- 
man officer was found, recording that the 
German ‘commander was afraid of meet 
ing the Australia, and shaped his course 
accordingly. From Cape Horn, the 
Australia’ went to Great Britain. > bos 
join; the Grand Fleet, and in January 
1915, (°° arrived. °° 1m English waters, 
Jt was- all through ite bad “luck. 
of the Australia to do the hard work | 
without. sharing in the actual fight- 
ing. Just before the battle of Jutland, 


her share in that historic fight. re 
While the Australia was pursuing the 
Germans in the Pacific, the Melbourne 
and Sydney, with British and Japanese 
cruisers, left Albany with.the Australian .— 
and New Zealand Expeditionary, Forces — 
for Egypt. On the way, to Colombo, a_ 
wireless was received from Cocos \Island 
that a foreign warship was approaching | 
the station. This afterwards proved to 
be the Hinden. The Sydney went to in- 





destruction of the Emden. After safely nae 


‘delivering. convoy in Egypt, the Mei- 
bourne and Sydney went to the Mediter- 


ranean, and were finally ordered to join _ 
British North Atlantic squadron ~~. 
cruising up and down the coast of North 
America. It must ever be remembered 
to the credit of the British Atlantic — 
Fleet that the enormous quantity of Ger-— 


















sequently captured by the United’ States 


and in that work the 


Melbourne pk 


They reached American wate at. the: oe 
of 1914, and remained there until the 
middle of 1916. When they reached 
British waters, in June, ‘1916, they be- 
came part of the Grand Fleet. ‘ther took 
no part in any naval action, but engaged 
on light cruiser duty in the North Sea, 

At the beginning of the war the small 
cruiser Pioneer was sent to patrol the 
Indian Ocean trade routes off Fremantle, 
At the end of 1914 she was called. away 






East African squadron in various opera-_ 
tions, such as Ave panning, cay 





































‘East een (By eee of prs 
African towns, and (c) the destruction of 
the German cruiser Konigsberg 
‘Rufigi River. ‘‘ Strangely enough, the 
Pioneer, obsolete and too light for any- 





thing but minor work, has been the most 


actively engaged vessel of the Australian 
fleet. She-returned to se entnnae in 1916 
and was paid off.” 

Among the dese conspicuous ee of 
the Royal Australian Navy during the 


war may ‘be mentioned—(a) exploration 


of German New Guinea waters; @) pa- 
trolling the Australian. coast; (c) de- 
spatch to Singapore to work with 
the China squadron in patrolling the 


‘waters of the Malay Archipelago and the 


2 Bay of Bengal, looking for likely raiders 
and illicit traders. 


ing submarines in the Mediterranean. 


On the outbreak of war we had two 
- submarines of the ‘‘ EK” class. The AHZ 
joined in the expedition to Rabaul and 
was lost in those waters. The 422 had a 
‘more satisfactory career. 
_ the first submarines to go up the Dar- 
_ danelles under German mine-fields, but, 
oe probably early in May, 1915, she was 
sunk in the Sea of Marmora. 


“With the exception of the Sydney- 
Aden fight and the Pioneer’s operations, 


the work done by our fighting ships has - 


been the hard and unexciting work of 
patrolling the sea routes. But the re- 
cord has been one of which Australians 
- might justly feel proud. — 


From 30th July, 1914, ‘to 3 18t econ 
ber, 1914, the ships of the Royal Austra- 
‘lian Navy, on the aggregate, steamed up- 
wards of 100,000 miles, and ‘to enable 
them to do this, it was necessary to con- 
‘vey over great ‘distances of ocean 76 000 
‘ tons of coal and 12,000 tons of oil. 


It is worthy of note that not 
‘a port in Australia was attacked. On 
the other hand, German vessels aggregat- 
ing 104,730 ‘tons were interned, and 
eleven ships, aggregating 12,000 tons, 
were captured. 
warships left the. Pacific or the Australian 


waters, they were supplied with fuel, 


‘stores, food and clothing for the men 


and ammunition from Australia. The 
Navy Department has.also supplied every 
transport that has left Australia with all 


the stores and provisions needed for the . 


outward voyage. 
Senator Pearce. 
ae eectn Vata 





in the | 


Since June, 1917, all. 
the six destroyers were engaged in hunt- 


She was one of : 


Until the a aration 








— About 2,000 of the Auxili 
Poros (Royal Australias 

were mobilized for va: 
comprised Ney 

(a) Examination Services _ | at de-. 

fended ports (8) ; i ih 

(0) Guards at docks, — ol tanks, i 

wharfs, andeshipss 05 08 

(ce) Port war signalling stations, 4. ie, hy 

at each defended port, and 

war signal stations around the 

coast ; oe it : 

@ Took part, in the naval aay 

military expedition to, New 


Guinea ; 5) . 
(e) Assisted in manning patrol ves-_ 
sels. mi i 


“The mercantile marine rendered nee 
valuable service in— ‘ 
(a) Manning transports and cargo” 
vessels ; Be ue $l 

- (6) Manning trawlers ‘(mine- — 
sweepers) and patrol vessels; 

(c) Used—especially deck and en- 
gineer oflicers—to supplement 

crews of ships of war. 


Coming to the military side, it was 
early in August, 1914, that the Com- 
monwealth notified Great Britain of its— 
readiness, in the event of war, to de 
spatch. an expeditionary force of 20,000 
men.of any suggested composition to any 
destination, desired by the Home Govern- 
menb, the cost of despatch and main- 
tenance to be borne by the Common- 
wealth. During the war Australia en- 
listed in the Australian Imperial Force 
and Australian Naval and Military Ex 
peditionary Force for service albroa 
416,809, and em bar (329 SBP of all 


_ber remaining in can ‘in Audra 
the Seite of the armistice was 7 44 


Fee ay one cnonnteal Bion, and por 
‘tion of the Australian. and New Zealan 
mounted division. There were also raise 
and despatched special ‘technical units 
such as flying squadrons, railway units, 
mechanical transport, tunnelling com 
panies, siege brigades, and various | 
ministrative and training depots and f 
mations. A wireless squadron was also 
maintained for service, in Mesopotamia. 

_ A small expeditionary force was raised 
and maintained for capturing, and su 
quently administering, the German _ 
sessions at New Guinea. The maxi 

number of this force was 7 762, 0 









till’ pee A ares etouee 
for guards, for the forts, for hos- 
, and embarkation duties, &c., has 
he Sele at ar average of about 





ie wf 
are ‘as Nes eae 


_. Number of Australian Tape Pore 
sain who died whilst on active ser- 
a‘ vice, including killed in action , 
te anid ‘deaths owing to wounds and 
~ disease, 2,804 officers, 56,404 
other ranks; total 59, 258, 
Number of wounds received by mem- 
‘bers cf the Australian Imperial 
Force whilst on active service, 
Nae L04  officersy *\Lo9 711 
Bey, ranks ; total 166,815. 
“Number of decorations awarded to 
nase members of the Australian Im- 
(-perial Force, exclusive of men- 
Leyes tioned in despatches, but in- 
_ {eluding Australian Naval and 
i Military Expeditionary Force 
i awards, 19,582. 
ty ene of nurses who saw service in 
ont) @alonika, »si0o. HAE ge 
RasdN umber ag nurses who saw service in 
_ Nunobes of Ny al and. Military Ex- 
- peditionary Force who~ died 
Lae whilst on active service, inelud- 
an aero" ing killed in action, and deaths 
sewing to wounds and disease, 5 









+ awarded. to members of the Aus- 
te tralian Imperial iForee) Cas 
HO shown, above); 9.) 
As soon-as the possibility ae fh Aus- 

ies Imperial Force being engaged in 

active operations irose, it was deemed de- 
sirable that a base should be formed. The 
base for the Australian Imperial Force 
was established in Oairo on 13th Janu- 
ary, 1915, and continued there until after 
the evacuation of Gallipoli, when the in- 

fantry divisions of the Australian Im- 

perial Force were transferred to France. 

The base was then moved to England, the 

administrative portion being located in 

London; the training portion on Salisbury 

Plain, with headquarters at Tidworth. A 

small base was left in Cairo to function 

for the mounted troops. | 


On the date the Armistice was. s signed, 
ie “the distribution of the Australian Im- | 


cea Hones was loupe as ‘fol 
lows :— 


tles in which the Australian Imperial 
Horce took part. 


tioned that in view of the magnitude ape 
the operations, the numbers of men en-— 
caged, and the ferocity of the conflict, a 
number of engagements omitted from hee 
list were of such a character that in the 
account of any previous war they would | 
be referred to as primary battles. 


other ' 


_ officers 31 other ranks; total, 
[Decorutions, included with those 








France ond Belgium 
England 
Egypt, Mesopotamia, &e. 














I have here a list of the principal bat: 


When I use the term 


“»rincipal battles,” it should be men- 


ies n Nat 


PRINCIPAL BATTZES IN WHICH AUSTRALIAN _ 
Troops Havre Leas PART aarti 


In Gallipolt 1915— 

Landing at Anzac, 25th aes 
Krithia, Sth May. 
Turkish Attack, 19th May, 

Lone Pine, 6th. August. 

Sari Bair, 6th- 31st August. 
Evacuation from Gallipoli, 20th December.. 
In France, 1916— 
Fromelles (sometimes called Fleurbaix or 
Laventie), 19th-20th July. : Hots 
_ Pozieres, Mouquet Farm, 23rd July-6th = © 
September. ais ie 
Flers, 5th-14th November. o felis 
1917— 
Ligny, 27th February. 
Bapaume, 17th March. 

Somme Campaign— 

Oapture of Boursies, 10th April. 
Capture of Hermies, 10th April. 
Capture of Dermicourt, 10th April. 
Riencourt, llth April. BPs 
Hindecourt, lith April. ne 
Beaumetz, Noreuil, Doignes. 
Lagnicourt, 15th April. 
Bullecourt, 3rd-l0th May. 
Messines, 6th-13th June, 

Ypres— 

Ypres, 24th August. 

Polygon Wood, “20th September. 

Broodseinde ad Passchendaele, 
tober. 

1918— ee 
Dernancourt, 28th March. 
Aubercourt, 29th March. 
Hazebrouck, 13th April. 

Villers Bretonneux, 23rd-24th April. 
Morlancourt (Ville- sur-Ancre), 19th Ma. 
and 10th June. 4 
Battle of Amiens, 8th-12th Aust) (bri 
liant and predominating part taken by 
Canadian and Australian Corps in thi 
battle). Rae Mid 
Battle of Bapaume— 
1. Passage River Ancre aad Capture 
Albert, 21st August. 

2, Somme Front (Chuignolles), Ist ee 
sc osnehaal 















4th Oc- 












3, Bray-sur- -Somme, Ube Hepbeniaies 
4, Mont St. Quentin, 30th-3lst August. 

6. Capture of Peronne, lst September, , 

- . Battles of Havrincourt and Kpehy, . 12th- 

+ {8th September. 


Battle of Cambrai, 27th September: us 


Shy COCLOUEI. 
. Beaurevoir, 3rd-4th October, a 
-Montbrahain, 5th October. 
‘oe Palestine, 1916— a 
Katia, May. — a 
- Ogtatina, 17th August. 
-Maghdaba, 23rd December, 
ot | 
Rafa, 7th-8th January. 
| Gaza, 23rd-29th March and.19th-22nd April, 
Beersheba, November. 
Jerusalem, 9th December. 
1918— _. 
Jericho, 22nd February. “ 
| Amman Raid, 22nd March. 
_ Attack on Amman, 26th-3lst March. 
-Choraniyeh Bridgehead, 10th-12th April. 
Bs Salt and Wadi HI ‘@byad, 30th April- 
Ist» May. 
- Abu Tel-ul, 14th July. 
Jenin, 20th September. 
Nablus, 21st “September. - 
Capture of Amman, 25th September. 
Capture of Tiberias, 25th September. 
Katana and Damascus, 30th suum lst 
October. 





be ue may be of intexest to know that dur- 
ing the war, from June, 1916, over 
9,000,000 rounds” of artillery qtigniion 


were ined in these actions by the ae 


~ tralian Imperial Force. 
cL _ The origin and development of eh hue 
_ tralian Air Force (Flying Corps) forms 
a most interesting and thrilling story, but 
time does not permit me to dwell. at 
length on this feature of the Australian. - 
\ex ten Force. 
ever, must be given on this oceasion— 


1 Approximate numbers in Australian Fly- 


ing Corps— | 
Officers lake ag Sa DOO 
Other ranks 2100 


2. Enemy machines brought- “down, 528— 
France.—Destroyed, 247; driven down and 
down out of control, 198; total, 445. = 
_ Palestine—Destroyed, 30;' driven down and 
down. out of control, ‘KS total, 83. 
: Enemy Kite Balloons— | 
Wi France, destroyed, 32. 
my j ie Number of. our own Pilots. and Observers | 
his ‘OS ——. 
France mi iled,.59 ; wounded, 455 prisoners, 
We 
_ Palestine .—Killed, 20; wounded, 23° 
. prisoners, 12) eT 
| ueetand Total.-Killed,} 79; wounded, 685 
i tri la 30; 
4, Decorations Awarded—A total of 165. 








Oey addition to the personnel of ‘the 
Reeth a. Flying Corps it must be re- 
penne. Pearce, | 





: y Kas he \y i 





~— sonnel. MN tae 


A few details, how-: 


Rohe Sy 


large number of members of the | 
lian Imperial Force (as well as a A arbers ~ 
of civilians who Went to England direct — ie 
from Australia) joined the Royal Air = ; 
Foree and the Royal. ‘Naval Air. Force, f 
(Imperial). .These, in the majority of — 
cases, pertvruied most Valuable work, and 
many gained special distinction. It is, ee 
a noteworthy fact that almost invariably 
where Australians were in Imperial Fly- 4 ‘ 
ing Units, they were soimet Blying Ret AS 


1 should also mention, as hachors Ni 
which go to make up the story of the Aus- = 
tralian Army, the efforts of ‘those con- 9 
cerned in the provision, cooking, — and | 
serving of food, and the spirit in which | 
the troops accepted—in camp and on ship- — 
board—conditions of dietary so different — 
from those to which they were accus- 
_tomed at home. 
Mention should also, be made. of ye 
splendid services rendered by the ships’ - 
‘stafls under dangerous and trying condi- iy 
tions, and the manner in which the troops. ° ing 
adapted themselves to the necessarily con- — ey 
fined conditions on board ship. _ “9 : 
{ might be allowed to say here thay. 
there were three incidents in this war of 
which Australia should ever be proud,. ‘be- 
cause the conduct of Australian soldiers 
on those occasions rivalled that of the 
soldiers who went down with the Birken- 
head. 1 refer to the sinking of the trans- 
port Southland in the Mediterranean, the 
sinking of the Barrunga, and the sinking 
of the Ballarat, The Barrunga was sunk fi 
by a submarine at the time when the 
‘Germans were sinking vessels ‘‘ leaving no’ 
trace” by opening fire on the ships’ boats. 
In the case. of the Southland, the disaster 
_occurred in shark- infested waters of the 
“Mediterranean, but in each case the tar 
ness. steadiness, and bravery. of the men 
of tHe Australian Imperial Force were 
unexampled and beyond all praise. u 
We should not forget to pay a. ibaa | 
to that noble friend of man, the Aus- 
tralian horse, or overlook” the judgment 
and efforts of those concerhed in the. pro- 
vision of remounts, ‘resulting in the :Aus- 
tralian troops being probably the as 
mounted in the Allied aa a 
One feature _ which: 




































aaeh 
asset of 
| Lanes e was ; 


Mdaraion apie 
doubtedly the great 
Australian aber 
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Mee tlie Asotin isdititoes had a 
active al ia That contributed 


‘Geen itacicl Force later ‘became 
famed. . 
should 


tdi 
as I am sure Parliament will, to those 
- who did magnificent work in the garrison 
institutes and canteens in providing the | 
facilities to purchase articles at low rates, 
which were so much appteaatod by our 
cue 


like to, pay a tribute, 


Now I come to the, munition. workers, 


TB a 18205) 


ue aE have’ to say that. about the middlé 


of 1916 a suggestion was made to the Im- 


-perial authorities that. men should be 


sent from Australia to assist.in the manu- 
~ facture 6f munitions. It was at first 
proposed to manufacture munitions in 


Australia, but it was subsequently de- 


cided to send men to England for this 


purpose. 
which the Commonwealth supplied. the 


men and transported: them across “the 
‘They wete then taken charge of 


‘seas, 
Nie the Ministry of Munitions and placed 
with firms and in localities: where their 
_ knowledge would be of the greatest bene- 
fit to those engaged in the supply of 
munitions. 
left Australia in September, 1917, and 
subsequently upwards of 5,000 men 
‘proceeded to England. Later on an 


‘some 5,000 men responded to the call, 


similar — 


conditions. to the 
workers. pon the signing of the Armis- 
tice, the following cablegram was re- 
ceived from the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies :— 


"at 


“ & 


As- hostilities have. now ceased, need for 
which Australian munition workers and Aus- 
tralian. war. workers came to Hngland no 
longer exists. Men have done excellently what 
was required of them, and Minister Munitions 
desires to congratulate Minister -of ‘Defence, 
Australia, on» the great success of a unique 
scheme. ie 


It has bea Broil oe the value of the 


output produced by the labour of Austra- 





sion. 


lian munition and war workers was esti- 


mated at £6,000, 000, and it has also been 


admitted, in Giese Britain, that these 


workers played a very jmportant. part in 
+ boeaeine: the war to a successful eonclu- 


Vesti. 
fiepeis, 
tas 





A scheme was prepared under 


The first munition workers . 


urgent request was received from the 
British. Government for labourers, and 


and proceeded” overseas under somewhat 
munition 


boat, carrying munition and war. workers 


‘ing fighting capacity of the Australian — 
: soldier. 


FA 


and Fourth Divisions: forced their way — 


capacity to meet 


Army, which had been too pitifully weak 


against the ‘solid wall of the First Ans 


|The War. 



















Babeoguenl to the sailing of the. heft 


to Australia, the followin ae 
was received :— 


I am commanded by the King, on the ocea- Ale 
sion of the sailing of the last boat carrying Hom 
munition workers and war workers to their 
homes in Australia, to ask you to convey His 
Majesty’s appreciation of the value of the 
services rendered during the war by the men 
from Australia who volunteered for. work in 
the production of ships and munitions in this 
country. He understands that the excellent 
behaviour of these volunteers, and the sus: 
tained and. steady application displayed by 
them in their work, has earned the aca 
praise, 


It was.im March, 1918, that one 
tunity came to the Australian Forces in‘ 
France to show the world the outstand- : 





in the last davs.of that month 
of profound gloom, the men of the Third 





along the roads leading to the battle 


front against the strngeling current of 
retreating transport and guns and heart- — 


broken refugees. With heads high and 
proud step, in full realization’.of their 
and, overthrow the 
enemy, they marched {> their appointed 
places before Amiens and formed a liv- — 
ing wall, against which. the German _ 
waves, sweeping up in rapid succession, 
broke m vain. Hope crept back to the — 
anxious hearts of the French peasants 
miles behind the line, waiting to flee to 
the westward, and’ courage  re- asserted 
itself in the broken units of the British — 













in numbers to withstand the terrific on- 
slaughts of the overwhelming enemy 
masses. A fortnight later, in Flanders, 
the German flood ‘at its height broke 





tralian Division. ) 

Not for a moment was there any mis-_ 
giving in a single Australian heart. Our 
men knew themselves unconquerable, and 
their bravery goon began to bring: back 
to all the Getondars on. ‘the Western ee 


our race its Sdseaies in chee! 
Nor did our troops ax down cate 


Pi 


oe 





¢ 


- sioned officers—will remain to the glory 
of Australia for ever. Beside it, will be 
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minor affairs bauinuied in ‘the Riga 
Utinek at Hamel, so skilfully planned and 


so boldly | executed that, for a total loss 


of about 800, over 1, 500 prisoners and 
- many troph'es were ‘brought home. 


The methods’ adopted at Hamel 
_ formed the model for all subsequent ac- 


tions against an enemy in fixed positions. 


But fie action of the Australian 
troops at Hamel did more than that, 
It was the final touch in restoring to 
our Armies on the Western Front: the 
belief in their own ‘superiority to the 
Germans. 

The success of the means employed 
made possible the victory before Amiens | 
‘on 8th August. On that date the Aus- 


. ian and Canadian Corps hurled them- 


selves forward in the early dawn, and 
shattered the whole of the hostile defences 
immediately in front of Amiens, pene- 
trating to a depth of several miles. On 


that day these gallant trqops added one 
Badthional name to the list of the world’s 


decisive battles. Ludendorff has stated 
that 8th August was ‘‘the black day of 
the German army.’’ The head of all the 
elaborate’ German organization _recog- 
‘nised himself as beaten by that terrific 


: Uaeent of troops, and guns, and tanks. 


The Germans were never able to recover 


from the confusion of that day, when the 


whole of their carefully planned organiza- 
tion was shattered: in a few hours on a 
front of several miles. For a total loss 
of 1,200 killed and wounded, large num- 


’ bers of the enemy were killed, and over © 
8,000 prisoners, 173 guns, innumerable 
"machine guns, and trench mortars, mili- 


tary vehicles, and war stores of all kinds 


"captured by the Australian Corps alone. 


From that day forward victory upon 


 yictory, and triumph upon triumph, 


marked their advance. Lihons, Chuignes, 


_ Chingnolles, Bray, Herleville are names 


to be handed down to future generations. 


The magnificent ‘enterprise and bold- 


ness of the Second Division at Mont St. 
- Quentin—a soldiers’ battle, won by the 
valour of the men and the valiant leader-_ 
ship of junior officers and non-commis- 


remembered the splendid endurance and 


‘5 hard fighting of the Fifth Division in the 


ye capture of Peronne, forcing the enemy 





to abandon hope sad to fall back to the. 


_ Hindenburg line, the final stronghold on 


which the German army, in its despair, 


_ pinned its faith. 


sf enatar Pearce. 







main Catan near at ine 2) and ‘Bony, 
and the final sweep beyond the rear sys- 
tems to Montebrehain and Beaurevoir 
will be the subject of pusiealans epics Lm) 
days to come. a 

On 5th Octcber the: IN ete shupnee 
their last fight, and on that - day the i 
. German Government, asked for an armis- te 
tice. by nh 
What can we in Australia say to these tinge 
men? What words can express our ie | 
preciation of their valour in the terrific 
hell of modern battle? | How can we. 
measure the value of their endurance in 
‘the horrors of the trenches threugh four 
winters of northern European eet 
Always in their hearts was the thought — 
of home, and always in their souls was 
the determination that ‘‘ Australia will : 
be there.’’? Their sacrifices were for ATE, 
tralia, Their faith at all times” was in ~ 
Australia. Without hcpe of gain or 
thought of loss, they fought and me 
died for the glory me the freedom of 
Australia, their beloved home land. 

It is fitting that, whilst in this resolu- 
tion we record our pride in the glory of — 
those who took part in this war, we should 
remember particularly the men who 
made the great, sacrifice, and their rela- 
tives. We feel with them in their sorrow 
at: the loss of loved ones, but they and a 
their descendants must always. experience 
a feeling of pride in this record of what 
those glorious men did, not only for their 
country and the ee bat for one 
tion. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales). 
[4.10].—I desire to second the motion 
which has been so ably moved by ‘the 
Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) 
This is an occasion upon which languag. 
absolutely fails one to adequately expreis 
one’s appreciation of the work done by 
every branch of the Australian Imperial 
Force and Navy during the war. ‘Th 
Australian Navy did-not have very much 
fighting work to do, but what work fell ~ 
to its lot was performed with remarkable. 
rapidity and efficiency. We recall with 
pride’ the exploits of the Sydney when it 
met the Hmden, and we have no reason 
‘be doubt ph if ae Australia had had a 
































a 







at many: ele de ans Arse 
Navy were not actively engaged in felt ih 
ing, the ite hou? by them was: none 
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less, 
; ‘done. 


trying circumstances. 
attractive branch of the Service was the 


ies SAU) 





duty in the North Sea day after 
and month after month, in\a most 
disagreeable climate. We remember with 
_ pride the achievements of our Military 
Forces. When war was declared, Aus- 
“tralia, instead of breaking away from the 
Mother Country, sprang to her assis- 
tance, much to the dismay of Germany. 


"Hundreds of thousands of men were only | 


_ anwaiting: the opportunity to offer their 
services in the defence of their country. 
The Government offered the first 20,000 
men, with the certainty that they would 
be immediately 
_ there was no difficulty in securing ‘the re- 
‘quired number, when they offered a fur- 
ther 50,000. The men who answered. the 
call came freely and voluntarily, and in 
the short time at our disposal it is quite 
‘Impossible to review ‘all that they did 
during the five years of war. Some 
branches of the Service were not so much 
in the limelight as others, but, neverthe- 
all the work was most effectively 
stance, did excellent work under most 
Perhaps the most 


Air Force. At one time applications for 
enlistment in this arm of the. Service 
were extraordinarily heavy, and we have 
‘it on record that the services rendered 
by our airmen at the Front were most 
valuable. We all recall with pride the 
‘fact that Captain Hawker, one of the 
Australian Air Force men, was, the first 
to attempt the Atlantic crossing, and very 
nearly succeeded ; and we are very proud 


that four Wastralian Air Force men—lI | 


allude to Sir Ross Smith and his com- 
panions——were the first to bridge the gulf 
between England and Australia. Then, 
too, we must not forget the clergymen 
whose painful duty it was to convey in- 
formation of bereavement to the relatives 
of soldiers who had fallen. I wish to 


place on record my appreciation of their . 


work. Reference has also been made to 
the part played by our womenfolk, Very 
many more than were required offered 
their services as nurses, and we all know 
how willingly they went, and what ex- 
cellent work they did. - Then we must not 
overlook those devoted women who spent 
so much of their time in the preparation 
of comforts for men at the Front. Their 
gifts were, alee a good deal more 
acceptable to our Soldiers than the rations 


wih, ae received | 





a Mas, 1920.]_ 





; ‘exacting, heeeise Gey were on 


Is reported, and probably with a “grea 


question, because I realize how impossibl 


available, and. likewise’ 


‘The Army Medical Corps, for in- | 


poses to substitute three for five years a 


in. _ the ordinary 
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course of duty. There were, - t00,- the : 
men who left Australia as miners. #: 


deal of truth, that their work was much’ _ 
more: effective than thab of mining corps 
attached to any other of the Allied 

Armies. I have no wish to labour th 









it is to adequately express the apprecia 
tion of the people of Australia for the 
magnificent work performed by our sailors” 
and soldiers, and all others who took Legs 
in the war, We can never forget Neey 
they have done for us. . We owe our 
liberty to them. I am sure the motion ; 
will be carried unanimously, and, in 
closing, I express the hope that the ee 
gation ‘of the Commonwealth to the de- 
pendants of our deceased sailors and sol- 
diers will never be forgotten. : 
Question unanimously resolved in 1 the 
affirmative, honorable senators rising in 


_ ther places. 


AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS” 
REPATRIATION: BILL. 


Bill returned from the House of Repre- 
sentatives with a message intimating that 
it insisted upon its amendment in clause 
10, did not insist upon its amendment in 
ogee 47 (a), but had agreed to an alter- 


native amendment. 


Motion (by Senator Mirren) agreed 
bons 

That the message be taken into consideration 
in Committee forthwith. 

In Committee: 

Clause 10— 

(1) Subject to this Act, the shone of + eae 
Commission first appointed under this Act 


shall hold office for the term of five years, and 
shall be eligible for re-appointment, =) 


re ots 


House of Representatives’ 
Omit ‘‘ five’’ and insert ‘‘ three ” 


Senator MILLEN (New Souk Wales is 
Minister for Repatriation) [4.21].— 
When the matters covered by this mes 
sage were before the Senate on a previous 
occasion, I asked honorable senators to: 
disagree with the amendment which pro- 


Amendment. ie ie 










the term for which the Commissioners | 
shall be appointed. I then thought, as ae 
think now, that it was only reasonable to — 
provide a reasonable tenure for these | : 
eentlemen, in view of. the considerable 
powers to be intrusted to them. ce Ne 





Sats eho: ee in et ican ‘OF kes 


branch of the - Legislature three years 
is sufficient. Although this Chamber has 
the same rights as ihe other branch of 
_ Legislature to stand by its decisions, it 
ae ‘18, perhaps, unreasonable to endeavour to 
enforce our objections when matters of 
aiehetl are not involved. I move— 





. That the Senate do not insist on disagreeing 

: tw the amendment, insisted on Uy the House 
i" of Representatives. 

Te ‘appears that the uae as it left the 
- Senate had much to recommend it, but, 
in view, of the strong opinions expressed 
in another place, and the fact that a 
principle is not involved, I ask the Senate 
; nto agree to the amendment, 

Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[ses ~The Minister for Repatriation 
_ (Senator Millen), in asking the Senate. 
not to insist upon the retention of a 
period of five years during which the 
| an shall serve, has not sub- 
mitted.any reasons for the proposed alter- 
ation. He has merely expressed his per- 
sonal view that five years is not too long, 
but at the same time suggests that we 
should agree to the amendment made. in 
another place. I am opposed to the sug- 
- gestion of the Minister for Repatriation, 
because the Commission will have to per- 
5 form work equally important to that of 


ee. 































other Government Departments. The 
work conferred upon the Com#nis- 

sioners by the Repatriation Act is 
of a most important. character, as 
they have large sums of money at 
their disposal; and it is more than 


ih likely that they will be in effice for. 
a longer period than five years. I doubt 
very eh 1 any one can figure, with any 
degree of accuracy, the time during which 
their services will be required. I am 
‘bound to confess that I cannot see any 
‘valid reason why. the term the Commis- 
-sioners shall serve should be reduced from 
- fiye to three years. I have no doubt the 
Government gave the matter very careful 
‘consideration before asking the Senate to. 
‘agree to a term of five years, and in the 
absence of any reasons why the Senate 
should reverse its decision, it is my in- 
tention to oppose the motion, as five years 
Mi a reasonable term. When the question. 
was under disetstion. x. few days ago, 
there: was not a single suggestion that the 
term should be reduced to three years, 


% 


‘the’ amendment. 


I sincerely trust that. hhonorab'e senators — 


wi ill adhere to their previous decision. 


suggest that en a previous occasion here: 
I induced him to change his views, but 


ant mpd tc in sas oh place, we are. 
now asked to reverse our decision, i we 
hope. the. Senate will insist, upoh being — 


supplied with reasons,-which apparently — 


are good enough for. the Minister, but 
which have not been supplied to honor- 
able senators. | 

Senator FOLL (Queensland): (4. 30] cea 
I ‘fail to see how the Minister for Re. “es 
patriation (Senator Millen) can consis- _ 
tently ask honorable senators to support — 
He has apparently — 
changed his views, and is now asking: US 
to. do the same. . * 

Senator Mitien.=~—I have not “asked ait 
honorable senators to change their views. : 
I have not changed mine, ve Q 

Senator FOLL.—The only reason_sub- ay 
mitted. is that_ because. a majority in oh 
another place are in favour of a period of 
three years, we should agree to the pro. — 
posal. This is supposed to be a Cham- 
ber of Review, where legislation is care- fae 
fully, considered ; and merely because the 
House of Representatives is insisting upon 
its amendment, we are asked by the 
*Minister for. ‘Repatriation to change our. 
previous attitude and’ support a term of 
three years. On a previous occasion the 
Minister submitted able arguments in 
favour of a term of: five years, and fee 
statements were so. weighty that I re- 
corded my vote im support of the Govern- 
ment’s proposal. I-do not know whether 
the Minister intends submitting . similar 
arguments to induce us to suppert the ._ 
amendment insisted upon in. another 
plate; but I am ivy convinced, as IT wason 
a previous occasion, that it is in the besb 
interests: of the Depa that the term 
should be five years. Weare not taking 
a very firm stand in this matter, and are 
being influenced by the decision | of & 
small majority.in another place. We are 
being dictated to as to the manner-in 
which we should perform our wotk, and 




































who previously opposed the amendment 


“ Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
‘Minister for Repatriation). )4.32].—It is 
very complimentary for Senator Foll t 


on this occasion I do not intend to under- wad 
take such an ambitious task. have moth 
changed my opinion, but there should b 


some. compromise ‘unless. vital questionts « 0 
























© are ih ay a: eRe provisions 
Constitution framed te meet such 
c are only expected to apply where 
, mportant issuey are involved, and I do 
Sani not suggest that a question of ‘three years 
“instead of five years is one on which we 
should have a. battle royal. I-think it 
idle have been desirable to have pro- 
Vided that the term of appointment 
i s should be five years, in the interests of 
the better. working of the Department, 
but. as the other branch of the Legisla- 
. ture takes a different view, we, as sensible 
_ men, should be prepared to concede the 
(ose What is the alternative ? 
in Senator Fotn.—Make it four years. 
: _ Senator Rem, —Have a double. dissolu-~ 
Lae ; 
Ho Senator MILLEN. aa would possibly 
mean prolonged neg gotiations ’ with the 
other. branch of the “Legislature. I do 
‘not prapose to hold up “the. spectre of a 








‘ . double dissolution, and I do not think for’ 


one moment that Senator Foll would 
favour such a proposal before he would 
compromise on the*point under discus- 
sion. 
longer term? We think differently to 
‘ ia honorable members in another place, but” 





“in view of the strong ‘opposition, and the. 


_ comparatively minor importance of the 
matter, I hope the Senate will aaner 
the Government. , 
ni Senator NEWLAND (South, Australia) 
| {434)—I agree very largely with the 

views expressed’ by the Minister that this 
' matter is not of such consequence that we 
should enter sinto an engagentent with 
another branch of the Legislature. The 
i right term was fixed in the Bill originally 
_ submitted, and honorable senators gene- 
radky. were in favour of the longer term. 
' I went to some trowble to combat the ar- 

guments: in favour of a shorter- period, 
and im the interests of the working of the 











if the period had romaited” unaltered. 
I regret that another place has not seen 
fit tor take that view of it, because the 
Commissioners will be intrusted with very 
important. work. I do not’ agree that, in 
three years’ time, the work will be ended. 
I wish I could persuade myself that it 
will be’ even very considerably reduced in’ 
that time. I think it will go on for very 
much lower “than three years, and very 
much. longer even than five years. 
decision arrived at in another place is 
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| nek EG ie the n 


Is it worth while to insist on the. - 


Act I think it would ‘have , been better 


The 


quite wrong in the best: interests of the 
aaa are’ 


bone cael tis, pe saben. ri 
there were any possibility of inducing ane 
other place to alter its decision, I shou 
feel inclined to put up a ficht, bu 
very likely that cannot, or will n 
done, and as the miabber is nob of such 
vital importance, much as I regret the 
ce ae ie ne been Date ie th 


















place, my opposition mi tlie mee ee 
will not take the form of calling a 


if a La is enliad for. a am confide 
that the step taken elsewhere is a mis-" | 
take, but as: the Minister ih ener ‘e 


go. 
Motion | tor. 


‘Proposed. new clause ABA a 


The Committee shall, subject 40 the 
approval of. the Minister, have power 
to assist soldiers in establishing indus- 
tries on a co-operative basis, such indus-. 
tries to include the manufacture of boots, 
woollen goods, and clothing, tanning, wool- 
scouring, fellmongering (and kindred. in- | 
dustries), saw- milling, and other enter- He 
prises. ay 


‘House of Representatives? Message. Amend: 
ment not insisted upon, but the following al 
ternative amendment made:— 


47a, (1). The Commission shall, anieae 
to the approval of the Minister, have 
power to assist soldiers by way of loan. tor 
the extent of pound for pound contributed 
by them in cash or war bonds for irdal 
“pose of establishing industries on a ¢o- 
opérative basis, such industries to. include 
the manufacture of boots, woollen goods, 
and clothing, tanning, wool-scouring, fell- 
‘mongering (and, kindr ed industries), saw- 
milling, and other enterprises) am 
(2) ‘The regulations may prescribe the 
conditions upon which any loan granted in 
pursuance of this section sida be. Pe 
able. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wale ‘ 
Minister for Repatriation) [4. 38].—In 
asking the Senate to disagree with the 
original proposition of another place, | 
pointed ‘out the very donsiderable risk 
which would be incurred. by the countr ] 
in the matter of money, and also the. very 
ereat temptation there would be to ‘sol- 
diers to rush. in and take advantage of 
the clause. Another place has apparently 
rene the strength of some of those 
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oy 


tance shall be given only to the extent of 
£1 for £1. In other words, those who 


desire to enter into these ‘co-operative | 


enterprises. must find half the capital to 
enable them to do so. That is not an 
unreasonable compromise, and it offers a 
safeguard which was entirely absent: when’ 
the ‘clause first made its appearance. here. 
fd move— 


Th it the Senate agree to new clause 474 
nen sed as an alternative to new clause 474 


' previously passed’ by the House of Represen- 


_ tatives and disagreed to by the Senate, 


. Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[4.40].—I do not “wish 

' amendment, because, in certain points, 
it should have excellent effects if the Go- 
vernment will come to the assistance of 
the returned men, as it probably will be 
able to do. It is proposed that the Com- 
mission shall have power to assist soldiers 
| to’ establish industries, including the 
manufacture of woollen goods and cloth- 
ing. It may have recently come under 
the notice of honorable senators that in 
the evidence given before the Basic Wage 
Commission, it was stated that “Aus 
“tralian tweeds manufactured at Marrick- 

i ville, and made available at the mill at 
18s. per yard, were first of all taken into 

: 8 warehouse, without being improved in 
any way whatever, and more than 5s. 
per yard added to the price, and then 
made available to some of the local 
tailors. It was said, further, that many 
- of these tailors, denying that the Mar- 
| Flekyille tweed was of local manufacture, 
boasted that nothing like it could ‘be 
‘made in Australia, and charged their 
customers as high as thirteen guineas 
per suit for it. If the Government would 
be prepared to commandeer the output of 
_the mills, and to supply it to the returned 
men or to other tailors practically at cost 
price, this would probably do more than 
any other single action could do substan- 
tially to decrease the present and ever- 
_ increasing cost of clothing. Jt is a very 
‘serious matter to most men to find that 
suits that they could purchase in pre-war 
* times for £5 or £6 now cost them at the 
very least twelve or thirteen guineas, and © 
that some tailors ask very much higher 
sums. If it is intended under this 
clause that the Government should: 
_ supply material from their own mills at 
- Geelong at cost price to bodies of returned 
men, and also appropriate, annex, or 
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arguments a now providans that assis- 


It provides for the establishment of; in- - 
dustries, and not for the ae 


to oppose the. 


of the Act, and in that direction it has 


Apparently the clause does not provide for 


‘ber of returned soldiers,” 









ae ie a x My 
“Phe CHATRMAN iiecits He Ba 

—Order! The clause does not. ‘provide * Rs 
for what the honorable senator suggests. a, : 





of their output, Be 

Senator GRANT.—1I Pinte, it wall also ay 
enable the Government to get possession 
of woollen goods manufactured by com- a 
panies. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The, clause oe Pat 
not provide for any such bine: Tt: pros) 
vides for assistance to soldiers to cabal: ra 
lish co-operative industries. pa 

Senator GRANT.—It is a pity Bia: 2 
the clause does not allow of what I sug. 
gest, \ If ib did, it would. ‘enable suits 
of clothing to be supplied ab every much 31a) 
lower price, even after the makers had nue 
paid themselves very handsomely, than is 
now possible under the methods adopted 
by private enterprise. I notice also that 
it is intended to assist returned men to 
establish saw-milling and other under- | 
takings. Probably the clause will enable: 
the Commission, instead of waiting for 
private brick- makers and private timber- ~ 
cetters or saw-millers to. meet its require- 
ments, to engage directly | in the pros 
duction of these articles. The clause is — 
a very great extension of the provisions oe 






























my approval. Many men have com- 
plained of the insufficiency of the Ach 7) 
in this regard, and, im my opinion, re, 
would be very nuoh better: if provision — 
were made for the Commission to lend — 
money to any two or more men to enable — 
them to engage in industries other than 
those to which they have been accustomed. 


that. It uses the -words, ‘‘on a ¢o- 
operative basis.’’? If those words can be 
understood to apply to two or more men, 
then undoubtedly the clause will meet 
the requirements of a considerable num. 

.A fair number — 
of them have urged me to ask the Re — 
patriation Commission to. advance money 
toi uae masa to entee into businesses 


knowledge. CAL do nob leer how aya: ) 
must be in any co-operative company 
which is formed to take advantage of this 
clause, but apparently, Rat) ia. co-operative Pa 
company is formed, it will be permissible — | 

ee Aone Commission’ a tec cee mong yea 







- lumited knowledge, 


- yance from the 





ey, 
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i mY that it is absolutely necessary that there 
should be a company. 


: 2 fae GRANT.—It dces ot so ap 





_ pear, but I should like it made quite clear 
_ that any two or more returned men who 


aaa to engage in a business of which 


‘they had no knowledge, or only a very 
prior to their enlist- 
-ment, will be entitled to take advantage 
Lot the clause. Many men prior to enlist- 


a ° 5 F ; 
-- ment were not in anv particular business, 


and, when away from Australia for four 
years, in a manner of speaking, they lost 
grip of the:situation, and find themselves 
enormously handicapped when they look 
for employment. Many of them believe 
‘that if they could: get a small advance to 
set them up in a business they could 
make it a paying concern; but up to date 
ait has been against the Act for. the De- 
Dae vabet to advance money to them for 
“purposes of that sort. I should like 


vs ~ the Minister for Repatriation (Senator 


a) to explain whether the’ clause 


will apply to a company consisting of two 
Many men would like to- 


or more men. 
form themselves into a small company to 
undertake toy making or other things if 
_ they could only obtain an adequate ad- 
Commission. I shall 
be glad if the Minister will explain whe- 


ther that ‘can be done, under the new. 


eal 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) [4.48].— 
“The honorable member of another place 
_who moved this amendment has certainly, 
_ been . more. fortunate in touching the 
-Minister’s heart. on this point than I 
have, 
ay have asked in this chamber whether 
the | ‘Minister (Senator Millen) would 
consider a proposal to assist men 
starting - in business on the £1. for 
£1 gbasis, and on each occasion the 
Minister has replied that, on account of 
the risk and the unfair advantage which 
would be given to a single man who saved 
money while in the Australian Imperial 
‘Force over a man with dependants, the 
Beart one was not able to do what I 
asked. Evidently the Minister’s heart 
has been touched by the pleadings of the 
member of another place who moved the 
- amendment. I should like to know from 
him whether the gratuity bonds about 
to be issued are, to be included in 
this scheme. If they are, there is a possi- 
bility of the Commonwealth being com- 
7 ates | to. ‘the spending of millions 





1920.) 


lator: Ae Bab iat does not appear 


ee ive) 


for on no less than three occasions 











Repatriation Bill. 


subsidies on the Mer 
Three-fourths, or even 
four-fifths, of the money which is” 
be spent. on the ‘war gratuity 
may, for @ll we know, be put into co 
operative industries, or soldiers’ limit 
liability companies, and a £1) for £1, sub: 
sidy sought from the Government. = 
Senator Rerp.—That is rather a big : 
guess, be 
Senator FOLL.—The fact. ue 
that there is the possibility of it, and 
think Iam doing right in drawing atten. 
tion to the fact that the Government, in 
accepting the clause holus bolus, may be 
committing themselves: to af liability, of 
millions of pounds. on 
Senator Rurp.—The Minister is given 
power to turn any proposition Owl. iy) 
senator FOLL.—That is so, but if. the 
Minister has power to tell a favoured few 
that the Government are prepared to 
subsidize their industry, but that they 
will not subsidize another. industry, there bei 
is not going to be a great deal of benefit ie 
to the soldiers in the clause. : 
Senator Crawrorp.—lt is for the Min- u 
ister to subsidize sound propositions and 
turn down those which are unsound. f 
Senator FOLL—As the Government e 
have agreed to accept the amendment of — 
the ‘House of Representatives, I ask the 
Minister for Repatriation whether he will 
not go a little further and give some ¢on- 
sideration to a proposal which I sub- 
mitted when the original Repatriation _ 
‘Bill owas under consideration, and also | 
when the amending Bill was going : 
through in the Senate, I suggest that a 
returned soldier desiring to start a small 
business in which to carry on his trade 
in the town in which he resided previous — 
to going to the war should also be assisted — 
on the £1 for £1 basis. The proposal Cons 
tained in the amendment of the House. GE, 
Representatives may suit men in cities 
and populous centres, where it would bi 
convenient to start trading under a co 
operative scheme, but a soldier in the. 
position I have indicated could not hope 
to establish a large co-operative concern, 
whilst he might be prepared to put £10 y 
of his own money into a business to - 
conducted by himself which it would cost — 
about £200 to establish. , Sie ~ 
T direct attention to He fact that th 
adoption of the amendment may commi 
the pyveouaan| to the expoutitata) of 


of pounds in 
for’ £1 basis. 
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operative enterprises. 


Senator’ Mirren.—I am wlid that the 


honorable senator recognises that. 
Senator FOLL,—I do reco@hise it, and 
I believe I ‘should not be doing my “duty 


as a member of the Senate if I did not 


point out the huge liability which might 
Needs the acceptance of the amend- 
ment. ; I understand that returned sol- 
diers may use their war gratuity bonds 
‘Pox; 


enterprises under this amendment. 
might be: said that the £30,000,000 re- 


quired to cever the war gratuity bonds 


may be regarded almost as spare cash, 


and a large number of returned men will. 


_ perhaps. be desirous of investing their 


the establishment of co-operative” 
It 


savings in co-operative concerns for the: 


establishment of new industries. It is 


very desirable that they should do that, 


but we should recognise that if only halt 
the war gratuity bonds are invested in 
this way the Government will be asked to 
subsidize those investments to a ‘similar 
amount, and so the Commonwealth may 
be committed under this amendment to a 
further expenditure of something like 
 £15,000,000. I should like the Minister 
“ho! “explain whether these co-operative 
enterprises are to cover all soldiers’ 
“limited. liability . companies, and whether, 
having gone so far as to. accept this 
: amendment, he will not go further and 
arrange to subsidize the individual sol- 
dier who desires to start business on his 
own account on the £1 to £1 basis. - : 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) “[4.54].— 
Senator Foll wishes me to do something 
which the highest flight of imagination 
eould scarcely describe as easy. He wants 
me to set out a series of co-operative 
schemes., I cannot do that. 
for those who seek to take advantage of 
the proposed new clause to put their Log 
‘posals forward. 
Senator Newranp. — The 


“ 


It will be — 


s 


: ble ®. 
secbetnaet that. that would ‘be a bad thing. 


senator will have a very unpleasant. task 


in turning. some of them down, | 
Senator MILLEN.—That is going to 


be an unpleasant task. I could point to 


a great number of wild-cat proposals. 
which have been put forward by returned — 


soldiers, in the best of good faith, as sound 


business propositions. This ‘amendment, 


t 





about which Rf have. still beh Li ree 





Soh +0 grepuncti gy todhe a 


“sulted, and then there is the veto of the 
Minister. 


some that have already reached the Re- 


“the Senate, but T/have noticed the action 


this amendment may involvé the duplica- 


assistance atlvaneed front the Common- a) 
wealth Treasury. 5 fe 


know how we are beset by industrial d 


one of the possible remedies for a a 
_ of things which we all de sca : 








cause the Commission have ho t 


It willbe quite a nice job for . 
the Minister to exercise his power of veto ~ > 
under this amendment. There is a fur- . 





ther stipulation that the, ‘returned men 
‘Seeking assistance under this. amendment 


must provide half the capital required for _ 
the enterprise in which they propose to. 
embark. I cannot say what view the Com-. uC 
mission will take. or what pe ait 
will be made. I hope that those which — 
are made will be a little sounder than* 


patriation Department. Parliament aces 
to be disposed. to give power to assist 
returned men by making. advances for 
the establishment of co- -operative enter- mat 
prises, and we can only wait to seé whab 
developments will take ’ ee, under a 
amendment. — 


Senator BAKHAP (‘Dasatin ia} [4 57 i 
—Unfortunately, I was unable to be pre- 
sent during the whole of the time the Re- 
patriation Bill was being considered by 
































were 


which honorable senators. have taken in 
regard to this matter. I say that the — 
amendment involves a conditional doub- Ne 
ling of the war gratuity. If the whole — 
of the war gratuity in the shape of bonds — 
is devoted by the returned soldiers to 
the establishment of co-operative enter- 
prises, the Commonwealth, under this 
amendment, will be committed to subsi- ” 
dizing the whole of that capital to the 
extent of £1 for. £1. Tf the effort on the 
part of returned soldiers in the direction. 
of co-operation extends to’ the investment 
of £5,000,000 of the war, gratuity. in co- 
operative enterprises, the acceptance of 


tion of that £5,000,000 in the shape of — 


If this co-operation should rest in 
marked industrial success, ‘I do not: ‘know 


W: 


content and distrust of the existing capl- - 
talistic system. I shall not enter upon 
a lengthy discussion of that mattet, but 
I believe that even ‘gentlemen like Senat 
Fairbairn have spoken of co-operation | 


bs cote oF ee in 


aah 
= 


+ 


vd “ Bag fe ta Sate Sasa > Og ne pe ee Lig es oy a 
5 terete! ; oe eee arg ee ; aie = 


a ‘matters: may not Me as cans 
as it as in fines of the countries Or ,, 









isa _ matter x be. Lepuetted: “and 4 co- 
* operation should to any extent ameliorate 
this outcome of the times, which causes 
industrial discontent, and should result 
im the. mitigation | of the ills which the 
_ Sndustrial world claims that it is subject 
to, I think we can all pen welcome 
" e0-operation. 4 


of British descent are better able to ap- 
praise men of British extraction than 
they are themselves, Whilst- people of 


the Anglo-Saxon race band themselves to-_ 


_ gether for capitalistic initiative im joint 
stock enterprises, co-operation, as apart 
from the operations of joint stock com- 
panies, is not a characteristic. feature 
of the ‘commercial enterprises of 
British descended people. Although 
the Minister for Repatriation (Senator 
Millen). -is justly ‘anxious 
to this departure, I am of opinion 
that no very substantial result. will fel- 
from the acceptance of the amend- 
I cannot sde a prospect of any 
very” large number of returned soldiers 


banding themselves together and using 


“their war gratuity bonds to embark in in- 
_ dustrial enterprises by co-operative asso- 
_ cations - 
- members, H may be doing them and the 
- British race an injustice, as they may de- 
volop with time capacities in regard to 
Bile which I do not now dream 
ican only judge of things as I find 


ee , and I am of the opinion that the 


enterprise. of the British race in the in- 
dustrial world will continue to proceed 
along acknowletyed lines in the estab- 
ishment of such éapitalistic associations 
as are ‘known: as joint stock companies. — 
Under the amendment for what it is 
worth—and I hepe it is worth a very 
great deal—the granting of assistance to 
any. “suggested enterprise will follow only 
upon examination by the Commission, 
and at the discretion of the Minister. I 
remind the Minister for Repatriation 


that under this amendment his discretion - 


and that of his successors—and I hope he 
will not have a successor for 4 long time 
to come—will be absolute, If a man pos- 


sessed of the business training and long 


/ experience of public affairs of Senator 
Millen gives his consent to proposals in- 


ey Ma Commonwealth in oe These are details which should be mad ‘at 


the road to that industrial success which 


Probably fliosa: who ste 106 altogether 


in. regard | contains some of the elements of success. 


of which they alone shall be’ 


.ing or producing business. 


Y 




















ture to the. ice _of several ‘miionll we 
shall have taken very great steps. alone 


some dream can be achieved by ieee: 
tion. 
Senator Mrrren.—There is one thing 
which no Commission and no Ministe 
can determine, and that is how far co- 
operation in work, as distinguished fror 
co-operation of commercial interests, 
going to succeed. me oa 
Senator BA KH A:/P.—The Minichea 1 
do me the credit of admitting that I ha 
endeavoured to draw that distinction. I 
“do not think that, after all, we need be 
very much afraid of the operation of the 
proposed new clause, in view of the fach 
that each proposal under it must run the — 
gauntlet of consideration by the Commis- 
sion, and must secure the approval of th 
Minister. ‘ I venture to say that no Min- 
ister for Repatriation would readily grant 
his approval to. a ‘proposal under this 
amendment unless he is assured that it 
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We may hope for some success from the — 
operation of the amendment; and if the © 
Commonwealth is committed to the ex- 
penditure of £1,000,000 or £2,000,000 in 
the assistance of’ enterprises undertaken ue 
by returned soldiers which have in them | 
the elements of success, something sub- | 
stantial will have been achieved. I do 
not think that Senator Foll’s fears will 
be realized. 
. Senator Fott.—I am not oppodedl™ to 
the amendment; but I direct attention to 
the fact that, its acceptance may involve — 
the Commonwealth in huge expenditure. ~ 
Senator BAKHAP.—It seems to me 
that the whole matter has been/ very. 
hastily conceived, and the proposed new 
\clause very casually and haphazardly — 
drafted. It 1s provided that the ‘Com- — 
missioner shall, subject to the approval 
of ‘the ‘Minister, have the power tol assist 
soldiers in establishing industries- “* on a 
co-operative basis.’ What, strictly, is 
‘‘ a co-operative basis ’’ ? By *co-opera-_ 
tion is generally understood the banding 
together of a number of men, not neéces- 
sarily in ‘a registered company, to cunder- 
take something in the wayeof a distribut- 
How many 
are to constitute a co- operative society 
under the proposed new clause? Is a 
mere partnership between two to consti 
tute a co-operation, or must the co- -oper 
tive party be registered as a company 






















| ‘with Senator -Bakhap’ 
verbiage of the clause; but, without wish-. 
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very douse in connexion Rae any proposal ‘ 


of this kind. It goes on to specify the 


' industries in regard to which Government 
assistance to soldiers on a co-operative 


basis may be given by stating 
Such industries to include the manufacture 


of boots, woollen goods, and clothing, tanning, 
(and kindred in- 


- wool-scouring, fellmongering 
| _dustries), saw- milling, and other enterprises. 


In other words, the whole range of in- 


dustrial life is to be included. It would, 
ee think, be sufficient if the Minister were 
given discretionary power, and there 
should be a clear definition of what is 
meant by the words ‘“‘on a co-operative 
basis.’ The language of the clause 
should be shorn of its. redundancy. We 
should know clearly what is meant by 

“other enterprises.’’ All that is wanted 
as authority to assist any industry on a 
co-operative basis, the understanding 
_ being that there should be a definition 
as to what is meant, by the word 
“ eo-operative.’’ 


- Seeing that the Government ‘have 
‘accepted the amendment in another 
¥ place, we may presume that they 


desire this Committee to approve of it, 
but before we take that responsibility 
we should endeavour to make the position 
much clearer. I am not going to suggest 
anything to the Committee at this stage, 
but I invite the attention of the Minister 
to the suggestions I have made. If the 
industries to be assisted are legitimate, 
why include some and exclude others? 
Every producing industry is 
tant to the life of a. nation, 
we are going to give co- operation a, 
chance, let it be extended to every phase 
of industrial life. If, as some economists 
believe, it is going to be the cure of our 
existing ills, let us try it by extending it 
to all industries, “With discretionary 


 spower in the hands of the Commission 


and a safeguard in the approval’ of the 
_ Ministér, we may assume that any indus- 
ory that gets through these gates will 
“have established itself to some extent as 
possibly a successful one. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [5.8].2—I agree 
s criticism of the 


Ing to arouse the ire ‘of my friends else- 
where, I suggest that the amendment 
itself is something in the nature of a 
placard. Obviously, the particular in- 
dustries mentioned were inserted with a 


pe view to pleasing constituents whose repre- 


Mu 





_ISENATE a 


submit as -an 


impor- 
and if 


imposed upon totalisator investments. _ 
The Commissioner of Taxation, | in, 
pursuance of his duties, defined the 
totalisator as a lottery, a» definition — 
which has ‘been rejected by the 
High Court, and Wecause of his 


other parliamentary enactment I can re- 


“noise was wane over this metter: as if the 





















1) 
aie rf 4 4 ye Ta) 
sentatives intr te Be) BELO iy: "supported 
them. Their inclusion is merely indica- 


tive. They do not exclude others, The 4). 
general power to be given to the Commis- . 
sion, with the approval of the Minister, 
to finance soldiers in co-operative enter- ae: 
prises is sufficient. It would have been — 
just as well if the latter part of the clause 
had been omitted, but it is a question 
whether it is worth while doing that now. 

Senator Bakuap.—Is the Minister pre- 
pared to give a definition of the words 

“co-operative basis’’? — 

Senator MILLEN.—That, T Sibeee is: 
a matter for the Commission to deter- 
mine ‘by regulation. If my- nee ae ; 
‘friend persists in that line of inquiry, a i 
am afraid there will be a considerable — 
amount of work in front of him and this 
Chamber. There are dozens of problems _ 
in respect of which it will be the duty Of” 
the Commission to submit specific ‘pro- ue a 
posals for the approval of the Minister. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [D120 
—I am afraid that there will be alto- Ne 
gether too much extra, sparliamentary 
legislation in connexion with the ad-— 
ministration of this measure. DW sikh 
support of this contention, I may | 
illustration the posi-. 
tion with regard to the tax sought to be» 




































action the parliamentary representatives, 
from my State were subjected to. more’ 
opprobrium for what was allezed to be 
the perfunctory performance of legisla- 
tive duties than in connexion with any 


member. We were told that we did not 
take care to protect the totalisator from 
the imputation of being regarded as a 
lottery, and, as a matter of fact, as much 


fate of the nation had depended upon it. 
It is a fact that if a legislative chamber 
abrogaltes: its ‘responsibilities by allow- 
ing some outside authority to define cer 
tain legal phrases, the position th g 
created may press rather severely upon 
number of people. ‘With all due Tespect 
to the Minister, I submit. that it is not 
the duty of the ‘Senate to permit 
' Commission to. define what is meant 
the words ‘‘ co-operative. basis, im whil 
admit the escame: a ee he Min 





soe anys 4 


es (Geuator NEWLAND RM Sptithe Australia) 
ek ‘TB. 14].—It seems to me that we ropiien 
define in separate legislation what 

~ meant by a co-operative society. The 
subject is Important enough to deserve a 
‘special Act. It is not possible, I think, 
to include a definition in ‘this Bill, untoss 
_we intend to include a favoured fow and 
“exclude others, I move— 

That the motion be amended by satiae the 
words ‘‘ with the following amendment to the 
clause, viz., leave out‘ such industries to in- 

elude the manufacture of boots, woollen goods 
and clothing, tanning, wool-scouring, fellmon- 

_gering (and kindred. industries), saw- -milling, 

-, and other enterprises, ‘aie 


Senator GRANT (N ew South Wales) 
a 19].—Senator Newland’s 
1s probably an improvement upon the 
clause, but, in view of the disinclination 














on the part of the Minister to give a clear 


_ understanding as to what is meant by 
the words ‘‘on a co-operative basis,’’ it 
would be a still greater im provement if 
all the words after ‘‘industries’’ were 
struck out. This would throw upon the 
Commission, with the approval iof the 
_ Minister, the responsibility of saying to 
- whom money shall be advanced. An 
haste could be made to one man, or 
to two. If the Committee agrees to the 
- deletion of the phrase “on a ‘co-operative 
basis, *” the Commission will be clothed 
- with, greater powers, for the reason that 
the number of applications which may be 
i ere by the Commission are likely 
to be greatly increased. At present, al- 
nie Week it 1s permissible to assist returned 
_ soldiers, it must be conditional upon the 





co-operative bodies. There are cases, no 
_ doubt, where men could work together 
in. co-opeartive association. more advan- 
tageously than if they were to launch out 
alone, or to take one partner. But if a 
couple of teturned men are prepared to 
get going in an industry, they should 
‘not be debarred owing to the retention of 
the words ‘‘ on a co-operative basis.’ 

Senator Baxuap.—lIf they were not 
started on a co-operative basis, the 
chances are that they would be securing 
outside capitalistic assistance. 


Senator GRANT.—I am not concerned 

about that, but. with the point that the 
Bea Commission should be empowered’ to ad- 
| vance money to one man or to two men 
a ae to penenee, in an Ges un ask 





: sa 


amendment — 


men concerned becoming associated as: 


the Commissioners, 


| Repatriation Bill. i 


Sriibon Newland a consent to thee re 
porary withdrawal of his amendment. — 
Senator NEWLAND (South Australia 
.{5.23].—I have no, objection to doing $0 
but if the honorable member’s amend- 
ment jis agreed to, I shall vote against 
the clause. altogether. The effect. ef his ‘ 
amendment would be to open the door ~ 
for every soldier to avail himself of the 
right to go to the Government al assis 
tance in es tablishing an enterprise. | 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn 


Senator GRANT (New South Wala) 
[5.24]. move fs 


That the motion be amended by adhe the 





words ‘“‘with the following amendment to the 
clause, viz., leave out’ ‘on a. ¢co- open + 
basis ’. Bo 


If my amendment is agreed ioe ae eth 
mean that one man, possessing’ the ability 
and experience, but lacking the necessary 
capital, will be enabled to approach the - 
Commission in order to get a start for 
aimself, What objection is there to : 
that? : 
Senator Mituen.—Does the hones 
senator suggest that the Government shal 
find half the money necessary to start one. 
man in a woollen mill? 

Senater GRANT.—I have . not the 
establishment of a woollen mill in mind.” 
One man or two men might be desirous of 
setting up a toy- making establishment, 
and, in the absence of capital for eg 
purchase of necessary machinery, ae 
might not bein a position to get a start,’ 
They should be able to look to the Com- 
mission for assistance. Some time ago — 
two returned men approached me, and | 
said they were desirous of starting mont: 
mental works. They had been previously y 
engaged in a monumental yard as em- 
ployees. However, they had not the 

money, and could not get going for them- 
selves. : | 

Senator Crawrorp.—lIs there 
authority under the original Act to pro- — 
vide assistance, if deemed wise, »in such 
cases ? : i 

Senator Minivan. —There is , 
eader the existing Act. : 











gaged as enanen 


Senator Mrruen.—The pow ‘is. con+ 
tained in the Act to grant assistance, but 
in their wisdom, 
not always think it wise ee furnish 
money. eu 








_Ansralian Soldiers? _ {SBN it 
mi Seuiabor GRANT. oy a not. think es Leo “GRANT. This co 
A iraasedi nbs should have the psrmigash to should decline to concur.’ " y 
refuse such a request as that of the two Senator Baxnar.—It will Ee asia 
monumental workers. If two men enter -very much if the Committee does agree: ~ ie 
‘into partnership to carry on some small to the proposal, seeing that the Commis- a 
eoneern, they are doing just> as useful sioners are already exercising their powers.  - 
' work as if they had formed a co-operative in a sensible and conservative fashion. 
company. ‘The Commission should. be Senator GRANT.—Probably_so, but if 


ble to grant assistance without throwing hoxtorable senators support my amend- — ae 
upon “hh! individuals concerned respon- ment &he Commissioners, will have. wider ae 


i ee for. establishing themselves as a powers than they may-possess to-day. 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5,34]. ay: 

















company. ae 
_~ Senator New Lanp. ut a, Bb ie sum Lhe clause’ is, becoming quite a Chinese wy 
may be advanced under the existing Puzzle. ‘The Minister for Repatria- ae 
Tea “tion (Senator Millen) has already» wgaids <4. 





Senator MituEen. ey) in the discretion that the last few lines merely amount to =~ 
Bop the Commissioners, no such assistance 4 placard and are quite unnecessary; and = 
is furnished, it is nob because of any dis- “now we understand that all the power my a 
- ability in the Act. . suggested in the first few lines are aur oe 

Benatar GRANT Tn, ‘all cases hens contained in the Act. ‘It becomes a — 
assistance has been rendered the men con- Question whether honorable senators are 
cerned have been engaged in the same to bow down to the will of another place. * 
‘occupation as employers, prior to enlist- The clause should be withdrawn and re- 

. ment. But if they have been employees, drafted. There is much to commend the 
apparently, they are debarred. Is it nob amendment of Senator Grant, Solfar ase 
competent for the Commissioners to ad- concerns the matter of securing a defi-” 
vance money. to individuals to engage in nition of these who A ee ey not: be 

| business. even though they may not have subsidized. The phrase, “‘on the co- 


| had previous experience as employers in operative basis” may mean nothing. Let 
_ the same industry ? | me suggest, for example, that a co- -opera- 


tive: grocers’ establishment is’ started. 


the C a +>. Members of the public residing in the 
| eae oe Silane neighbourhood * become shareholders. All 


(an GRANT. 'Fe enaisla qa obo thie) shareholders dealing at such an es- 
tablishment receive a rebate on their pure 

: ‘start in business in which they were Shi ‘on ht oh din code ft 

> viously Silecess! i chases, and at the end of the year, after 


Meas oa Ni beens Phoewiia Hb power “a the costs of the administrati on have tan 


| te, ck i loonie ths eet ther Clem ata: met, any surplus that remains reverts to 


sioners May decide that it is not t iach shear oer eae f 
Mie 2 ot wise to Senator Rowetu. —But stich businesses. 
render assistance in such circumstances. a 


aa not manufacture. ng 


¢ Senator GRANT.—I take it, though, Vana *FOLL. —Perhaxt ‘not, but the 3 
ne seine: it. will be wise for them to do so if. es tond hi) Reredeat 2 


a the | men concerned first turn themselves That may include-a business of any sort, 


into co-operative societies. -. and as most businesses are regarded as in- 
oe _Senator Mitten.—No; but because the _dustries, the clause as at present worded 
i? House of Representatives wanted it so. provides no limitat:on whatever. May F iy 
Senator GRANT.—It. is proposed in refer to a woollen mill at Geelong which 
“the clause to give the Commissioners returned soldiers contemplate starting ? at 
power to take action when the applicants’) do not. see*how such ane industry can be. 
have: formed themselves tnito co-operative compared with a grocery establishmen 
concerns. Apparently, there is nothing worked on a co- ‘operative basis, because 
tae prevent the Commissioners Raa 3 woollen: mill must be, more or less, i 
"pitting assistance at present. the nature of ‘a huge limited liabilit 
Senator Mitien.—Nothing at all. company.’ For that reason,’I think we 
‘Senator GRANT.~Then, the proposal should oe some informamion ogy hay 
now exercising the mind of the Committee 
is a totally unnecessary matter ? : sch 
‘Senator Mitxen, —Quite unnecessary, 
_ but another place wants it in the Act. 


( — 








































Senator Minzun.—It is competent, for 




























bh me alba Woollen Mills sinh hae a 
i working capital of £500,000, consisting of 
ts war gratuity money, and those interested 
might approach the Minister and say that 
Hae > they wished to float the concern into a 
_ Timited liabilMy company with a capital 

i r of £1,000,000. Would the Government, 
under such circumstances, be justified in 

opposing the proposition? The Govern- 

ment cannot be expected to subsidize very 

many industrial undertakings to the 

extent of £500,000, and, as Senator Bak- 

hap. pointed out, ‘the clause is really with- 

out any foundation, because it does not 

show in which cases the money is to be 

advanced. It < appears to me that if we 

allow the proposed new clause to pass in 
its present form, we are placing too much 
power in the Hang ‘of the Commission, 
and Parliament would be\neglecting its 
ee if it allowed such a body the right 

















oe 





AM 


to deal with public’ money as it thought 





Ait. We should not permit such a pro- 
vision to pass unchallenged without hav- 

: ile a proper definition ot what it means.» 
We would really be handing the tax- 
ee money over to the Commissioners 
er deal with as they thought fit. 


A Benator DE Larcre—RSenator Grant’ 
thy amendment does not define anything. | 


| Senator FOLL.—Neither the clause 

nor any amendment that has been sub- 

“mitted appears to be of much value, In 

the first place, we do not: appear | to be 

able. to satisfactorily define ‘‘a co-cpe- 

_ Tative basis,’’ and if we can ‘do that, we 

will improve the clause. The ‘Minister 
for Repatriation said that it merely ap- 

' peared to be a placard that would benefit 

the constituents of some honorable mem- 

» bers in another place. . He also stated 

that the first. part. of the proposed new 
clause was provided for in another Act. 


Senator NEWLAND. +The. suggested new - 


provision would suit the constituents ‘of 
the honorable senator, and also mine. 


Senator FOLL. Whatever there may 
i bean the interjection, I may say there is 
no place in the Commonwealth where new 
industries are. more aa to thrive Agia 
in Queensland. 
Senator — MILLEn. Bat Queensland 
does not. Kequire any advertising. 
Senator FOLL.—It/is unnecessary. I 
hope the Minister will consider my sug 
| gestion, and that honorable senators will 
Me oppose the <a seme: new oa and insist 


ne 





_ enterprises. 


to benefit soldiers, who will receive sums 


sidized as Pi ae they will enter int 


ner. 

Senator BAKHAP (Pusaniey” oo 40]. 
—I think the peg on which the amenc 
ment from the House of Representatives 
ig hung is co-operation, and some mem- 
bers of that Chamber are hoping - 1a 
something may be derived from Common: 
wealth assistance. If we delete a 
reference to co-operation, I fa‘] to see 
reasow. for legistation of this character 
know that under our repatriation | scheme 


_ since the days of its genesis, ass: ‘stance h 


been given to soldiers who believe them Hs 
selves capable of conducting all sorts of | 
It must not be forgotten, 
however, that many soldiers working 
peacefully, quietly, and energetically in 
Australian industries have to a large ex 
.tent repatriated themselves. 1 am no 
in any way’ belittling the work of the 
Repatriation Department, because I know 
how onerous the task has been, and how 
heavy a burden it has gaat on the 
shoulders of the Minister controlling the 
Department. _ Our returned veterans of — : 
the: Australian Imperial Force are, how-. 


ever, in a great measure responsible for) 


the undoubted success achieved in con- 
nexion with their repatriation. i 

Senator Miiuten.—lI have ieknowledged | 
that. 

Senator BAKHAP.—I desler the Min- 
ister has, and I do not desire to detract 
from the meritorious way in which the 
work of the Department -has been per- 
formed. There has been a percentage of 
_failures, as might have been expected: and 
which will naturally result in connexion 
with industrial organizations even’ when 
conducted on ordinary lines. I know the 
Repatriation Department authorities have 
on their hands—I have been so informed 
by officials—quite a number of boats, be- 
cause men who had a knowledge of th 
sea thought they would be successful i 
small shipping enterprises on the Austra 
lian coast. The Repatriation Department 
has financed certain persons,’and these 
small craft have now been thrown back 
on the Department. This is an attempt 


























to which they are entitled in the way of a 
war gratuity, and who may insist on diss 
pating the sums represented by the bond 
in enterprises doomed to failure, because 
they lack capitalization, If they. are subs 


Avian 





| 
| 





a 





7 aes) | do 
~ smallness 





in cash or war bonds.” 





aN, 
rig 


We alian | Solidiors’ 


suggested undertakings are not conducted 


on a co-operative basis we shall have no — 
senator know how much, of that i is outside” 
capital? 


innovation at all, and the work of the 
Repatriation Department should then ‘be 
allowed to proceed in the ordinary way. 
I do not think the Government will 


stand in an invidious position, because 


of the 
Commissioners and the 


intervening discretion of the 
Minister.. Be- 


cause of the hope many worthy people 


repose in co-operation let us give the sys- 
tem a trial by allowing men collectively 
not think many, because of 
of capital, will do it indi- 
vidually—to invest their war gratuities 
in enterprises in which they think they 
will be successful. If eight, ten, or fifteen 
rejurned soldiers can see such virtue in 
co-operation as to invest the money com- 


ing tothem in the form of war gratuities, ° 
of 
_ the surplusage of their private finances, 
with a Commonwealth subsidy, something 
may be achieved. I am going: to oppose 
the elimination of the words ‘ 
tive basis” for the reasons I have given. 


and with the addition, perhaps, 


‘ ¢o-opera- 


I believe the whole spirit of this amend- 


‘ment consists, not altogether of a desire 


to assist the returned soldiers, but of a 


desire partly .to make use of it as a 
means of endeavouring to acquire some 


of the anticipated benenis of the appli- 
cation of the co-operative principle. 
Senator FAIRRAIRN  - (Victoria) 
[5.46|.—It is just as well to know where 
we are leading in this matter. I under- 
stand that .a co-operative concern is 


being formed in Geelong with, I think, a 


capital of £100,000, which is. being sub- 
scribed by a number of returned soldiers 


who have banded themselves together. . 


Senator Mirtmn.—Do they suggest doe 
ing it, or has it been done? 


Senator FAITRBATRN.—I believe it 1s 
-an accomplished fact. — 
Senator Baxnar.—The money is not 


all subscribed by returned soldiers. 


“Senator FAIRBAIRN.—No, but it is. 


to be a co-operative concern, and ‘this 
amendment reads “ contributed by Hem 


Senator Grant. Whi net ‘include 


| gratuity bonds ? 


Senator FAIRBAIRN. 1) ee Og sO. 


dns the « proposed amendment, a c¢o- 
Pie concern pide have power, ae 


a Mite i the cee a we 
the terms of the proposed clause. If these. 


holders in a smaller concern ? 


5") 





placed in the concern as their capital. 


dations would be framed to meet the Dost 


advanced. 






come ay the Gatien an say, “ a are 
subscribing £100,000 and we want. eas to _ 
contribute an équal amount. i. ‘ 


Senator Grant.—Does the thinarabiad he 


put 





Senator PATRBATRN. ays halseves it 
will all be advanced tg the soldiers and 
a De ’ 


am not quite clear on the point, but we 


will assume that the money belongs to the 


soldiers. ‘In such a case I would like to. 
know if the Government would have 
power to control such a company, because — 
if they had not it would not be an ordi- — 
nary business transaction. An ona 
business man would advance capital on 
debentures, but. he would not find the 
money unless he had a voice in the 
management. We have also to consider — 
how profits would be. distributed under 
such a provision, If the Government ad- pal: 
vance’ money are they Boing to receive 
any interest ? i a 
Senator Earre, Sane 1 7 
Senator F ATRBATRN-- Welt: it does a 
not so provide. 
Senator Eartz.—l] presume that regu- 























tion. 

Senator FATRBAIRN.—I do not 
think it could be done by regulation. The 
proposed new clause clearly provides that 
if the Minister approves of the establish- 
ment of any co- -operative concern the Go- 
vernment may advance a similar amount 
to that contributed in cash or in war 
bonds, by the members of the society. 

Senator Fort. —Would the Govern- 
ment be in the same position as the share- 


Senator FAIRBAIRN. —TI. do not 
think so. If the provision is adopted in 
its present form I do not.see how the Go- 
vernment ¢an claim interest on the capital 


Senator Mrnzen, ieee may be some 
doubt as to what the clause actuall 
means, but if I were Minister in charg 
Oe the’ Department, and the provision b 
came law, I would expect the money a 
vanced by the Government to is inter st 
bearing. i 

Senator FATRBATRN. Oa is a pee 
certain that if. Be ee new clau 









; en ee 







d iene tage on fhe. Eee error 
ti for: one half of the necessary capital. If 





we ave to subscribe money, but would not 
have any voice in the management. Ifa 
 @lause like this is to be passed, there 
should be clear definitions and safeguards 
okie these points. It should be stated, 
to start with, what a co-operative society 

iis Fos 





Senator Barzap. —Do you think the 
projects you have mentioned \have a 
legitimate business chance of success? 

__ Senator FATRBAIRN.—I should think 
the Geelong Woollen Mill Society. has 
every chance of success. It is being 
backed up by a good many business men 
to assist the scldiers to settle. That is 
_ the very sort of co-operative society we 
want. 
if approves of a co- operative society, he will 
_ be practically compelled to advance it an 
_ amount equivalent to the amount of cash 
or bonds that. its shareholders have put 
ite. Then, so far’ as 1) can see, the 
Lo ee nent will have no say in the 
i _ Management, and will get no interest 
on its investment, | 
Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
i 52].—I haye here a very ambitious 
_ prospectus, launched upon the people of 
_ South Australia, for new army and navy 
“stores, and the dapital that is being asked 
| for is £750,000. This concern is being 
_ established by the returned soldiers with 
their gratuity money, and will, no doubt, 
undertake trading, importing, ‘producing, 
| and every other class of employment that 
- men can indulge in. The prospectus is 
very carefully drawn up, and, so far as 
I know, has met with a great amount of 
favour amonest the returned | soldiers in 
South Australia. ‘If this new clause is 
| carried, ‘with or without Senator Grant’s 
and my amendments. I believe there will 
be no. need for the returned. men to put 
their gratuity bonds into such companies, 
I understand that the. South Austral’an 
company undertakes to give any returned 
soldier one-third cash for any gratuity 
bond that he puts in. and if the clause 
is carried that co- operative concern will 
be quite justified in asking the Govern- 
ment to see it through the whole busi- 
‘ness. J venture to think that ‘that will 
be done; whether our amendments are 
carried or not. The clause altogether 
seems to be a blunder, because it’ will 





_relieve the returned soldier of the neces- 


ue ein ee booing his: own Raat into these 





ice Ms, -, 1990.) 


such is the case, the Government would 


I understand th he Mi 
understan at if the Minister . dealt with, a free conference shall be held 


‘between ae two Houses. 


‘our depth altogether, 


ask for a free conference, or it may not. 


involve so. many amendments 





+ 


- Repatr iation Bill. 




































ben We should do all we can 
to help the returned soldier to help him 
self. If Senator Grant’s amendment is 
carried, the method of financing ’ ‘them- 
selves so far adopted by the army and 
navy stores in Adelaide, and by the 
Geelong company described by Senator 
Fairbairn, wil be quite unnecessary, | 
they can simply fall back on the Govern 
ment for the whole lot. 

(Victoria) 





Senator FAIRBAIRN 
[5:55].—After what has been pointed 
out, it must be plain that the amendment 
submitted by another place is much more 
far-reaching than was thought, and 1e- 
quires far more discussion than has’ ‘been. 
given to it. I ask the Committee. to 
disagree with the House of Representa~ 
tives’ amendment, with the idea, that, 
before so important a matter is finally 


At such a 
conference the managers from th's Cham- 
ber will be able to point out that the 
amendment will have very far- reaching 
consequences not contemplated “or ap- | 
proved by the mover in another place, 
and involve an immense amount of money. 
We must see that we do not get out of 
so far as iat! 
is concerned. ae 

Senator Baxuar.—Another lage may 


Senator FATIRBAIRN.—We shall have | 
done our duty uf we ask for a conference. 
Senator Barkuap.—Do you bel-eve: in 
the principle of co-operation ? 
. Senator FATRBAIRN. —Absolutely. | 
Senator Baxuap.—Then it is our duty i 
to re-model the proposal to meee ib SatiGn, 
factory. : 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—That ‘would: 
that we 
would almost have to re-model the whole 
Bull. The matter is quite important 
enough for a conference, Be ce se) 
Amendment negatived i) sen ea 
Amendment (by Senator geass 
proposed— oe 
That the motion be amended by adding ‘the 
words ‘‘ with the following amendment *” to 
the clause, viz., leave out ™ such industries to 
include the manuf: acture of boots, 
goods and clothing, tanning, wool-seduring 
fellmongering (and. kindred indusani sl $3, 
milling, and other enterprises.’ ’’ 
Senator EARLE (Tasman‘a) [5. sok 
If the Minister could see his way clear - 
to force the issue of. oe considera ion 














_ & CoH operative society ? 


1776 





Ausirahan Soldier 


Gieiaten leo. pivanes very stron: Tea- 
sons which would materially influence the 
minds of those who have put. forward. 
this elause in another place. I see many | 
possibilities of trouble to the Govern- 
ment from the. clause. They ‘are endless 
once you start. The Minister will be 


_ placed’ Im'a most unenviable position. 


Scores of applications will come im for 
money to subsidize the capital raised by 
returned soldiers, and even the capital 
-vaised by their friends who are not sol- - 
diers. How are we to define what a, co- 
operative society is in that case? A 
dozen soldiers may be backed up by fifty 
civilian capitalists, and in that way raise 
£50;000 or £100,000: Are the Govern- 


ment td subsidize them with a similar | 


amount? If another dozen soldiers form 
themselves into a company, and employ | 
50 or 100, or even 500 hands, will that be 
If the Commit- 
tee agree to reject the new clause, and 


seek a conference with another place, they. 


will be very well advised. 
Amendment negatived. : 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) (6: ay oa 
Re discussion indicated that the amend- 
Ment moved by Senator Newland was ne- 
cessary, yet it has been declared leet, E 


: respectfully suggest, that yen sir, should 


fi new clause sent to 









put it again. iene 


» Senator NEWLAND ( Sprit Waaueendts 
we 2|.—There is no doubt a certain amount 
_.of confusion in “the minds: of honorable 
_ Senators cver both the amendments, be: 
cause the discussion clearly indicated 
| thas the majority were in favour of mime. 
As that has been disposed of, it is now 
a question of accepting or rejecting the 
us by another place. 
poe ask the 
lb 
would net have been quite so objection 


able with the words I indicated deleted. | 
ie the clause is rejected, 


and another 
place desires to stick to it, the suggested 
conference between the Houses. will 
- doubtless. take place. I trust that, if we 


reject. ther clause, the matter will be again 


sensible and workable« provision arrived »thesa enterprises, they should be placed 
at, as the result of a conference. 


‘Senator Baxnar.—Then we are to. should not the Govern aes as Bearer 


debated in another place. and a more 


waive our functions of review for the sake 


‘ing that we shall waive any right. 


¥g 
the 


: fea a comference ' 


~ Senator NEWLAND. lio am not ask- 


J am_ 
urging the Committee a Insist upon | the 








ea 

wea of he Geiieto 
Standing Orders provide for conferences (i 
between the Houses, although I have not au 


-uselessness, and the danger it will be, not: 


Iman) ia 


lf move—. 


which a loan should be granted. 


Committee to reject-it, for the 5 
Yeasons which I have already given. — 


sured that any loan advaneed will be- 














Ryan any ¢: ease, the: ) 


knowm any to take place. since I have been. 
a member of the Senate, I urge the Com- 7 tae 
mittee to» reject the clause because of its’, 


only to the soldiers, a to the = ‘aga 





_ Senator EARLE | ( Theaniny 6. 4h ? OG 
In view of the possibility” of the clause pro- 
posed by another pa being tee fone ea 





’ 


That the motion be aTnenaed by ddaine mp 
eae **with the following amendments to the. . 
clause, viz., in sub-clause 2 after ‘loan’ in- 
sert ‘may be’ and after aes r hare bike 
the remaining: words.’ bees 

' Sub-elause 2° provides for the framing 
of regulations for the repayment of the — 
loan. . There is nothing in the clause to 
provide for the payment of interest, and 
I think that the regulation should pre-. 
scr-be all the conditions upon which any 4 
loan is granted. he 


Senator MILLEN (Naw South Waloas . 
Minister for Repatriation) [6.6].—I can- 
not help thinking that the amendment 
which Senator Earle at Is an ex- 
tremely desirable one. ' Ordinarily speak- 
ing, the Commission will. have power to — 

make regulations for carrying out the ~ 
Mets but in this proposed new clause the 
House of Representatives has mserted a 
specific power of regulation, which is 
limited to the method of repayment, and 
it micht be urged 4hat this would with 
hold from the Commission the power to 
make rezulations, as to’ the conditions on* 





aA 






















Senator Krartne.—The amendment is. 
certainly ambiguous as it stands.’ le 

Senator MILLEN. That is SQ.) dae 
therefore, on behalf of the Government, 
accent the Ae arrOy, moved a Senator 
Earle. : a 

Senator BAKHAP a a 16. 8}. — 
No doubt the amendment, ‘y 
goes, is harmless, and may be beneficial 
but if there is any, virtue in. co-operation, 
and the Government is going to assisbh 


wi 


in the posit'on of a partner in them. Wh 


a ae apeatinre in ‘connexion te th 
proposal than that of merely being ¢ 


Sa ilies should: Brie ei be Go 7 







nae Maw, 


on Pt 0 
‘ _ -/ Senator Bare —My amendment. will 
provide for thai. 











“’ “loan’’ is retained. If that word is re- 
tained, the Commonwealth Government 
_ will not be in the position in which I wish 
_. to see it placed—that of an actual .part- 
ner in these enterprises which it subsi- 
_ dizes with public money. 
~ Senator Mitten.—The ‘proposed new 
- clause, even if amended as proposed by 
Senator Earle, does hot seem. tome to 
_, provide for the Government. taking shares 
an in these enterprises, . 
Senator BAKHAP<—That i is My point, 
and I say that if the principle of co-ope- 
ration is to be’ adopted, the Common- 
___-wealth Government, as representing the 
: whoie of the Australian people, should 
be placed in the position of a partner 
“with the returned soldiers in these subsi- 
| we ° dized e0-operative enterprises. 
Senator Earte.—That would be of no 





use unless the Government had a con- 


age interest. 
Senator BAKHAP. ng do not Mabe 
; ae the amendment moved by Sena- 






_ tor Earle. is to be the last submitted, but 


. I should like to. have something inserted 
~ in the: proposed new clause. to define the 
- _ expression ““ co-operative. basis.’ 

de ‘Senator Mirren. —Such an amendment 
might be moved as sub-clause 3 of the 
proposed new clause, but we.had better 

Bet Senator Earle’s amendment out of the. 

y first. 

Oa BAKHAP. or “understand 
ae the Minister agrees with me that the 
_ acceptance of Senator Earle’s amendment 

. does not permit the Commonwealth 

* Government to associate themselves on a 

share basis with these co-operative enter- 
OC EER oe 

‘Senator RG ne is $0. 

‘Senator BAKHAP.—Then I say that 

‘that should be provided for. 

_ Amendment agreed to. |, 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania). c 12]. 
a move— * 


That the motion be amended by laine the 


following _ “words, viz. :—‘‘ Add _the following 


new sub-clause :— 
BV Ek operative basis My ahatt mean as- 


Ls 
sistance to an unregistered association or 


partnership of not more than ten soldiers 


or a registered company the whole of the 
shareholders in which are soldiers at the 


time Of. ee \ Ne 


Bees SiGe 





1020. n 





c Shion . of shareholders in these ‘ch 


; - Senator BAKHAP. Hagen if the word 


more than a: certain number of 


requirements that are absolutely essen- 


-honest’ attempt to safeguard the 


“care to employ a regularly paid secretary 


kept set. of books. 





Phage 


| Lat oasce Bill, 








































Any business man will, donee ee 
reason which animates me in submitting 
this amendment. ~-One of the great dif: 
ficulties in connexion with co-operation 
will be the combination of a number of 
men. with sufficient knowledge of busingss 
affairs to keep”books and so on. Fo 
this reason, [I would limit an unregistered. 
association.or partnership to not mor 
‘than ten soldiers. There might 
some conflict between this proposal ani 
the company laws of the different States, 
which, in the case of some, insist that 1 
indi 
viduals engage in any partnership, they. 
must register themselves as a company 
I understand, however, that Commo 
wealth legislation, in an arena which is 
constitutional, overrides State legislation 
when there is a conflict. . Consequently 
my amendment would have legal force, 
‘notwithstanding the fact that a. State 
enactment prescribed that a number of 
petsons less than ten associated in any 
enterprise must register as a company. _ 
“Senator Minren.—The ‘honorable sena- ) 
tor says ‘‘not more than ten.’ Hi 
Senator BAKHAP.—If more than hen ' 
or less than ten returned soldiers register 
themselves ay a company, keep books, em- — 
ploy a secretary, and do everything in — 
proper form, they can still secure the 
“perefits of this legislation. But if they 
do not. undertake to register themselves 
and observe the strict rules and regula- 
tions prescribed for the carrying on of the 
business of a joint stock company, the 
Commonweaith Government should — not 
be permitted to assist to any very 
material extent a numerous association 
that does not observe all the commercial 





tial to the successful carrying on of any 
business. My attempt to define wha 
a “co-operative basis” shall mean may 
be crude and unsatisfactory, but it is am 
Com 
monwealth in assisting any loose assocla- 
tion of returned soldiers who may no 


but may desire to come together to carry 
on a presumably promising enterprise ol 
decent business lines: | If two or mor 
acree to register asa company, certain 
lezal provisions will have to. be observe 
in “regard to balance-sheets and so on. Ix 
the case of such a company, the. Govern: 
ment would have access to ‘a property. 
I understand that a 
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the present time, should we amend an 
amendment of this kind coming from 


another place, it is \possible that the 


clause may be totally rejected, but 
I have submitted a proposal for the in- | 
_terpretation of the term “ co-operative | 
basis } whether the proposed new clause 
is finally adopted or rejected. : 


Senator KEATING ( Tasmania) [6.19]. 
‘he more this amendment is discussed 

_ the more clearly is it shown that it is one 
_ that cannot possibly be properly dealt 
with by the Committee either compre- 
-hensively or in the manner proposed by 
Senator Bakhap. The honorable senator 
has submitted an amendment intended to 
aN define the words ‘‘co-operative basis ’’ in 
eh thie proposed new clause, and I direct the 
attention of honorable senators to the fact 
that if they substitute for the words “ co- 
operative basis” the definition proposed by 
Senator Bakhap, the proposed: new clause 
will be rendered nonsensical. Co-opera- 
tion is a very difficult matter to deal with 
legislatively. This is a matter that in- 
ts volves the consideration of a number of 
‘different principles. It cannot be exhaus- 
tively dealt with in a single clause. 
“Whilst the war was on, limitations were. 
imposed with regard +o increases of 
capital by companies, and investment of. 

_ capital in certain enterprises, these limi- 
_ tations being subject to certain exceptions | 
in the case of co-operative enterprises, or 
where it was intended to convert an ordi- 
mary company into ‘a .co-operative con- 
cern. I ‘know from experience that many 
attempts made to convert going toaiae 
“into. co-operative enterprises, to 
originate co-operative concerns, Hed ne be 
: most carefully scrutinized by, ‘officials on 
, behalf of the Government,. and © at 
» times I was called upon to render pro- 
fessional assistance in the redrafting. and 
resettling of certain propositions. If we 
_ intend to inquire into the minutest de- 
tails of co-operative principles, we. shall 
be taking on a very big contract. 1. 
think, therefore, that the amendment 












should” not he agreed to, and I am in- / 


clined, speaking “generally, to negative 

the motion in order to open up the way 
for a fuller and freer consideration: or 
_ the question of co-operation. 





a, ‘time limit should be fixed for the 
‘operation of this clause, otherwise re- 
turned sailors and soldiers may be able to 
_ take: Ceuta, of its Mahaeer for a 





‘is the intention of the Parliament. _ 


ng debate to have been one of hostility — 


advertisement for certain ideas, 


thing more involved in the principle than u 


movement when an cea Ny. oie 


‘Tanner proposed in this clause. 


more than the war loans which were sub- 
scribed to so largely by men with small 


Senator REID. (Queensland) [6. 291, — 







Ceti calten ndi 
millions of pounds. I do not think that 


- Amendment negatived. 


Senator BAKHAP (‘Therhaaiay” Te. 28). 
oy hope I am not misinterpreting the : 
Minister’s attitude, but I think that only uy 
a spirit of loyalty to his colleagues has — 
induced him to submit the motion. for the 
adoption of the amendment from another — 
place. I judge his attitude throughout 





o the amendment as a whole. as 
ate to take up that attitude. The pro- 
posal has been somewhat hastily SUb- 5) 
mitted in another place, probably as an 
and to 
meet the exigencies of the moment due 
to a confusion of opinion between mem- 
bers of that Chamber; but there is some- 


T am not | - 











is apparent at first. ‘I invite honorable © 
senators to take stock of the deekigtie 
world, and note ‘the discontent that is 
evident in every direction. Abroad we 
see thrones toppling, and social changes — 
of a most far- ‘reaching character bake i 
place. 

Senator MuLLEN. Ba, ‘the honorable 
senator thinks I am opposed to the co- 
operative principle, I maust correct, him, 
I am not, 7 

Senator BAKHAP. i is not for tig) 
to be continually preaching the doetiae 
of co-operation without availing ourselyes 
of the chance to do something for the 



























itself, 
Senator Ha i Saat to do i in 
a reasonable way; not in the shpaiad 


Senator BAKHAP.—There can ‘be no 
safer ideal than the incorporation of this 
principle in every important phase of 
‘Australian Godustnela life: Nothing 
tended to stabilize ‘society in Australia 


amounts of capital. I venture to say 
that, at the present moment, notwith 
standing all our disabilities 
content, we are in a better © 
tion of social equilibrium than people 
in’ any other country, because large 
numbers of hitherto discontented people 
have, in th's way, Degone associate 
with the stability — ie 

I fide nae: haa if 












“i Phos ies ete, into the industrial — 
life of the community, ag partners with 
the State, a great deal will have been 


achieved. I am not going to lightly vote 


ue for the rejection of the motion. 


- Senator GRANT (New-South Wales) 
oe (6. 28].—I am a strong believer in the 
principle of co-operation- 

Senator vE Lareiz.—You 
against it just now. 


Senator GRANT.—I aia nothing of 
- the kind. The honorable senator is mis- 
interpreting my remarks and actions, and 
so I wish to make it quite clear that I 
hav® no objection to the principle of co- 
‘Operation at all. My amendment was to 
' give ‘the Minister power to advance 
money to one or two soldiers. Senator 
de Largie voted against. that on eiean 
In view of the statement made by Sena- 
tor Fairbairn,.I think the Minister 
for Repatriation (Senator Millen) would 
‘be well advised’ to reconsider the 
position. Hus colleagues in the Ministry 
will not slay him, for they will realize 
_ that he is doing the right thing if he 





voted 


- -permits his supporters in the Senate to 


‘vote against the clause, so that it may 
‘receive further consideration in another 
place, or lead to a conference. 


Question — That ~the motion, as 


amended, be agreed to—put. The Com- 
mittee divided. | OREM nes 
| ~ Ayes sa Be ee iO 
Noes ata eee bis dO 
be ie ; Majority ee aly 
3 AYES. 
Hoehas! Ai Bid a ies Shannon, J. Ww. 
Millen, HE. D. 
‘\ Pearee, G. FB. feller: 
Russell, EK. J. de Wei eae, a 
; Nors. 
Bolton, W. Le Newland, Jy 
Buzacott, R. Plain, W. 
Fairbairn, G. Reid, M. 
ool Hoss: Rowell, ‘sa 
Givens, T. ~ | | Senior, W. - 
Grant, J Teller : 
Keating, dat. Earle, J. 


‘Ghiéation so resolved in the Pune, 
Motion, as amended, negatived. 
eth ee reported ; Her, adopted. 


oe by ADJOURNMENT 


“Motione (by Senator oes) _pro- 
posed— Sh 
That aii Scie do now adjourn. TA 


ms Net stg Cook 
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tons of fodder at Adelaide which ‘has 


‘starving for want of it. 


‘and A. Brown, of Newcastle, will. provide 


Inter-State shipping has ceased. 





| Personal viata | 









[6.34] —Mr. Prosdeat? 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon 
T. Givens).—I will resume the ie at 
8 o'clock. . 
Sitting suspended from 6. 3 to 84 D. Mm. 


The PRESIDENT—The | question 1 
“That the Senate do now adjourn.” 
Senator GRANT.—I call attention | ( 
the fact that a quorum is not present. 
The bells having been rung, by 
The PRESIDENT.—There being. ‘ne 
quorum present, the Senate stands ad 
journed until 3 o ‘clock to-morrow. 
Senate adjourned at 8.3 p. m, 





House of € Repreventaligal . 


Wedneta 5 May, 1920. ° of 


Mr. SpraKer (Hon. W. Elliot J sua 2 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and read \ 
prayers. . i 


“TRANSPORT OF FODDER. iy 
Mr. MARKS,—There are some 35, 000 


been bought and paid for, but the pur 
chasers cannot get 14, transported to nig Me 
South Wales, where dairy stock is | 
Will the Gan 
ment endeavour to procure the necessary a 
freight? I understand that Messrs. J... 





the necessary ships if their’ vessels are ie 
not diverted to Queensland. : 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—As Wie honde 
able member is aware, our control of — 


Mr. McWitrizams.—No! Puen yee 

Sir JOSERH COOK.—It is “in ora 
cess of ceasing: and, except in the most 
technical sense, has ceased. However, I 
shall look into the matter; and if it ig 
possible to give help in the direction sug- 
gested, I shall be glad to do : 80. 
















PERSONAL EXPLANATION, ‘ 
Mr. HIGGS—1I wish to make a a 


sonal explanation regarding a statement 
published in this morning’s Age concern- 
ing an piace ate that I moved yee 











ee 


°wehien. the Sonhbet s message about the Re: 
patriation Bill was under consideration. 
] The Age states— + : 


wa suggestion sby Mr. Considine ie this 
i move was instigated by the Government was 
resented by’ Mr. Higgs as being. particularly 
offensive, and in accordance with ‘parliamentary 





practice, J Mr. Considine was required to with- 


_ draw the remark. Subsequently, however, 
several members pointedly commented on the 
facet that the proposal submitted by Mr. Higgs” 


| was similar in every respect to that. outlined 
oo by the Minister for Repatriation when the Bill 
was: ‘before the ‘Senate. Z 


Gelatin js also drawn to the fact that 
when the division was taken I was absent. 
I assure honorable members that I did not 
hear Senator Millen’s speech, and had not 
read it until this morning. I find that 
\uhe |said— yee: 
If some of the gentlemen who have heen so. 
ardent in their desire to have industries started 
by the returned soldiers showed their faith in 


the proposition by agreeing to subsidize the 


‘proposals, or to advance £1 for every £1 ad-~ 
_ waneed by the country for this purpose, I 


should have greater faith in the value of the 


| Proposals they make. 


' I was not aware until this morning that. 
Senator Millen had expressed those views. 
_ The way in which I came to move my. 
“amendment was this: The Government ’ 
‘Whip (Mr. Burchell) asked ‘me how I 
proposed to vote in regard to the Senate’s . 
amendments, and I told him that I had 
already said in thelouse that the clause 
inserted at the instance of the honorable 
member for Echuca (Mr. Hill) contained - 
the germ of a; great idea, which I did not 
feel disposed to reject altogether; and I. 
3 suggested an amendment, of it, Sabine him 
- 1f£-he would see the Minister about ruin! 
ae did not see the Minister at all in con- 
- nexion with my amendment. , 


i Mr. Avsrin Onapman —What harm 
- would it have done if the honorable mem- 
i ben had seen him? a 


Mr. HIGGS—I am br emeene to an 
attempt to put me in a false position. 
The Government Whip returned, and 
said that the Minister had no: objection to. 
what. I proposed,. but would I see the 
parliamentary draftsman. I handed to 
him the words that I wished, to insert in 
the clause, and they were embodied in an®* 
amendment. exactly as 1 had written 
_ them; the parliamentary draftsman ad: 

ding some words | which the Minister 


° 


“place, but that. was because I was at a 


will do the*work. ° 


usual to subscribe a oun of clams 


‘honorable members sha. 
| pine, doles A to aay abot U the ag eeme i 










hae 
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shone hile be. dda to p vid . 
the making 6f regulations. It ; 
that 1 was absent when the division’ cone 


meeting called by Professor Leeper, for, a 
the formation of an association for the 
stu dy -of modern languages, and I had a i Bia 
pair from the Labour Whip (Mr. James i i 
Page), who kindly said that if he could” 

get no one else. he would pair with me 

himself, That is the we Bony, Ona 











































WHEAT POOL: DISTRIBUTION or 
* FUNDS, 


ae GREGORY. a wish to ae 
whether, if the Government cannot get 
a. complete account prepared in con- 
nexion with the A and B Wheat Pools, — 
they will at least ‘distribute améng the 
producers any money that may be me 
hand belonging to them? 
Six JOSEPH COOK—I am. sorry ee 
both the Ministers who have do with this 
matter are at present Mors de combat, — 
but I ‘shall’ have their attention directed 
to the honorable member” s question. 


OLE AGREEMENT BILL. 
| Antictss OF Assocration. x 


a McWILLIAMS. eS | ask ie Min- 
ister for the Navy whether, before we are 
called upon to deal with Ane agreement 
between the Government. and ‘the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company, — the company’s 
Articles: of Association. can “be tabled. — 

Mr. Buaxn.ny. —And its share list. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. oa) do not see 
how the Articles of Association can be 
laid on the table before the agreement has 
been ratified. So far as L know, all avail 
able details are contained in the agree- 
postere eee : ‘ge? 5 

Mr. Braweney. TN rbemice does 
not even .guarantee that the compa: 


Eta 


“Sir JOSEPH COOK. —t: is hatdly 


and do nothing with it. 

“Mr. McWitiiams. <The Articles” 
aed’ for which I ask are those f 
the Anglo-Persian Company. a is 

Sir JOSEPH | COOK.—The par 
company? I will see if they can, be o 
tained; The Government desires | 


Wet ris 





Ser: 





Noha eae ie! 4 
— Commonwealth Bank. — 


Me > ConrTROL ; Note. Issuz. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —Is it he 


H eiten tion of the Government to make any 


alteration in the control of the Bank by 


‘the appointment of a Board, and is it 


- proposed that the note issue shall be under 


the control of the Bank? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The whole 
matter is under consideration, and I hope 
to be able to make an announcement to 
a) he House regarding it shortly. 


‘COMMON WEALTH AND STATE 
- FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS. 


Pt: FENTON.—At what date will 


there be brought before this House par- 


ticulars of arrangements either involving 
a continuance of “the payment of moneys 
as now allotted to the States, or provid- 


- ing for a variation thereof? I understand 


that the present agreement Gee dur- 


i ing this or next year. | 
| JOSEPH COOK.—I presume 
: tha it such an arrangement will -come be- 
fore this House fou settlement when a 


tentative settlement has been arrived at 


between the Governments of the Com- 


monwealth and the States. I know, of 
course, that we can ride roughshod over 
the States, if we will; but there 1s 
nu reason. at all why we should do so. 
The matter at issue is a partnership con- 


cern between Commonwealth and States, 
and relates to a vital part of the financ- 


ing of the two parties. Therefore, it is 
obvious, and would be only courteous, 
that we should consult the States before 
arriving at any decision. The whole 
question of financial relations, among 
other matters, is bound to arise at the 
Ai cours 38 Premiers’ Ra og 
; 
NAVAL ; DEPOT ; WILLIAMSTOWN : 
Mr, FENTON.—When will the Naval 
Depot, at present situated at Williams- 
town be transferred to Flinders Naval 
Base? eae . [ 


Sir > JOSEPH COOK. Wa. “hope, 


ra 


within the course of a very few months. 


It is proposed to make a beginning with 
the removal a little later in the present 
year, and matters are being hurried on 
ae that object in view. ‘The feeling 
ig, es * the sooner, the Botais eat 


ahs } kejtery 


i ae ‘ 
bles q i. a : at 
TOPO ey ¥ 7 : 

Oe > SEE tue AN OU a 
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fore essaying to answer such a question, — 









STANDARDIZATION OF DRESS. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—In view 
of the high cost of living, and the ever- ~~ 
increasing prices of food and clothing, 
will the Government consider a sugges- 
tion to standardize dress ego se the 
Commonwealth ? : 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—One requires 
to know something about the standard be- 


I shall be glad to discuss the matter Ofa 
standards first with the hondrable mem- 
ber, and, after having arrived at a. de- a 
eision thereon, I should be able to 
answer his question in this House. Me 





ADJOURNMENT (Formal). ; 


ARBITRATION Court ConaEstTIon. 


Mr, SPEAKER.—I have received an 
intimation from the honorable member — 
for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) ‘that he 
desires to move the adjournment of the 
House to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, “ The 
present congestion in the Arbitration 
Court, and matters appertaining there- 
to. 9 

Five honorable members having 1 risen 
in their places, 

Question proposed. ; 

Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) 2. 43) 24)) 
Shortly after my election to this Chamber 
in 1917 a quarrel occurred between the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and Mr, 


Justice Higgins, of the Arbitration Court. 


At the same time—or almost coincident 

therewith—a campaign was launched 

throughout Australia, and hundreds of re- 

solutions were sent from different organi- 
zations, such as the Employers Federa- 
tions, the Pastoral Unior, and branches ~ 
of the Farmers and Settlers’ Association, — 
asking that the Arbitration Act be 
amended and requesting particularly that 
Mr. Justice Higgins be removed from the 
Arbitration Court. That was a well. 
planned campaign to rid the Arbitration 
Court of Mr. Justice Higgins, but be- — 
cause of the protests of honorable members 
on this side of the House of Representa- 
tives the campaign broke down; it was a 
failure. It is deplorable that, owimg to 
a personal quarrel between the parties 
mentioned things should happen to-day 
which certainly “do not tend towards har- 
mony and stable industrial conditions, 
The congestion in the Court is such a 

















to arouse grave oun concerning in- 
- dustrial peace in the future. Most hon- 
-orable members have received a list from 
the Australian Journalists’ Association, 
which contains the names of forty-two. 
“unions that have been waiting for vary- 
ing periods, up to fifteen months, in order 
to go before the Arbitration Court. 


_ * Mr, Avstriy Carman. —Why cannot 
: they get there’? 


Mr, BLAKELEY.—Because aa Prime 


-. Minister does not want them to get there; 
_ ‘because the intention, probably, of the 
High Court itself and, at any rate, of 


this Government, or: of its Leader, is. to, 
kall the Arbitration Court by permitting 


it to break down of its own! weight. What 
are the Government doing? 
N othing! 


-eases to be dealt with? Mr. 


dustice Powers who, until recently, was: 


taking some of the cases, has been given 
six months’ leave of absence. Early this 
month, when hedring, the plaint of the 
Australian Society of Engineers, Mr. 
Justice Higgins said, 
all the work now; there is not even one 
deputy, and I have: had no iutimation 
that the Court will have any relief at 
present. That means delay of public 
business.” The Australian Workers 
Union, since January last, has had a case 
pending in connexion with station hands 
throughout Australia. It would require 
only one day, and probably less. than a 
full day, to deal with the issue, yet it may 


‘be months before the Aeuuoan Workers. 


Union can get before the Court. . The 
_ Federated Shipwrights, Ship Construc- 
- tors, &c., Union-filed their case on the 
ond December, 1918, but it has not yet 
eon. dealt with. The dispute has been 
-teferred into Court, and the ‘parties are 

- mow trying to secure an agreement. ‘The 
_ Australian Timber Workers Union filed 
_ their plaint® on the 8rd February last 
year. The matter was dealt with, I be- 


What does ; 
the High Court suggest to enable these 


““T have got to, do 


the High Court in Sydney. 


o 


men, has to wait for many months before . 
It 


the High « net toe oe a b, gonsest onl 
of public affairs should be "permitted. 


- Honorable members should compare the — 


situation in the Arbitration Court with 
the facts surrounding a recent hearing in 
Having been 
given less than twenty-four hours’ notice, 
the High Court sat and decided an im-— 
portant point which had been raised by a 


+ 
sy 


company running the totalisator in New — 


South Wales. Such an organization ~~ 
could get before the highest Court in the 
land in about ten minutes, but a 
body of workers such -as the Austra- 
lian Workers Union, numbering- 102,000 _ 
can plead before the judiciary. 

That. in itself shows something of the @ 


sham which is being perpetrated in con- * 


eo 


lieve, only the day before yesterday, and: 


thas not yet been finalized. The Aus- 
tralian Tramway Employees’ Association 
filed their plaint on the 8th May, 1919. 
Their case has been partly settled by 
agreement, but not as an outcome of any- 
thing done in or by the Court. I have 
mot the time to deal in detail ath all the 
cases which have been listed; but, on the 
face of the facts, it does not redound to 


= 


how \ 


\ 


- sent in resolutions in an attempt to bre 
_down the Court. 


removed from the Arbitration Co L 


recently flared up, again. 
that in 1917 and #018 an attempt was 
made to repeal the Act and thereby get 


nexion with arbitration matters in ce a 
tralia. So far as I can learn, Chief 
Justice ee does not think that any of” 
the High Court Justices should preside 
over the Arbitration Court. At any 
rate, notwithstanding — the fact of Mr. 

Justice Higgins in the Court vainly at- 
tempting to stem the ‘tide of the cases — 
which are coming in; although ‘the High — 

Court has the power to appoint deputies, — 
it will not grant him any assistance. Ap- 
parently with the consent of the Govern- 
ment, the High Court is dominant in s 
such matters. “Hence the chaos we have 
in the industrial world of Australia. The 
campaign to which I was just referring _ 
having commenced in i91%, 
because of a. quarrel between . the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and the ed 
President of the Arbitration Court, has 

_ We are aware 






























rid of Mr: Justice Higgins; or to brea 
down the whole machinery. 

Mr. Austin CHAPMAN. -—Who made the 
attempt? 

Mr. BLAKELEY. ncoe Prime Vn 
ter, by his constant attacks on Mr. Jus- ° 
tice Higgins and the employers’ organiza- 
tions. which If. have mentioned, which © 


However, the ‘primary = 
desire was to have Mia Justice Higgins — 


bench. The attempt which was mai 
in 1917 and 1918 is now being tried aga 
with the intention ee i airs the e- 


Naventd a. Conference “which will, 
gates 


the Australian 
membership of 102,000, it will hav@ only 


a 


ee 

Trades and Labour Councils of the dif- - 
ferent States will be represented at the 

Conference. 
Engineers will: be represented by one de- 

| legate... 

Conference will allow itself to be used 





dak oe ae Aart 

the Prime Minister rece 

‘to: criticise the actions of Mr. Justice Hig- . 
gins, but was prevented by Mr. Speaker 


“tic Cleiaber 
tly. attempted — 


are doing so. However, he imme- 


diately took advantage of the columns of 


the press to bitterly attack the President 
of the Court. He “has also con- 
an- 
parently, comprise a majority of ticle: 
antagonistic to the Arbitration 
Court. 
Workers’ 


one delegaté at the Conference, whereas: ~ 
small union represented on the 


The Australian Society of. 


T can quite foresee that-af the 


_ merely as a-tool to get rid of Mr. Justice 


‘Higgins, that step will be taken. 
the honorable member for South Sydney 
(Mr. Riley) asked the Prime Minister 
yesterday what he proposed to do to re- 
lieve the congestion in the Arbitration 
Court, the Peiab Minister replied in pes- 


When 


Sacetie ‘tones that all was lost; although 


the Act had been amended so many times 
it had failed, and nothing could be done; 


ter, and, therefore, he must go. 
et be hoped. that no scheme to get rid of 
: er succeeds. 


but while the Prime Minister stands here 
tellmg ws this tale most dismally, he 


. leaves Mr. Justice Higgins down in the 
' Court to grapple, as far as his powers 


will allow him, with the forty-two cases 
that await him. - The right honorable 


gentleman should have told the House 
what-his” intentions ‘are—-whether it is his - 


desire to give the President of the Court 


a he Necessary- relief, or. whether, his ob- 


ject is to let the whole thing break down 
under its own weight. The opinion of 
those’ who are clamouring round -the 
doors of the Court is that the desire is to 
get rid of Mr. Justice Higgins, to whose 


efforts we owe a great deal ofthe indus-’ 


trial peace we have had in Australia for 
a considerablé number of ~years past. 
Apparently he ig the only Justice of the 
High Court who knows. something of the 

working classes and of the conditions 
under which they live. But it is certain 
that he does not satisfy the Prime Minis- 
Tt is 


ig Mahe not, if the Aus- 


Tiina a hes 
- 


8X2 


~” < 


A Otay, oa - 
aay Re VAR 


; ion Workers Union have any say in, oy 


‘ter was called sharply to order when he 


I might mention that, although. 
Union has a’ 


Prime 
Lot 


‘ otherwise 


‘else on’ his behalf will bave, the oppor- ~ a / 


| rid of Mr. Justice Higgins. Hiatt 







the matter. 

Sin Josernx Coox.—TI rise to a eure of 
order. I call attention to the fact that the — 
honorable member for Darling has been 
indulging in'a diatribe against the Prime 
Minister, declaring that he desires to re-_ 
move Mr. Justice Higgins from the ’ 
Bench. The other day the Prime Minis- 


was supposed to be replying to some ob- 
servations made by that Justice. I sug- — 
gest that the honorable ‘member is en- 
tirely out of order in so frequently bring- ae 
ing in the name of Mr. Justice Higgins. 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot — 
Johnson ).—There is a specific motion be- - . 
fore the Chair to deal with the conges- . 
tion in the Arbitration Court presided — 
over by the Justice to whom reference : 
has been made. In regard to the in- — 
cident to which the Minister for the Navy 
has just referred, it will be remembered | 
that there was a refléction on the Justice 
which I thought was not in accordance . 
with the practice of Parliament, and was 
therefore not in order. With regard to 
the criticism of the honorable member for 
Darling on the .Prime Minister, the 
honorable member has been expressing. 
his views upon certain actions of the — 
Prime Minister in relation to the ane sant 
tration Court and matters associated 
therewith, and has therefore been keep- 





‘ing within the terms of the motion, his 


argument being that the present position » 
is due to an alleged feud between the 
Minister and the Judge. So 
long as he does not make personal re- _ 
flections or impute improper motives the 


‘hondrable member is within his rights 
of criticism. 


The 
member 
as .to 


statements of the 
relate. to matters- 
the correctness or 
of which ‘I have no know- | 
ledge or concern. The honorable 
member will not be in order in imputing 
unworthy motives; but otherwise he isen- . © 
titled to criticise the actions of the Prime __ 
Minister in relation to the Arbitration — ke 
Court. The Prime Minister or anyone ig 


honorable 
fact, 


tunitv which the Justice does not have of 
replying to any statement which. is uinen Ne 
on the floor of the House. 7? 
Sir Joszpn Coox.—The sbatement to. 
which I took exception was two or three 
times repeated—namely, that it way quite 
obvious the Prime Minister wished to Boe 








has failed. 
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opinion of the honorable member for 
Darling, but it does not necessarily im- 
pute an unworthy motive. The. desire 
for the removal of a judge or other per- 
son from office, even if it actually did 
exist in the mind of the Prime Minister, 
would not necessarily imply an unworthy 
motive. [ am not in a_ position 
to say whether it does so exist or not with- 
out knowing what may be behind the 


statement. , Such a ‘desire might arise 
from the highest possible motive. How- 
‘ever, without knowing what 1s in the 


honorable member’s mind, it is impossible 


for me to express an opinion on the point. 
The honorable member’s statement does _ 


not appear to be out of order. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—The campaign so - 


admirably carried out by the different 
employers’ organizations throughout Aus- 
tralia, and the contributions from time to 


_time by the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), 


have resulted up to date in failure to at 


‘least so alter the Court as to get rid of 


the President, Mr. Justice Higgins. us 
ean clearly forecast the suggestions that 
will be.put forward at the Industrial 


‘Conference shortly to be convened. It 
‘will, no doubt, be suggested, and possibly 


by some of the delegates themselves, that 
the slate should be wiped clean—that we 
should repeal the Act and start afresh. 
The moment that the Act is repealed Mr. 


. Justice Higgins will disappear from the 


Conciliation and Arbitration Court of the 
Commonwealth. He will remain on the 
High Court Bench, but will be lost to the 
industrial community of Australia. His 


disappearance from the Conciliation and’ 


Arbitration Court will be a loss, not only 
to the industrial community, but to Aus- 
tralia as a whole. 
ment in the light of my experience of the 


learned Judge in that Court, and because 


of the work which he has done. It is 
the work he, has done -there that has 
probably resulted in the campaign to get 
rid of him. This campaign in the past 


in the future. 


When the campaign to get rid of the™ 


President of the Court, and to smash, so 
to speak, the whole of our arbitration 
laws had failed, we had another attempt 
by at least one organization to induce the 
Parliament to earry an amendment of the 


arbitration law designed to bring about 


+, tok 


| 


RES ENTATIVES.] oe: Form 


Mr. SPEAKER.—That may be the 


1s inequitable that the union and employees — 


I make that state-- 


cases 
. general trouble has 


It is to bé hoped it will fail 


have been penalized by the union and pre- 7 
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certain results. I proposé now to quote’ 
a letter dealing with some of the rules of 


the Australian Workers Union, together 


with counsel’s opinion, which, curiously, 
enough, was given by the present Chief  , 
Justice. The following letter was ad- 
dressed by Mr. J. W. Allen, secretary of — 
the Pastoralists Union—which is now the 
Graziers’ Association—to “The Hon. L. 

EK. Groom, M.H.R., Attorney-General, — 


Commonwealth of Australia”? :—_~ h 


17th April, 1919. _ 
Sir, > ». | be 


COMMONWEALTH ARBITRATION ACT— _ 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT RE SIGNING — 
SHEARING AGREEMENTS BEFORE ROLL- _ 
CALL, : ; 


In December last, the writer, by direction of — 
the executive, laid before you in Melbourne 
particulars of a proposal for amendment of the 
Commonwealth Arbitration Act to enable 
graziers to make binding shearing engagements 
prior to the arrival of the men on the stations. 
The necessity for the amendment of the Act — 
is brought about by the action of the Aus- — 
tralian Workers Union in adopting a rule ~ 
imposing a penalty of £2 upon each member ~ 
who enters into a signed agreement prior to — 
roll-eall. It has already been pointed out that — 
it hag been customary in the industry for very’ — 
many years to sign agreements some con- — 
siderable time before commencement of work, 
as it is only by such means that binding ~ 
contracts can be made, and the employer on 
the one hand be enabled to definitely arrange 
his shearing operations, and the employee on 
the other hand to be definitely assured of 
engagement prior to travelling long distances — 
for the purpose of securing employment. As 
an award of the Commonwealth Court is in — 
operation providing more favorable terms for — 
employees than have previously prevailed, it — 


Be ok ‘ 











should, by the use of the rule in question, — 
be placed in the position of being able, while 
taking full advantage of the award, by 
force of the employer’s~ necessity, to also 
demand additional concessions on arrival at 
the station, The rule can only exist for this 
purpose, and has already had the effect in 
this State of enabling members to demand in 
some cases increased rates of payment, in — 
others adult wages for boys; and in other ~ 
various concessions. The fact that 
ot yet arisen is no ~ 
argument for the maintenance of such an un: 
just rule, which is disadvantageous alike to — 
employer and employee, and which is also dia- | 
metrically opposed to the spirit of the Arbi- — 
tration Act. All means other than an altera- — 
tion of the Act have been exhausted en- 
deavouring to secure the withdrawal of! this 
rule, A conference 
Workers Union has 
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prior to roll-call. 
In December last, when I placed the posi- 
tion before you and before many members of 
Parliament, ‘each member agreed that the 
union should be prevented from maintaining 
the objectionable rule in question. You, how- 
ever, stated that your Government could not 
‘so late in the session introduce a ‘debatable 
clause in the amending Act, and in addition 
raised doubt as to whether the proposal could 
constitutionally be enacted. . The question was 
- submitted to eminent counsel, and the attached 
- opinion by Mr. Adrian Knox, K.C. (copy. of 
which has been previously sent you), indicates 
that there are apparently constitutional difficul- 
' ties in the way of cata ee Association’ 8 
proposal. 


In view of the above, I wave, by iection 
of my executive, again to ask that the pro- 
posal should be incorporated as an amend- 


: es from entering into aie agreements 


ment of the Commonwealth Arbitration Act 


at the earliest possible date, in order to avoid 
industrial difficulty in the pastoral industry. 
The suggested amendment is as follows:— 


ui « The rules of an organization registered under 


this Act and the officials of such an organiza- 
tion shall not during the currency of an award 
in the industry concerned prevent or impede 
any members of such organization from enter- 
ing into written agreements in accordance 
with such award at any time prior to the com- 
“Tencement of service.’ 


| ‘The opinion eefeired to is as follows :— 


OPINION OF MR. ADRIAN KNOX, K.C., RH 
SUGGESTED AMENDMENT OF COMMON. 

~ WEALTH. joe aati spon Cpt DE- 
CEMBER, 1918. 


In my opinion; it is within. the powers of 
the Commonwealth Parliament under the Con- 
stitution to prescribe the conditions under 
which associations or bodies of persons may 

become and remain - organizations for the pur- 

poses indicated in that Act are themselves with- 
in the powers of the Parliament. On _ this 
ground I am of opinion that section 55 (2) of 
the Act prescribing the conditions to be com- 
“plied with by associations applying for regis- 
tration as organizations is within, the powers of 
the Parliament, and it appears to me that the 
High Court so decided in the Jumbunna case 

SGC S Rent pp. 340 and 347 per C.J. and 
Barton, J. If this be so, I see no reason why 
Parliament should not have power to prescribe 
that no organization shall be registered or 
continue to be registered, the rules of which 
contain any provision hindering its members 
from entering into agreements in accordance 
with the terms of an existing award. More- 
over, it seems to me to be involved in the 
decision above referred to, even if not ex- 
pressly decided in that case, that section 9 of 
the Act is within the powers of the Parliament. 
If this be so, I can see no substantial reason 
why. it should not be equally within the power 
of Parliament to prescribe that no member of 
an organization’ should be- subjected to any 
penalty of any kind by reason of his having 
entered into an agreement with an employer 
_ before commencing work provided such agree- 
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-to deal with at the present time? 
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ment conformed to the terms of any existing vy 
award, hg 
I think that Parliament might also prescribe 
that the rules of the organization should con- 
tain provision forbidding any official of the 
organization from hindering or preventing a” 
member from entering into any agreement in 
conformity with any existing award. oe 
2 and 3. The proposed amendment could not — 
be effectively introduced by statutory ee 
because as the Act stands at present the power 
to prescribe conditions by rules only extends — 
to associations applying to be registered. as 
organizations—section 55 (2). 


Mr.. Grecory.—That 
months old. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—I know that it is. 
After all, it is only part of the campaign. | 
which has been in progress during the last 
three years primarily to clog the arbi- 0 a 
tration machinery and get rid of Mr. 
Justice Higgins from the Conciliation and 
Arbitration Court. I ask the Govern-— 
ment to state their intentions with re-— 
gard to that Court. Do they intend to 
allow it to break down; or is it their- 
intention to appoint deputies to help Mr. 
Justice Higgins, who has forty-two cases | 
Lies oie 
position is that either the deputies must 
be appointed or the Court will be allowed 
to 'go. In the latter event, and if the 
Conference carries out the plan of cam- 
paign, it will come to Parliament with a 
recommendation to repeal the whole Act, 
with the object of getting rid of Mr 
Justice Higgins. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downe 
ister for Works and Railways) [3.10]— 

It is to be regretted that a question relat- 

ing to the administration of justice should 

ie introduced in an atmosphere of party — 
politics. Last night this matter was men-— 
tioned in a quiet and proper manner by — 

the honorable member for Illawarra (Mr. 
Hector Lamond), who asked .what was — 
being done in connexion with the conges- 
tion of business in the Arbitration Court. 

The honorable member for Darling (Mr. 
Blakeley), however, has seen fit to im- 
pute to the Prime ‘Minister and the Go- | 
vernment, and to outside organizations, — 
motives which, T am pleased to say, axle . 
only in the fertile imagination of the hon- — i 
orable member. | 

Mr. Braxerny.—We shall see later on. Ne 

Mr. GROOM.—His suggestion that ee ae 
Prime Minister has been engaged ever 
since 1917 in a hic a to get rid. of : 










is over twelve ; 


see 


f 
if 








our action 





| any foundation j in fact. For a good deal 


4 of the time since 1917 the Prime Minister: 


was overseas, and the honorable member 
and his colleagues “were protesting to Par- 


 liament about the impropriety of the head 
of the Government being out of Australia, 


instead of being present in the House to 
attend to matters of local concern. The 
_ Prime Minister and the Government have 
taken no such action as the honorable 
member has alleged. 





» My. Austin Cuspman.—lInaction. 
Mr. GROOM.—Our action. all through 

| has been to maintain the position of thé. 
Arbitration Court in the community. The 


suggestion in regard to the High Court. 


blocking the business of the Arbitration 
Court is just as unfounded. The High 
Court has from time ‘to. time assisted in 
the administration of the law, 





Mr. Tupor.—Practically every Judge 
of the High Court has asked for 
“amendment of section 28. 

Mr, GROOM.—And Governments have 
introduced from time to time many 
amendments of the Act. After all, Par- 
diament has its rights and duties, and 
must take its responsibilities 4 In connexion 
with the making and administration of 
- laws. Our attention was drawn to the 
- fact that the gections relating to the ap- 
_pointment- of a Deputy President were not 


satisfactory, and in 1918 we induced the: 


House to pass an amending Bill which 
enabled the appointment of the deputy 
to be mada by the Governor-Gene- 
ral in Council instead of by ithe 
‘President. That amendment ‘was 
brought: forward with the approval 
of the Court itself. Immediately 
that Bill became law, Mr. Justice Powers 
Was appointed to assist in the adminis- 
tration of the Act, and he and Mr: Justice 
Higgins have been consistently carrying 
on the arbitration werk. Admittedly dur- 
ing that period the.cases have greatly 1 in- 
creased, with the resultant congestion of 


business to which the Honouunis member 


for Darling referred. But I remind the 


House that the congestion has been’to some - 


extent due to the law, which enabled 


i the public servanis to have their disputes 
| Out of forty-two 
eases listed for hearing by the “Arbitra- 
_ tion Court, sixteen are connected with the ~ 


heard by this tribunal. 


On the contrary, 


and any 
difficulties that have arisen did not origi- 
- nate at that source. 


an 


justice to the community, and it ought to : 






Mr. Justice Powers is on leave, and we 
‘are faced with the, necessity for ‘appoint 


-elent, 
ral has been in touch with the Arbitration 


Ne to ie able vbry shortly to make any 


General has been in onsultaties with 





Publis Belvibas Sune. hen it a 
are not likely to occupy much time. — “4 
main cases have been heard, and the 
others are mostly applications for’ varia- 
tions of awards and other minor matters. 
Therefore, the ex sting congestion pay 
not continue. for long. The 
Judges. have undoubtedly applied - a 
possible time and energy to this 
work. In the case of Mr. Justice 
Powers, it has involved, to my personal | 
knowledge; an immense strain upon — 
him, particularly in connexion with the — a 
foundational cases relating to the Public | 





Service, which threw upon -him the re- 


sponsibility of studying thoroughly the 
whole ramifications of the service. - This © 
arbitration ‘work involves a very. close. 
attention to detail, in order to get an 
exact definement of the positions and — 
duties of each of the various officers and — 
their relations to each other. ~As a result _ 
of the strain of that work, the Justice — 
has asked for leave of absence, to which — 
he is justly entitled. He has been kept 
continuously: employed, even during the 
vacation, I believe. For the time being, 























































ing another deputy. , ? 
Mr. Buaxerey One will not be. sufl 
to Sees one ‘only. “The Galion Genk 
Court, and is in communication with Ree 


announcement of the appointment of a 
deputy. : anaes members will see that 


Gotan: tiie Ginaee to fall to pieces. < 
Mr. GROOM. —That is a most unjust re 
mark. This is a question of giving economic 





be placed above party politics. We aren 
taking immediate steps. to lessen the con- 
gestion of » business. The Solicitor- 
the J AGES: ae there has been some 
tration of ae vor of. the High Court. - ‘ 
There are only seven Judges, and one 
is going on leave. ‘There, must be - 
Judges at least. to give judgment upon 
Se cmpoimulena lesties. | ae Lie occa: 
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Coins did, rat consist of the statutory 
| number ‘of Judges required for the deci- 
sion. Mr. Justice Starke had. to go to 


Sydney to sit in the High Court in order 


to constitute a tribunal, popes could give 
a. decision upon the case. Four Judges 
"at least are required to. constitute the 
- High Court when dealing with, constitu- 
tional issues. Two others. are required 
for the arbitration werk. Then there is 
the Court of original jurisdiction in 
which a Judge has to sit to hear causes 
and applications. |UWonorable members 

- will-see that the High Court has had 
difficulty in arranging-its work in order 
to carry out the duties imposed upon it 
by Parliament. We are taking every 
step possible to fill the existing vacancy, 
and to secure the discharge of the 
duties of the Court., I donot wish to 
“make any further reference to what was 

- sgaid by the honorsble member for Darling 
beyond assuring the Housé that his state- 
_s ments regarding the attitude of the Go- 
. yernment are entirely without foundation. 


Mr. Justice Higgins has worked long and 


laboriously ; he has earned the thanks of 
this country for the work he has per- 
formed, and nobody wishes to cast any 
_ aspersions upon him. 


Mr. Tupor. ——Hear, hear! N Sieeahisiarids’ 


ing the questions asked j in this House with 
a view to getting rid of him. - 

Mr. GROOM.—He has to administer 
an Act in regard to which there is, of 
necessity, much diversity.of opinion, and. 
in connexion with which a great deal of 
controversy must arise. “But in regard 
to that administration we have abstained 
* from anything in the way of interfer- 
ence, and allowed justice. to take its 
-course unimpaired. = * 

Mr. Grueory. Why do you ‘not tell 
us what the Government intend to do to 
end the industrial unrest? 5 

Mr. GROOM.—The Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) clearly said yesterday—— 

Mr. Austin Cuarpman.—tTell us now. 

Mr. GROOM.—I can only repeat 
what the Prime Minister said, namely, 
that he is calling a conference, of those 
most interested, in order that the posi- 
tion may be completely considered. 

Mr... -Tupor eke promised ‘that. two 
years ago, 

Mee GROOM. —The pied ble mem- 
bee for. Dampier (Mr. Gregory) may ask 
ae Sige ge ata later oahu «Tn; the 


y, wm ene? PANN ak’ 
r eta BG Mat 
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Groom) has left the matter in a most 


I am getting a 


~ 
= 


bil 








Congestion. 


meantime, it is not Aeeeule to ae 
any minor amendments in the law, pend- ie 
ing the consideration of the position, in 
relation to arbitration. Me 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN (Biden: 
Monaro) [3.22]—In my opinion, -the 
Minister for Works and Railways (Mr. 









unsatisfactory position. 

Mr. Buaxenzy.—The Minister has 
really confirmed the statements I made 
as to Government inactivity. 

“Mr. AUSTIN. CHAPMAN. Whe! } 
Minister is asked a plain, straightfor- — . 
ward question, and a statement of fact a 
has been made here. It is admitted that 
there is great congestion in the Arbitra- " 
tion Court, showing the necessity for : 
more Judges, and the Minister is asked _ 
what the Government intend to do. The — 
Minister, however, leaves the matter io” 
the Prime Minister, and we are not in-. ~ 
formed what the Prime Minister himself 
intends to do. J am not in accord with © 
some of the statements made by the hon- 
orable member for Darling. (Mo. 
Blakeley), but he made out a case. He 
told us that there are forty-two listed 
cases awaiting settlement. One of the 
Judges is going on what is, no doubt, a 
well-earned holiday, but the Minister is 
asked why the Government do not ap- © 
point another Judge in his place. What 
will be the effect ofsthis policy of con- 
sideration as outlined by the Minister? 
More postponements. 

Mr. Grucory.—One person from West- 
ern Australia, interested in a case to come 
‘before the Court, has been hanging about 
Melbourne for two months. _ 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. a 
are people from all over Australia we | 
ing in Melbourne for cases to come on. 

a little sick of these pro- — 
mises of conferences and so forth. The 
honorable member for Darling (Mr. 
Blakeley) says that there is very dan-_ 
eerous congestion inthe Court; and this 
congestion can only lead to strikes and be 
other forms of direct action, If there — 
are forty-two cases listed, we may take ee He 
that there are forty or fifty other cases 
which have not been brought to Court 
simply because of the-waiting there must < 
be for their decision. The people inte- 
rested in disputes will consider that it 
is useless to take their eases to Court 


= 








- ‘will resort to’ strikes. 


« Gases, 
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with any hope of prompt wilomone and 
The Minister for 
Works and Railways (Mr. Groom) has 
made a clever little speech defending 
Judge Higgins, who, however, is, I dare 
say, very well able to defend ‘himself. 
A Judge, no matter what his decision 
may be, and especially in arbitration 
is bound to offend somebody or 


; Wier: I do not agree with the statement 


| made by the honorable member for Darl- 


ing (Mr. Blakeley), that the Prime Min- 
ister has been striving to get 
Justice Higgins. 

Mr. Grscory.—It is absurd. 

Mr. 

‘With the power possessed by the Prime 
- Minister, he could, if he so desired, get 
rid of a Judge, or anybody else, and to 
that end could make matters much more 
uncomfortable for any such official than 
he has for Justice Higgins. I commend 
the Prime Minister for going to the 

proper. arena in which to defend him- 
self and the Government. It 1s the 
Prime Minister’s dyty, if he thinks a 
Judge is “ off the track,” to criticise that 
Judge. After all, the Prime Minister 
is the man to whom we look to safeguard 
our rights and interests, especially when 
a person in high position, like that of a 
Judge, is concerned. 

The Minister for Works and Railways 
(Mr. Groom), has’ failed miserably in 
answering the statements made here this 
afternoon. Why should there not be 
another Judge appointed? I dare say 
there ig a number of men able and will- 
ing to take the position; indeed, I think 
I could nominate one or two members of 
this House who would probably do as 

much good for the country on the Bench 
as they do here. Without attempting to 
be a carping critic, I must express my 


regret at the failure of the Minister to. 


answer direct statements made. It is 
tiresome to be continually hearing that 
the Government will consider this or that 
‘question, and call this or that conference. 
If the Judges are overworked, or cannot 


make a quorum, it is our duty to appoint 


more Judges. Is it not important that 
these great industrial organizations, who 






fe at they are being badly used, 
sh / be given an opportunity to pees 
the cases settled? Industrial arbitra- 
tio. /has been much vaunted in the past; 


indéed, we nae it was to ibe. the remedy 


Une! 
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rid of 


AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—It. is. 


high cost of living are so affecting our 


The honorable member for Darling (Mr. 


‘erastination, so that the evil is intensi- 
fying, and it is difficult to imagine wha 


‘admission to the Arbitration Court, and 


their pay increased thy. 2s re day 






for all cnduaeal Ley vee howerene 
somebody or something seems to be tanta 


ing in the way. The appointment of more 


Judges cannot be objected to on the score \ ‘ 
of expense, for it is more economical to 
appoint Judges than to keep large : oe 
numbers of : people ina. state of 7 
uncertainty and unrest for weeks and 
months. The Minister has given us_ 

a diplomatic little speech which wally 
means nothing. God knows what we 
should do if the Prime Minister — were 
very ill, as the Government do not 
seem to be able to get on without him! — 
I urge the Acting Treasurer (Sir J aso 
Cook). to say that the present state of 
things will be remedied at once, and thus — i 
avoid long discussions and much uncer- 


tainty. Personally, I do not think a con- 
ference is needed, but. rather some action 4 


- ie 


on the part of the Government. 


‘Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh ) 3. 29]. Bee igi. 
Honorable members, I am sure, recognise 
that the question ‘before us is one of — 
paramount importance. We should be 
failing in our obligations and duties and — 
responsibilities to the” community if we 
did not raise our voice against the undue | 
congestion that prevails in the Acbige aa ; 
tion Court. Industrial unrest and the 




























economic and social life that it should 
be our first consideration, having been — 
intrusted with the welfare. of the people, 
to do what we ean to improve matters. 


Blakeley) is to be congratulated on 
having brought before the House this 
afternoon the congested state of the Arb 
tration Court. At the present time the 
industrial community | thas no inducement 
to approach the Court for the regulation 
of the conditions of employment, because 
the delays and the expense involved are 
too great. In this matter the Govern- 
ment is exhibiting its characteristic pro- 


the end will be. I am a member of the 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers, which 
has bee seeking for a long time to gain 


Fhe 


in re pee the ona of. Ee ae 


ig afer ace Ae 





at age yah increased byl 3s. 5d. per day 
since the evidence for ‘the Arbitration 
Court. Was prepared. The delays are so 
- great that before a case is heard the con- 
ditions prevailing in the industry con- 
cerned have entirely changed, and imme- 
diately an award has been obtained it is 
necessary to commence to apply for 
another to meet the actual circum- 
stances of the time. A _ case brought 
by the Australian Workers Union 
against the pastoralists of the Com- 
monwealth—an application to revise 
an award—has been before the 
Court since last J anuary, and the union 
officials have had to remain in Melbourne 
day after day awaiting the convenience 
of the Court. The case if called on 
could, perhaps, be disposed ae in two or 
three hours. 


Mr. McWrturams. THA econ state 
of affairs is becoming nee ue some 
persons. 


Mr. MAKIN.—Yes; and it is incum- 
bent on us to relieve the congestion of 
work in the Court. The journalists of 
Australia are a body of men who try on 
all occasions to do the right thing by the 
community, and are law- abiding citizens 


in the best sense, but their conditions are. 


becoming such that honorable members 
may find one morning that the reporting 
of their valuable utterances has ceased 
because of the dissatisfaction prevailing 
among the journalists. The Australian 





y, 1920.] “Congestion. 








an existing award varied, but their case 
is twenty-sixth on the list, 


months. 


and unless 
additional Judges are appointed it will 
probably not be reached for eighteen ~~ 
Yesterday, Mr, Justice Higgins 
complained that he was not receiving the 
assistance that he had a right to expect. 
The Government should recognise the 
seriousness of the matter and facilitate — 
the hearing of cases, so that it may not 
be necessary for those engaged in indus- _ 
tries to have recourse to direct action, — 
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despairing of any hearing in the Ate a 


tration Court. 
for Darling (Mr. 


ment in this matter, for which there 


seems to me justification in the utterances 


of leading men in the commercial world. 
We hear expressed at conferences of the 
Chambers of Commerce a decided anta- 
gonism to compulsory arbitration. Mr. 


Braddon, forsinstance, has insisted that 


the - present system of compulsory arbi- 


tration is one which should not receive 


further support. A statement like that, 
coming from one prominent in the com- 
-mercial world, compels the question. ‘‘ Is 
not the continued inaction of the Govern- 
.ment due to their desire to give effect to 
the wishes of those represented in the 
Chambers of Commerce and of the em- 
ployers generally?” The following is a 
list of forty-eight cases which on the 23rd 
April last were waiting to be heard in 


The honorable member — 
Blakeley)’ cast. grave 
suspicion on the bona fides of the Govern- 


Journalists Association wishes to have vhe Arbitration Court :— 
Hues a 
; | 4 Dates of ; 
No. | Claimant or Applicant, Respondent. Filing or Remarks. 
hie BE } Reference. 
1 Federated Shipwrights, Ship Con- | Drake Ltd. and Others 2.12.1918 | Dispute referred into Court 
A structors, &c., Union pee settled by agree-  ~ 
: men 
2 Australian Timber Workers Uren John Sharp and Sons Ltd. and 8.2.1919 | Plaint part heard 
_ Others 
3 a Gepealiant Tramway Employees | Melbourne, Brunswick, and Co- 8.5.1919 | Plaint partly settled by 
Association — ei . burg Trust and Others agreements 
4 | Public Service Commissioner Australian Postal Linemen’ s Union IT .7. 1929 Application to vary award 
ey ae re camping parties (to be 
ny heard with No. 23 of this 
iy list) 
5 | Australasian Institute of Marine | Merchant Service Guild 22.7.1919 | Appeals under Sec. 17 
“Engineers * yes 
6 Federated. Public Service Assistants ‘Commonwealth of Australia and 8.8.1919 | Plaint 
ssociation , Others wile 
7 | Australasian Institute of Winrine Commonwealth Steamship Owners 19.8.1919 | Applicationto vary Awards 
_Engineers Association and, Others (2 of 1918 and 43 Bt Te % 
8 Amalgamated Society of Engineers Adelaide Steamship Co. Ltd. and 23.9.1919 | Plaint 9 
; _ Others we. pi giant 
9 | Australian Bnilders Labourers Fede- Archer and Others 4.10.1919 | Dispute referred into Court SE a 
ration A 
10 | Victorian Stevedoring and General Waterside Workers Federation of 6.11.1919 | Application to vary Award 
Contracting Company and Others} — Australia Gary 
il Musicians Union of Australia Theatrical Managers, &c., Associa- | 10.11.1919 | Dispute referred into Court 
tion and Others partly settled 
12 Commonwealth General Division | Public Service Commissioner and | 18.11.1919 | Plaint < 
\ _ Telephone Officers Association Others ; Pea + 
Postal eee Union Public Service Commissioner and Application to vary 7e % 








Another 


f 


22.11.1919 


conditions 


ag 
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No, ‘Claimant or Applicant. 





14 | Australian Commonwealth Post and 

rete Telegraph Association Another 

Australian Letter Carriers Associa- 
tion 

Australian Theatrical and Amuse- 

“ment Employees Association 

Commonwealth Postmasters Asso- 
ciation 

Amalgamated Society ef Carpenters 
and. Joiners 

Australian Builders Labourers Fed- 
eration 

Amalgamated Society of Engineers 

Australian Workers Union i 


Another 


thers 


pa 


Others 
Australian Commonwealth Post and 


Telegraph Association Another 





j Australian Postal Linemen’s Union 
Another 
24 | Australian Tramway Employees 
Association 
125 | Waterside Workers Federation of 
J Australia ~ 
26 | Australian Journalists Association 
: and Others 
27 | Federated Carters and Drivers Int 
dustrial Union 
28 | Australian Theatrical and Amuse- 
ment Employees Association 
29 | Meat Inspectors Association * 
ers 


30 | Professional Officers Association .. 


31 | Public Serviee Commissioner and 
Another 
32 | Dalgety and Co. Ltd. and Others .. 


: ee ~ V 


eit neds 





Respondent. 


Public Service Commissioner and 


Public Service Commissioner and 
J.C. Williamson Ltd. and Others 
Public. Service Commissioner and | 
Adelaide 8.8. Co. Ltd. and’ Others. 
Attenborough and Others. Bh a 


Blacksmiths Society of Australasia 
Pastoralists Federal Council and ~ 


Public Service Commissioner and 


Public Service Commissioner and : 

Melbourne, Brunswick, ‘and Co- 
burg Trust and Others 

Commonwealth Steamship Owners 
Association and Others 

Sydney Daily Newspapers Ltd. 

Babidge and Others ; 

J. C. Williamson Ltd. and Others 

Public Service Commissioner and — 


Public Service Commissioner and 








; is H 
‘Dates of : 

Filing Orgy 
Reference. _ 
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27.11.1919 | 


‘ 
, 5.12.1919 
8.12 1919 | 
15.12.1919) 
19.12.1919 
22.12.1919 '| 


5.1.1920° 
20.1.1920 © 


21.1.1920 | 





‘A palicdton to vary 38 of - 

- 1914 re wages and con- 
ditions saul 

Plaint re, assistants Bry 







Applications to vary re - 3 
wages and conditions 

Application to Maley 3 atti 
1914 

Plaint Seat 
















Application. to vary oe a 
Electrolytic Co. PER Age: 









Appeal under Sec.17 

_ Application to vary 16 

~ wages ~ 

Application ‘to. vary 9 ‘of 
1913 re wages - and con~ 










ditions #3 
30.1. 1920 Application ‘to vary re. - 
wages. and) conditions ~ ae 
11.2.1926. _ Application to vary agree- Ge 
f ments . 


Application to vary Awards ~ : 

_ 69 and 73 of 1917 re date Lg 

Application to vary re date, ae 
of termination , EY 

Plaint 






27.2,1920 
27.2.1920 
11.3.1920 | 
153.1920 

16:3.1920' | 
22.3. 1920 | 













“Application to vary ve date 
of application 
“Application to vary re’ dis- 
trict allowance. 
“Application to vary re con- 



















33 | Radio-Telegraphists (Marine) Insti- 
‘tute of Australasia 

34 | Federated Clothing Trades of the 
Commonwealth ; 

‘35 | Public Service Commissioner 


36 Postal Sorters Union of Australia 


‘387 | Commonwealth Steamship Owners | 


Association and Others 
_-88 | Commonwealth Temporary Clerks 
bis Association 


89 | Professional Officers Association .. 


40 Merchant ‘Service Guild of Austral- 


asia 
41 | Federated Marine Stewards and 
Pantrymen’s Association 
_ 42 | Federated Engine-drivers and Fire- 
men’s Association 















Others . _ ditions — Bates) 
Australian Postal Linemen’s Union | _ 23.3. 1920. Application to vary re ¢ line re 
Ba ty ‘inspectors ie 
Waterside Workers Federation of :|_ 24.3 1920 i ge Mceeigs to vary. No. 6o 
. Australia Re of 1917 i 
Commonw ealth of Australia and | °27.3 1920. ~ Dispute referred into’ Court 
ers 
Archer and Others_ ol -8.1920 Application to vary re “date 
é iS. . of determination 
Commonwealth Public Service 8.4.1920 | - Plaint re notice 
Artisans Association ; SUA 
Professional Officers Association. . 81 911920 aclications to -vary 
Australian . Postal Electricians | Awards re _ travelli 
‘Union | “time ig 
Australian Postal Linemen’s Union fe 
Public Service Commissioner and ay SVS 
Another YAS 
Merchant Service Guild of Austral- ; 1.4.1920 | Application Ae vary 
asia Oe wages vs 
_Public-Service Commissioner and 8.4.1920 | Application to vary re 
Others 7 ee Ne timekeepers and si 
dak ou fests eclerks A 
Commonwealth of Australia and 13 hee 1: | Application to vary re ‘me 
Others sya pene draughtsmen, 
Commonwealth Steamship Owners (ia: 1920 | Dispute referred into Court 
Association and Others — 
Commonwealth Steamship Owners a Aral be 1920. Dispute referred into Court 
‘Association and Others 
Commonwealth Steamship Owners | 21 4.1920 Dispute re lightermen 


Association and Others, ea p ferred into Cen 














With such a pressure of business as Js 
there detailed there is no excuse for 
delaying the appointment of additional 
Judges. As many Judges as are needed 
to clear the list quickly should be ap- 
pointed, so that industrial peace may be 
assured for the future, and justice may 
be done to those engaged in industries 
by giving them wages and conditions in 
keeping swith the present standards of 
living. What we need .is a sympathetic _ 


and practical effort by the ae 


Mr, Makin, 


+ 












to remove the aeeatties ange ‘trouble 
from which the industrial world is no 
suffering, and: it as" the ’ duty of th 
Federal Parliament to insist that one 
effort shall be: made. ‘ea 
Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) | 1B. 45] 


ee have been carried on in " 


Nel “The matter has ae snd? feria, 
in this House frequently. erie F 
occasions Aiiltets it have i in Brae: are ti 





‘ the honorable 
ok RAVENS (Mr. Blundell) and by 
the honorable member . for Illawarra 
W ae Hector Lamond). And now the 
‘House has witnessed the, belated 
‘of the honorable member for Darling 
F (Mr. Blakeley). All these parties have, 
- more or less convincingly, put forward 
proposals for the improvement of the 
arbitration system. It is a subject in re- 
_ spect to which there has been ample time 
for our consideration and digestion. It 
is one which goes, perhaps, more deeply 
than anything else to the foundation of 
- eivil life. Australia has frequently pro- 
claimed her discovery of a nostrum for 
all industrial troubles. She has claimed 
to have discovered the final remedy for 
aah disputes. in connexion with industry. 
a ‘Yet what are the facts? It is refreshing 
to listen to the effort of the | honorable 
_ member for Darling, which; I hope, may 
be. taken as an indication of the renewal, 
or revival, of confidence among the 
workers in the principle of arbitration. 
We cannot. forget that this country was 
me — up, only a little while ago, by direct 
ac When’ the seamen’s strike was 
being | ‘carried on, we saw its leaders, 
Walsh and Le: Cornu, take command of 
affairs ; yet not one honorable member on 
_ the opposite side of the House was game 
to ‘stand up and declare for arbitration. 
“Mr. Rritey. —That- is not true; stick. 
to. ‘the truth. 
Mr. ‘RODGERS.—There ‘was not one 


“honorable member on that. side who arose. 


) (Mr, Ritey:—Yes, there was. 

*. Mr, RODGERS.—Not a man arose to 
eae arbitration. If it be the. in- 
tention of the Government now to bring 
about a bond fide confidence with respect 
to the subject, I trust that the repre- 
sentatives of the Labour party in this 
Chamber , will regard themselves «as 
‘sponsors in advance for the outside dele- 
gates to the Conference, and will publicly 
utter their confidence in conciliation and 

: arbitration. ° # 

Mr. _‘Tupor. wea: the Earle 
‘member ask us to bind the delegates hand 
and foot? > 


Mr. RODGERS. i but honorable. 


i members opposite might indicate that 
they really believe im arbitration. , 
iNet aa Tupor. —I have said so a thousand 
yates. 
4 2 Mr... RODGERS. be am. aware that 
that | is. in case bien rao to the hon- 









aN - which the ‘ubje 7a eased ty the 


member — 


in arbitration at that dark period when 
effort 


Cornu were defying laws, and, trying 
‘Prime Minister in regard to what I per+ © 


elared for or against arbitration. 


first-hand knowledge or experience. 


was launched as the supreme creation 


ish ones but sti of hay ts 
leagues? Why did not the Leader of. the 
Opposition’(Mr. Tudor) and those sitting 
beside him publicly state their confidence 


direct action was holding up the country! 
Why did they not then give a lead to 
their people? When Walsh and Le 





to ruin Australia, the Leader of the ~ 
Opposition was silent; and the honorable 
member for Darling was silent. ‘But 
when the latter honorable member now 
sees an opportunity to embarrass the 





sonally believe to be an unseemly dispute 
w:th the President of, the Arbitration — 
Court, the opportunity is awittly. taken — 


‘to make capital of the situation in this 


Chamber. 





It is time we definitely de- 
The. 
Court has been degraded, and to-day it 
is either a question of placing arbitration _ 
on a sound foundation or of abrogating 
the principle. I am not inclined to the 
proposition of- haying® one Judge as the 
supreme arbiter in all industry, even 
though he should be supported by one 
or two, or more, deputies. I would 
prefer to see a tribunal which commanded — 
the confidence of the whole country. Let — 
there be a Court presided over by a. 


Judge, but associated with a council con- 
sisting of 


employees’ representatives, — 

who understand the conditions of work _ 
in industry, and delegates of employers; — 
A Judge may have the master mind for 
the examination of conditions appertain- _ 
ing to an industry, but he can have no 
The 
idea of one man—even. though assisted. ee 
by deputies—wielding supreme authority 
is a false view of arbitration and con- — 
ciliation. There is very little complaint — 
heard to-day respecting the ag¢tivities of 
Wages Boards. Surely this Parliament ay 
can devise a better, speedier, and more in- 
telligent system than that which now rules _ 
in the Commonwealth Arbitration Court. — 
If arbitration is to be judged by 
the disagreements aroused thereby, and — 
by the attacks launched against it, 
it must be written down as practically a 
failure. The Court has not had that — 
support from the people which it should — 
have been given. The principle of arbi- — 
tration has not had a fair chance. A, a 












for the oe of honed industria 
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disputes; but. the unhappy fee | is that it 
has also fostered and helped to create 
trouble. What is required is that a tri- 
bunal shall be created which will eom- 
maud the confidence of both sides to 
every dispute, or that a return shall’ be 
made to the State system of handling in- 
dustrial troubles, or that employers and 
employees shall be authorized to get to- 
gether in their own councils and ar- 
range their own affairs. I have no 
ill-will against the President of the 
_ Arbitration Court. Mr. Justice Higgins 
has worked tremendously hard to cope 
with the great task in his hands, 
not conceive that a Deputy Judge, less 
informed than the President himself, 
would be better able to discharge his 
duties. Lastly, I repeat that to make one 
Judge the sole master of industrial 
affairs throughout the Commonwealth is 
* not only wrong, but impracticable. 

‘Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.53].—I well 
remember the occasion of the first Arbi- 
tration Bill passing through this House. 
The measure was responsible for the dis- 
placement of two Governments, namely, 
the Deakin and the Watson Administra- 
tions. J am not more anxious to dis- 
place the Government of to-day than I 
am to see some means of giving the Arbi- 
tration Court a better standing in the 
community. There are three conditions 
which make for industrial unrest at pre- 
sent. First, there is the limitation of the 
‘Constitution in dealing with industrial 
matters, For example, every man con- 
nected with the building trade in Vic- 
toria may be 
wealth authority is helpless; every man 
in New South Wales may be “ out,” and 
still the Commonwealth Court cannot 
touch the subject. 
“is the tremendous congestion of cases 
pending before the Arbitration Court. 


The third condition has to do with the 


matter of the variation of awards before 
the expiry of existing awards. It has 
been held that it 1s within the competency 
of this Parliament to amend section 28 
of the Act, in order to give parties ap- 
pealing to ‘the Court an opportunity to 
vary their plaints. The position has 
been summed up in a communication 
which I have before me as follows:— 
‘The High Court, in the case of the Fede- 


vated Gas Employees Association versus the 
_ Metropolitan Gas Company and others, held 


(REPRESENTATIVES. a 


I ean- 


.such legislative action. 


“out,” but the Common- 


The second condition 






_ormat): 


that wheres: an one is. ne for a 
term of years a new dispute cannot arise on 
the same subject-matters as the old award 
covers until after the expiry of the old award. 
The judgment above referred to did not’ refer 
to ordinary variations of awards, as _applica- 
tions can always be made to the Court to 
vary an award, provided the variation asked 
for does not go. above the rate demanded in © 
the original claim. 
Many of these cases haye not been be- 
fore the Court for a number of years, | 
and, meanwhile, conditions have so 
altered that what may have been a liv- 
ing wage, say, three years ago, is not so — 
to-day. An application is made to vary 

the award, but the Court says, in effect: 

“It cannot be done, because we did not 
know five years ago that the increase in — 
the cost. of living would be so great.”) As 
I have already indicated, this disability — 
can be overcome by an amendment of the 
Arbitration Act; every Judge of the 
High Court, I believe, has expressed the 
opinion that this Parliament can take 
On the 14th 
April, when speaking in this chamber, I — 
dealt with the question of industrial un-_ 
rest, and with the views of the Judges Oly 

the High Court, particularly in reference 
to the amendment of section 28. The | 
High Court has even been asked by cer- 
tain employers whether this Parliament 
had any power to create an Arbitration — 
Court at all. The employers fought that 
point, and it involved the Journalists Ag Me 
sociation, which, I understand, is partly 
instrumental for the whole subject being — 

at present before the House. The prow 4 
prietors of the Daily News, in Perth, 
were anxious to penalize the journalists, a 
I believe another case is to be heard to- 
morrow respecting this same question, in _ 
which the same parties are involved. The ae 
Arbitration Court has no power to en- 
force its awards according to the judgment — 

of the High Court. We are promised to- : 
day that a conference shall be called in - 
which delegates of employers and em- — 
ployees are to consider this iat 
tioned point. I propose to read a para= 
graph from the Ministerial statement. on 
the Government, as published in H ansard 
of the 10th April, 1918— ae 


- Labour —To establish and maintain better ont 
interests between capital and labour, it is pro- 
posed that the Attorney-General shall also 
be Minister for Labour, and an Advisory — 
Council, representing employers and em- 


Cet 








_ployees, will be Beier to keep’ touch cat ae 








tween the. Department and Bae pale hien in- 
pict ests affected, oe 


hat have the Government done to give 
effect to that promise? They propose 
now to call a conference. On 10th April 
of this year, the Argus published an illu- 
minating report of remarks by Mr. Jus- 
tice Powers. Among em are the fol- 
: lowing : — 

There are three som plea ae least, against 
the Court for which the Court ‘is not respon- 
sible. The first is that the Judges appointed 
to do the work cannot keep pace with the 
‘many claims brought before them, and serious 
_ delays. are sometimes caused in settling indus- 
trial disputes. Parliament can, if it. thinks 
fit, rectify that. The second is that the Court 
cannot, because of section 28 of the Concilia- 
tion and Arbitration Act, settle industrial 
disputes arising during the term of an award, 
however serious the dispute may be, or how- 


'- ever much the cost of living has increased 


since the award was made. Parliament ean, if 
it thinks fit, rectify that also. The third is 
that proceedings in the Court are expensive. 
The unions can rectify that by avoiding the 
expense of plaints, as is frequently done, limit? 
ing their claims to what they really intend to 
insist upon (if section 28 is amended), and by 
not calling witnesses to prove what the em- 
-ployers admit. 

On the following Tuesday Senator Fair- 
_bairn, the president of the Employers 
Federation of Australia, wrote to the 
Argus as follows :— 


‘Mr. Justice Powers’ statement “in reply to 
criticisms ” is most interesting and instruc- 
tive. He suggests three ways in which the 
Avbitiation Court could be atohet hae as fol- 


~ lows:— 


1. Greater expedition in dealing with cases 
brought before the Court. 

2. That power be given to the Court to deal 
with an industrial dispute arising during | the 
.currency of an award. 

3. The reduction of the expense of the Court 
proceedings. 

Mr. Justice Powers suggests fuiaea ian to No. 
3, but feels, I suppose, that it is outside his 
province as'a Judge to indicate legislative 
alterations. I therefore make the following 
suggestions, which I think have the support of 
all employers, and I hope most of the em- 
ployees:— 

1. Greater expedition in dealing with cases 
could be obtained (a) by. appointing at least 
three Judges; (b) by giving the Court the 


power to “delegate to a Board appointed by 


it the authority to decide a dispute when re- 
quested to do so by one of the parties to the 
dispute; (c) by a clear definition of what 
are Federal and what are State disputes. 
of the Court’s time at present is taken up in 
deciding whether the dispute is Federal or 
_ State, and no sooner is a ease settled in the 
Federal Court than it is brought before the 
_ State Court, or vice versd, and the state of 
_ unrest so hurtful to industry is prolonged. 
» rn) ae 


RO i 


{5 May, 


Much » 


1920.] Congestion. 


2. The chief cause of industrial disputes ‘ati, awe 


present is the ever-changing cost of living, 


VB. 


\ a > 


and power should be oranted to the Court to’ hi 


make awards contingent upon the rise. or fall . 


of the cost of living. 
The Prime Minister. has promised early 
amendments of the Arbitration Court Act, and 


it must be apparent to all that they are 
Mr. Hughes has had for’ 
some time before him the carefully considered 
views of the employers on what changes are re- 
quired, and he has also consulted the “employees. : 
Before the Government brings — 


urgently required. 


on this matter. 
forward its amendments I think it might help 
matters if he would call a conference of repre- 


sentatives of employers and employees to see — 





if harmony cannot be achieved, as there ATE 78) 


many other amendments hesides those dealt | ie 


with by Mr. Justice Powers that would benefit 
Lae san —+-Yours, &c.; 
GEORGE FAIRBAIRN, 
Ppcsident Central Council of Employers. 
12th April. 


On the next day.the following paragraph 
appeared in the Argus :— | 

Consideratfon was given by the Federal 
Cabinet yesterday to arbitration matters. The 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) said that the 
Cabinet had discussed the. position that arose 
through the Deputy President of the Arbitra- 
“tion Court (Mr. Justice Powers) going on 
leave. 
early date legislation to amend the Arbitration 
Act. 

When the proposal by the president of the 


It was also hoped to introduce at an 


Employers Federation (Senator Fairbairn) for — 


a round-table conference on industrial matters 
was mentioned, Mr. Hughes 
years ago we proposed to bring in a measure 
for a Grand Council of Labour, on which both 


sides would be represented, That idea -we 


hope to embody in our. coming legislation. 
But such a proposal will be useless without the 


hearty co-operation of both sides. We propose 
to calla conference. We will not put a cut- 
and-dried proposition in regard to the con- 
stitution of a Council of Labour, 


out the ideas of ‘both sides. 
to formulate proposals to 
peace and harmony.” 


It is rather peculiar that the Govern- 


ment were only spurred into action after: 


Senator Fairbairn made his statement. 
There are many other matters I could 
deal with. Employers’ take 
action. 


their prices by 50 per cent, 


Mr. Rirny.—The increase is 100 ee 


cent. in New South Wales. 


ments they accept. If a Labour organiza 


tion sends in an advertisement during lane 


or to in-. 
dustrial legislation before them, but will seek - 
to have a free discussion of matters and find 
Then we will try 
secure industrial — 


direct — 
All the newspapers in Victoria — 
and other States have recently increased i 


Mr. TUDOR. — The prices of adver 2 
tisements have also been increased, and 
they please themselves what advertise. 


said:—** Two 














ae Adjournment. 
"political campaign they refuse to bakante 
until the election is over. At least; that 
was the policy of one newspaper in Mel- 
bourne, and the other paper intimated 
(fe Aas they. would only accept Labour ad- 
- vertisements if they were allowed to 
“write them themselves. That is the way 
a which these newspapers take direct 
“action. One cannot get an~ advertise- 
- ment in the Age or Argus at the rate of 
-gixteen words for 1s, The price of these 
small advertisements has been inereased 
_ several times. |. 
PoMr, SPEAKER.A-« Tt am afraid phat 
? “fhe honorable member is not now speak- 
ing within the terms of the motion. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am pointing out the 
direct action that is being taken by ba 
people who yell if any trade union, dare 
to do the same. There are some outa 
able members in this House*who do not 
eare much for the Arbitration Act, and 
‘would willingly vote to repeal it, but. I 
ean tell them that it does not take very 
‘much persuasion to induce many ‘of’ the. 
organizations to take direct action. ,The 
trouble is rather the other way. I Have 
always stood up as an advocate of arbi- 
‘tration, and shall continue to do so, but 
I realize that to-day many of the organi- 
zations are in favour of direct action, be- 
cause they cannot get to the’ Arbitration | 
Court, while, as they point out, the em- 
- ployers can take direct action, and charge 
what they like for the goods ‘they supply 
or for the advertising space they have 
available, and if they have men working: 
for them for a number of years they can 
throw them out on the industrial serap- 
biog as was recently done in Melbourne. 
The employers do this, yet, some honor- 
able members will denounce the workers 
| for taking the same course of action. The 
organization to which I had the honour 
as ‘belong, before the Arbitration Act pre~ 
vented me from continuing a member 
of it, will not be very slow in ‘taking 
dirgct action if they find that they will be 
obliged to wait for years to get to the 
_ Arbitration Court. They will probably 
endeavour to have.a conferenee with the 
_ employers. Three weeks ago I told 
the Prime Minister across the table that - 
if was the organization which defied the 
Arbitration Court that got ‘its claims 
heard first. The Prime Minister admits 
that the union of which he was an official 
for many Phare took direct action when 


‘(REPRESE NTATIVE 


‘to the Court in the ordinary way. 


industry in Australia. A 


upset themselves at the same time. 


tlement of di sputes, 


to have its case heard, 


“very unsatisfactory. In this case we wa 


is to be held. 
. until the end: of the year. 


Methods and Beth ‘strike, 
same 









at Yoda thay it. eon not ot its ¢ 





the list of forty-two. cases awaiting — ae 
hearing by ‘the Court there are nine ~ 
unions involved who could, by Gcspehdile 
their work, absolutely upset the wheels of 








Mr. Ropndéurs. —, Perhaps they would 
Mr. TUDOR.—Of course. 1° realize < 
that the’ workers also suffer. It is all . 
very well to be comfortably situated as 
some honorable members are, so that it is i 
a matter of no consequence if a strike oe 
lasts a week, a monthyor a year. . 7% | 
My. Roporns. —Unions are a ena, of eh 





‘ society. 


| Mr, TUDOR. —1Y eg, ee that is vie os 

“am always advocating that they shall . 
go to the Arbitration Court for the set- 
‘but it: is, hypo 
erisy on the part of some honorable mem=- 
bers to pretend to urge the unions to go 
to the Arbitration Court when ‘there is’ 
no means by which they can get their 
cases heard. I would not act the part of 
‘ hypocrite before a trade union and say 

“Go to the Arbitration Court,” well 
knowing that it would have to wait. Ebi 


























Mr. BLUNDELL (Adeélaide) .[4.8].— 
I hope that out™ of this ‘discussion some: 
thing definite will come from the Govern 
ment. Every honorable member must 
feel that the reply of the Minister was 


some direct action. The Minister sa 
leanne’ that. clash Prime . Ministe 
proposal for a conference with the tra 
imions is the accepted method of ihe 
Government for dealing with this matter 
but we do not know when that. confere 
It may not take pl 1CO 
_It certain y 


the year. There are. seventy-two me 
costing to Melbourne ee ees this q 


Bo deratient of that Povccumeat 
the meantime, the pean crcieons afy: 
Court. will. be increased. 


and” at 
time keep them waitin 
two years to have. their cases hee 
it %® no. wonder the adherents 
direct action are Nie ane We in tt 








. eat hose adherents. 





eee Me for this increase in the number of 


and I recently attended a large meeting 


Re ‘of a union, at which I put forward the 


ase for arbitration, but those who fol-. * 


lowed’ me pointed out the delays that 


ee would follow the adoption of that course, 


and the impossibility of getting a decision, 


and I must admit their remarks made a 
strong impression on the meeting. 
there is another meeting of the union, 


HE 


a am afraid it will lead to the Pe dcaeak 


of their case and the calling of a strike, 


or four deputies, 
. whole slate, and allow those men who are 
. In favour ‘of constitutional methods of 
settling disputes - 


Tt is no use saying that we will wait until 
this proposed conference is held. 
_ We can appoint a Deputy President of the 


Surely 
Arbitration Court, or, if necessary, three 


in “onder to clean the 


to realize that the 
Government will help them. In 1918 


this Parliament recognised the necessity 


betas 


ul deputy, -and . we 
another. 


: : be done. 
on which side of the House I sit, to 





for the appointment of Deputy Presi- 
@ents -of- the 


Arbitration Court, and - 
passed a Bill which gave the Government 


_ special power to appoint them ; therefore, 
“there is no excuse for not ‘appointing 
i them now. 


Mr. Groom—We did appoint one 


intend ene 


Mr. BLUNDELL. Co Bae are’ we to 


wait until the conference is held ?. 


“Mr. Groom.—I hope to be in a posi- 


tion to make an announcement, in a few. 


days’ time. 
Mr. BLUNDELL. ues hope that it will 
I shall bé no party, no matter 


allowing this state of affairs to continue, 


to the detriment of the interests of the 
country. We are all desirous of build- 
ing up our industries to meet the _situa-" 
-tion in which we find ourselves’ to-day. 


We are endeavouring \to open up 
new industries. and avenues of employ- 
ment and production, yet in our Indus- 
trial Court we have a breeding- -ground 
for discontent among. our employees. 
The Ministry should realize that the posi- 
tion is serious. There is now a strike in 


progress in South Australia, very largely 
_ brought into existence owing to the con- 
gestion in the Arbitration Court. 


‘There 
were men in the union who were prepared 
to follow the constitutional method, but 
their case has been hanging on for years 


Slee meas ab a cost thousands aha 


pounds ts mp crete, and ihe are 


Tama trade unionists | 


not to take action until a conference” 


aa re 
RG 











no nearer a decision now than when Ree 
started. The consequence is that the 
extreme section has secured control, and 
the union is out on strike. TI refer to 
the Builders Labourers Union, Ther 
is a growing feeling, and a justifiable 
one, that the constitutional method ‘of 
settling industrial disputes is valueless 
The organization that obeys the laws e 
the. country sees others who go out on 
strike having their cases heard, while its’ 


case is. put off ‘for perhaps twelve 
months.. It is offering a premium ~ 
to ‘trouble and strikes. We ought 


takes place.’ Within the next week or _ 
two we ought to be able to appoint . — 
Deputy Presidents of the Arbitration oy 
Court, and thus make the men in the 
unions feel that the Court will fulfil its 
function. [I do not mind the Govern- 
ment saying that they will not meet soma 
of the objections put forward by the ~ 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), . 
which I need not repeat. Possibly 1 
might be wise to wait till the Act is 
amended, so that it may be then amended 
as far as possible to meet’ the situation. 
But that does not alter the fact that de- 
puties can be appointed forthwith. I am 
not in favour of repealing the Arbitration ~ 
Act. I am m favour of arbitration, and 
I shall always vote in favour of it, but 
I shall always do my best to make it ~ 
raven and useful, — i 
. West.—It would be better if the 


ee men were knocked out of the Court. 


“Mr. BLUNDELL.—The honorable — 
member has really put his finger on one 
of the spets that lead more to delay and 
expense in the Arbitration Court - 
than | anything else, If T had ‘my 
way, I would make the Act so simple — 


that. the ordinary laymen on both sides 


would be the only persons allowed to go’ 
into the Court. We do not want any 
legal technicalities in the settlement of 
these disputes. If we have the workers — 


‘on the one side, and the employérs on 


the other, they ought. to be able to put 
their claims forward in a common- sense 
way without being blocked by legal x 

technicalities. I.am prepared to wait for~ 
that as long as I can have to-day from 
the Government some assurance that this 
situation will be met by the appointment 
of~another Justice. IJ regret that re- 
flections should have been cast upon th rn 
Prime Minister and ae Justice Higgins, . 
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“ister or any one else. 





ets 


Adjournment 





It matters not to me ye there is pes) 


is not any personal difference between 
Mr. Justice Higgins and the Prime Min- 
What I am inter- 
ested in is the ending of this trouble. I 


desire - to-see the matter satisfactorily 


settled. 


I propose to refer to a vase similar to 


that already mentioned by the Leader of 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), since it in- 


volves 4 point that cannot be too often 
emphasized. A society, many of the mem- 


bers of which are known to me, drew up 


‘a claim for submission to the Court, and 


the plaint was lodged nearly fifteen 


- months ago. The claim was based largely 


on the conditions then existing. I ap- 


peal to honorable members on both sides 


to say whether, if they had put in a claim 
based very largely upon the cost of living 
fifteen months ago, they would not feel 
that they had to-day a right to revise it, 
in view of the delay that had taken place. 


That, to my mind, is only common sense 


and justice. This society, however, can- 
not revise its claim. It must proceed 
with it, just as it was lodged fifteen 
months ago, or else go out on strike, with 


the knowledge that if the men do go out. 
on strike they will probably get what they 
There are quite a number of such 


want. 
eases. I hope that the Government, with- 
out waiting for the conference, will make 
a definite statement which will satisfy the 
unions that the Parliament realizes its 
duty to them, and that the Government 
are going to appoint the additional 


Justices necessary to enable the arrears 
of work in the Conciliation and Arbitra- 


= 


tion Court to be overtaken. 
Mr GREGORY (Dampier) [4.17].—I 
do not think any excuse is needed for the 


action taken by the honorable member / 
for Darling (Mr, Blakeley) in moving 
the adjournment of the House to discuss 


this question. If there is one matter of 


transcending importance to the people of 
Australia it is that of industrial reform. 


“in 


I have risen with three objects in view. 


_ In the first place I wish to object to the 


congestion of business that is permitted 
the Conciliation and Arbitration 
Court. Secondly, I desire to object to 
Governmental interference with the Court 


and the Justices; and thirdly, I wish’ to | 
emphasize my objection to an Act re-- 


maining on the statute-book which is so 


(REPRESENTATIVES) 


refer to a strike which took place some — 


way, and in connexion with which we had 


the result that the passengers had ‘to. re- 






grossly ae as to. bn tog obligations 
upon one section of the community and 


snot upon another. ian 


Mr. Fenron.—ls it in oadee to desarbe a 


an Act passed by this Parliament as ‘ 


moral”? oe ee 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hen. W. Elliot John- — 
son).—Legislation passed by this House 
must not be reflected upon by honorable — 
members. I ask the honorable egos | 
to withdraw his remark. ie es 
_Mr. GREGORY.—I withdraw it. Thad he 
no desire to reflect in any way upon the — 
members of this Parliament. My only — 
object was to emphasize my protest in re- 
gard to the delay in dealing with eases 
brought before the Court. Undoubtedly 


this delay is urged by many as a reason 


for direct action, and must tend to des- — 
troy the influence of the Court. It isthe 
duty of the Government to immediately. ve 
make such additions to the Bench as will oi 
obviate such delays in the future. In — 
connexion with the wharf labourers’ dis- 
pute which came before the Court last 
year, representatives from Western Aus- — 
tralia had to attend in Melbourne to give — 
evidence, and they told me that their ex- 
penses, alone amounted to over £20,000. 
When these grave expenses are incurred, — 
not only by one side, but by both parties — 
to an application to the Court, the public 
have to pay, and. they must conduce 
greatly to the increased cost of living, = 
I wish also to protest against political — 
interference with the work of the Court. — 
This has occurred, not once or twice, but 
on many occasions. If we are to have a 
Conciliation and Arbitration Court, then | 
every industrial dispute should be sub- 
mitted to it, and there should be no poli- 
tical interference. In my opening re- 
marks I spoke of the Act as enforcing ob- 
ligations on one section and not upon 
another. In this connexion, I would | 



















time ago; on the transcontinental rail- _ 


a most disgraceful exMibition. A large — 
number of passengers, some of them in- | 
valids, and others coming over here for © 
the first time for a holiday, were taken 
out into the wilderness, and there the 
train was brought to a standstill, with 


turn to their original starting points. 
have read the aa: po okie to that ais- 


em 







s - before the Court. 


"7 


beet eiveriied. ree ee betors. 
d entered into an agreement with the 
Minister for Works and Railways that, 


- eubject to certain conditions, they would 


strike, but would in every case go 
They were prepared 


_ to enter into a bond to carry out that 
as agreement, but were not asked to do so. 
_ Within twelve months of their case being 


ert submitted to the Court, these men went 


oy out on strike. 


An Act ‘that permits that 


sort of thing should not be allowed to 


‘remain on the statute-book. 


We can- 
not continue an Act of Parliament which 


enables people to go to the Court and 
allows them, when they cannot obtain all 


_ that they want, to go out'on strike. 


The 


sooner we ane from the Government an 


Indication that legislation is to be sub- 


mitted providing for either the amend- 


ment or the repeal of the Act the better. 
_. I would urge the repeal of the Act as it 
stands — 


to-day, because. it is unjust. 


- Other means might be provided, but we 


should not in any circumstances have in 


; operation an Act which enables the Court 


_to make awards unless those awardy are 
: ee be binding upon all parties. 


a ide Ritezy. —For all time? 
Mr, GREGORY. —LNos I would not 


ek away entirely from the aad the 


nee to strike. 


‘Mr. Riney.—But if they want a varia- 


| on of an award they cannot have their 


claim. heard. 


Mr. GREGORY .—That should be pro- 
vided for. After all, it is only one of 


the little pin-pricks associated with the 


working of the Act. Ever since the 
passing of the Conciliation and Arbitra- 


- tion Act we have had industrial turmoil. 


The Scottish Commissioners who visited 
Australia a few years ago said that in no 
other country had they found existing 
between employers and employees such 
animosity as prevailed in Australia, This 


. feeling, I am convinced, is due wholly 


and solely to the working of the Act. 
Mr. Gans.—It is because of the ide: 
pendent spirit of Australians. 


Mr (GRECORY.—-Not at@all’ Some 


. people have independence who are not 


worthy of it. No sooner had the Con- 
ciliation and Arbitration Act come into 
operation than it tended to create this 
spirit of animosity. 

T am a firm believer in the Wages Board 
system. No one man, no matter what 


his qualifications, can efficiently deter- 





- mine what should be the conditions ope- 


1990.) 






sbe altogether dissimilar. 


long as the Government shut their eye 


ARTs. 





Congestion. 





rating in all fod natries. It is prepostaiag ae 
to ask any one man to attempt to do so. 

The Wages Board system is preferable. We 
Reference has been made to the Adelaide 
builders’ dispute, and it has been com- 
pared with a strike which it was said. 
would probably take place in Brisbane 
A strike in Perth would be of no concern 
to the people in Brisbane. The condi 
tions prevailing in the two cities might. 
My desire is 
that in each State industrial affairs. 
should ‘be controlled under the Wages — 
Board system, with the right of appeal en 
to the Commonwealth Conciliation and ~ 
Arbitration Court upon matters of law. IT a 
am convinced that while we have the ~ 
present Act in force, with the incessant 
desire of Labour organizations generally 
to come within the jurisdiction of the 
Court, and with the difficulties of bringing 

witnesses to Melbourne from the different 
States, we are bound to have delays and 
congestion of business, no matter how — 
many Justices may be appointed. I hope — 
that as speedily as possible the Govern- 

ment will announce the action they intend 









to take with reference to industrial re- 


form. There is nothing more urgent or 
important to Australia. Undoubtedly 
the congestion of business in the Court is 
tending to direct action. We are having 
in this country undue industrial trouble. 

It is, of course, all very well to be wise 
after the event. If, in the early stages of © 
the war, when we began to realize the 
gradual but ever increasing cost of living, 
we had created a Board in connexion with — 
the Statistician’s Department, with power — 
tc grant increased wages corresponding 
with the increase in the cost of living, we 
should have avoided a lot of trouble. ~ 
Something may yet be done in that direc- — 


‘tion; but, in any event, the Government _ 


should bring before Parliament at the 
first opportunity a Bill providing.for an 
amendment of the Act and designed to 
mitigate, if not entirely to prevent, the 
industrial turmoil from which we are suf- i 
fering to-day. OP 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) he 
[4.27|.—The time allowed under the — 
Standing Orders for the consideration of 
this motion has almost expired, but I am 
anxious to refer to one or two points that — 
are of importance. I cannot help feeling, ‘ 
and I am sure the feeling will be shared 
by honorable members generally, that a 








 eibation 
must stand responsible for all the indus-— 
- ¢rial- unrest now existing. While ‘his 
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| b the congestion of business in the’ ont 
and Arbitration Court, they 


congestion of business goes on, and people 


are allowed to increase the cost of living, 
they must be condemned as primarily re- 
sponsible for the trouble that has taken 


place. We have an excellent illustration 
of the position in connexion with what is 
taking place on the River Murray con- 
servation works at the present time. The 
men on this side of the river are on strike 


ve because they are asked to work for 3s. or 


4s. a day below the rate paid to those 
on the New South Wales side. The lat- 
ter are working under an award, but the 
‘men on this side have no Court to. which 
they can appeal and have their case 


promptly determined. Although this is’ 


_ a work of a national character, the men 
engaged upon it on ore side of the river 
are dependent upon an award of a State 
Arbitration Oourt, while those on the 
other side have no such award to protect 
them. For that reason a great natiorfal 
! work is being held’ up. 


- Debate 


“ standing 
order 119. 


interrupted under 


DEFENCE DEPARTMENT. 
Lone SERVICE LEAVE. 


Mr. MAKIN.—I ask the Minister — 
presenting the Minister for Defence, upon 
—notice— 

Under the Defence Act, how much leave is a 


4 public servant entitled to who has served for 


forty-three years, namely, twenty-three years 
in the State service, and twenty years in the 
Paderal service, 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—He is 
eligible for six months’ furlough on full 
pay. I may add the public servants em- 


os ployed under the Defence Act receive the 
game leave privileges as are granted to 
public servants under the control of the 


Public Service ‘Commissioner. 


PAPERS: 


- The following. papers were pre- 
-sented:—  - 

Audit Act—Regulations Amended—Statutory 
~ ‘Rules! 1920, No. 57. 

- Public Service Act—Appointment of J. I. 
- Connor, Department of Trade and Customs. 
64, 65. 


1920, ; Nos. 


ae beeen (REPRESENTATIVES. 2] 


Ingress and egress being provided. 


work was proceeded with, the buildings : 


continue the work, and install a further 
large number of lines at a cost largely in 


On looking into the files recently we 


formally agreeing to the motion. 


Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor). ‘i 


—Regulations Anecdote t Rules _ | 
iene —If my aaa serves me Phocie \ th 






GUNNER ‘YATES: “Nquiny. a hier. 

Sir. ‘GRANVILLE © RYRIE—(By Gp 
leave)—1 desire ‘to announce to the — 
House that in connexion with the inquiry 
that is to be held into the war service of 
Gunner Yates, the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion (Mr. Tudor) has nominated as the — 
representative of honorable members op- 
posite the honorable member for West — 
Sydney (Mr. Ryan), and I have nomi- 
nated from this side the honorable mem- 
ber for Kooyong (Sir Robert Best). 
Those two honorable members will con- — 
jointly agree upon a- military officer to 
act as chairman. uf | 


_ SYDNEY AUTOMATIC * 
J) EXCHANGE: 6 7 Ga aa 
ae /Worxs Commrrrnr’s Report. a " 
Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Postmaster- 





General) [4.34].—I move— Bot 


That in the opinion of this House it is ex- i Ks 
edient to carry out the following prone 
work:—Provision of Automatic Telephone anc 
change, Sydney. 





This is only a formal motion, On 29nd oe 
August, 1915, this work, with several — 
others, was referred to the Public Works. 
Committee. The Committee approved | 
of the work subject to certain means of 
Its | 
report was laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed on the 5th Novem- 
ber, 1915, but through some ‘oversight the 
foie motion, which I now ask the 
House to pass, was never made. The 

























were erected, and a large number of tele- 
phones were installed. We propose to 


excess of £25,000, but still within the 
estimated cost of the complete, work as- 


” 


set out in the report of the Committee.” 


found that this formal motion had been 
overlooked, and as the additional work 
that is now proposed was included in the 
original report of the Committee, T ask 
the House to rectify the omission by’ 
Thame’ o5 
explained the matter to the former chair- 
man (Mr. Riley) and other members of 
the Enblic Works Committee, and to the 


Mr, FENTON (Maribyrnong) [4.36]. — 
th ea 


* 





£ 





ae the only. outlet. 


. Story.— We ale a recommenda 
“tion upon that subject. 


“Mr. FENTON .—1 understand the) re” 


eae dnGon was not earried out. 


MN Mr. Wisz.—I understand it was, but 


cannot say definitely. 

Mr. FENTON are Conaibties re- 
commended that an additional property 
should be purchased, which would give 
additional frontage and egress to Castle- 
-reagh-street.' The proposal, as it was 
originally submitted to the Committee, 
was for the erection of a building which 
“would have been nothing more nor less 
than a death-trap to. those working in it. 
I. think the House should know definitely 
whether proper means of escape has been 
provided in accordancé with . the Com- 
_mittee’s recommendation. The exchange 
was to be built at the back of a number - 
of buildings, and egress was by only one 
little right-of-way, not much more than , 
the width of one vehicle. 

~ Mr. Wisz.— I understand that was rec- 

tified before the ies el was proceeded 
with. a : 

Mr FENTON. -I should like the 
bieies to give the! House definite in- 
_ formation upon that question. - 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [4. 38 |.— 
‘The House ought to -have an absolute 
“assurance from the Minister that the re- 
commendation of the Publie Works Com- 
mittee-in connexion with this building 
“was carried out. Paragraphs 15 and 16 
of the Commitiee’s report state— 

The Committee investigated the site which 
aie been acquired and found that it is an area 
about 50 feet by 120 feet, completely sur- 

--reunded by buildings varying from two stories 
to six stories in height. The only approach 

‘to the area is*by means of a right-of-way 

' 10: feet wide and 150 feet long leading from 
Castlereagh-street, and this right-of way. is 
built over for about half its length. 

The Committee was ver unfavorably im- 
- pressed with the site from the point of view of 
fire risk, bearing in mind that there will be 
a staff of about 164 in occupation of the 

. building during the daytime and about three 
at night. Hvidence on the subject was ob- 
tained from. the Chief Officer, New South 
Wales Fire Brigades, who supported the Com- 
mittee’ s view that in the event of an outbreak 
eof fire there would be great difficulty in~the 
way of employees effecting an escape from the 
buildings through the right-of-way, which is 
At the same time the ap- 


ete of fire- fighting. appliances through the 
same an oe would be seabed difficult. 
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I have commented, on more than one 
occasion, on the policy of proceeding with | 
work before the report’ of the Public 
Works Committee has been considered 
and indorsed: by Parliament. Certainly, 
since the present Minister for Works and o 
Railways (Mr. Groom) has been in office, — 
that has been done. In the case of this 
work, particularly; the concurrence of 
Parliament should have been obtained 
before the building was commenced. 


Mr. Wise.—There is no toute about 
Ghat. 
Mr. ‘GREGORY.—Eépecially _ as “the 


-Comiittec was extremely anxious that 
better means of ingress and egress should 
be provided before the work was started. 
I draw the attention of the House to the | 
fact that it has been the practice, par- 
ticularly of the last Postmaster-General 
(Mr. Webster) to carry out, piece-meal, — 
important works involving an aggregate : 
expenditure of more than £25,000 with- — 
out reference to the Public Works Com- 
mittee or Parlament, except by means of 
the annual Estimates. 

Mr. Austin Crapman.—What is ‘the 
use of referring: works to the Committee 
if they are carried out without regard to 
the’ Committee’s report? : 

Mr. GREGORY.—The fault did not : 
lie with the Committee. I think the 
Postmaster-General would be well advised 
in agreeing, as a condition of the passing — 
of this motion, that effect should be given _ 
to the recommendation of the Public 
Works Committee. ) 

Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [4. 49). —- 
As the then chairman of the Public 
Works Committee in 1915, I moved 
the printing of the report on 
this work, and it was the duty of 
the Government to see that the re“ 
commendation® of the Committee was” 
carried. out. | understand that some 
improvement of the conditions to which 
we took exception has been made. The 
Postal Department has been negotiating - 
for’ the right to tunnel under Vickery’s 
Chambers in order ‘to get an. oe into 
Pitt-street. 

- Mr. Ricwarp Foster. Fea will be 
the length of the tunnel? x 

Mr. RILEY.—About 100 feet, oh 
think; and then the employees would have ; 
to go up through an iron grating after — 
negotiating the dark passage. That was — 
done by the last Postmaster-General (Mr. ie 
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might be improved by purchasing the 





Sydney 
recommendation of the Public : Works 
Committee. 
mittee were unanimous in condemning 
the site of this exchange. It was 
bought by Mr. Agar Wynne when Post- 
master-General, and the Committee was 
merely asked to report on the proposed 
building. We recommended that the site 


the 


building which stands between 
and 


present site and Castlereagh- -street, 


- which could be used to Rds Wyk the, 


Invalid and Old-age Pensions Office, thus 
saving a large amount in rent annually. 
I am afraid nothing can be done at this 
stage, unless the Postmaster-General is 
agreeable to consider the recommendation 


made by the Committee to acquire that 


present .time very high. 


portant in case of fire. 


building. 

Mr. Wisr.—I will certainly inquire 
into that. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.44]—If, as 
stated by the honorable member for South 
Sydney (Mr. Riley), there is difficulty 
in providing proper means of ingress and 
egress to this building, the matter ought 
to be looked into, for these are all im- 
J understand 
that this new building is in the middle of 
a block of other buildings, and certainly 


- some means of escape should be provided 


for the employees. . 

Mr. Frenron.—This is a death-trap. 

Mr. TUDOR.—We know that the best 
“fireproof ” buildings in the world have 
been destroyed by fire. 

Mr. Rizny.—The danger is from the 
surrounding buildings. 

Mr. TUDOR.—That is so; and I hope 
that the Postmaster-General will see that 


the employees are given a fair chance. 


there should be a 
although I know that 
for: land are at» the 
The Com- 
monwealth, for their extended activities, 
might use some of their own buildings 
for housing the officers who look after 
pensions, war pensions, and also, perhaps, 
for the Repatriation Commission. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN = (Eden- 
Monaro) [4.46].—I am not satisfied in 
regard to this building, which has been 
described by the honorable member for 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton), an ex-mem- 
ber of the Public Works Committee, as 
a “death-trap.” We are told by the Post- 


If necessary, 
new building, 
the prices 


master-General (Mr. Wise) that this is a 


eer 





The members of the Com- 


‘money has already been expended on the ~ 


. Austin Chapman), I 
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members to accept his statement on the 


ground that he has conferred with an ex- 


Chairman of the Public Works Commit- 
tee. The building is to house over 100 

employees, and we certainly require — 
further information. We ought to know 
which officer is responsible for placing the 
building in this position. The safety of 
the employees should be our first con- — 
sideration, but it is now stated that in 
case of panic there would be a 
terrible state of affairs; and we might 
ask what is /the good of the Public 


. Works Committee if this sort of thing 


is allowed to go’on. If there is not 
some improvement, we shall have to ap- 
point a. Select Committee to visit the — 
building and see whether there is any — 
justification for the alarming statements — 
that have been made. “We know that the 
present Postmaster-General is not re- 
sponsible, but we ought certainly to know 
who is the responsible officer. I am quite _ 
certain that no private individual or com- 
pany would tolerate such service. va 


Mr. Rrcuarp Foster.—We ought to ei 
know which Minister is responsible. : 


Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN —Yes, that 
ought to be ascertained. Of course, this | 
House is not a tribunal to judge as to ~ 
buildings of the kind, but the Puble — 
Works Committee has done its duty by hy 
calling attention to the matter, and some _ 
one in the Department ought to be given 
“the boot” if he is found to be responsible 
for this ‘‘ death-trap.” This is a very busy 
block of buildings, and a tunnel under 
Vickery’s. buildings would scarcely be 
practicable, in view of the fact that land — 
there is worth something like £1,000 a- 
foot, and such a work would entail the’ 
risk of claims for damages. That some ~ 





work does not justify us in agreeing to _ 
its continuation, if, as stated, the result _ i 
will be a “ death- trap, en ae 

Mr. STORY (Boothby) [4. 50] Gs ne 
order to allay the anxiety of the honor- — 
able member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. — 
I beg to inform him ~ 
that additional means of ingress and 
egress were provided. The Public Works 
Committee, of which I happened to be 
a member at that time, suggested that — ae 
the Department should purchase some old 
ee aie se 
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*} dade an ae ante means of ingress 
and egress; and that purchase would, in 
the opinion of the Committee, have heen 
ie a good investment for the Commonwealth. 
The then Postmaster-General decided 
against that idea, but he provided special 
means of egress and ingress, in the form 
of a tunnelled passage from the back of 
the site into Pitt-street. Previously the 
only means were topaed by a right-of- 
way from Castlereagh-street. The tunnel 
ought to be amply satisfactory, because 
_ it was designed and made under the super- 
vision of Mr. Griffin, the architect of 
_ the Federal Capital. At any rate, it is 
quite sufficient to protect the lives of our 
Neh ee | 


Mr. STORY.—Yes, and. I am perfectly 
satisfied that it is quite sufficient. I 
_ should have very much preferred the De- 
partment to have adopted the recommen- 
dation of the Public Works Committee 
in reference to the purchase of the Castle- 
_ reagh-street frontage. I merely rose to 
allay any uneasiness which honorable 
members may have. 

Mr. Austin Cuapman.—You have not 
done so; we are told that this is a 
ey  death-trap. UE, 

Mr. STORY.—The honorable member 
for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton), when he 
made that remark, was not aware that 
this additional means of eas had been 


provided. — 


Mr. Frenton.—I knew a “tunnel had 

been made; but we do not desire our em- 
ployees to scuttle like rabbits out of a 
burrow. — 
Mr. STORY.—The Chasen of the 
Public Works Committee at that time 
(Mr. Riley) has already assured the House 
that means of ingress and egress have 
been provided, and, in my opinion,: the 
tunnel will be a perfect safeguard. 

Mr. Avustixy Crapman.—Do you say 
that Mr. Griffin is TopaEa te for this 
building © 
Mr. STORY.—Mr. Griffin was the 
architect employed to provide this means 
of escape into Pitt-street; and I think 
honorable members need be under no ap- 
prehension in regard to these. 

Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [4.54].— 


On more than one occasion I have 


_ brought this matter under the notice of 
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‘Mr. Austin CuapMan, ttaye you seen 
ea it? 
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honorable members, and fave dena my ag 


best to prevent the work in this building Nally 


from going on. The delay in introducing 
the work to the House has been with the 
object of defeating the desires of myself 


something of the circumstances, The 
building in question is in the centre of 
the block formed by Castlereagh-street, 
Pitt-street, Hunter-street, and Moore- 
street. On the Castlereagh-street side 
there is a building with thirteen floors; on _ a 
the Pitt-street side the building backs into 
Vickery’s property, which is four stories - e 
high; and on the right-of-way, which is 
spoken of, there are buildings Noche | 

by Penfold, printer. I cannot con- 
ceive how it was managed to put a”. 
building up there; the work must have 
been, carried on very quietly, and, of 
course, secure from observation, because 
from outside the block it cannot be seen, 
In Castlereagh-street, the lane is about © 
10 feet wide, but it is built over, and the 


_opening is only about the same in height. 


Those who talk about a tunnel into Pitt- 
street can know nothing of works of the 
kind. In the first place, the telephone 
wires are an interference, and, further, 
owing to the rise of the tidal waters, the 
land cannot be properly drained to permit — 
of a tunnel. It is damnable nonsense to 


‘talk about making a tunnel there. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot John- — 
son).—I must ask the honorable member 
to withdraw that expression. 

Mr. WEST.—The word “damnable” 
is not a wrong one to use, but if it is 
deemed offensive I shall withdraw ih : 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
ber is not in order in using such a word, 
and I ask him to withdraw it. 

Mr. WEST.—I thought I had ae 
drawn, but, in any case, I do so now. 
Another instance of blundering is found 
in connexion with the purchase of a site 
for a post-office in Oxford-street, Sydney. - 

Sir JoszepH Coox.—Does the honorable ’ ee 
member say that a tunnel has not hee vee 
made? as 

Mr. WEST.—Yes. ee 

Sir JosEpH Coox. ares understand a Pict 
has. Beh 
Mr. Wisz.—Yet the honorable iene 
for East Sydney (Mr. West) tells us Me 
he knows all about the matter. a 

Mr. WEST.—There has not been 
tunnel bored, but an opening has been 














made through Peatold’s property te 


street. 
- spoken strongly, and, as I thought, con- 


~ “death-trap ” 
. “justly to any other building in, the w ee 


rant keeper, 
smell of the latter establishment did. not. 
Fortunately, I was . 


aes for the district ,doing? 
| this site in your own constituency? — 
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narrow lame, 9 or 10 feet wide, off Pitt: 
On previous occasions I have 


~-vineingly enough, in regard to this work, 
and JI was promised that nothing. would 


be done, ‘but that another site would be 


_ purchased. i do not think that the ‘term 
could be apphed more 


When fF drew attention to the matter 

‘a previous occasion, Mr. Agar Wy? a 
who was then Postmaster- General, visited - 
the site, accompanied, | think, by Mr. 
Oxenham; but he merely went past if in 
a motor car. He then -went on to the 
Oxford-street site, three sides of which 


street of only 18 feet. ,The lanes were 


perties were occupied by a butcher—the 


offal from whose establishment was car- 


ried past the post-office door—a’ restau- 
and a fishmonger; and the 


invite a second sniff. 
‘able to stop that work in Oxford-street, 


‘the ex-Positmaster-General (Mr. Webster) 


quite agreeing with my views when he 
visited it. 
the same common sense that’ was-then dis- 
_ Played would be shown in connexion with 
the site we are now discussing; but, as 
events have turned out, either the Public 


Works Committee or those who have the 
duty of purchasing sites, should be re- 


.moved and others put in their places. 
‘This block of buildings contains, perhaps, 


the most inflammable stores that could be 
- found anywhere in Australia. 


Mr. Austin Cuarpman.-What is the 


0 Mr. WEST.—I am only human, and I 
did all I could.. No doubt this work has 
been carried out with some sort of secrecy. 
Nobody can say that I have not some 
eres, of the .nbject, or that I do not 
know what a building ought to be. No 
_ Government building ‘should be so placed 
“as to give daylight only from the roof, 
and to present difficulties in proper sani- 
tation. If I had my way I would set 
"fire to this building,’ and make them 
build another elsewhere. The place has 
ean built, on a site which was used for _ 

a garage, a one-story building, which 


; could be lighted from the ee ned I fail 


Is not: 


_(REPRESHNTATIY ES. an | 


~ \ were in lanes, with a frontagé to the main ‘ 


» only 15 feet wide, and the opposite pro- 


I came to the conclusion that | 


* 


of the. Auditor-General’s Department, an 










to. see hewn Pi: i wcbainee uae Ge 
can be lighted without. a considerable loss — 
of floor space. Then, too, as one wl ae 
holds by examination the certificates and 
licences of the Water and Sewer age 
Board, the Technical College, and the — 
City Council | of Sydney, I would. poles 
out that no private. yperson is permitted — 

_ to put a convenience in a building catogt 
on an outer wall, and certain ventilating — 
requirements must be - complied with. 
The Government, of course, can disregard _ 
such regulations, but they ought not to. 
bé disregarded. In my opinion, ‘it is dis- , 
graceful that this building has been 
erected notwithstanding the objections - 
that. were urged against its erection Yo. 
the citizens of Sydney. — 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND, ilasiagea) | 
[5.4].—The debate has been interesting, 
as showing the value of the Public Works | 
Committee, Apparently, when the Com- 
mittee makes a recommendation which 
suits the Minister, its report is used as a 
‘backing for his proposal ; but when the e 
Committee’s. recommendation — does not 
suit the Minister, he ignores it and Pro- : 
‘ceeds, with the work. . he 





ou ght 













not to do so. yt 
Mr. Seon LAMOND. “whe Com: 
monwealth pays the upkeep of the Com- 
mittee, and provides; also, salaries. for | 
the Auditor- General and his staff of 
officers to see that. public expenditure is” 
in accordance with the law. T should — 
like to, know how money “was obtained-for 
this particular work without the authorit 
of Parliament. — es 
Mr. Tupor. eae it. was pane On 
the Works Estimates, which often go 
through as,a matter of urgency soon | 
after the delivery of the Budget. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—Surely | 46 
is the duty of some one in the Auditor- 
General’ s Department to see that money 
is not expended without proper authority. 
Mr. Harahan Soe: 1s bie foe 



















Made is 
Mr. HECTOR 1 LAMOND. aa vie w 


paint 





very much lessened if it cannot discover 
irregularities within less than two years. 

Mr. Story.—Let the dead past bur 
its dead, and let us resolve to do better 
in the future. Che 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. ane 
chance. of getting things done bette 
the. elas is to be phieued id dra 





his Yottns a dead past: cai Brconnie on it. 

A Government should set an example to 

_ the general public in the matter of the 

construction of: buildings and. the treat- 

ment of employees. In Melbourne, how- 
ever, the Department of the Postmaster- 

General is responsible for the continued 

use of an ugly iron shed which was 

erected for work that is. now ee done 
elsewhere. 
Mr. Poynron.—The Railing in ques- 
tion was transferred to the Common- 
_ wealth by the State of Victoria. 

: -Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—My point 
is that the excuse for the erection of that 
building was that it would be a tempo- 

rary structure, yet the Commonwealth 
Government has kept it in use for nearly 
twenty years. What we need is a few 
citizens like the late Sir MHenniker 
Heaton, who would pull down erections 

_ that were an affront to the ‘public or in- 
terfered with their rights. 
make ‘our cities more pleasant to live in. 

T have long held the opinion that it would 

be economical for the Government to re- 

sume blocks, or even larger areas, in the 


big cities as sites for public offices., Had 


', the block on which the General Post 
9s Office; Sydney, stands been resumed when 
he Commonwealth took charge of postal 
Ls administration an immense saving could 


2 


at Mar, 1920.] 


That would. 


' have been made by the concentration of | 


ie » public oftices there. . 

Mr. Corser.—One can: always be wise 
“after the event. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. Oya are 


never after the event; we are just as far, 
in front of the position of twenty-five or 


_ fifty years hence as were those of a gene- 

: ration ago in front of the present posi- 

tion. It is true now as it was then that 

Commonwealth activities will extend, 

and central sites for public offices will be 

‘needed in the capitals. A far- “seeing 
Ministry would secure such sites. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—What is needed also 

is a far-seeing Parliament and public. — 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—It is the 

- duty of. Ministers to lead and. educate 

public opinion, not to pretend that\the 


~ 


public refuses to-do things about, which 


it has never been consulted.- 
Coming:to this building for the hous- 
ing of the automatic telephone | exchange, 


7 


which es be opened. next month in Syd-. 





> Rey 
Mr. WwW 1SE,—It is dehy fnishad: 

. “Mr.” ‘HECTOR LAMOND.—For that 
‘reason, It is rather late to talk of what 





‘that Mr. Webster was opposed to the re- 


will secure central sites for the erection sof 
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ought to have been done; but it shout 
be ‘possible to prevent the housing of pub- 
lic servants under improper conditions. 
Last year we had a debate about the un- 
healthy conditions under which the print- 
ing of notes was conducted in Melbourne, 
and the House was sympathetic with the 
Government in regard to an improve- 
ment. Yet there has now been erected 
in Sydney by the Government a building 
which possesses all the defects of that 
which was then condemned. 
that this building has been erected... 
recommendation of the Works Comaitese 
was one which would have been ea 
by any business man. The buildings in > 
front of the site should have been re-— 
sumed, to give access to the street, any 
any property that was not required could — 
have been put on the market again. ‘ : 
‘Mr. Fenron.—But in Sydney private « 
houses are being rented everywhere for — 
the accommodation of Commonwealth of | 


; Nore 


HECTOR LAMOND.—Yes. The 
een is in this happy poston. 
that in all the big cities they need offices 
for the work of a number of Depave. 
ments, and therefore could economically © 
concentrate their public offices on spacious 
central sites. This and previous Govern- 
ments are without excuse for their failure 
to make proper provision for public build-— 
ings. They have rented premises at the 
expense of economy and efficiency, and, 
as in Melbourne, have allowed buildings 
which are an eyesore to remain long after 
the requirement for which they were — 
erected has ceased. The Minister for ~ 
Home and Territories informs me that ~ 


‘£168,000 would ‘be needed to replace the — 


building in Elizabeth-street, Melbourne, — 
which I have referred to as an eyesore. — 
Had the first Commonwealth Government 
spent that sum on a suitable building, an 
immense saving would have been effected. _ 

Mr. Tupor.—It would have been @ : 
thousand times better to increase the ac- — 
commodation of the post-office by build- _ 
ing on the Elizabeth-street site than to “1 
erect another structure at the Pon ‘OL 
Bourke-street. : 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I ‘havieve 




















moval of the General Post-office to the top 
of Bourke-street. I hope that some 
Government, will take into consideration ae 
the future needs of the Departments Taereyig 
gard to public offices in our big cities, and ee 


fered to was, 


were given. 


Mr. 


' ment of the 


_ PENSIONS 


the necessary accommodation, so that edi- 
fices may be constructed which will give 


greater convenience and permit of more 
economical management and more effi- 
ciency in working. 


Mr. WISE [Gi spends Poamuee 


General) [5.12].—The proposal of the De- 


partment to erect an automatic telephone 
exchange on the site that has been re- 


referred to the Public Works Committee, 
and that Committee recommended the 
erection of the building, provided ‘that 
ample means of ingress and egress be- 
tween it and an adjoining thoroughfare 
I have been assured by an 
architect of the Works Department that 
that condition has been complied with. 
The main part of the work has now been 
completed, that is, the exchange has 
been erected, and a large number of tele- 
phone lines has been installed there. But 
it is necessary to install still more, and 


the work is very urgent. Money has been 


made available for it this year which the 
Treasurer could not make available to 
Webster last year. A search~was 
made to see whether the necessary 
authority had been obtained for what it 


/ was proposed to do ,and it was discovered 
that, 


although the building had been 
erected, and a number of telephone lines 
installed in it, a formal resolution of the 


- House declaring that it was expedient to 
carry out the work had not been obtained. 


Mr. Story.—That was not the only 
case. 

Mr. WISE. —That is so. Two other 
exchanges were built and completed with- 
out the formal indorsement by Parlia- 


tion. But the mistake having been dis- 
covered in this case, it was thought right 


to come to Parliament to rectify matters. 


i eeon resolved in the affirmative. 


INVALID AND OLD-AGE. 
APPROPRIATION 
SE ae 


In Committee (Consideration pt Go- 
vernor-General’s message). 

ae (by Sir Joszrpx Coox) ‘agreed 
boo 


That it is expedient that an. appropriation 
of revenue be made for the purposes of a Bill 


for an Act to grant and apply out of the 


Consolidated Revenue Fund a sum for Invalid 
and Old-age Pensions, x 


Resolution reported. 


as I have already stated, 





tans Ghien "pended, ont reso- meal 
lution adopted. — | Seat 
Ordered— ; ‘ 
That Sir Joseph Cook and Mr. Wise do pre- 
pare and bring in a Bill to carry out the fore< og 
going resolution, 4 Qa 
Bill presented, ads read a first time. , 
Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
Minister for the Navy and Acting Te Za 
surer) [5.20].—I move— 
That this Bill be now read a second time. 


The object of this Bill is to provide — 
moneys for the purpose of paying invalid - 
and old-age pensions. The moneys ap- 
propriated will be paid into a trust ac- 
count. This is a statutory requirement, 
but it means that payment of these pen- 
sions is not dependent on the passage of 
the annual Estimates. eae Trust Fund — 
is handy for other reasons.: The Con- 2 


stitution requires that all curplus revenue 


at the end of the financial year must be 
paid to the States, but so that we may 
keep. any outstanding balances within our 
own compass and for our own use, we 
always take care to appropriate them into cae 
this very convenient Trust Fund. I am 
asking now for the appropriation of! 
£10,000,000 to cover the payment of in- | 
valid and old-age pensions for another 

two years. The total amount appro- 
priated for invalid and old-age pensions 
since we began to pay them in 1909 a 
is £31,250,000. The last appropriation, 2g 
amounting to £10,000,000, was made in 
1917; and is now exhausted ; at Any rate, oe 
it will not last until the end of this fnan- 
cial year, and, therefore, it is urgent that 





Oowiniibanioe sacbmiiend as woe should kane this fresh appropriation. — | se 


Perhaps I may give honorable mem- Bic. 
bers a few figures to show the gene- — ta 
rous provision made by jthis Parliament — 

from time to time for the invalid and old- Bin ; 
age pensioners of Australia. ‘They in- » 





dicate an increasingly generous attitude — 


on the part of Parlament towards these — 
pensioners. In 1917, we had 120,000 
pensioners, to whom* we paid £3,518, 000. 
In 1918 we had 125,000 pensioners, to 
whom we paid £3,753 000. In 1919 we 
had 127,000 pensioners, to whom we paid 
£3,880, 000. This year there are 135,426 

pensioners, to whom £4,569,000 has been ? 
paid, and to whom for the full year, it is Elais 
estimated, £5,134,000 will be paid. The 
increase is dhe to the extra 2s. 6d. per 
week which was granted to the pensioners 
some time ae SU small oe ee i 

















hay tiene means a tremendous sum 
. — total for the Commonwealth to pay. No’ 
he one begrudges this inerease, which has 


Cy 





Invalid and Oh age 


in the 


been brought about by the increased cost 
4OL) living. Jt was right that we should 


try in some small way to help the old 


~~ people to meet the conditions of life that 
are afflicting other persons in the com- 
munity who are much better off. The 
conditions under which the pensions are 
paid are now very much more liberal 
than they were. We allow the pensioner 
a maximum pension of £39 a year, but 
Patek the’ income from other sources ex- 


_. ceeds £26 a year, a deduction is made 


from the pension, so that any person in 


___ receipt of a pension shall not have a total 


income of more than £65 per annum. 
| Formerly the limit was fixed at £58 10s. 
I wish the country could. afford to be 
more generous, but honorable members 


will see that the rates of the pension’ are 
~ making very heavy demands upon the 


Treasury, and in the next Bill which I 


~ shall bring forward I shall indicate what 


demands are being made upon it by other 
pensions. In fact, our pension list is 
_ peaking sharply upwards, and 13 hope 
that at the present moment no honorable 
~ member will raise debate as to the ade- 
‘quacy or inadequacy of the pension rates. 
I am merely asking the House to give 
us a further appropriation of money so 
that we may be able to continue paying 
the pensions as heretofore. 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [5.27].—I would 
not oppose a Bill which provides the. 
Treasurer with a sack into which he can 
place surplus revenue at the end of each 
financial year. At the end of 1910 we 
agreed to pay the States 25s, per head of 
the population, but, as the Acting Trea- 
surer (Sir Joseph Cook) explained this 
afternoon i in reply to a question, that ar- 
rangement. will come up for reconsidera- 
tion. ‘AU. Be ‘orthcoming Premiers’ Confet- 
ence. 5 | : may 
not know that aftér we have made the 
per capita payment of 25s.. per head we 
are not finished with the States unless 
we provide this Trust Fund. I under- 
eet that it is estimated the Customs re- 
venue for this year will be £21,000,000, 
over £4 per head of the population. 


Mr. Prowsr.— Yes, at the expense of 
retarding production. 
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purchased at that time for 12s. 


ae - if a man begs on the street he is no 
> Mr. TUDOR.— I am never anxious to 
see the Customs Department collect huge 
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sums of money. Under an effective: pro- : 
tective Tariff we ought’ not to be collect- 
ing huge sums of money through the Cu 
toms Department. However, I am n 
prepared to argue the question with the — 
honorable member now. My point . 
that unless we provide this Trust Fund 
the balance of the Customs revenue above 
25s. per head must go to the States. 
The Acting Treasurer has expressed 
the hope that. in dealing with this Bill 
honorable members will not raise the 
question of pension rates. TI have no de- 
sire to do so now. I shall do so at the — 
proper time, when an Invalid and Old- 
age Pensions Bill is “before the House. 
However, there is one phase of the mat- 
ter that I hope will be given consideration — 
by the Government. While the Acting ~ 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) announces — 
that we .allow invalid and old-age pen- — 
sioners to-day a total income of £65 per 
annum, inclusive of the pension, the fact 
remains, as I have pointed out again and 
again in this House, that no increase has” 
been made in the amount which a pen- 
sioner may earn without having any de- — 
duction made from his pension. The 
original Act passed in 1908 allowed a_ 
pensioner to earn 10s. a week in addition 
to his pension. We are well aware that — 








since then the purchasing power of the 
sovereign has so diminished that, to- day, : 


could be — : 
Gder os 


in the cost 


£1 will 


only buy what 


Because of the increase 


of living, we have on two different — 
occasidns increased } the pension—firsb _ 
to 12s. 6d. per week, and then to 


15s. per week; but we still limit the earn- 
ings of pensioners to 10s, per week a 
have always said that with every increase — 
of the pension a proportionate increase 
should be made in the amount which 4 ~ 
pensioner may earn. & 
Then, again, there is the poset Be ie 
inmates Me our institutions for the blind. _ 
Those who are in such institutions are 
not permitted to earn more than 10s. per 
week. If they do their pension is re- 
duced: A few days ago I saw in the 
streets of Melbourne a blind man dis~ 
playing a placard stating that he had 
been compelled to leave the Blind Asy+ 
lum. As I said in this House last year, 











allowed to remain in the Institute fo 
the Blind. The honorable member fo 





806° 1 


Fremantle (Mtr. Burchell) shed ihe 


forward the question of the. treatment of 


blind” pensioners. 


Mr. Burcurti.—I urged that inmates 


of institutes for the blind should be. al- 


lowed to earn an amount ue to their 
pensions. 


Mr. TUDOR.—We do. not say shat the | 


ee blind shall not marry, and I hope we 


“never will, but we do say to a blind man, 


“Tf you earn more than 10s. per week, a 


| corresponding reduction of your pension 
will be made.” 


In other words, we allow 
a blind pensioner an income.of not more 


than 25s. per week, inelusive of his pen- 


sion, for the maintenance of his wife,-his 


‘family, and himself. The man to whom 
“T referred a few moments ago, finding 


that this was not enough for him, begged 


3 Geka view. > 
many blind people in the Commonwealth. | 


ber of blind and permanently incapable 


for alms at Footscray“on a Friday night, 


and the Royal Victorian Institute for “the 
Blind, on learning “of this, turned him 
out, saying, “ You eannot remain here 
if you go out begging.” He is now com- 
pelled to beg every day in the week. 
That is a reflection on this Parliament. 
No one begrudges. our increased pensiens 
bill) Many old-age pensioners, who have 


borne the heat and burden of the day, 
and have been among our best pioneers, 
are compelled to take the old-age pension 
because they have not been.so unscrupu- 


lous as many who have not had to apply. 
for it. -We are doing right in providing 


for them, but we shoulth certainly allow 


them to. earn as’ much as sayok receive by 
way of pension. 


Sir Joseru Coox.—lIf ‘he hohorable. 
member’s suggestion were adopted, all : 
permanently crippled persons, as well as 


tubercular cases and others, would come 
under the Act, and the increased pay- 
ment by way of pensions would run into 


thousands of pounds, 
Mr. TUDOR.—I am aware of the de- 
There are not very 


I hope the Government will, if necessary, 
authorize a census to ascertain the num- 


people in Australia.” We have a respon- 


sibility to these people which we cannot 


ignore We do not say in so many 
words that the permanently incapable 
shall be allowed to starve; but it would 
almost be less cruel to put them up 
against a wall and shoot'them than to 
allow. them to starve. by dégrees.» We 


On the contrary, we should help those oe 


and I hope before long the Act will be 


Leader (Mir. 





ey our. A tales of “CS eRIGAD oh 3 
day is such that no man who is blind or 

permanently incapable ne be. compelled ‘ 
to beg. Ae. ee 


Say 


Mr. as we aut dhe honorable ist 
member suggests be\ vaxnied out. by, TORT 
lation vi 

“Mr. TUDOR. ae 0; an amendment of ve) 
the Act is necessary. The pension of 
10s. per week was increased in Septem- - 
_ ber, 1916, to 12s. 6d. per week, because 
the purchasing power of the sovereign — 
was decreasing. It was increased again 
last year for the same reason. 

Mr. Austin Cuapman.—There should 


be another. increase. one 


, Mr: TUDOR.—1 am just as “strongly 
in favour of an inerease’as is the honor- — 
able member; . but the point I wish to > 


make is that hake the invalid and old- | 


age pensions have been increased from — 
10st to 15s. per week, the amount which 
a pensioner may earn without any de- — 
duct#on from his pension still remains as eh 
it was.in 1908, at’ 10s. per week. ca 
Mr. Hicesn LaMonp.—A man who. s a 
doing the same work that he was then — c 
doing - now earns more, and because ct 
his additional , earnings he is penalized. » 
Mr. TUDOR.—Yes.. I have noe 
old-age pensioners to earn a little now — 
and again as watchmen,  stablemen, or = 
in connexion with the fellmongery trade, 
The= Department wisely ’ recognises | that 
whilst a pensioner might earn a rome 
shillings in one week, he might go for -— 
_several weeks withdut earning anything; 
“but we ought not to say to these men, 
‘Directly you try to help yourselves the 
Government. will reduce your pension.’”? 

























who try to help themselves. The treat- 
ment of our blind is a public. scandal 


amended in the direction I have indi- — 
cated. This Bill is necessary, and. a offer 
no opposition to te Ce 4 
‘Mr. WEST (East« Says ‘[b. 39].— ak 
I indorse all that has been said by my 
Tudor) in. regard to - the 

treatment of the blind. 
Sydney an institute for the blind. Soha 
is just. as well managed as is any other 
institution of the kind, but an inmate 
who. earns 16s. per week is not permitte 
to receive a pension of more than 
per week. I am assured by the ma I 
ment that some of the new comers 
not able. to earn even 16s. per week, 


Pan +i 
i + +. oye 
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an aed of the Arbitration Cdart 
y cannot be paid fess. 
would be wise in determining that 


all blind persons, irrespective of their 


“ earnings, shall receive a- ‘pension of” 10s. 
-per week. The day will come, I believe, 


we 


_when every man and woman on. reaching 


the age of sixty-five years and sixty years 
respectively will automatically become 
entitled to a pension. 
law, the administrative expenses of the 


( Department would be enormously re- 
duced. 
sions Act requires also to be amended in 


The Invalid and Old-age Pen- 
other directions. 4g. 


I have received from. the: Rete tnens 


to-day a letter relating to the case of 4 
he _British- born subject who'is about eighty 
4 “years of age, and has resided in Australia 


for something like sixty years. Some 


_ years ago he purchased an annuity, and 


not only is the amount of that annuity 


deducted from his pension, but—and this 


capitalizes the annuity, and makes 


-vises me that there is no redress; it is 
- simply carrying out the Crown Law 
officers’ interpretation of the Act.. Such 
a system does not encourage thrift. The 


se sec sease, _ admits 
segue 


ape 
after the war; 


still pe able to, carn his own lving. 


is what he complains of—the Department 
a 
deduction: in respect of its capital value. 
He has no redress, The only course open 
“to! him is to draw in one year the value 
of the annuity and spend it. He would 
then become entitled to the full pension 
OF 15s. per week. The Department. ad- 


Acting Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook), as 


every — one who hears the details of 
that. .an injustice 
yet no relief can be 

aan another casé a man named 
‘who ~ is eighty-one years. 
but: was not naturalized until 
has had his old-age 
pension stopped, and- but for charity 
‘would have to go hungry. He has been 
in Australia forty-six years. A State 
Government paid his passage out, and 
gave him 40 acres of land. 
a good citizen, and but for sickness. would 
He 
has Jost his. pension, and_ although the 
departmental officers tell me that they 
are very sorry, and that the case is a 
very hard’ one, they say that they ean- 
not pay him the pension. Other cases 
of a similar character might be cited. 
When I returned to Sydney at. the week- 


being” done, 


Baker, 


end, 8 arte case was Areupi under 





The Govern- 





A 


If that were the . 


well as officers of the Department, and 


40 * 


He has been_ 
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of the Act in order to remedy this ite 


| ing 16 himself. 


not stand any nonsense. 


_Old-age Pensions Act. 


‘Lord Forrest desired to-~make these pay- 


‘the end of this year. 
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my notice—that of a man who had san 
fishing’ in Sydney Harbor for the last 
forty years. .. He has reared a family of 
seven or eight children, but recently the 

Department made inquiry as to the pla 
of his birth, and the man replied that he 
believed that he had been born in Russia, 
but that he came to Australia at such a: 
early age that he does not know exactly 
where he was born. That man is deprived. 
of his pension. The other man, who 
bought the annuity, loses £6 a year for 
no other reason than that in his younger 
days he had the foresight to take certain — 
steps that have provided him with an 
annuity of £30. I hope that the Go- 
vernment will introduce an amendment 

















justice. oe 

Mr. Austin CuapmMan.—That is a ‘ 
Treasury matter, and the honorable mem- 
ber may have an opportunity of peek 


Mr. WEST. —I should waste no times 
The House would soon be given the oppor- 
tunity of dealing with the matter, and — 
it would have to do so promptly; I should 
These cases are 
pitiable. The man to whom I referred is 
an educated man; he is able to write a 


good letter,and he is also very persistent, 


Every week he calls to see me, and he is . 
determined to fight for what he considers 
are his rights. nM 
The Fisher Government introduced - 
a wise amendment of the Act to 
provide that a man who owned a i 
cottage ahd lived in it should not. he - ie 
penalized by losing any portion of his \_ 
pension for that reason. That was an . ie 
improvement on the original provision — os 
made by honorable members opposite, 
who were not very much in favour of the — 
Of course, the | 
pensions are paid from the surplus reve- 
nue paid into a special Trust Fund. But— 
for that Trust Fund the-surplus.would — 
be demanded by the States. The late 




















ments of surplus revenue to the States in — 
perpetuity, but the party on this side of 
the House insisted upon a. ten-year 
period; which will expire, I think, about 
That is another. 
instance of the ability of the Labour 
party to control the finances of Austraha. 

Mr. Austin Cuapman.—It is easy for 
the honorable member to talk, but we 
shall see what he will do when he de 
pee of the hoy 
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Mr. WEST. —I invite the honarabl 
member to give me a chance, and he will 
be pleased with my actions. These 
anomalies in the Old-age Pensions Act 
are unnecessary, and create a lot of dis- 
sension. I am not the only honorable 
- member to whom these cases are brought, 
although I get a good many of them in 
New South Wales, because there I am 


looked upon as a champion of the cause 


. of humanity. Honorable members may 
think that I make a nuisance of myself 
by constantly mentioning these cases; put 
_ that will not prevent me from continuing 


to urge Parliament to right oeved 


wrongs. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 


(REPRESENTATIVES. 3 


[5.52].—I should lke to interest the Act-_ 


ing Treasurer in a section of aged people 
who are harshly treated under the 
present. provisions of the Act. Persons 
who enter benevolent institutions as old- 
age pensioners are allowed 2s. per week 
for pocket money. If they enter the in- 
stitution before they apply for the pen- 
sion, this allowance 1s not made to them, 
and the only way in which they can get 
it is by leaving the institution, fighting 
starvation during the time occupied by 
the Department in considering their 
application, and then, when the pension 
is granted, returning to the institution. 
T am quite sure that the administration 
does not desire to subject these people. to 
this suffering without reason; but I have 
been unable to discover any justification 
for the present regulation. If there is a 
way in which the aged in the institutions 


ean get the benefit of this small allowance 


without leaving the institution in order 
to make their applications, provision 
ought to be made for them. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) 5. 55 |. 
_ —I appeal for the sympathy of the Act- 
™g Treasurer for a section of the com- 
, munity. who are suffering a great hard- 


ship. JI refer to the sons and daughters 
of foreign immigrants who came to 
this country, in some cases, sixty 
years ago as infants. Their fathers 
and mothers became naturalized, but 
no steps were taken to secure 


naturalization of the children. Now, 
having reached the, sere and yellow leaf, 
and having fallen upon evil days, especi- 
ally as during the war it was impossible 
—because cf their names—for many of 
them to get work, they find that they are 
ineligible for a pension. 


ow 


end of the financial year, but I hope that 
we shall have no repetition of the action © 
of 
- £3,000,000 from the 


When pombe has 2 oe a beat 





Pension eda et | 


Mr. eaeree Lssiits, Why aia’ they 
not becdme naturalized ? They could not— 
have taken much interest in the: country. Bes 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—They thought — 
they were naturalized, and only recently 
discovered that they were not. A case in 
point is that of a German from Schlesweig- 
Holstein, who has been mayor of his — 
town and alderman, off and on, for 
twenty years, and _ who has taken | 
a very active part in civic life. 

He is sixty-seven years of age; his 
grandchildren were fighting for the ~ 
Allies, and some upon whom he was.de- — 
pendent were killed. Notwithstanding 
that everybody in his locality gives hima 
good character, he is not eligible for an | 
old-age pension. These people are a nob 
very numerous class, and they ought to 
receive special consideration. Their cases 
are very deserving, and I think the Go- _ 
vernment could overcome the difficulty e 
by a simple proclamation. ac 

Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [5.57]— 
The employees in the Old-age and In- _ 
valid Pensions Office have been working ad 
at high pressure during the last few years 
on account of the extra work put upon ~ 
them in connexion with war pensions and 
other military work. Now that the bulk 
of this work has been done, and the bal- 
ance is to be transferred to the Repatria- __ 
tion Department, I hope that the Acting 
Treasurer will recompense t these officers ely 
for their extra work. ge 

Question resolved in the aihirnatives 

Bill read a second time. Ata 

In Committee: ie 

The TEMPORARY > CHAIRMAN 
(Mr, Atkinson ).—Is it the pleasure 6f the 
Committee that the Bill be taken ‘as a. ba 
whole ? 

HONORABLE ee se ae hear ! adh BR 
Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [Be aah wie 
—In reference to the amount of 
£10,000,000 mentioned in the Bill, aan 
it is no doubt necessary for the Treasurer _ ia 
to put his hands on a certain sum of 
money in order that it may be beyond _ 
the reach of the State Treasurers at the 








a, Treasurer 





previous in) take 
Trust Fund) ime oy 
order to make his annual balance. sheet “i 
appear a little better. lhe 
Sir JOSEPH Cos —When was. ‘that 
done ? 
RON tie 







FENTON. pa few. years ag ‘ 
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sum of money to. be paid into a Trust 
Fund, it seems peculiar that the Trea- 
-surer: "should be able to draw upon that 
fund in order to present a more favor- 

able balance-sheet. It will be remem- 
bered that the Finance Committee re- 
ported upon the investment of large Go- 
vernment balances held at current ac- 
count in the banks. The Commonwealth 
Bank has made considerable sums_ of 
money because the Treasurer of the day 
has not seen fit to arrange for the in- 

«vestment of these balances, 

_ Treasury might get the benefit of any 

» interest they earned. 

'*Mr. Riney.—It is only a matter of 
bookkeeping’. 

_ Mr.. FENTON.—At any rate, “this 
bookkeeping has resulted in the Governor 
of the Commonwealth Bank adding con- 
siderably to the profits of the Bank. 

PE bagt Ritey. —Where do. those profits 

o? 
2 “Mr. FENTON.—The Hanteable mem- 
ber may think that this Parliament has 
the handling of money earned by the 
Commonwealth Bank, but that is not so. 
Mr. Tupor.—I would sooner that the 
Commonwealth Bank earned the money 
than that the private banks should do so. 
Mr. FENTON.—So would I. It was 
po inted out by the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee that in New South Wales, and, I 
belheve, in other States, the Treasurer, 


when he has large sums of money, places 


them with the banks, and arrangements 
are made whereby he participates in the 
interest earned. I hope that our Trea- 
surer will see that money which is not to 
be used immediately is made to earn in- 
terest for the Treasury, and not only for 
the bank, for the whole of the people 
benefit by the interest thus obtained. In 
war time loans for £20,000,000 or 
£30,000,000 were floated, and large sums 
of money came into the possession of the 
Treasurer. In the past it has been the 
practice to deposit these sums of money 
at current account, mostly with the Com- 
monwealth Bank, and the Governor of 
the Bank very naturally did not allow it 
to lie idle, | 
~ Mr. Ritey.—What does ub matter, sO 
long as the Bank is using the money pro- 
fitably? 

ee FENTON. —But the money does 
not come into the same till, and it is far 
better for it to go to the Treasury than 
into the coffers of the Bank, which, I am 


: ‘ 
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the interest earned does not now g0 eX- 


so that the _ ime. 
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glad ie say, ig earning enough withon ie 
it being necessary for it to earn more — 
out of Treasury money. I believe that 
the Department has, to a great extent, 
been acting on the recommendation of : 
the Public Accounts Committee, and that 


voile 


clusively to the Bank. 

Clauses agreed to. 

Bill reported without amendment, 
Report adopted, and Bill read a third 


WAR PENSIONS aha 
APPROPRIATION BILL 3) 
In Committee (Consideration of Go- A 


_vernor-General’s message) : 


Motion (by Sir Josepu Coox) agreed ie 
to ‘G 

That it is expedient that an appropriation 
of revenue be made for the purposes of a Bill 
for an Act to grant and apply out of the Con- 
solidated Revenue a sum for war pensions. 

Resolution reported. 

Standing Orders suspended, and reso- 
lution adopted. 

Ordered— 


That Sir Joseph Cook and Mr. Laird Smith 
do prepare and bring in the Bill to carry out 


the foregoing resolution. 


Bill presented by Sir JosepH Ooox, 
and read a first time. | 


\ 


Szconp READING. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramattia—- 


Minister for the Navy and Acting Trea-— 


surer) [6.5|.—I move— 
That this Bill be now read a second hae 


This is an exactly similar Bill to that 
with which we have just dealt, though — 

it deals with a new kind of pension, IT 
should like to inform honorable members = 
precisely what our obligations are in re- 
spect to war pensions. 

Mr. Tupor.—Are they more than they 
were? BG 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—A great deal 
more, They are peaking up sharply, 
and the expenditure this year will mean 
a very considerable sum indeed. ee 

Mr. Tupor.—Why propose to pay 
these pensions out of Trust Funds, — 
whereas previously they were paid out of 
revenue ? ies 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—For these, rae 
amongst other reasons: When the last _ 
Budget was introduced it was expected = —— 
that the year would require, roughly; ©) 
£5,500,000; to be precise, we have pe 











ae 


: “We Beirne a sum of £5, 450, 000. 
_. is now seen that we shall require for the 


whole year no less than £6,230,000, an 
excess of £780,000 over the estimate any 
the Budget. Whether we have reached 
_ the peak, I do not pretend to know. 

ene vt! WEE LEY., Tne men are nearly all 
- back now. 

>.) Sir JOSEPH COOK. —I am. inclined ” 
a ae think that we may have ‘reached the 
apex by this time, and that the pensions 


Ns may begin to moderate a little from now 
on. 


Tf more money has to be found, of 
‘course it must be found. There is a 


sacred obligation resting on aM Common- 
wealth to find pensions within such ade- 


_quacy as the House has already provided 
for the men who did the fighting for us 
at the Front. To provide the additional — 
‘money required this year we shall have. 
te draw—as, indeed, we are drawing at 
this moment—from the Treasurer’s Ad- 
vance, and it is to recoup the Treasurer’s 
Advance that’ I ask for this gale Siar 
tion urgently. 
- Mr, Tupor.—The pensions cannot be 
paid out of the Treasurer’s Advance—— 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—tThere is no. 
other way. The pensions must be paid, 
‘and, if not by other means, out of the 
Treasurer's Advance. ad 
- Mr. West.—When is the Government 
ere, to float the next general loan? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We shall need 
one very soon now. In the meantime, 
we are awaiting the report of the 
Treasurer (Mr. Watt), who has gone to 
London to see how the monetary world 
-is there. 
- Mr. Fremine.—Does that mean that 
we shall need a loan very soon in ‘Aus- 
tralia ? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —That’ depends 
ne the report from the Treasurer in 
London. If we canret get the money 
ip London, we shall have to get it’ here. 
Money has to be found, and very gene- 
-rously found, next year, ‘but I am hoping 
that the Treasurer will make such ar- 
. rangements in Britain as will ease things 
down at this end.. At any rate, I hope 
so, but in the meantime that is proble- 
‘matical. May I suggest that this dis- 
 Gussion is just a little irrelevant? 
Mr. Wesr.—You may “not be in Aus- 
‘tralia then, 
Sir J OSEPH COOK. meal am Rob going 
away. 
‘Mr. Austin Cuapman.—Is not the date 
of the Cpa nee Te i tees 


wes 
hat) 


“Ing, 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. aa. | honorable _ 


friends are kind, but, really, they seem 
to know more about me in this respect — 
than I do myself. Now, may I proceed. ” 
with the explanation. of this. "Tittle Bill? — 
T; have already — pointed out that we 
urgently require this money to recoup the 


Treasurer’s Advance. We have no money a 


to take us through the year with these. 
pensions; indeed, we have not enough 
to pay next month’s accounts. We must 
have a further appropriation or draw - 
extensively on the Treasurer’s Advance ~ 
account, which is a very undesirable thing 
to do. I ask for this appropriation as a 
statutory requirement, for payment to the - 
Trust Account, as in the case of ee 
~ and invalid pensions, and I ae the 
House willagreé. 

“May I, as in the case of the Bill - re- 
lating to old- -age and invalid pensions, 


supply a little information as to the num- ~ 


ber and extent of the war pensions? — 





Here, again, I go back to 1917, when — : 


there were in force 45,191 pensions, with 


an annual liability of 151 29,022., while. 


the average pension was £1 9s. 4d. per 
fortnight. May I explain here that. when — 
i speak of the number of pensions in. 
force, I include women and children—all - 
pensioners are included in the total. 


Mr. West. —Dependants ? a 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes. In ides 


the number of pensions in force was 
110,174, with a lability of £3,848,884 ; in 
1919, the® eri in force had increased 
tor ‘ 181, 529, amid - the liability to 
£5,508, 568. The tis for this year 
is 228 5000 pensions in force, with a lia- 
bility of £6, 260,000.- As I say, I am not 


aware saat ie we have reached the top 


of this continuous column, but let us. 
hope so. I should say that these 


“228,000 pensions represent about 86,000 


soldiers actually in réceipt of pensions at 
this moment. The total amount ex- 
pended on war pensions from the begin- 
ning until 30th June this year 
is about £15,100,000. Pensions—old- 


‘age and. invalid and war—represent ae 


very considerable. total indeed, amount-_ 
roughly, ‘to about £12, :000,000. per 
annum, or about £2 10s. per head of the 
pepulation of Australia. This is a great 


liability, which calls on us to be carefu 


how, ig the immediate future, we spenc dia 
acted on ee that are not pies : i" 





& 








rd e Dabs ae Shunicieblas tains bee will 
-in mind the obligations already on 


ne ‘Mice: 1920.) 


our ‘shoulders in respect of pensions and _ 


interest on our war debts—will keep in 
mind our constantly towering obligations 
when they make this and that proposal 
for increases on the itemised matters pre- 
sented to the House. If we take the 
Estimates and our financial proposals in 
detail, we can very easily justify icre- 
ments; and what we have to do is to have 
regard to the totality .of our obligations, 
which I may tell the House are very con- 
siderable at the present moment. I hope 
honorable members will accept this little 
- Bill, so that we may pay moneys into this 
“Trust Fund for war pensions, just as we 
have done in the case of the old-age and 
- Invalid pensions. 
Mr. TUBOR (Yarra) [6.15] \—As the 
Acting Treasurer (Sir Joseph: Cook) has 
_ said, the Bill provides for the creation of 
a Trust Fund, out of which war pensions 
may be paid similar to the Trust Fund 
which was established for the administra- 
tion of the invalid and old-age pensions 
legislation. The Trust Fund for invalid 
and old-age pensions has been in existence 
for a number of years. ~ It was created 
originally to prevent :the surplus revenue 
of the Commonwealth over and above the 
statutory per-capita payment to the 
States going into the State Treasuries. I 
understand that the sum. of £10,000,000. 
ds fixed, so that it will not be necessary 
to approach Parliament every year for a, 
vote for war pensions. _ It’ also obviates 
“the necessity of putting an item for war 
pensions in the Supply Bills. Some years 
‘ago an occasion arose when, late in June, 
it was discovered that unless Parliament 
immediately passed a Bill authorizing 
@ certain appropriation, the State 
‘Treasurers would receive a large sum 
which they did not expect to get, and 


which the Commonwealth did not. ee to. 


give them. 

Mr. PROWSE. ey howe ‘that the Coon 
.monwealth,, will not seek to reduce the 
per-capita payment to the States. 

Mr. TUDOR.—That. is another “mat- 
ter; but I would remark incidentally that. 
- to- day the demands on the Common- 


wealth Government are much greater than — 


they were when the per-capita payment 
was fixed ae 25s); di. do. not see that 
there is the same need for a ‘Surplus — 
Revenue Trust Fund in the case, of war 
, Pensions that there was in the case of the 





: Appropriation Bill. 
other pensions. 


out of revenue. 
Sir JosepnH Cook. nd, ek is Lge need 


DL Aes 


for a Trust Fund—that you cannot esti- 


mate accurately in preparing a Budget 
what the requirements of the year Mic 
be. 

Mr. TUDOR.—But it will be pose 


to make more accurate estimates atte 


next year. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—There will always 
be disturbing factors. The ar 
may decrease. 


Mr. TUDOR.—And: it may inoue 
a pensioner 


When a soldier who is 
marries, he adds his wife to the pension 
list.. | 
those who went away were single mem. 


Mr. Ritey.—But as children grow up, | : 


the pension expenditure will decrease. 


Mr TUDOR Other: childien willie 


born who will take the places of those ; ve | 


who have got beyond the pension age, 

Sir JosepH Coox.—On the other hand, 
a certain number of pensioners will re 
cover their health and strength. 

Mr. 
will decrease by the death of the soldiers 
to whom they have been awarded, and 
by the children of pensioners reaching 
the adage of sixteen years, and, as the 


_Minister says, some of the pensioners— 


I, hope a great many of them—will get — 


better. I hope this, not for the sake of 
the saving in pension expenditure, but 
for the sake of the men themselves, 


their families. On the other hand, 


children are born to pensioners, the pen- 


sion expenditure will increase. I thin? 


however, that our pension scheme is on 


a better footing than that of the United 
States of America, where, forty years 


after the Civil War there, the pensioners 


outnumbered those who had actually 
fought. I am glad it will not be neces- 
sary to provide in Supply Pills for sol- 
diers’ pensions, 
should be able to say to an Opposition, 


“Unless you pass this Bill, our war at ne 


sioners will not get their money.’ 
Theré is sath es matter to 
wish to draw attention. 


Herald on the 8th of last month—. 


CLOSING ARMY HOSPITALS, 
QUESTION oF Economy. 


Only mental and tubercular cases arey in i" 
future, to be dealt with at No. 16 Australian : 
Otherwise the — 
The aeute mental 


General Hospital, Macleod. 
hospital is to be closed. 


The: vane is to be paid i 
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I believe that about 87 per cent. of 


TUDOR.—The pension payments a 


AN ie 









because no Government 


which ide) 
The following — 
paragraph appeared in the Melbourne eh 


at y i 











| ‘ei. 





Pak will be transferred eventually to ins 
State asylums for the insane. 

I would like to see the word “ hospitala® 
used instead of “ asylums.” I object to 
‘the use of the word “ asylums” in regard 
to the sheltering of soldiers or any others. 


' The Base Hospital, St. Kilda-road, is being . 


‘used for out-patients exclusively, and in- 
patients are received at the Caulfield ee 
Hospital. 

_. A scheme_is on foot which will provide or 
the closing of all military hospitals in a few 
months. It is proposed that the Repatriation 


_ Department shall accept the responsibility of | 
- earing for the patients after they have’ been 
discharged 


from the Australian Imperial 
'Force. Should this proposal be adopted by 
the Cabinet, the patients, as civilians, will 
enter ordinary public hospitals, their mainten- 
ance to be a charge upon the Repatriation De- 
partment. The distribution of the patients 
among public hospitals would result in a con- 
siderable saving, and men could be attended 
to in their own districts, and, therefore, be in 
close touch with relatives. 


I take no exception to the Pa AS ae 


there referred to, but I do object to what 


I understand is being done at the Austin 


Hospital, where, I am informed, forty 
_ ervilian patients have been turned out 
of the Kronheimer wing and fiftysix re- 
turned soldiers put in “their place. On 
this subject the tO EDE: letter has been 
' sent to me:— 


In reference to a scheme beds: on foot to . 


close military hospitals in a few months, and 
a proposal to absorb the patients in the ordi- 
nary way as civilians in public hospitals, such 
patients to be a charge on the Repatriation 
Department,’ and such scheme to. depend .on 
adoption by the Federal Government, I beg to 
inform you, and incidentally the public, and 
also the Federal Government, that the scheme 
referred to has taken very deanite shape, /and 
has been on foot for the last four months. 
At the Austin Hospital on the day (8th April) 
the paragraph appeared in the Herald an- 
nouncing the proposal, the whole of a large 
ward containing forty beds in the Kronheimer 


wing for consumptives in this hospital was. 


handed over by the Committee to the Repatria- 


tion Department, we presume at so much per 
head, 


It must be very distressing to soldiers, 
even though their cases may: be incur- 
abie, to be sent to a place like the Austin 
Hospital. Furthermore, a wrong is done 
to the civilian tubercular sufferers in the 
State when they are prevented from 
going to the Austin Hospital because the 
accommodation there has been taken for 
soldier patients. Some honorable mem- 
_ bers know how difficult it is to get patients 
into that hospital. 
to wait for months, 
Be Ls Tudor. A 


i 4 f bel Fi 


and even years, to 


j 





_ been withdrawn from the use of the general ; 


I have known persons 





get in. “The: ae a hich T eiteg + wil ue 
increase the difficulty of getting a. bed. iN 
the hospital, mae 
Sir Rosert Best Soy hiat. has become ik 
of the forty civilian | ‘patients who have — 
been turned out of the hospital? 


Mr. TUDOR.—They have had ‘to ae 
shift for themselves. are 
Sir Josern Coox.—Does the honorable 
member say that the Department com- 

pelled civilian patients to leave the Austin’ 
Hospital ? 
Mr. TUDOR.—No; 


? 


aeitaee the De- ae 


fence Department nor the Repetiaty vi 


Department. Hn 
Sir JosepH Coox.—I Matis that, ans 
most cases a man who feels that his plight 
is hopeless wishes to return home. oe 
Mr. TUDOR.—Soldiers who have be- eae 
come tubercular by reason of war service, 
either abroad or in Australia, should ree 
celve the best possible treatment. he ae 
‘Mr. Grecory.—Why not take the mat- cre 
ter out of the hands of the Defence De- 
partment, and give it to the Repatria- 
tion Department? Re 
Mr. TUDOR.—I would not object too 
that. But consumptive civilian patients 
should not be turned out of a public hos- 
pital to make room for soldier ea ie ‘ 






















Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 8 p.m. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The letter dealing with 
the removal of patients from the Austin 
Home for Incurables continues — 


Patients already occupying such ward were. 
transferred to other wards of the hospital, some 
to a ward admittedly insanitary for consump-- 
tives. While recognising the soldier’s claim to 
every consideration, I would ask if this is fair 
to the general public, some of whom have been 
a long time inmates of the Kronheimer wing? 
Also, it appears that applications for beds here 
from the public have been held up for some 
time, and some patients received here as in- 
curable have been discharged to take _ their 
chance. It will be seen that forty ‘beds hay . 


public, some of which. are vacant at Ws fete: 


I can understand half-a-dozen patients, in 
a country district. being treated in a local 
hospital, but JI cannot understand why 
in the metropolis there 1s any occasion 
for ewe Pepe ch an or the Re- ee 





bh: Ga onenae ye anton: to ‘the case 
of one man who has been sent out of the 
Austin Home for Incurables. It is not 
simply .a case of transferring from on 
part of an Mees pitt to another. . 
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Wi ri 29th eran last this man’s father re-, 


ceived the following letter : — 
I am directed to inform you that as your 


son Charlie has improved in health, and is, con- 


sequently, no longer in need of our care and 
treatment, it will “be necessary that you remove 
him from this hospital by not later than Wed- 


fai nesday next, the 31st inst. 


Ls 


Asking your immediate attention— 


oe was given two days in which to re-| 
move his son. 
to the Sanatorium Branch and Tuber- — 


The latter was then sent 


e -culosis. Bureau, 440 Lonsdale-street, and 


the following ‘letter was forwarded by, 
_ that institute to the medical” 
_ tendent, Melbourne Public Hospital : 


‘The bearer, Bertie Knight, of 20 Dorcas- 


_ street, South Melbourne, having applied for ad- 
Mission to a sanatorium, is, in accordance with 


’ arrangements made with the Committee, re-. 
_ ferred to you for clinical examination, and re- 


port on the prescribed form, — } 


Benlatap 


im According to the clinical examination, 
One this 


young man was. suffering from 
“cough with profuse expectoration, night 


_ sweats, and emaciation for five years. 


_ In giving the history of the illness it 
_ Says— 


Now very wasted. Signs in both lungs. 


The chart on the clinical. report bears the 
~ words 
and cavity’ 


‘“dullness, amphoric ‘rales, &c., 
on the right lung, and 
“scattered rales ’’ on the left lung. It is 


Ls signed by Dr. Stewart. 


_ dir? 2 


Mr. Ritey.—Was he a returned. sol- 


Mr. TUDOR.—No; bat he was turned 


out of the Austin Hospital to make room 
for a returned soldier, and.I believe that 
_ what applies in Victoria also applies in 


New South Wales, 


because Mr. Kelly, 


formerly honorable member for Went- 


‘ - worth, pointed out in the House that 


© @abercular cases were being sent from the 


_ Randwick Hospital to some other estab- 
_ lishment. 
the best possible treatment, 
cannot give it to them in our own hos-. 


We ought to give our soldiers 
and if we 


pitals we ought not to send them to in- 


_ stitutions where it is necessary to turn 


out other patients in order to find room 


i for them. TI know that the. Committee of 


Ee the Austin Hospital for Incurables do not 
take in a patient unless the case is abso- 









lutely incurable. Furthermore, it is bad 


for our soldiers to be placed in an insti- 
tution where there are such distressing 
_ circumstances. 
_ the Defence Department or the Repatria- 
_ tion Department to establish their own 
‘ homes for tubercular cases, or at least 


It would be better for 


superin- © 


they shone send them to institutions © 
where there is room for them. They 
ought not to be sent into a home where 
other patients are obliged to vacate their 
beds in order to provide room for them. 
In any case, I would not 
of sending them to the Austin 
Home for Incurables if it could be ~ 
avoided. I hope that every effort will be 


made to fight this dread disease with 


which some of our returned men are 
infected. We have a better chance of 
doing so in this country, where we lead 
the open-air life more than people in 
other countries do. I trust that the 
Minister will take notice of this case. 


IT have availed myself of this opportunity ey 


to ventilate a matter that requires to be © 
looked into. Even hespital committees _ 
sometimes make mistakes, and it is neces- 
sary that this matter should be investi- — 
gated, in order that justice may be done, 
not only to the Nokia, but to the general . 
public. . 
Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) 
[8.11].—I am very glad that the Leader — 
of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) has ~ 
brought this matter. under the notice of — 
the Acting Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook), 
and I hope the right honorable gentle- 
man will have regard to his statements. 


I know intimately the gentlemen who _ 


have the management of the Austin 
Hospital. They are among our most — 
worthy citizens, and devote themselves 
with the utmost enthusiasm to the some- 
what painful duties that have to be dis- 
charged in connexion with the institution. 
The hospital necessarily commands ‘the 
sympathy of all, by reason of the diseases 
that are treated.in it. It is difficult to 
believe, as one might infer from what 
has been said, that a suggestion has been 
made by the. Repatriation Department 
that inmates of the hospital should be 
turned out to make room for returned 
soldiers. According to the Leader of the 
Opposition, however, some forty pat‘ents 
have received notice to leave the hospital. 
The fact that they were there is sufficent 
to show that they were fit inmates of 
such an institution, and it could not have 
been thought for one moment that the 
diseases from which they were suffering 
would be so readily cured as to permit 
of their being sent away in such numbers. 
I should like. however, to hear what the 
managing committee of the hospital have 
to say. They certainly would not he 


capable of consciously doing wrong, and : ; 


(1813 


approve | 
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if they have mri dentekcon to find room foe tates ithe dace resid at, the fund ide 


yeturned soldiers suffering from various 
diseases, there must have been some 
‘reason for their action. I would urge 
that our clear duty is to make the most 
«ple provision in some of our military 
hospitals for the effective treatment of 
returned soldiers suffering from tuber- 
culosis. I agres with the Leader of the 
- Opposition that admissicn to the Aust 
Hospital would in itself have a most 
depressing influence on a 
. These soldiers, who have .come back 
suffering from tuberculosis, or who have 
since developed the disease. 
most careful treatment under the —most 
exhilarating conditions. Our returned 
men. themselves would be 
‘desire that poor unfortunates suffering 
as they do should be ejected from the 
Austin Hospital to make room for them. 
But since it has been stated that men 
‘have had to be turned out of. that 
hospital to make room for returned sol- 
diers, it is our clear duty to see that 
ample provision is made in our own mili- 
tary hospitals so that such a dire 
calamity maybe avoided. I again say 
that, from my knowledge of the managers 
of the hospital, I am sure they would 
not conscicusly do wrong. 
must be capable of some explanation; 
but if the facts are as have besn stated, 
the remedy is obvious. 
. As regards the Bill itself, no one can 
take exception to at, dt Jas. for. vits 
object. the creation of a Trust Fund, and 


in passing it we shall simply follow a 
precedent which the. House has adopted 


on other occasions. It is. unrecessary to 
emphasize the original objective of the 
formation of these Trust: Funds. 

Mr. Tuvor.—I have stated eg Oe 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—I did not know 
that the honorable member had done so, 
and I do not want to emphasize it. . 

_ Mr. Tupor.—We have a right to our 
own money over and above the per capita 

payment of 25s. to the States.. 
_ Sir ROBERT BEST.—We have, and 
it-is certainly proper that this money 
should be applied to one of the splendid 
philanthropic works undertaken by the 
Commonwealth Government. It is a 
national work, and we rejoice that we 
are able to give some substantial re'ief 
and comfort to these men. _I am sure 
we shall all readily acknowledge’ that the 
_ creation of this Trust Fund is thoroughly 
! justifiable, and since the rays will facili- 


‘ 


patient. 


require the’ 


the last to 


The matter — 






_[REPRESENTATIVES, Y ae ation 


~ 


being once injured are not hls to resist 


of mine faded away an that- hospita: 


ep eo of the con contends 


there,is no hope. - 


‘soldiers suffering from various 
‘I dare say that the development of tuber- 


children through a plate of glass. because 


can cordially approve of ac 
‘I emphasize once more the sole) hab! % 


[ am desirous; with the Leader of the 


‘Opposition, that there shall be an inquiry 


‘into the facts he has brought before the - 


House, and I am sure the Minister will 
see that no injustice is done to the unfor- —— 
tunates who are suffering by reason of 
what has taken place. : 4 
Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [8. 18]. aa 
I thank my Leader (Mr. Tudor) for 
having brought before -the House the 
proposal in regard to the Austin Hospital 
for Incurables, and J desire also to 
express my appreciation of what has just 
been said by the honorable member for 
Kooyeng (Sir Robert Be:t). Iam confi, 


dent that an error has’ been committed, Bs 


either by the Defence Department or one “| 
of its branches. If there is one insti- 
tution over the entrance to which Dante’s _ 
Ime, ‘‘ All hope abandon ye who oe a 
here,’ may be fitly written, it is 
the inate Hospital for ea 
No one enters that hospital who 1% _ 
not absolutely incurable. It would 
be most unwise to send our ‘soldiers aS 
to an institution which they know is pet 
apart for patients for whose recovery _ 
T cannot understand _ 
the Defence Department taking ‘the 
action that, has been described by the a 
Leader of the Opposition, and IT am sure 
the Government will not indorge it. = 
‘I do not wish to delay the passing of 
this Bill, but I wish to make a suggestion — 
im regard to .the treatment of returned 
diseases. 











culosis has followed in most cases the 
‘gassing’ of thesa men. ©The lungs 


a combined attack of the germs. - The | 
case to which the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition has referred is a clear one. ‘Dr. 


Stewart was asked by the Health Depart- Hie 


ment to examine a patient, and his report 
shows that that patient should “not mix | 
with the general public, since ‘he would — 

possibly spread disease. I have been dm > 
the Austin Hospital. and have’ seen a ~ 
dying man kissed by his wife . cand — 









of the fear of infection. A dear friend 
happy to be there, because he -felt that 
if he were at home he would possibly : 
carry contagion to his wife and children. 
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Sugar Parehase [6 Mar, 


“over. a andl of years; and. 1 tenor that a. 


« Geuaht larger proportion of the inmates 
are satisfied to be there than was the 
rule some years ago. In former years, 
if a patient knew that he was dying, he 
wanted to return to his home, but the 
people have now been taught to realize 
i ahat by remaining in the hospital they 
-are reducing the risk of the spread of 
“the disease to their friends. If necessary, 


~ we ought to build a new hospital in a 


- eulosis. 


| » Dr. MALONEY._Yes. 





healthy district for the treatment of 


returned soldiers suffering from tuber- 
It should be our duty to provide 
them with all the amusements we can. 
Mr. Jowxztr.—And locate prem 
country districts. re 

The whole of 


the beautiful Riviera of the Mediter- 


- yanean is impregnated with tubercular 


germs, because proper precautions were 
not taken at the proper time. All of that 
tsk sweep of the Mediterranean is: a 
~ hot-bed of tubercular germs, and instead 
of being a desirable health resort, those 


4 going there have to protect “themselves 


against the ravages of that terrible 
disease. These unfortunate men have 
T peceds a short time to live, and surely to 
~ God we should give them everything in 
our power, Every honorable member of. 
| thie Chamber must know that if the. 


, ‘spirit of a patient is depressed he is rob- 


bed. of his fighting qualities, and we do 


“not desire to do that to the men who have. 


Bias) their duty. It is the responsibility 
of the Government to see that they are 
- properly cared for, and surely every mem- 
ber of this Chamber will support the Go- 
_-vernment in such a way that those unfor- 
tunate individuals will be able to end 


‘ L sieats days as. cael and as ey 
as possible. ae 


— Question: resolved in fe fits tive. 


Bill read a second time, and passed 
- through its ‘Temaining se Sig without 
Meats creas al ; 


sree B pertust BILd, 1945-16. 


In Committee Considerar of Gover-. 
. the 


nor-General’s message) : 

Motion’ by, Sir Josnrn Goox) oa 
posed 8% 

That it is expedient that an auetopiation 


of revenue be made for the purposes of a Bill 
for an Act to amend the secu Purchase Act 


ai 1915-1917, 


en Yi; tthe perce ‘ 


tad 


in 


, ‘ i$ 7 
Fix 5 i 


2) _ Bill 1915-16. 






’ Mr. 
‘Minister for the Navy (Sir Joseph ee, 
‘has courteously supplied me with an ad-~ 
vance copy of the Bill, the provisions. of 
which I am not allowed to discuss at this 
juncture. I understand, however, 


TUDOR (Yarra) [8. pe: | 


that 
the original measure provided for an 


. overdraft of £500,900 to meet.the position — : 


which arose in corsequence of the short- 
age of the sugar crop in Queensland, and 
the necessity of purchasing supplies over- 
seas, and that the proposal is to increase 
the amount to £1,000,000. I was glad to 
receive answers to questions I submitted 
to the Minister for Trade and Customs 
(Ma. Greene)—who I-regret is absent on 
account of ill-health—to the effect that 
70,100 tons of sugar, purchased in Java 


and Fiji, was landed‘ in Australia at a 


‘cost of less than 3d. per lb. There could 
not have been a loss on account of: those - 
purchases. 

Mr. Jacxson.—-Where was that for? 


Mr. TUDOR.—I have not the answers 
to my questions before me, as I did not 


anticipate the introduction of this mea- 
sure at this juncture, but the information 
is already in Han sard. From the answers 
given by the Minister for Trade and_ 
Customs, honorable. members will see that 
66,000 tons was purchased at £21 per ton, 


and that the freight on two consignments. 
was, in once case, 34s. per ton, and in the — 
other slightly less, whilst the difference — 
6d. percent, and . 


in. exchange was 12s. 
15 per cent. respectively. The freight, 
insurance, and exchange on the whole con- 
signment ‘worked out at less than £3. per 
ton; and all the costs incurred did not 
amount to more than 3d. per lb. landed _ 
in Australia. 


Mr. Ritey.-—How. long is- it since the | 


sugar was purchased? 

Mr. 'FUDOR.—Between ane et oe 
July of last year and the 29th Fetenarn 
ef this: year. 

Mr. Rrowarn- Fosrur. The ant 
February last year. 

Mr, TUDOR.—No; between the bol 
ginning of July and the 29th of February 
ei this year. I do not-intend to debate 
general question at this 
if. there).i@ tor be) van: 
tional overdraft, I suppose we 
~ have to honour § it. 
Minister has stated that this amount will 


as. 


~but addi- 


be sufficient to see ns through, but in my 
should have been — 


opinion less money 


stage, — 


shall 
I. believe the. 


besten 


4 


poe 


" 
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required. By the time the Bill comes on 
Yor discussion I will have had an oppor- 
tunity of looking up my questions, and 
the answers of the Minister for Trade and 
Customs, and will then be able to verify 
the figures 1 have already given. 
Pricey resolved in the affirmative. 
Resolution reported. 
“Standing orders suspended; Fenoltitnons 
etouied, | 
© Ordered— 


That Sir Joseph Cook “id Mr. Laird Smith 


do prepare and bring m a. Bill to. carry out 


the foregoing resolution. 


Bill presented by Sir Josep Coox and 
read a first time. 


Srconp. Reapina 


Sir JOSEPH COOK ( Parramatta—Min- 


ister for the Navy and Acting Trea- 


surer) [8.31]—I move— 


That the Bill be now read a second time. 


I hope that the House will not raise upon 
this Bill the general question of sugar 
production, and particularly of sugar 
prices. I respectfully suggest that such 
a. discussion would be out of place on a 
Bill of this kind. This measure has to 
do with only one phase of the sugar ques- 
tion, namely, the purchase of, and pay- 
ment for, sugar imported from abroad. 
The retail price of sugar is another ques- 
tion to be discussed on some other occa- 
sion if honorable members feel so dis- 
posed. All we have to deal with to-night 
is the question of making the overdraft 
sufficient to enable us to pay for the 
sugar which unfortunately we are obliged 
to import. I hope that the time will 
- 300n come when there will be no need to 
import sugar. With all our tropical 
country so full of latent possibilities of 
production, the time ought to come soon 
when we shall be able to at least feed 
ourselves in respect of sugar. I .hope 
that the agreement made resently will 
stimulate sugar production, and so enable 
us: to vbviate the necessity for making 
these importations from time to time in 
order to eke out the local production. The 
principal Act provides that sugar, when 
purchased from abroad, shall be paid for 
by the Commonwealth Bank, which in 
turn is. guaranteed by ‘the. Treasurer. 
But the limit of the overdraft for that 
purpose has been statutorily fixed at 
£500,000, 


[REPRESENTATIVES j a 


date this deficit. 


I think it is a healthy rule. 
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thavt there ty bul ae a adiation® olased” yi 
upon these overdrafts, because that is — 
one way in which the House may control © - 


the financing of these undertakings. But 
this year we find that, owing to the tre- — 
mendous increase in the price of sugar, 


and the larger quantity we are obliged to ne 


import, the £500,000 will not nearly cover 


the overdraft that is required to pay for — 


it. Owing to the world’s price of sugar 


having reached an abnormally high level 


—we were required to pay, I think, £90 
per tor for some of the sugar wé bought— eget 
our 1mportations are estimated to leave us 
with a shortage of £718,000. There is | 
also the serious question of recondition- 
ing the sugar that was spoilt by the 
eyclone, which worked such tremendous 
devastation in North Queensland in 
1918. That sugar is now being cleared 
up, and it is expected that the recon- 
ditioning of it will involve a further — 
amount of £220,000, so that we have an 
estimated deficit on the sugar business 


for the year of no less a sum than 
£938,000. 
Mr. McWi1i1aMs.—N ot very much oF 


when you say it quickly. 
Sir’ JOSEPH COOK. The 
position is very unfortunate. 3 
Mr. Tupor.—Next year we shall be ou 
velvet if we are paying 34d. for sugar a 
and selling it at 6d. per lb. ho 
» Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We hope. that a 
the price fixed for sugar will leave us 
with a small margin with which to liqui- _ 
I take it that those oar 
who use sugar sHoutt pay the full cost of ike 
ep oe 


whole 


Mr. Rirzy—The Government date 
think that before when they were supply- 
ing the jam manufacturers at a low ee ve 
and losing money on the deal. a 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have. A ae 
suggested that that question does not 
arise on this Bill. The amount of money 
I am now asking the House to grant me 
leave to use for this purpose will all be 
repaid out of the money that is paid for 
the sugar when it is sold. I ask the 
House to agree to the Bill, which pro- 
poses to amend the original Act by in- — if 
creasing the statutory overdraft from 
£500,000 to £1,000,000.. I. regret the nee le 
cessity for having to ask the House to do 
this. % 

Mr. Rrowarp Fos —That will | be 
the statutory limit? — : 
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Sir JOSEPH COOK. es. 
we shall not require to use. all of it, but 
the amount we shall require will be near 


_ enough to the limit to warrant me in ask- 


ing the House to grant | me this extra 
£500,000. | 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [8.38]. 
—The Government are adopting the 
_ proper course in introducing this Bill. 
It is better and safer finance to bring in 
Bills so that we may deal properly with 
these amounts, and the House may know 


_. exactly where we stand, rather than to 


- surer’s advance. 


its own people. 


pay for them out of petty cash in the 
form of disbursements from the Trea- 
I do not wish to raise 
the question of sugar prices now; indeed, 
it is useless to do so. We have made an 
agreement, and so far as I can see, with 
the world’s market so heavily against Us, 
we are getting our sugar at a much: 
"cheaper price than obtains in any other 
_ part of the world. With that knowledge in 
front of us we have to make the best “of a 
bad bargain. For it is a bad bargain, 
inasmuch as the time is rotten ripe for 
taking steps to insure that Australia 
shall produce at least enough sugar for 
I have said to some 
sugar-growing friends of mine that if the 
Commonwealth is prepared to give them 
what is equivalent to a 50 per cent. pro- 
tective duty in normal times we have a 
right to expect that they, on their part, 
shall see that Australia obtains sufficient 


sugar to supply local requirements. I 





know. that the circumstances are unfor- 
tunate. - Just when the world’s market, 
was so terribly against us, the northern 
parts of Queensland were ‘visited by one 
of those cyclonic disasters which it is im- 
possible to foresee. I want the Govern- 
ment now to— give the House a distinct 
‘pledge that there is no hindrance in the 
way—the new agreement having been 
made—of the extension of cultivation and 
the development of the sugar industry. 
I have tried to get all the information I 
could on this subject; and I ‘am con- 
vinced, from what I have gleaned first- 
hand, ‘that it was nothing less than 
calamitous to this country, and to the 
sugar industry, that there was inserted 
in the old agreement the clause which 
prevented any extension of the area 
under cane while the agreement was in 
operation, — The proper course has been 
ae hs in the introduction of this Bill. 


eee Max, 1920. ae 


I tons | 


ing the area. 
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We have made ‘the agreement, and, as , ; ; 


some of us foresaw, more money has now 


to be voted to get us out of the trouble 
We have to pass this 
money, because the new agreement has 
been made, and undoubtedly the proper 
course is to do it by a Bill rather than 
‘by drawing on the Treasurer’s Advance. 
I want the House to receive an assurance __ 
that. the Government, on their part, are 
doing everything they possibly can to see 


that we are in. 


that the sugar industry is encouraged, 


and to tell the growers of sugar plainly be 


that we expect them to: see us through — 
the trouble, so far as they can. Canes 

Mr. Riuzy. +—They will do that; they | 
are on a good wicket. ha 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I hope they sho 
are. I hope that every primary industry 
in Australia will be on a good wicket, — 
and get fair and reasonable prices. My  . 
complaint has always been that it is nob 
the sugar-grower that has taken advan- 
tage of the conditions, but I do not wish 
to go into that matter now. I should 
like an assurance from the Government 
that the clause in the previous agreement 
is absolutely void. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—lIt is void. It 
has terminated. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I want that as- 


surance from the Government, and the 


further assurance that they will get im- 
mediately into touch with those who are 
representative of that great industry and 
see if some steps cannot be taken to pre- 
vent Australia being at the mercy of the 
sugar market, as it is to-day: As far as 
IT can see, no ‘great desire has been shown 
to extend the operations of the industry, 
My information is that very little plant- 
ing has been done in the way of increas- 
For the twenty years of 
Feéderation, we have only once had any- 
thing like a material carry-over, and for 
eighteen years out of the twenty we have 
had to import to make up the deficiency. 


We have, therefore, every right to expect ci 


that for the future Australia will be sup- 
plied from its own plantations with at 
least enough sugar for its own require- 
ments. 
in charge of the business (Sir Joseph 


Cook) to see that steps are immediately _ 
taken to place the industry in: such anne 


position that we shall secure in Australia, 


from our own plantations, enough sugar 


to carry us through the difficulty. of 
Mr. Gieson.—The Victorian Govern- 


ment are carrying beet from any part of 


I urge the Minister who is now — f 
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“Victoria. to Maffra at. 2s. 
paying the difference. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.— Whatever steps: 
of that kind are taken, the fact. remains: 
that, so far as my reading goes, it is im- 
possible for any one to forecast the con- 
dition of the sugar market this. time next. 
year, or this time two years hence. We 
all believe that there will be a consider- 
able reduction in the price, but it is im- 
possible to say whether it. will come down 
to anything like normal, I therefore 
urge the Government, in conclusion, to 
go into the matter immediately, and see: 
that steps are taken to enable Australia 


6d. a ton, and. 


to obtain from its own plantations suff-* 


- cient sugar to meet local requirements. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [8.46 |.— 
T am. — surprised at the Government. 
wanting power to borrow another 
£500, 000 to make up the shortage, be- 
cause, while they were: losing £20,000 a 
day on the purchase of sugar, and sup- 
plying’ sugar at the then standard price,. 
40° per cent. of it was going to the jam 
factories. Had the Government done 
their duty im conserving the funds of the: 
Commonwealth, they would have stepped: 
supplying sugar to the jam manufac- 
turers at those rates, seeing that: the 
manufacturers sent their products abroad 
at high prices, and obtained. a rebate. as. 
well. 
Mr. Friemrne.—Would the honorable. 
jt let. all the fruit go. bad ? 

r 
better to pay/the fruit-growers compensa- 
tion than to pay the extra. cost. for sugar. 
It. was not. very nice for the people of this 
country to see: the Commonwealth. losing 
£20,000 a day to keep sugar down to a 
normal price while, at the same time,. 
wealthy | manufacturers were getting 40 
‘per cent. of it to use in the making of 
jams and preserved fruits to send abroad, 
and not. bringing down their loeal prices. 
That was a very nice arrangement, but 
the public had to pay for it, and, conse- 

quently, the Government have to borrow 
another half million pounds: to make. up: 
the deficiency. The Leader of the 
Country party (Mr. McWilliams) | has 
nothing to say about that. He comes 
from a State which has obtained nearly 
all the benefit. Jones and Company, a 
large firm of millionaire jam. manufac- 
turers, are located: in. Tasmania, and they 
have been making huge profits out of the 
arrangement. As I am reminded, the 
principal of that. firm is the chief. sup- 


over. £5. 


RILEY .—It. would have been 





Ane of hs | honorable ate for 
Denison . (Mr. Laird Smith). 


Mr, Larrp Surrey. —Be fair. 


ton more for sugar in ‘Tasmania. 


Mr, RILEY.—The honorable poe 
for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) sits down 


For a i . 
considerable time we were paying 30s. a » 





with the pious hope that we shall be able — i 


to produce enough sugar in’ this. country 
to supply our own requirements. Of 
course we shall. The honorable member 
represents: thie: Country: party, and I am _ 
pleased to know that there are a few mem- 
bers of that party here. I would like’ 


them to study the return per acre from ~ 


various ereps, as given by Knibbs. From 


an acre) of maize, the return is a little 


Taking maize, potatoes, hay, 
&c., it is found. that the ‘total production — 
of those. commodities. throughout the whole — 


Commonwealth averages a little over £5 


or £6 per acre, and the work is hard. 


But what does the bonus that. we are give | Mt 2 


ing for the production of sugar mean? 
The growers can get. 2 tons of sugar off — 


duce: 2 tons of sugar. We are giving 
them about £30 a ton for sugar, which _ 
means that they are receiving a return» 
of about £60 an acre off the land under 
cane. Are any other farmers in Aus- — 
traha obtaining’ such results ? : 


ree ly Se v 


an acre, because 20 tons of cane will pron i 


Mr. Srewarr.—The production, of cane 


costs more. 


Mr. RILEY .—It. costs more to. work 


an acre of potatoes than it does to. work 
Potatoes have to be — 


an acre of cane. 
planted, dug, and handled, with one crop, — 
whereas there are three crops from one 


setting of cane, and the second and. thir 1 : 


are better than the first. Sugar cane- — 


growing is the more mains for of oe 
production. 


Mr. Srewart.— We wall. all give up our 
farms and grow cane! 

Mr, RILEY.—It would be found] pros 
fitable to do so. 
making up all the fase the Colonia Sugar 
Refining Company, which some of my 


friends opposite so strenuously support, 
- has: made*a profit of over £1,000,000 in — 


the last three years; and those profits are 

Sir Ricnarp Fosrar.—That company 
eannot make anything like the pron: 
that are made on wool-tops. | es 


Mr. RILEY. “Phat is no engument, I : 


mereased under the agreement. 
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"growers it Nebel be at ee oe 
but they are made out of the people of 
this country, whom we are here to repre- 


sent and protect, and to whom, unless we — 


do represent and protect them; we are 
not doing our duty. 


- All this is only a portion of what ais 
be said about sugar production. I can 
see that the honorable member for Wide 
Bay (Mr. Corser) is ready to jump up 
and say a few words for the Colonial 


Sugar Refining Company; but I repre- 


sent the consumer, the poor people. who 
have to pay double the (price they paid 
before the last election. The price was 
ee down fo 3d. per Ib. before the elec- 
‘tions, notwithstanding the fact that there 


was a loss of £20, 000. a day. That loss, 


however, was kept secret, and we saw 
how, after the elections, up ‘went ie price 
of sugar to over 6d. 


The Minister for the Navy (Sir Joseph 


| ~ Cook) tells us that this is only a “little” 


Bill, which he hopes honorable members 


‘will not disenss; but he cannot expect the 


- House to. accept the position quietly. LE 
_ everybody got.as good a return as is ob- 
tained from sugar we should all be 
wealthy in a few years, but we are paying 


_ too much for sugar at the present time, 
_ and too much is done for the Colonial 


Medial Refining Company. 
Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) ‘8. 55].—L 
rise only to put honorable members right 


“an regard to some misstatements that have 
been made, though, I believe, not wilfully, — 


and to let the people who read Hansard 
now. that there is something to be said 
on the other side. In the first. place, I 
understand that this money is provided 
to pay for sugar that it is absolutely 


necessary. to import m order to keep up 


the supply. This extra £500,000 is re- 
quired because the great droughts there 
have been in~Queensland for two years 


past have kept back the crops, the har- ° 


vesting of which should have commenced 
at the end of this month or the beginning 
of next, but will be now delayed probably 
hit August; to fill up the gap, sugar must 
be imported from somewhere. This posi- 


tion was not anticipated by the Govern- — 


ment, who, at this late hour, have to buy 
sugar from overseas. 

I should like to correct the statement 
which fell from the honorable member 
‘state- 


Y ; 


Co Mas, 1920. a 


cause of the clause he spoke. of. 
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ment which I am sure he would not have > 


made unless he had been misinformed. 
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He said that the difficulties we have © f 


laboured under in Queensland .in the 
sugar industry are on account of some 
action by the Government in stopping the 
production of cane and the construction ae 
sugar machinery there. 


that statement, 

Mr. Tupor.—Why put it in the agree 
ment ? 

Mr. CORSER.—I will tell you. Ahern 


the notorious Dickson award a large num- 


‘ber of farmers decided that it would not 


I can assure hon- — i 
orable members that there is note in ‘ 





pay them to cut their cane under ioe 
award, and they did not cut it until the 


next season, when alterations had been — 


made in the award., 
fore, two crops, 


There were, there- 
or a large area, mean-. 


ing at least 50 per cent. more cane — 


cut that year than there would have — 


been but for the stoppage in the 
year before. This brought about a 
surplus, and the Government thought — 


that this surplus would continue. I ex- 
plained the reason for the surplus, and 


‘pointed out that we would very likely 


have a deficit in the following year, as, 
indeed, there was. Then there came a 
drought, and also cyclones, which de- 


stroyed a tremendous amount of cane. — 
The result is that, 


instead of the antici- 
pated surplus this year, we have a big 


deficit, which has to be made up from — 


overseas. 


Is. per Ib. instead of 6d. now charged 
retail in Australia. 


Tt is not a fact that the Qucenelanel | 


erower makes more profit than ‘the 
grower of any other produce. It is clearly 
shown in the report of the recent Royal 
Commission that 80 per cent. of the price 
of raw sugar is represented by wages. 


Another misleading statement is that the 


Sugar cannot be imported now 
at less than £100 per ton, which means 


£1,000,000 of profit made by the Colo- 


nial. Sugar Refining Company is obtained 
from the people of Australia. 
ter of fact, the profit. is made in Fiji, 
where black labour is employed ; it is not 


As a mat-— 


} , 


made out of the people of Australia, in- — 


asmuch as the Government have con 


trolled the price paid to the company for 
refining and distributing. 


Further, I wish to let the ona ) 


member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) — 
know that no growers ceased ervey 


cane, or ceased erecting machinery, be- | 


te 





‘That : 


/ 
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es had ‘been in existence only Thoet 


two months when I brought the absurdity 
of,it to the notice of the House, and 
asked the Government to withdraw it. 
The answer was at once given by the Go- 
vernment that if there was 
made for permission to construct 
mills consent would not be withheld. 


Mr. Tupor.—That was last September ? 
~ Mr. 


the agreement came into force. The 
Government informed me _ that _per- 
mission would be given, and not 
one single factory was.’ prevented 
from increasing its plant or estab- 


lishing new plant, because: there was 
none so foolish as to do so when the in- 
dustry was in such straits. What is re- 
quired is a better return to the sugar- 
grower in Queensland; if he gets that, it 
will encourage production, and we shall 
not have to import from overseas, as there 
are ample sugar lands in Queensland, to 
supply more than the requirements of 
the Commonwealth. I may say that 
the present price will encourage the 
growers, and I have written to the 
different cane-producing districts urging 
the people there to plant as much as pos- 
sible, so that we may not be placed in 
the same position as we have been this 
and last year. I believe they will do 


this, but they wouid do it very much more. 


readily if the agreement were to extend 
for a longer term. Under existing con- 
ditions the agreement will benefit those 
who plant this year only for two years, 
because they will not get the new price 
for the cane they plant this year until 
the following year. Honorable mem- 
bers should encourage the sugar industry 
of Australia more than they have done in 
the past, because 1f we produced sufficient 
sugar to meet our own requirements we 
should not be obliged to send money to 
other countries in which sugar is pro- 
duced with black labour only. It would 
be wise for honorable members to show 
more sympathy with the production of 
sugar in Australia, whether it be cane 
sugar or beet sugar. 
be profitably grown in Australia—which I 
doubt, for cane sugar would be better 
under uniform treatment—by all means 
let it be grown. I hope that the mis- 
statements which have been complained 
of will not continue to be made, be- 
cause they get abroad, and induce. the 
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a request 


CORSER.—It was directly after 


If beet sugar can. 






oe of sugar BA Ty that thé Go. i 
vernment are not taking the pOceera ray 


steps to safeguard their interests. — 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Poriay a 
[9.3].—I am somewhat disappointed that. 
the Government should consider it neces- 
sary to ask for this extra £500,000. If 
what the honorable member for Wide Bay 
(Mr. Corser) says is correct, the harvest 
will be put off until Soptember, instead of — 
starting in July. 7 

Mr. Corssr. ee il be September be- 


fore it will start, when it should have ptt 


started at the end cf May. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—That is a reason 
for what is proposed to be done, which L 
had not heard before. Iam disappointed — 
to find such a proposition put before the 
House, because I expected to hear from 
the Government that there would be a. 
reduction in the price of sugar on the 
ground that it was not found necessary to — 
import so much as was anticipated at the 
time the agreement was first introduced. — 

Sir Josrrx Coox. — I should like to— 
impress upon honorable members that the 
price of sugar does not come into the — 
matter at all. It is a question whether 
We can secure a sufiicient overdraft to 
purchase the sugar nes we must ie We 
port. pais 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I am’ aware ae : < 
the price of sugar is regulated by the 
combination of the price at which we can — a i) 
obtain sugar of local production and the — 
price we have to pay for sugar porate on 
from abroad. Danae nearly the last Ke Hy 
twelve months, when there was a so-called — 
shortage of sugar, we have had a pretty re- 
liable assurance that efforts were made by | 
manufacturers and housekeepers to hoard | : 
sugar, and there must have been, in addi- 
tion to the quantity accounted for by the 
Government, some 30,000 tons of SUBAE { he 
hoarded up in Australia. I have been in- — 
formed by retail grocers that they are not 
now selling nearly so much sugar as they 
were selling a little time ago at the lower ci ve 
rate. us 








Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—tThe price na 
been doubled, and naturally the quantity 
used will be considerably less. yout 

Mr. MATHEWS.—1 ‘say that the ee i 
son for the fact that not so much sugar 
is now being purchased is that those who: ; 
hoarded sugar obtained at the cheap Tate, ¢ 
are using at now instead of PH 












My 


ts | ia ‘ Sugar Purchase ue , is May, 1920. ie 


tent. 


ane is’ a ‘fact, 
high cost is governed by the amount of 
- sugar we import, we have a right to ex- 
pect that sugar will be cheaper if it is 
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| sugar ‘at the episod price Boe 6d. per Ib. 
_ I should say that that being so, it is neces- 


sary to import less sugar from abroad 
now than the Government anticipated. 


My contention may be wrong. 


Sir Joseph Coox.—The Honerable 
member may be right. As a matter 
of fact, the importations have been re- 
duced, but not to any appreciable ex- 
In any case, if this money is not 
needed we shall not spend. 1t. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Is the Minister in 
a position to say whether there is less de- 
mand for sugar to-day than there was 
when it was cheaper? 


Sir Josep Coox.—lI have no informa- 


‘ tion on that point. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I am ated that 
and, knowing that the 


found that it is not necessary to import 





as much as was anticipated. 


Sir JosEPH Coox.—The honorable 


member must not overlook the increase 


in oP price of imported sugar. 


MATHEWS.—We could get im- 
ate) sugar for £81 per ton, and I 


_ should like to know whether the Govern- 
ment made any purchases at that price. 


Sir Josepx Coox. —Yes, but the price 


es outside sugar has been going up all 


the time. It is not so much’ the quan- 
tity to be imported as the high price to 


be paid for it that makes this sot 


necessary. 


Mr. MATHEWS. Lawes were told some 
time ago that imported sugar cost £81 
per ton with other charges, and I should 
like to know whether at that time the 
Government purchased enough to carry 


us over the interval until sufficient Aus- 


tralian-grown sugar can be obtained? 


Sir Joseph Coox.—I expect that the 


Government bought as much as 
could at that price. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—If£ they dia not do 
so, it was bad business. I know that we 
are getting sugar at a lower price in Aus- 
tralia than people elsewhere have to pay 
for it. I saw recently that in the United 


they 


States of America people were paying 
ls. 43d. per lb.; but when we are paying 
6d. per lb. for sugar it is very little com- 
fort to us to learn that in the United 


States of America people have to pay 
1 RR ES 


Aid. 


per Ib. when we ought to ae 
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Mr. Corser.—We should be getting | 


gee: the sugar. we require for 5d. ene 


sugar for 5d. per lb. if we were able to 


grow all that we require in Queensland, ny 
honorable 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The 





member should know that with sugar at 
£30 6s. 8d. per ton we opENy to be get- oe 


ting it at 44d. per Ib. 


Mr. Consens. —So we would but for the | . 
fact that the high cost of imported Suge ny 


brings the price up: to 6d. per lb. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I was hoping that 


| the Government would not require to im- 


port as much sugar as they anticipated its 
would be necessary to import ween the | 


agreement was made. 


Sir Josepu Coox.—I do not see thab 


it makes the slightest difference whether 
we import 


it is not wanted it will not be expended. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I quite understand 
that, but I did not expect to hear that 
there was any necessity to provide more 
money for the purchase of suear. Prior 
to the rise in the price to 6d. per Jb., not 
only manufacturers, but, 


throughout Australia, hoarded sugar, 


more or less, because the pro- _ 
posal is only that the Government should 
have the power to use this money, and if 


householders — 


and perhaps we could not blame them for — 


doing so. 


light-brown sugar. 


I was at an hotel for dinner 
on Saturday week, and was served with 
I got a hint that the 


proprietor had enough:in stock to last 


him for another four months. 
have hoarded sugar about six months 
ahead, and no doubt every one who could 


He must - 


do sa tried to do the same thing. That A : 
must mean a considerably decreased de- 
mand for sugar this year, and I was hop- 


ing, 


quently be a decreased 


therefore that there would conse- — 
importation. — 
I admit that the Government is justified 
in making preparations for purchasing, 


and I am sorry that it was not prepared 


to purchase when sugar was cheaper. 
it had taken these steps last year 





Mr. Corsrr.—The demand for sugar 


from the jam factories is far in excess 
and more. 
than was anticipated. This is due to Li « 


of what it was in the past, 


tremendous sale of jam overseas. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Yet the small fruit- 
growers say that the raising of the price i 


of sugar to 6d. per lb. will ruin them. 


‘Mr, Ricnarp Fostrr.—I do not say # 


that, although I represent small rt 


1822 Suge Pogohaie (REPRESENTATIVES. 1 
i growers. | ara 1s. much, dearer in. other 
| t. Maff 
countries. a ara. 
Mr. MATHEWS. The rise in the 


price of jam during the past few days 
is out of proportion to the increase in 
the price of sugar. If the Government 
is of the opinion that another £500,000 
may be wanted for the purchase of 
sugar, if must mean that the retail price 
of sugar will eventually go mueh beyond 
6d. Under these circumstances, the Go- 
-vernment has shown bad management in 
its control of the sugar supplies of Aus- 
tralia. 


Mr. LIVINGSTON (Barker) [9.12] — 


In my opinion, the present sugar short- 
age may be to Australia a blessing in 
disguise, by forcing our population to take 
up beet-growing. In Victoria and in 
South Australia there are thousands of 
aeres suitable for the growing of sugar- 
beet. When during a visit to Europe [ 
saw sugar-beet factories every. few miles, 
I thought what a pity it was that Aus- 
tralia had to depend in part upon ather 
countries for its sugar supplies. Sugar- 
beet could be planted in the southern 
parts of Australia in September and 


October, and without irrigation would be: 


ready in March for the extraction of the 
sugar. If some of our returned men 

would plant sugar beet. on the land. that. 
they are getting from the. States, they 
would possess a very valuable crop next 
March. 


Mr. Burcuert.—Any number of them 


‘saw sugar-beet growing in Flanders. 
Mr. LIVINGSTON.—In the Mt. 
Gambier district we Pinnies sugar-beet 
over a wide area. 
Mr MeWirrrams.— Anything. wi grow 
there. 
Mr. LIVINGSTON .—That is so. AT 
we need is a population that will do the 
necessury work. We iried every part. of 
the district with sugar-beet, and had the 
erop properly tested. In some of the 
drainage areas in the south-east, sugar 


of the finest quality and of the highest 


percentage of purity was obtained, and 
if the Government would ,promise ‘to 
provide a mill, it would be an easy matter 
to get 2,000 acres of beet planted at 
‘ence. The whole of the district could 


be used for beet-growing. On the Koorine: 


Estate, fifteen acres were put under - 
sugar beet nye or six years Rees and the 


be oe, 


hale Oe ote RS UN ath ley 
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crop gave the hese. esis ee toes 


Thousands of persons could 





find. employment. in southern Australia im — Ve 


growing sugar-beet. 
yields of from eight to ten tons tothe 


acre, and would receive 30s. per ton for 


the crop. Should too muck top be formed, 
sheep put in to the number of four to the 
acre would keep down the surplus growth. 


They would get ~ 


Sugar-beet provides more food for man 


and for beast than any other plant that. 
is known to us. Why Australia has not 
grown it extensively I do not know. 


Sir Josreru Coox.—lIt has. always been 


a puzzléto me, too. 


Mr. LIVINGSTON. —-Lf the acu 
ment. will assist the returned soldiérs: to: 


take: up beet-growing, they will do well 


for the men and for the country. Maffra,. 
where ‘beet-growing has hitherto 
tried, 


Mount Gambier district. I hope that the 


Government will consider the advisability — 


been Ae 
is not to. be compared with the 


of encouraging an industry whose estab- 
lishment would be of lasting benefit to 


Australia. 


couragement we could, within twelve 


months or two years, be independent of 
Australia’s sugar require- ey 
ments should be met by the beet-growers me sMe 
E ame oy 
derstand it takes two years to get the full 
but. Ini ferent 
months full results can Re obtained from 


cane sugar. 
of Victoria and South Australia. 
results from a cane 


crop, 


a beet crop. ~ 
Mr. 


Beet> “growing is nice, cleam ia 
work, does not require the employment 
of black labour, and with proper en- 


Rey) 


FENTON (Maribyimong) [9.17]. — 


—I was pleased to hear the enlightening ~ ch 


and enlivening remarks of the honorable - 


member fot Barker (Mr. Livingston) 


They make me the more surprised at the © 
reply of the Prime Minister to a question 
the other day, to the effect that the Go- — 
vernment considered the protection now 
afferded to the sugar industry sufficient 







for the encouragement. of beet-growing. 


The honorable member for Barker has Ve 
shown that what prevents i Pare He 


of athe. 
Australia, is that. im Mafira, 


Victoria. In our 
have: thousands of acres where the grow- 
.ing of sugar beet. could be combined with 


dairying, to she are: apm of ine 
industries. 


The: only sugar wns factory- ii ae 
winch i 
situated in a fertile, district, bub. not: the ane 
best. beet. district: for, sugar beet; even in 
‘estern District: we 
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at retail at 43d. 
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“are ie: ‘this Pavltarient to ike tA salle 


self-supplied with sugar, either cane 
sugar or beet sugar. We do not desire to 
be again in the position in which we are 
to-day, when, if we were producing all 
the sugar we ‘need, our ees could ‘buy 
per lb. The Acting 
Treasurer expressed surprise that Aus- 
tralia has not done mere a Woah cultiva- 
ition of beet. 


Mr. ‘Corsrr.—There is a ioeaive 


_ duty of £10 perton on imported sugar. 


Mr. FENTON,—Hitherto we have 
been hearing only about cane sugar, but 
in future we shall hear more about beet 


ih cae 


Mr. Bamrorp. ——Beet weil not be grown 
when cane sugar is obtainable at £12 per 


ton. More money is to be. made out of 
milk. ~ 
Mr. FENTON. ae enti. the 


world’s supply of sugar was obtained 
largely from beet. What is the _British 
Government doing to-day? It as giving 
more encouragement to the grower of 
_ beet. than Australia has given to him. 
ake eompany has been formed in Kngland 
with the capital of £1,000,000, of which 
the British Government have taken 
“ 200, 000 shares, and are guaranteeing 6 

- cent. interest on another £250,000, 


aa while, the remaining 500,000 shares are 


to be offered to the public, and I believe 
oa will be readily taken up. ‘This is 
the right kind of Socialism. It is likely 
that, in a few months’ time, a very large 
area of Great Britain’s: limited territory 
will be devoted to the cultivation of 
sugar beet in order to make the Mother 
Country to some extent self-contained in 
this respect. If the British Government 


deem it expedient to adopt this course, 
the Federal Government should likewise 
render every possible assistance to any 
scheme that will increase’.the supply of 
sugar an Australia. 


We are beyond’ the 
experimental stage. 
ber for Barker (Mr. Livingston) and I 
have had quite a number of conversations 


en this subject, and our ideas coincide. 


He represents a country that is ideally 
situated, has an abundant rainfall, and a 
very fertile . ‘soil admirably suited for 


sugar beet. Until comparatively recently — 


the growth of sugar beet has been fol- 


/ lowed only in the Maffra district of 


Gippsland, but the Victorian Government 


are now encouraging its cultivation in 


other. parts of ‘the State, and are | pre- 
api to oe ‘my beet: from Lai ae 
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creased to 25 tons per acre. 


The honorable mem- 
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and Warrnambool, 160 miles to Mel- _ 
bourne, and another 120 miles to Maffra, — 

for 2s. -per ton. Both localities 
demonstrated. that they can beat the — 
Maffra district in regard to the yield per — 
acre and the purity of the sugar con- 
tent. Experiments conducted in different | 
plots in the Port’ Fairy district’ have 
given the following returns of topped — 
beet. per acre:—20 tons, 18 tons, 19 tons, 
and 11 tons. The ficures for Warrnam- i. 


bool are—17 tons, 24 tons, 23 tons, 18 — 
The: percentage of 


tons, and 13 ans, 
sugar content per acre is, as I have said, 

higher than in the Maftra district, the 
figures being:—Port Fairy—3.60 tons, — 


o.d1 tons, 3.27 tons, 1.89 tons; Warr- | 
nambool—3.23 tons, 4.89 tons, 4.23 tons, — 
3.42 toms, 2.60 tons. These figures — 
are the result of an analysis 
experts at the Maffra factory, and ~ 
they prove conclusively that sugar 
beet may be ‘grown profitably im 


- other parts of Victoria as well as at 
Mafra. 


A few years ago the highest 
yield in the world was about 5 tons of 
sugar beet per acre, but by selection of 
seed the return in Victoria has been Im- 
I believe all | 

honorable members are anxious that we 


should never again be dependent on out- 


side sources for our supply, and, as the © 


‘honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 


Stewart) said the other day, we should — 
not be afraid of a little carny-over from - 
one season to another. Our object should. — 
be to insure a sufficient supply to may 

all contingencies. by 


Mr. Swewarr.—tif the present dry i. 
weather continues much longer, we will | 


stand a chance of having to pay — . 
prices for our wheat. 


7 


Mr. FENTON.—Yes, and J am im 
favour of the erection of huge silos, so 
that we may guarantee the Common- — 
wealth against any possible 
of fi ydanitie duc. to droughts. - ii a 
notice in to-day’s Age that the ‘Federal 


Government. intend to purchase the pro- 
duction at the Maffra sugar-beet factory, 
and I understand that satisfactory. Ade 
rangements can be made by the producers 
through the State Government with re- 
I believe the 
‘House would promptly agree to a proposal _ 
for the erection of two more large sugar- _ 
Boi 


gard to this transaction. 


beet factories in suitable localities, | 
order to encourage the extension. ‘of ‘this. : 


have 


by 0 


shortage -— 


--1g24 


industry, and thus guarantee Australia. 
against a future shortage. 
Mr. Corszer.—Why do you not get the 
State Governments to assist the move- 
ment ? 
_ Mr. FENTON.—Because the Federal 
Government have taken over the control 
of the sugar position, and I remind the 
honorable member that he did not disap- 
prove of assistance being rendered by the 
Federal Government to Queensland cane- 
sugar growers, who, by the intervention of 
the Commonwealth authorities, have now 
been placed upon a satisfactory footing; 
ke should not, therefore, now object to 
similar assistance to sugar-beet growers. 
I have joined with the honorable member 
for Barker (Mr. Livingston), and I ask’ 
the honorable member for Wide Bay 
(Mr. Corser) to assist in arranging for a 
deputation to ask the Prime Minister to 
stand by the sugar-beet industry of the 
Commonwealth. It should be our object 
to guarantee people against a shortage, 
because, as all members know, Queens- 
land 1s subject to cyclones, which in a few' 
hours may very seriously affect the pro- 
duction. ! | | 

Mr, Corser.—Cyclones only occur in 
one area of Queensland. 

Mr. FENTON.—The production of 
cane sugar is subject to other disabilities 
also, and we should do what we can to 
safeguard the people of the Common- 
wealth by encouraging the growth of 
sugar beet. I hope, therefore, that there 
will be a very large deputation of legis- 
laters ready to wait upon the Prime 
Minister, with a view to placing the 
sugar industry of Australia on a more 
stable footing. In ‘domg. so, we 
should be following the steps of the 
British Government, who are contribut- 
‘ing £250,000 out of £1,000,000 towards 
the cultivation of sugar beet, and 
guaranteeing 6 per cent. interest on an- | 
other £250,000, while I feel sure the 
public of Great Britain will take up the 
other £500,000. As the honorable mem-_ 
ber for Barker (Mr. Livingston) has 
pointed out, a novice can indulge in beet. 
cultivation with a little superintendence. 
It is a clean and healthy industry, and 
the return ought to richly endow those 
who pursue it. In the circumstances, 
why should we neglect it any longer? | 
No doubt, there are many people among 
us to-day who are going short of sugar. 
Some householders may have been able to 


= 
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88 per cent. net titre, as against 95: or. 
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secure enough at the old price to keep 
them for many months without having to 
pay the increased price; but I am sure 
that with the excessive price of other — 
commodities, many families have had to 
reduce their consumption of sugar.. Par- — 
hament should do everything possible to 
facilitate the production of sugar, either — 
from cane or from beet. If I were cer- 
tain that the sugar-growers of New South 
Wales could guarantee a sufficient supply _ 
for local requirements every year, I would 
wish them ‘‘ good luck ’”’ and be prepared _ 
to take pot-luck with our beet cultivation 
in Victoria; but knowing that for the — 
last two seasons they have not been able 
to meet local requirements, I urge that 
too much cannot be done to encourage the 
cultivation of beet, if only as an insur- 
ance against the present position’ of — 
affairs, ede Rieu aN st 
_The Acting Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) has not indicated whether portion 
of ‘the money for which he is asking isto 
be devoted to the purchase of the 1,200 
tons of sugar which is to be produced in 
the Victorian Government’s beet sugar 
factory at Maffra this year; but if the 
State Government are to be called pon 
to accept the price of £30 6s. 8d. which: _ 
the Commonwealth Government would | 
pay if they commandeered the sugar, in- 
stead of the £40 per ton which the fac- 
tory could charge in other circumstances, 
there would be a loss on the State Go- 
venment’s operations. I do not know 
arrangements have advanced ~ 
sufficiently to indicate that this beet sugar . 
is to be taken over. ee 
Sir JosepH Coox.—I should say thatif 
there is sugar to be purchased in Aus- 
tralia, we will purchase it. Ae 
Mr. FENTON.—According to this 
morning’s Age, the Commonwealth Go- — 
vernment have already approached the — 
State Government with a view to pur- — 
chasing this year’s beet crop at £30 6s. _ 
8d. per ton; but I understand that the 
expenditure by the State in the produc- 
tion of this 1,200 tons will be far in ~ 
excess of £30 63. 8d. per ton. Ra 
Mr. Corser.—The honorable member — 
regards beet sugar as being of the same — 
value as cane sugar. Beet sugar is only 
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96 per cent. net titre for cane sugar. _ 

Mr. FENTON.—Sugar beet has been ~ 
so increased in value’ by special breeding 
that its position to-day is very different. 
from what it was five yearsago. = 
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a Mr. Novak: Sugar made from Bee is 
very different in quality from that which 
is.made from cane. 
member ask the jam-maker’s opinion. 


Mr. FENTON.—In the February issue 
‘st the Journal of Agriculture of Victoria 
there is an article written by the manager 
of the Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, point- 
ing out that to-day sugar produced from 
sugar beet stands practically in the same 

position as that produced from sugar 
cane. However, half the worid is using 
sugar that comes from the sugar beet, 
and jams made in other countries from 
- beet sugar compare very favorably with 
_ those made with cane sugar. JI was 
_ pleased to hear the Acting Treasurer in- 


 terject, when the honorable member for 
- Barker was speaking, that it was surpris- 


ing Australia was not doing more in the 
_ direction of cultivating beet sugar. I 
take it that the Governmnet are favor- 


able to encouragement being given to the 


growth of beet, so that supplies of sugar 
may be provided. for local consumption. 
As for the agreement itself, 
| that we are doing well by making it; but 
the fact remains that the Colonial Sugar 


. Refining Company are doing very hae 


_ when they can pay a dividend of 14s., 

matter whether it be derived from, nn 
_tralian-grown sugar or Fiji-grown sugar. 
I hove the day will come when, right 
from the grower to the refinery, the pro- 
duction of. s 
the one set of people. 
can look for cheaper sugar. 


Mr. 
This Bill is simply an extension of an 
overdraft. Under the agreement, there 
- is power to have an overdraft of £500,000 
at the Commonwealth Bank. The Bill 
asks for permission to increase that over- 
draft to £1,000,000, and there can be no 
objection to ib, because the money will be 
handed back in the end. No doubt, we 
must encourage the production of beet 
sugar. Owing to the increase of £2 per 
ton given to the sugar-cane growers, the 
price of Queensland sugar-cane land has 
risen from £10 per acre and £17 per 
acre to £37 per acre and £40 per acre. 
_ In these circumstances, how can we ex- 
— pect cheap sugar from Queensland ? 

Mr. Corser.—There are thousands of 
acres of uncleared land on which sugar- 
cane can be grown. | 

Mr. WEST.—If we enideree the beet 
sugar industry it will vastly assist the 
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Let the honorable 


some say. 


sugar will be undertaken by 
In that ee we 


‘WEST (Hast Sed ony ‘19. 39]. — 


‘not more than 130,000 tons. 


jam manufacturing industry ans those 


industries allied with it in various shapes ten 
and forms. 


manufactures, 
the greatest extent possible. 


with the result that to-day she is suffering 
from a sugar famine. If Australia had 


only had men of foresight at the head of 
affairs the present situation would have 
I have said time after — 
time in this House that preparation for — 
peace was possibly even more important — 


been anticipated. 


than preparation for war. I hope honor- 
able members will study the needs of the — 
country more carefully than hitherto; 
otherwise I do not see how Australia can 
hope to return to the favorable position 
in which Labour left the national finances 
when it had to give way in 19138 to an- 
other Administration. I do not wish to 
vause any one uneasiness concerning the 
future, but sensible men should see the 
need for. beginning at once to put our 
house in order. Queensland has received 
very fair treatment at the hands of the | 
Federal Government, and it behoves the — 


people of that State now to see that they 


give the citizens of Australia a fair deal 
by doing their best to bring down the 
price of sugar. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.45] fee 


speaking upon this matter at an earlier 
stage I had not certain figures before me 
which I have since obtained from the 
Customs Department. I understand that 
the people of Australia use about 280,000 ~ 
tons of sugar per annum, and that pro- 
duction this year ious to. 186,000 
tons, so that we, shall be required to im- 
port, roughly, about 100,000 tons. | 
~ Mr. Corsrr.—More than that, because 
we are three months late. ovine 
Sir JoserH Coox.—We consider that 
we shall be lucky if we have to import — 


Mr. TUDOR.—I trust that the ‘Gan ‘ 


vernment will not be compelled to bring — 
Evers. 
since this Parliament has mterested it- 


as much as that into Australia. 


self in the sugar question, Queensland 


representatives have had something to — 
complain about. 


I recall that the — 
first member for Oxley (Mr. Edwards) — 
complained in this House that the 


The only practical way in 
which to make the sovereign worth 20s. 
again 1s to induce greater export Gee 
It should be our policy 
to encourage the production of sugar to’ — 
Great Bri- 


tain, depended on German beet sugar, 
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Bownonwesieh Parliament had ruined 


the Queensland: industry by certaim 
--aetion which had been taken in com- 
pelling the industry to be carried on 
by white labour. When the honorable 
member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin 
-Chapman) became Minister for Trade 
and Customs, he was called upon ‘to fix 
a standard rate of wage in, the industry 
in connexion with the bounty. A wage 
which I thought extraordinarily low was 


fixed, namely, 43d. per hour with keep. 


A huge deputation representative - of 
Queensland interests informed the then 
Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
Chapman) that the industry. could not pay 
if it were compelled to give that wage. 
In 1911, when I visited Queensland in 
connexion with the strike, the matter was 
brought under my notice, and I was 
shown that men received only about 113d. 
for two and a half hours’ work. I fixed 
the rate at 1s. and was promptly told 
that I had ruined the industry. Never- 
theless, the industry has succeeded. Re- 
cently J asked the Minister for Trade 
and Customs how many tons of sugar 
we imported from the ‘end of June last 
year to date, and I was informed that 
to*the end of February the quantity 
amounted to 70,100 tons. I desired to 
know how much had come from Java and 
how much from Fiji, and the information 
which I received was that 60,000 tons had 
been imported from Java at a cost of 
_ £22 per ton, f.o.b.; 6,000 additional tons 
from Java at £23 per ton; and 4,100 tons 
from Fijivat £25 10s. per ton fiocb. I 
inquired. in regard to freight, and ‘was 
informed that it was at the rate of 35s. 
per ton from Java, and 27s. 6d. from 
Fiji... Insurance upon the 66,000 tons 
of Java sugar varied from 9s. 9d. to 
40s, 11d. per <cent:; say, from 2s. to 
- 2s, 4d. per ton extra under that head. 
Lhe insurance upon the Fiji shipment 
was at the rate of 8s. ‘per 
The exchange 4 dm connexion with ‘the Java 
purchases was 15s. per cent. and 17s. 6d. 
per cent., and. from Fiji nil. The highest 
price of “ithe 66,000 tons imported from 
Java was £23 17s. 6d. per ton landed an 
Australia, including imswrance and ‘ex- 


change, but not refining charges; but, as. 


honorable members know, a great quantity 
of this was sold without beinie refined. The 
cost of the consignment from: Fiji was 
Mr. Tudor. 
VES 


Sugar Purchase [REPRESENTATIVES.] Sf 


eent. 


£26 19s. ‘6d. Pier ton, and I was quite cor- 
rect in ‘stating earlier this evening that _ 
the sugar purchased overseas was landed — 
in Australia at less than 3d. per lb. Not- 
withstanding this, a large quantity of 
brown sugar was. ‘sold to Australian eon- 
sumers at the price of- white suet, 
namely, 33d. per Tb. 

Mr. ‘Corsrr.—At that time we ‘were 
paying only £21 per ton. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I believe we were, shah 


the price under the new agreement EB As 


£30 6s, 8d., and I have taken strong ob- 
jection to hat agreement, because we 
are allowing the growers and millers 


an ainmcrease of only id. per Mb, 
and consumers had to ‘pay an 
extra 23d. per lb. As we received 


70,000 tons, at the prices given, im addi- 


tion to the Queensland crop of 186;000 — 
tons, there was no justification for the in- — 
erease; but I know this measure will.have 
Although it is not my mtention . 


to pass. 
to discuss the sugar question generally ‘at. 
this juncture, I know that the increased — 
price is very detrimentally affecting jam 
manufacturers as well as ordinary — 
consumers. 


facturing purposes the retail, “price of. 
: me of jam. containing 13 Ibs. net.is now 
. 10d. per tin. I know the honorable. 


We have noticed recently * 
-in the press that in consequence of — 
the increased price of sugar for manu- su 





* 


me 


A 


oie for Denison (Mr. Laird. Sante) . 


who represents the constituency in which 
the extensive works of Henry Jones and 
Company are situated, will admit that 
the Jam manufacturer is in a very Serious 
position. . The factory of Jones and 
Company and the institution known as 
“Tattersall’s” are, I suppose, the most 
important concerns in that important. dis- 
trict. 


tion when discussing the Tariff or some 


other measure, without any limitations — 


being amposed pon as. 


Question resolved in the <affirmative. i y es 
Bill read a second time, and passed — . 


through its prone stages” without 
amendment. 


I hope we shall have an oppor-— : . 
tunity of going fully into the sugar ques- 
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ascertained, however, 










ment No. 4, Sat laa vith ne atten 
native amendment, No. 30, and desired 
the further consideration’ of the House 
of Representatives in regard to the alter- 
native amendment disagreed with. 
Consideratioh of message made an 
Order of the Day for next day of sitting. 
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ADJOURNMENT. : 

ee Travers’ Sucar Suprrims. 

s: Question (by Sir JOSEPH Coox) pro- 
% posed — 


. That ‘the House do. now adjourn. 


Mr, ATKINSON (Wilmot). [9.56] —I 
es to bring under the notice of the 
7 Government a question relating to sugar: 
supplies. 
agreement. recently adopted, a trader 
who wished to purchase a ton or more of 
sugar from the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Gompany was entitled to do so. I have 
that there are 
traders in different parts of the country 
who have approached the Colonial Sugar 
| Refiting Company for supplies of sugar, 
and, although the company has not actu- 
| ally refused their request, it has not given 
them any indication as to when they can 
obtain 
that th ey-are to go on obtaining their re- 
quirements as formerly. I hope the Go- 
vernment, ‘who have already stated that 
traders are allowed to purchase bulk sup- 
plies in this way, will see that these per- 
sons are fairly treated. It is an easy 
matter for purchasers in Melbourne to 
obtain sugar, because they can besiege 
Ministers and. get somethin& done. But 
country purchasers have to contend’ with 
many difficulties, including unsatisfactory 
‘transport, and are not in such an advan- 
tageous position as city buyers. I trust 
the Government will consider this matter 
at the earliest possible moment, so that 
traders will know, with some certainty, 
when their applications to the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company are er to be 
- favorably considered. 


‘Sir Josepux Coox.—I shall look into 
the matter. 


Question resolved i in the affirmative. 


\ 


House adjourned at 9.59 eee 
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I understood that, under the . 


Supplies, but has informed them ~ 
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The Presmpent (Senator the Hon. T. 


Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and read 
prayers. 


DEFENCE FORCE; 3 
EFFICIENCY oF Duntkoon GRADUATES. _ 


Senator GRANT.—On behalf .of Sena- . 
tor Gardiner I..ask the Minister for De- — 
fence if he is now in a position to supply ~ 
the reports’ received by the Defence De- _ 


partment with regard to the efficiency of © 
Duntroon graduates? 

Senator PEARCE.—On the 21st April | 
Senator Gardiner asked if, during the 


war, reports favorable to the conduct, and - 


efficiency of graduates from Duntroon 


had been furnished to the Defence De- ~ 


partment; apd, if so, would I lay them 
on the table of the Senate? In reply, I 
said that some reports had been received, 
and I would later have them laid on the 
table. I now lay them on the table of 
the Senate. 

PAPERS, . 


The following papers were presented :— 


Duntroon Cadets: Reports relative to con- 
duct and efficiency during the war. . 

Industrial Troubles on Melbourne Wharfs: 
‘Report of Royal Commission. 


‘Public Service Act—Regulations amended— ee 


- Statutory Rules. 1920, ‘Nos. 64, 65... 
War Service Homes Act—Land ‘acquired’ for 


war service homes purposes at Parramatta, 
New South Wales. * 


Pes a AON Ke 
DerrerreD Pay or Navat PRISONERS. 


Senator GRANT.—I wish, without 
notice, to ask the Minister representing — 
the Minister for the Navy if he is aware ~ 


that the men of the Psyche, who were 
court martialled at Singapore, in Feb- 
“ruary, 1916, 


and some of whom’ were 
sentenced to long terms of imprisonment, — 
have completed their sentences, but on 
making application for their deferred. ‘pom 
have been refused 
- The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens ) Order! . The 





the Standing Orders, is not permissible. 
The purpose of a question is to ask for 
information, i not to give it. 


honorable ine 
senator is making a statement under the 
guise of asking a question, and that, under — ‘ : 


- 


1828 Invalid and Old-age 
Senator GRANT.—In view of the' 
treatment received by these men, and the 
fact that they have completed their terms 
of imprisonment 

The PRESIDENT.—That also is a 
statement. 

Senator GRANT.—Will the Minister 
for the Navy give direction that the de- 
ferred pay, due to these men, prior to 





their being court martialled, shall at once 


be made available to them? 

Senator PEARCE.—I ask the honor- 
able senator to give notice of the ques- 
tion, 

POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S 
+ DEPARTMENT. 
Non-Reeistration oF “ Epucation.” 

Senator GRANT.—I ask the Minister 
representing the Postmaster-General if he 
is aware that the New South Wales Public 
School Teachers’ Federation have, for 
many months, published a paper known as 
Hducation, which conforms in every Way 
to a newspaper, and that, although all 
the papers necessary to secure its regis- 
tration have been filled in and deposited 
with the proper officer, registration has 
been refused. If so, will he take the 
necessary steps to see that this matter 
‘is at once reviewed with the object of at 
once granting the registration asked for? 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—I ask the Minister not to 
reply to that question. The honor- 
able senator has contravened my ruling 
by making a number of _ statements 
instead of asking for information. I 
should like to point out that while it is 
permissible by way of explanation to offer 
' some information, in asking a question it 
is an evasion of the rules, and against the 
proper conduct of the business of the 
Senate, that the time for asking questions: 
should be taken up by an honorable 
senator making innuendoes, or various 
derogatory and damaging statements 
about persons and public Departments 
under cover of asking a question. 


INVALID AND OLD-AGE PENSIONS 
ACT: 


Posrrron or Biinp PENSIONERS. 


Senator EARLE asked the Leader of 
thé Government in the: Senate, upon 
notice— 

- Has any decision been arrived at by the Go- 


vernment concerning ’an’ amendment of. the 
Invalid and Old-age ‘Pensions Act, which would 


: [SENATE] _ ie 


stated. The Government propose to we 









allow a blind pensioner ee sn dtoass ats income 


by labour wahoy incurring a me of his hs 
pension? h, 


- Senator MILLEN. ne 0. The matter _ 
is still under the consideration of thers sr 
Government. me ny , 


VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF 
WALES. © 


‘Feuer Raitway Passes TO Rervrnzp | 
Sorprers: 


Senator EARLE asked the Miniaece oh 
for Defence, wpon notoce— a 

1. Is it the intention of the Government to Ve 
cause free railway passes to be issued to re- 
turned soldiers living in the country to enable 
them to attend the functions held in the cities 
in honour of His Royal Highness the Prince — 
of aaa ae 

2. If so, will the Govarnraant consider the — 
advisability of causing one class of tickets 


only to be issued, thereby treating all ranks he 


alike? 


Senator 
aos : 
. The State jvc tees are making pro- a 
vision. eas, 

2. In view. of the answer to No. 1, it is nae 
felt that the Commonwealth Government 
should intervene. Be AC AHF 


ARBITRATION COURT. | 
AppoINTMENT oF ADDITIONAL Fuvaxs. Me 


Senator EARLE asked the Leader of 
the Government in. the Senate, noe Ae 
notice— fy ise, 
Is it a fact that forty-two lene a ade 
justment of wages and. conditions of labour 
are awaiting the consideration of the Federal — 
Industrial Arbitration Court? If so, will the aa 
Government take immediate action ton 
strengthen the Court by the appointment of 
more ” Judges or arbitrators to fe with he nee 
work? 


Senator MILLEN. The fact 46 


PEARCE. — The 


answers eat 











early action to deal with the position. - 


— ANZAC DAY. 





Pay FOR Houmay.. pee 
Senator GRAN T asked the Mia ocd 


representing the Minister for the Navy, 


upon notice— 


1. Is he aware whether the workmen in the: 
employment of the Federal Government at 
Garden Island and other Federal establish- 
ments at Sydney were informed through the 
Gazette that Anzac Day would be an addi- 
tional holiday on full pay, and whether these 
men have not been paid for that day? 

2. Will he give directions that the men con. 
cerned shall be a for le ae ong if elk 
why not? BF eee, a7 













ae PEARCE. the: answers, ‘as 


supplied by the Minister for the Navy, 


are as follow: — 


1. The workmen were Hott informed that 
Anzac Day. would be an additional holiday on 


full pay, and they have not been paid ae that 
day. 


2. The workmen are already allowed nine 


public holidays per annum on full pay; and, in 
addition, are granted twelve days’ recreation 
leave, on full pay, on completion — of twelve 
months’ continuous service, 


Under these cir- 


eumstances, the number of holidays on full 


pay cannot be Pee, 


ae 


PAPUA. 


ae or Roya ComMIssION ON LATE 


German New GUINEA. 
“Senator FOLL asked the Minister for 


if ee ation. upon notice— 


has returned to Australia, 
benefit of the War Gratuity” Act, subject to 


When will the report of the Royal Commis- 


sion on German New Guinea be made avail- 
z _ able to Parliament? 


‘Senator MILLEN.—It is ee to 


make the report available to Parliament 


at an early date. 


WAR GRATUITY. 


_ AUSTRALIANS ENLISTING IN IMPERIAL 


Forces. 
seasiat GRANT asked the Minister 
representing the Treasurer, Upon 
notice— 


Is an Australian who left uetralia after 


_ the declaration of the war in 1914 to _enlist 


in the Imperial Forces, who served» in the 
fighting forces throughout the war, and who 
entitled to the 


the deduction of any bounty or bonus received 


from the Imperial Government in’ mets of 
(such service? 


Senator MILLEN. —_No; the benefits 
of the Gratuity Act are for the Austra- 
lian sailors and soldiers and for Impe- 


rial Reservists resident in, Australia. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE.. 


Motion (by Senator Buzacorr) agreed 
toe ‘ ; 

That two months’ leave of absence be 
granted to Senator Lynch on account of urgent 


private business. 


NAVIGATION BILL. 


Motion (by Senator Russrii) agreed 
to— 
That jeage be given to introduce a Bill for 


an Act to amend the Bale tice van Act 1912- 


1919. 
Bill presented, 


Senator Russeit) read a first time. 
VG 


and (on motion by 
- of such a catastrophe, and of providing 


Bill. 1929 


Senator RUSSELL 


President of the 
[39 ].—L. move—- 


That standing order 192 be guspanded,. 80 as 
to enable the second reading of this Bill to % 
be moved forthwith, 


I might inform honorable senators that 
I do not intend to carry the consideration — 
of the Bill further than to make ae 
second-reading speech upon it, so that it. 
will be possible for them to. look into the 
provisions of the measure during the” 
week end. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Sreconp Reapinea. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victotig “yea . 
President of the Executive Couneil) 
13.11].—I move— | 

That this Bill be now read a second time. — 


The great majority of honorable senators 
will, I think, recognise in this measure an 
old friend. It has been before this 
Chamber many times during the past 
ten or twelve years. In the first place 
we passed a Bill dealing generally with 
the navigation laws of Australia. Sub- 
sequently, as the result of the wreck of 
the Titanic in 1912, consequent on a col- 
lision with an iceberg, a second Bill was 
passed through this Parliament, but 


, owing to the outbreak of war it was never 


put into operation. Like all other coun- 
tries, we have profitted by the delay which 


has occurred, in that we have discovered | 


the need for a number of formal or teeh- 
nical amendments in the Act. JI am 


pleased to say that no great principal, is 


involved in any of them. The main ob- 
ject of this measure is to give effect to’ 
the determinations of the various conven- 


_ tions which were held by the nations of 
the wreck of the 
That vessel, it will be remem- — 
bered, was deemed by its builders to be 
terrible 


the world soon after 
Titanic. 


practically unsinkable. The 
tragedy which occurred consequent upon 
her collision with an iceberg effectually — 


shattered that theory, and the world hag — 
not yet been able to produce an unsink-— 2 
able ship. But, as the result of that bor, | 


rible tragedy various suggestions were 
made by the different nations, and Great : 
Britain called a conference of the united. 
nations for the purpose of devising the 
best means of preventing the recurrence 


(Victoria — Vice- 
Executive Council) 
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adequate facilities for the saving of 
human life, 


and the sea fairly calm when the T2tanie 
struck the iceberg, some 1,400 of the per- 


sons who were on board lost their lives. 


These lives might have been. saved had 
proper appliances been available at the 
time. Under this Bill no vessel of that 


‘description will be permitted to carry 


passengers unless she is equipped with 


life-saving appliances. for every one ot 


them. The convention to which Ihave 
referred was guided by the best experts 
available, and their decisions dealing 
with bulkheads, wireless communication, 
and a signalling code to indicate the 
position of a wreck, have been worked 
out in detail, and have been accepted by 
the nations of the world almost unani- 
mously.. Those decisions have been em- 
bodied in this Bill, with certain limita- 
tions. For example, it will not be neces- 
sary to insist: upon vessels which only 
travel down our bay, and which are 
practically in touch with land all the 
way, to be equipped upon as lavish a 
scale as deep-sea boats. But in Great 


» Britain these decisions are to be made 


applicable to every vessel travelling 
along its coast. The Act there has not 
yet been brought into operation, having 
been suspended during the war period. [ 
understand, however, that practically 
a measure the same as that which 
Tam submitting for the  con- 
of ‘honorable senators will 
be operative in Great Britain 
Ist July next. The Bill provides 
that boats of a certain carrymg capacity 
shall be equipped with the most up-to- 
date wireless apparatus. Since the Navi- 
gation Act was suspended in the Com- 


monwealth I am glad to say that most of | 
-our up-to-date vessels 


have been so 
equipped. But this measure provides 
that no owner shall be able to escape 


that obligation. 


Le. 


There is another amendment to the 
Act to which I desire to 
direct. attention. Certain powers are 
to be vested in the Minister to 
grant a permit under which ships may 
be released from the obligation to comply 
with all the conditions imposed by the 
Bill. & must not. be forgotten that 
when the principal Act was - passed 
through this Parliament, shipping facili, 
Senator Russell. 


” 


® 


It will doubtless be recol- 
lected that, although the day was clear 


drawn. 


‘of the 


from 


present, 


ties were ne ain that we were eS S, . 
fore able to deal effectively with vessels 
trading in our waters, and to, adopt a. 
somewhat independent attitude towards 
them. But that is not the position to- 
day, when quite one-third of ‘the shavarae 
formerly upon our coast has been with- — 
If the conditions embodied in 
the Bill are enforced in their entirety 
certain vessels have decided not to trade 
on the Australian coast. Some honor- 
able senators may be. disposed . to. Say, 
“ Very well, let them go elsewhere.” But 
it would be fatal for us to adopt that 


attitude at the present time, when we do 
not possess the boats with aie to re-- 


place them. The Government: recognises, _ 
therefore, that it will be better to allow 
certain. Bastern vessels which do not. 
comply with these conditions to. continue ae 


to trade in Australian waters dur-_ 
ing the abnormal uae which now — 
confronts us, than to entirely cut, 
off from sea cs even many 


of the distant parts of this continent. 

Vessels trading with the Hast have ad- 
vised that if the Navigation Act in its ~ 
entirety be applied to the distant ports — 
Commonwealth, they will be 
obliged to cease ediling there, and as 
these ports are isolated so far as coastal — 
shipping is concerned, it has been con- 


sidered advisable. to give power to). — ‘ 
Minister to issue permits exempting from _ 
the operation of the Act those vesselg 


trading with the East, and which call at 
the distant ports referred to. The 


is expected that as soon as shipping be- — 
comes normal the — will have en 
application. HY 


Senator Senior.—I assume it is in- ri 
tended, in certain circumstances, to give _ 


- power to exempt shipping companies from - 


installing wireless apparatus and other 
safeguards. 


Senator RUSSELL. Ves: but this ex- : 


emption will only apply until such times — 


as shipping becomes normal again. At 
it is a question of accepting — 
these Eastern boats for our north-west 
coast. and the Northern ‘Territory, or get- 
ting no shipping at all. Most of “the 
other provisions of the Bill are of a minor — 
character, and may. be: dealt, with, in Comms, 
mittee. 


Debate or motion a Senator ‘Gna 
atone | 


per- ig 3 
mits will be for a limited time only. It_ 













fee! 





: ‘ as 
| Aliens Registration 


‘6 May, 1990.) 


Bill. 188 





} INVALID AND. OED-AGE PENSIONS 


BT ee 
Bill feetiat from the House of Repre- 


sentatives, and (on motion by Senator : 


Seu read a first time. : 


WAR PENSIONS APPROPRIATION 


pe 


BILL: 


Bill received from the House: of Repre- 
sentatives, and (on motion. by Senator 
oe) read a first time. 


SUGAR PURCHASE BILL. 


Pil received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and (on motion by Senator 


| Marie) read a first time. 


ALIEN S REGISTRATION BILL. 


In Commitice (Consideration resumed 


Fc 80th April, vide page 167 be v 
‘Clause 2 agreed to. 

— Clause 3 (Definitions). 

‘Senator GRANT (New ‘Both Wales) 
ks .27|.—I should like some indication, of 
_the nature of the Statutory Rules 


"7916, “Nes. | 176, Zip 28%, k and | 
281; Statutory Rules. TST. Nas... 
97, 107, 4125; 156, and 260; and 


| Statutory Rules 1918, Nos. 25 and 270. 
- Tf honorable senators knew what these 
tules meant, they would be in a better 
‘position to understand the purpose of the 
Bill’ As one who has paid a great deal 
of attention to the Statutory Rules made 


_ under the War Precautions Act; and who 


treasures carefully the five or six volumes 
in which they were published, T may say 


- Tb is most difficult to ascertain the nature 
of the various amendments. 


Senator RUSSELL Ovicma Vice- 
President of the Executive ‘Council) 
[8.29].—They are practically a, renewal of 
regulations made under the War Precau- 


tions Act with regard to aliens. We no 
oe) sire to register aliens under that 
_ Ash, 


“therefore the regulations relat- 
ang aliags Are included im this Bill, in 
order to retain some control over ‘the 
72;000 persons who were registered under 


the War Precautions Act. Wesarecarry- 


ing ‘their registration forward as a matter 
of form, and in future they ‘will’ ‘be -re- 
— corded ‘under the provisions of ‘this 
measure. The other regulatidns were all 
dn -operation previously, but in a few 
cases there has been a slight modification. 
The regulations ‘are very lengthy, but if 


honorable ‘senators desire » yeas 12 velar 


a4 


are hostile. 


tment 


one to be quoted I shall be pleased ey 
It must be remembered, how-- 


read ‘it. ‘ 
ever, that ‘they have all been before a a 
Senate previously. ee. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [38. 82). Ae 
—Unfortunately I was not present when 
this Measure was introduced, and I am. 
not quite conversant with ‘the reasons _ 
which. animated the Government 





Evidently it is part of the legacy we have vet 
received from the war, and it is legisla 
tion which happily ‘has not been VOOR Gs 


freely in operation in our great Empire. ae 


I am speaking more particularly of the 


definition of “ alien.” I have no intention 


of making a second-reading speech at this — 
stage, as the Chamber seems to have ac- 
cepted the principle of the measure, and — 

it has doubtless been guided by the able 
arguments adduced by the Vice-President. — 


of: ‘the Executive Council (Senator Russell) 


in moving the second reading. I think, 
however, that there should be some dis- 
crimination in regard to legislation affect- 
ing aliens of different races and nations, 
particularly in view of the fact that cer- 
tain aliens were favorable to our Empire 
during the great struggle through which ~ 
we have passed. It does not seem right 
that such persons should be restricted in — 
the same way as subjects of nations who 
were markedly hostile to us. 1 certainly, 
see nothing in this measure that makes 
fer any co-operation between the nations 
which were banded together in the recent — 
titanic conflict, or which will relieve aliens ~ 


who cannot be accused of hostility from 


registering. J:do not know if the Peace 
Treaty affects the situation, but we should _ 
make some discrimination between aliens 
favorable to the Empire and those who ~ 
To group them In a measure 
of this character is not an acknowledg- 
ment of the friendly offices which we-ex- — 
perienced at their hands during the war, 
and which were vital to the lk of oe x 
Empire. A 

Senator Russput.—tThere is to bes & re- 
ciprocal arrangement between countries 
whereby the restrictions can be dispensed 
with on both sides, but that will not. apply a 
to belligerent mations. Hae 

Senator BAKHAP.—If heres is power 
to discriminate, it should not be ‘discre- 
tionary, and there should be a definition — 
of some kind in ‘the measure. Before the 
war an Englishman visiting the Con- 
of moat often . expressed — 





bringing in a measure of this nature. 


fi 
bY 
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strong disapproval of the extensive 
passport system that was employed, 


and notwithstanding the fact that we 


have conquered, we are now adopting: 


the practice which in times of peace we 
regarded as objectionable. Some dis- 
crimination should be made between 
aliens who collectively proved their friend- 
liness and aliens who were the subjects of 
Powers opposing us. I would like the 
Minister in charge of the Bill to give us 
some iurther information in regard to this 
matter. JI do not like to move an 
amendment in this Chamber, constituted 
largely as it is of Government supporters, 
as it may not be particularly favorably 
received. But I urge upon honorable — 
senators the necessity of considering the 
desirableness of making some discrimina- 
tion in the direction I have indicated. 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence) [3.35|.—Perhaps I 
may, be excused for intervening at this 
juncture on this question, but I desire to 
make some comments in consequence of 
our experiences during the recent war. It 
is quite true that Great Britain had fewer 
regulations of this character than possibly 
any other civilized country, but any one 
visiting Great Britain to-day would learn 
that public opinion has changed. Britons 
now realize that they can never go back 
to the haphazard system previously in 
operation. One great difficulty ex- 
perienced in Great Britain—and we had 
the same difficulty to some degree in 
Australia—was that they had no record 
of the aliens in their midst, whereas other 
countries knew exactly where they were. 
We had to proceed by a laborious, costly, 
and somewhat inefficient method of ascer- 
taining where our aliens were located. It 
“must be understood that this measure is 
not directed against the subjects of any 
particular country, but the war has de- 
monstrated that every nation must, endea- 
vour to protect itself. Our Allies of to- 
day may be our enemies to-morrow. No 
country could be cited as more easy-going. 
in a sense, than the United States of 
America, and not only during the war; 
but before the United States of America 
entered the conflict, that country went to 
the extreme in. this regard, and. out-dis- 
tanced anything that any other’ country 
had done in regard to control of its alien 
population. Was it for the mere desire 
to interfere with the liberties of others? | 
No. It was a matter of self-preservation. 
Notwithstanding the enormous alien 


7 he ae nie"; ee 
mt nf or! f 
Fe era he tin 










tynmitlntion the Thies Stétes of Fae. 


had within her borders before she entered 
the war, she knew exactly where Chey 
were located, and took all the sag 
measures to have them watched. a ae 

Senator BaxHap.—An oven eka iae iS 
majority ‘was favorable to the adeele of 
the United States. Mere G: 

Senator PEARCE.—Yes ; but a large. 
number were not only willing to injure | 
her, but did attempt to do so. Owing to _ 
her perfect organization when a neutral, 
which was put into operation before she | 
declared war, the aliens in that country 
were helpless, because when they made a 
hostile move they were swept into intern- 
ment camps in thousands. 

Senator Baxnap.—There were very fow 
overt cases of hostility. 

‘Senator PEARCE.—I attribute that 
to the fact, that in the first ‘‘ bag ’”’ they 
had all the heads of the German organiza- _ 
tions, and that was, to a large extent, our ne 
experience in Australia, as the records of 
the Defence Departmen t; will prove. 

Senator Baxnar.—But we had no mea- 
sure of this description. | 

Senator PEARCE.—But we had the © 
regulations under the War Precautions. 
Act: Surely we have to recognise that, 
under the present disturbed state of the i" 
world, no. country can afford to ae ‘ 
back to that free and easy Heh 
that existed before. . When » the — 
world has settled down and! be-- 
come peaceful, we may be able’ to 
relax and throw away all these cater oe 
guards. One has only to look round 
the world to-day to see that, mals 
from the question of war and force. of — 
that kind, there is another element at 
work in every civilized country for the 
overthrow of organized society as we know — 
it, and that this movement is angely 
‘engineered and carried on in every — 
country by aliens. One of the weapons 
by which we can keep control of them, . 
or keep an eye on them, will be the | 
registration of aliens. — Is it not tha 
-announced intention of the great Boy 
shevik power of Russia, by force or other ip 
means, to overthrow the other nations of — 
the world, or their organized forms of © 
government? Is it not a fact. that that . 
power is spending huge sums of money 
to send its agents all over the world? 
The registration of aliens is one means 
by which a nation can keep an eye on 
those people. So long as. they are 4 
peaceable, and prepared to. become: a7 h 


> 




















come here to register; 


La 


Aliens Registration 
ca ae | ee 


RE TY. TURISMO ar aN TAATIMCSTARTORET con e r  enacnarraeetbelsmene essen eeniyhoepetioser cialis 
Government to create a new Department. 
The work is already going on, and as I 
indicated previously, 72,000 aliens have 
already been registered. We do nob 
purpose asking those people to re-register, 
We shall simply transfer their names 


citizens, it is no reflection upon them, 
and does no harm to them to call upon 
them:to register’ but if they show them- 
selves to be enemies, that registration 
then becomes our means of defence and 
of preventing them from bringing about 
loss of life and loss of wealth to 
country. : A | 
_ Senator Baxknap.—That is _ precisely 
“my point—that there should be dis- 
_ crimination in favour of those who not 
only show themselves not hostile to this 


country, but markedly friendly to it and 


its Alles. ee 
Senator PEARCE.—We cannot pre- 
suppose that a man is innocent or hostile. 
We must not discriminate until we are 
sure. We must require aliens when they 
, but when they 
have proved. by long residence and loyal 


conduct, that they are prepared ‘to be- 
- come peaceable and law-abiding citizens, 
and that they had no ulterior motive in: 


- coming here, the Minister has power to 
exempt them. I tell the Committee, as 
the result of what. I saw during the war, 

- and from personal experience of what is 
_ going on in this and every country 
around us, that if we do mot arm our- 
selves with these powers, we shall be 
placing our country at'a disadvantage, 
and depriving it of one of the best means 
of preventing war and disturbance. 

_. Clause agreed to. Be at 
Clause 4 agreed to. 

Clause 5 (Aliens Registration Officers). 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 

[3.44].—Is it the intention of the Govern- 

ment to constitute a police force to do 

the work cf registration, or will the task 
be assigned to officers of the Electoral 

Department, or will special officers be 

_apponted? There is a possibility that 

- by this clause we may be introducing an 

entirely new Department, with great 

powers. Certainly it will have a good 
deal of work to do for a considerable 
time. Although a large number of 
aliens were registered under-the War 

Precautions Act, more will be coming 

here for a number of years, and the more 

people come to this country. the greater 
will be the activity demanded from the 

officers whose task it will be to keep a 

complete record. If there is to be an 

ent.rely new Department, it will involve 
considerable expense. 
Senator RUSSELL . (Victoria — Vice- 

President of the Executive Council) 


-{8.45].—It is not the intention of tho 








GUT 


Bill. 


from the registers made under the War 


Precautions Act to those created under es 
It is intended 
neither to create a new Department MOR ae, 
Most of © ~ 
the work will be done aboard the ships, ae 
where registration will be effected by the 
Customs officers, who are doing the work 
After aliens have ‘been registered 


this so-called civil law. 


to employ a new outside staff. 


now. 
on*a ship, if they settle down in Aus- 


ay 
y 
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tralia and become naturalized, they will 


become ordinary citizens, but if they take 


up their permanent, abode here and do not 


become naturalized, then they will be _ 
compelled to register, 


every foreigner that will be compelled to 


come under that registration, while the — 


tourist, the commercial man, and others 
who wish to go through the country tem- 
porarily, will be free to do so. We have, 
however, a right to know what the for- 
eigner who takes up his permanent abode 


here without becoming naturalized is 
_doing. 


We should be able to put our 
hands on him. The Minister has the 
right under this Bill to grant exemptions, 
and it is possible that America, or other 
countries, will make a friendly inter- 
national arrangement for exemption on 


both sides. 


Probably it is not | 


Still, I do nat know that — 
even that would be good policy to apply > 
indiscriminately, because, some of the 
worst characters that have ever come to 


this country have been the’ off-scourings of 


other nations, kicked out of America, Al- 


though they are not a very large section 
in Australia yet, we ought to take every 
precaution that they do not increase here 
without our knowing all about them. The 


work of registration, instead of increas- 


ing, ought to decrease, as ; 
foreigners who arrive here in the futur 


only those a 


will have to be registered. Poo 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [3.48].— _ 


The Minister has just: said that tourists — 


will not come under the provisions of this 


Bill., 


Senator Russrtt.—I did not say. so. 
They will be registered on the ship. Then — 
they will get a permit to go where they — 
like. ee 


Senator FOLL.—That is all I wanted 
to find out. | Rea. 


T 
' 
st 







an interesting point. 
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Clause agreed to. 
' Clauses 6 and 7 agreed to. 
Clause 8— 


“ 45) pally ‘person who, Ieee in the -execu- 
tion of his duties as a public servant, ‘boards 
any oversea vessel] in the Commonwealth at 


her first port of call, or communicates with | 


any alien on board an oversea vessel at her 
first port of call in the Commonwealth, hefore 
the registration in accordance with this Act 
ef all aliens .on -board has been completed, 
shall be guilty .of an .offence, 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice-. 


President of the 
[3.49].—I move— 
“That after the word ‘\person’’, line 1,’ the 
words ‘‘ (not being the agent for the vessel or 
a person employed by him,)”’ ‘be inserted. 

“ff has been pointed out to us by the 
shipping companies that the clause as it 
stands may delay them in their business. 
The amendment will permit anybody who 


Executive Council) 


has official duties to perform for the. 


owners or agent to go on ‘board before the 
‘registration “officer. 

Senator ROWELL (South Australia) 
[3.50].—Hlow is a person meeting a vessel 


on arrival ata owharf to know that there 


are aliens on board who have not been 


registered? A quite innocent person may: 


‘render himself liable to a very severe 
penalty by boarding a vessel on her 
arrival because there may happen to be 
an alien on board, though he may know 
nothing about it. The onus should, I 
think, be on the shipping people not to 
allow. any one to go on board a ship bring- 
ing aliens to this country until they have 
been registered. . . 

Senator RUSSELL = (Victoria— Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
| 3.51|.—The honorable senator has raised 
In practice it will 
be found that the onus will be thrown on 
the shipping people. It is a fairly com- 
mon thing when a vessel arrives, and the 
- gangways are let down, for people to go 
on board, and, should the vessel have 
aliens on board, such persons would not 
be at all likely to be penalized, whilst the 


master of the ship certainly would be. 


The usual practice is for the officer carry- 
ing out this work to board a-vessel prior 
to any ‘facilities being afforded to the 
general public to board her. If an indi- 
vidual jumped into the water and swam 
to a vessel to board her, his action would 
immediately suggest a motive to evade 


SENATE] 





the law. In practice, the ordinary citizen | 
will probably not be able to get on board — 
a vessel until the registration of any 
aliens on board has been completed, prob- 
ably by an officer who will have boarded | 
the vessel long before she has reached the 
wharf. ‘This. class of work has been ~ 
carried out under the War Precautions 
Act, and I have not heard of a single case — 


of inconvenience to innocent persons asa 


result. We must have complete power to 


deal with persons who would board a — 
vessel for the purpose of evading the law, | 


or enabling some other pare to evade 
it. 

Senator Baxnar.—_is the céeinkeolon 
to take place when some Commonwealth — 


officer is on board the vessel before ong hs 


landing is actwally effected ? | 
‘Senator RUSSELL.— Yes, the ship's 
officers will help in this ‘matter. They — 
will produce a. list of aliens, if any, who 
are on board, and i in many cases the work © 
of the officer under this Bill will be 
merely to copy the ship’s record into higy 
book. 


Senator Baxuap.—The master ae Pentea 


vessel is not supposed to land and pro- 
ceed to a Government office to Berna 
aliens on-board his-vessel? x 

Senator RUSSELL—No; a "Onpkone Gy 
wealth officer, under this Bill, will goon 7 
board a vessel upon her nrrival, or‘ per-) 


haps just, prior to her arrival, and.the 
master of the vessel will not be allowed — 
to land a single passenger until the regis— a 
tration of aliens on board is completed. 


This work is going on to-day without ti 
complaint from any one, and at the same 


time we are securing a valuable record of 


aliens arriving in this country, which ear y 
is necessary that we should have. Cy 
Amendment agreed to. 


Senator CRAWFORD (Quosnsland eS 


[3.54].—In view of the Minister’s expla- By: 


nation, I cannot see what purpose this — 
clause serves. It provides for the punish- 


ment of persons who go on board a vessel 
before certain ithings are done, and the 
‘Minister tells us that no one is allowed to — 


go on board a vessel until they have been 
done. I agree with Senator Rowell that i: 


no one can know whether there are aliens _ 
on board a vessel or not, nor will‘a ‘person 


desiring to board a ray at once on her 
arrival know whether he has been pre- 
ceded by. an officer under this oe oe 
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| ‘bet we ie has secured the oe 
tion of any aliens who may be on board. 
It seems to me that the clause is me 
. wonecessary. 

_ Senator Pearce. suture a persorr 
forces his way up the gangway on the 
t. arrival of a vessel. 

* Senator CRAWFORD.—That would 
ae b6 » wilfully boarding the vessel, 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 

President of the Executive Council) 
 [3.56}—I see the point which Senator 
_ Orawford makes, and though it is quite 
 elear to my mind that it is not intended 


under this clause to penalize such inno- 


- cent. persons: as the honorable senator re- 

fers to, I would have no objection to the 

- insertion of the word “ wilfully.” I point 

- out, however, that. it would be very diffi- 
cult, to prove that a person “ wilfully ” 

_ boarded a vessel because it is a question 

of intention. 

_ officers 


-of Australia have a .reputa- 


_ of this kind, and they are not likely, upon 


| being invested with this power, to abuse it. 


in dealing with ordinary citizens. 
Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
B: 57|.—I believe that the onus in this 


matter should be thrown on the master 


or agent of the ship, who will be in a 
position to. know whether the provisions 
of the law in respect of the registration 
of aliens brought to Australia have been 
complied. with, to prevent any one coming 
on board until the Commonwealth officer 


has completed. the registration of any 


aliens who may be on. board. 


‘Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[3.58] Unquestionably the’ man who 
forces himself on board a vessel upon her 
arrival, or who gets into a small boat in 
order to board a vessel, will not be acting 
innocently, and should be dealt with 
under this clause. It is quite a common 
thing for men to force themselves on 
board vessels at Fremantle, and ships 
often carry more passengers leaving that 
port than they had when arriving at it. 
This clause will not in any way affect 
law-abiding citizens who board vessels on 
their arrival without intention to do any 

wrong. Senator Crawford believes that 
the onus of preventing persons boarding 
_ a vessel until the registration of aliens on 
‘hoard. has been emer should be 








fe Max 1990:] 


The police and Customs. 


tion all over the world for courtesy. and. 
politeness in the performance of duties’ 


, complete 
fingers and thumbs to be taken, shall be guilty 


Bil. pita ie 
thrown on the ship’sy master, or shinee 
company. I may tell him that the regia 77, 
lations will probably provide that. the 
ship’s master shall have a list of aliens 
on board the vessel prepared for the 
Commonwealth officer ‘actmg under this — 
Bill, Tf any person is anxious to get 
an alien quickly off a boat before he is 





registered, and because he may have some > 


criminal record in another country, shag 

person should certainly be liable to s 

punishment for breaking the. law. — ao ; 

have said I have no objection to the use 

of the word “wilfully,” but it is a very x 

diffictlt matter to prove wilful intention — 

to do wrong, and I feel sure that in actual — 

operation it will be found that the clause 

will do no injury to innocent: persons. oy 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. LE 
Clause 9— Ay 
An aliens registration officer or other officer 

acting under this Act may require an alien (if — 

he can write) to write his usual signature on 

any form or other document, and to allow a. 

print of his fingers and thumbs or any of 

them. to be taken on any form or other docu- 

ment; and: any alien who refuses to write his — 

signature, or writes a signature which is not 

his usual signature, or who refuses to allow a 

and legible print of any of his - 


of an offence. 
£100. or 


Penalty: imprisonment for six 
months. utes 
Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoria). 


{3.59|—I think that the provision for 
the taking of thumb prints might very 
well be omitted from this clause. There — 
is a nasty suspicion of criminality in de- 
manding the thurhb print of any person. 
Senator Russert. — It is intended to 
apply the provision only to persons sus- 
pected of bein’ criminals. he 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—That may be _ 
so, but under this clause any one appar- 
ently may be suspected of being a erimi- 
nal, and asked to allow a print of his 
fingers and thumbs to be taken.. I would 
like the Minister to,say whether a simi- 
lar provision is in operation in any. other : 
part of the world. I have not heard of 
this being done in any civilized country. 
The alien will have to write his or nee 
signature, and will. have passports 
examined in other parts of the world, and 
I therefore do not think that this drastic” 
provision is necessary. If the Minister is 
able to give reasons to show that such 4. 
provision is necessary to keep out 
criminals, I shall have to withdraw my 
objection, but I do not know of any good 
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‘igeason: for it, and I should inks eapeouille 


to know whether what is proposed is done 
in any other»part of the world? 

Senator ,RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[4.1].—I need not emphasize the value of 
finger prints in the detection of criminals. 

Senator Baxuap.—They are not ac- 
cepted as absolute evidence. 

Senator RUSSELL.—That may be, but 
it is very helpful in dealing with criminals 
to ‘be able to exchange with the authori- 
ties in other parts of the world copies of 
the thumb prints of notorious criminals. 
If we get the information, for instance, 
that a man on board a certain vessel com- 
ing to Australia is suspected of being.a 
notorious criminal, it is not an unreason- 
able thing for us to take his thumb print 
when he arrives here. 
not apply to the ordinary citizen. An- 
other phase of the question is that, to 
Europeans, all Chinese and people of other 
Eastern races appear to be very much 
alike, and this would be a _ convenient 
means of distinguishing between them. It 
has been known for many years that 
Chinese have returned to China and other 
Chinamen have come to Australia on their 
passports. We should have a perfect re- 
cord of aliens landing in this country if 
their thumb prints were taken. This pro- 
vision is not at all likely to ‘be abused, 
though, of course, I know that any law 
may be abused. 

Senator BaxHap.—The Minister prob- 
ably is aware that the taking of thumb 


_ prints has been the cause of a great deal 


of feeling between some Indian-British 
subjects and ourselves. 

Senator RUSSHLL.—That may have 
been so, 


monwealth and the Indian Government 
in connexion with the matter, and there 
is no dissatisfaction about it at the pre- 
sent time. 

Senator Baxuap.—Indians who are 
British subjects are dissatisfied, whatever 
the Indian Government may say. 

Senator RUSSELL.—One of the de- 
fects of our legislation for the detection 
of criminals is that it is not complete 
enough. I feel sure that no abuse is 
likely to take place under this provision, 
and it is necessary for the protection of 
the community against some of the wolves 
of society who are raging round the world 
to-day. 


This provision will | 


but I can inform the honorable. 
‘senator that quite satisfactory arrange- 
ments have been made between the Com- 





Senator GRANT. ae iBouth Wea 
[4.3].—It is all very well for the Minister — 
to say that this particular clause will not. 


be abused, and that it will protect us aie 


from the ‘‘ wolves’’ who are roaming — 
round: the world, and contemplating com- — 
ing to Australia. We have had no in-— 
formation given to justify the passing OL i 
such a very drastic eae and I : 
therefore move— | 
That the words “and to allow a print of his 


fingers and thumb, or any of them, to be taken 
on any form or other document ” be left out. 


During the war a great deal of drastic © 
legislation was necessary, but I do not 


believe that it is wise to continue the 
operation of the War Precautions Act in — 


this form. We have no information that 
any considerable number of criminals are : 
likely to come to this country. 9 
Senator Szntor.—They will not aceite ; 
us that they are cone you may ccpeae: ok 
upon that, . ty 
Senator GRANT.—We have not been 


advised that they are likely to come here, 
or that many have come to Australia _ 
It is exceedingly 


during recent years. | 
offensive to many people to have a police- — 


man demand from them a print of their 
The war is over, and the neces- 
sity for much of this legislation ceased 
Probably the measure — 
will never be utilized, except for the pur- 
Only a very — 
limited number of people coming to Aus- _ 
tralia are likely to be dangerous to, this 
In view of the objection . 
which will be raised to it by persons who 
may desire to enter Australia and remain 
here as citizens, it will be wise for us to 
strike out the latter portion of this clause. oe 


thumbs. 
with the war. 


pose of securing records. 


community, 


[ therefore move— 
That the words 


left out. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN. . (Vicwomay 


[4.6]—I would like the Vice-President 
of the Executive Council (Senator Rus- 
sell) to tell us whether legislation in re- 
gard to finger prints has been enacted say 


any other part of the world. aa 
Senator RussExt. a in the United | ie 
States of America. an 
Senator FATRBAIRN.—I take it that | 
there is no question that this provision 
will not be applied to the general bape 
but only to suspicious cases. | 






“and to allow a. Nie “68 HS 
his fingers and thumbs or any of them to be 
taken on any form or other document ” bee i 


nals. 
is an alien; but, because of that, ought: 


Pu aAChs 
irritation which it will cause to decent 


=i 
a ee 
seen te 
peek e 


‘te ne: 1020, 


‘ Bill 
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“ fens ee a te néie which I 
‘ have “upon the subject reads: “It is not 
the practice to obtain thumb or finger 
_ prints except in the case of suspected 
ig criminals, or where it would be a useful 
“means of tracing coloured immigrants 
who have entered the ern 
a eeelly.” 
Senator SENIOR (South Je aaiee 
fy age 7|.—Under clause 6, every child of an 
alien resident in the Commonwealth will 


be required, upon attaining the age of 


' sixteen years, to register as an alien, and 
_ there is nothing in the measure to show 
that such a child’s finger prints shall not 

be taken. The Bill covers all persons 
entering the Commonwealth who are not 
of British origin, and also their children 
when they attain the age of sixteen years. 
It must not be forgotten, too, that the 
same officer will not always administer 
the Act. Yet it is proposed that thumb 
prints shall be regarded as conclusive 
_ evidence of the identity of an alien, even 
although such prints in relation to a 
criminal are not so regarded by a Court 
of law. I fear that the clause will be 
productive of much irritation, without 
furnishing the conclusive proof of iden- 
tity which is necessary. For example, 
a criminal desirous of entering the Com- 
monwealth, could, shortly before his ar- 
‘rival in Australia, use a piece of pumice- 
stone on his thumbs, so that the imprint 
- would not be a. good one. We have not 
yet reached the stage when. such a pro- 
vision as is embodied in this clause is 
needed. Under the criminal law we deal 
with individuals not because they are 
foreigners, but because they are crimi- 
A man who comes from Norway 


we to treat him as a criminal? 

Senator Russerz. — The suggestion 
only comes from the honerayie senator 
himself. 

Senator SENIOR.—If a man came 
here with a criminal record, his passport 
ought to show something of what he is. 

Senator Russerr.—But that type of 
man would have a forged passport. 

Senator SENIOR.—If he comes here 
with a forged passport we should pro- 
_ bably know, and the police could then 
ae object to the clause because of the 


persons entering the Commonwealth. 


} 





forged passport, 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive 
[4.13|.— Judging by the remarks 
Senator Senior, one would imagine that 
under this | 


Australia and say, 
his finger should, 
be taken.” 
which the measure will be administered. 
As a rule, officers 


prints 


to base their suspicion. To imagine a 


Customs officer going down to a vessel 
and saying to an ordinary, well-behaved 
“Come oma ty 
suspect you to be a criminal, and there- — 


American or Norwegian, 


fore I intend to take your finger prints,”’ 
is simply ridiculous. It imposes too big 
a tax upon one’s credulity. But where 
a man is fleeing from justice. upon a 


obviously we ought to. 
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Council) — ' 
ot be 


Bill we intend that officers 
shall board a boat upon her arrival in ~ 
“J think that this 
man or that man is.a criminal, and that — 

Ntee OL ca 
That is not ‘the way sa 


do not take ac © 
tion without definite evidence upon which ~ 


have the power to arrest him. Other-. 


wise, it would be better to have no law at 
all upon the subject. We wish to have the 
power to deal with spies and criminals 
who desire to come here. At the present 


time, there are not many of that class in 


We. 


Australia, and thank God for it. 
do not warit them. But to- -day every 


country in the world is legislating to ex-— 
The In-° 


clude this type of immigrant. 
dustrial Workers of the World men, for 


example, who are being pushed out of | 


America and Canada, are naturally look- 
ing round for the best country to which 
they may go. These men have actually 
tried to enter Australia in limited num- 
bers. Are we to welcome them? Ifa 


man is a criminal, it ought to be an obli- © 
gation on the part of his own country to. 


keep him there. Yet Senator Senior 


wishes to offer him asylum here. 


T had® 


hoped that the world had advanced be-_ | 


yond the stage when legislation of this _ 
But from the .- 


kind would be required. 
experience through which we haye passed, 


we know that if Australia is not protected _ 
she will be. 


during the next ten years, 
faced with serious peril because of the 
influx of undesirable aliens. 


under this Bill, for a child of an alien 


resident in the Commonwealth to register 


upon attaining the age of sixteen years, 


A lad of alien parents who enters the 


Senator - 
Senior has referred to the necessity, 


Commonwealth at fourteen years of age ae 


is not required to register; 


but the 
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| "moment he sche anne years e age 


he is obliged to register. Why? Be- 
cause he is a man. We all know that 
boys of sixteen years of age were heroes 
during the late war. If the son of an 
alien resident in the Commonwealth 
registers at sixteen years of age, there 
will be no trouble whatever, because he 
will have obeyed the law; but if he 
‘refuses to dynes we must have power 
to compel him to do so. I ask honorable 
‘senators to remember that we are living 
in a British country, and that Australian 
and British officers will administer this 
Measure at most of our “ports. 
matter of fact, more consideration has 
been extended by those officers to persons 


whose cases were on the border-line than 


would be extended to them by any other 
country in the world. 
point of the courtesy which they exhibit 
to: persons entering the Commonwealth, 
our officers are almost perfection. They 
are well-behaved, tactful, and resource- 
ful. They perform many acts of kind- 
ness to the travelling public, and may 
_ safely be trusted to exercise these powers 
‘in a reasonable way. 

Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [4.18]. 
—I would point out that under the de- 
finition clause an alien is defined as a 
person who is not of British nationality. 
Whilst the Vice-President of ‘the Execu- 
tive Council (Senator Russell) was speak- 
ing a little while ago, I made one or two 
-Interjections régarding our Indian fellow- 
subjects, and I now ask him whether 
under this Bill a pleat Indian will be 
an alien ? 

Senator Russeiz ae will not. 

Amendment negatived. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clause 10— 

Upon the registration of an alien in accord. 


ance with this Act, a certificate of registration 
im accordance with such of the prescribed 


forms as is applicable to the case shall be. 


issued to him. 


Senator SENIOR (South Aaa 
{4. 201.—There. is nothing in this clause 


to prevent an alien who has been regis- 


tered from transferring his -registration 
certificate to another individual. It is 
his property, but he should be prohibited 
‘from parting with it, 

Senator .RUSSELL (Vectome: 
President .of the Executive Council) 
{4.21}. —An alien upon - registration: will 
receive a certificate, but bond fide tourists 
will be permitted to travel without restric- 
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mental officials will be euided by thei 
Vice- 







ae Thee oaelne pill” in fact! be 
an assistance rather than’ a hindrance to 
any man who wishes to ‘travel - through 
this country. 


Senator SENIOR (South: Anstey 
[4 .23].—The Minister appears to have 
missed my point. I was referripg to the 
possibility of an alien parting with his 
registration certificate to some other alien, 
in much the same manner as voters’ oer- 
tificates have in the past been transferred 
from one voter to another.: a 

Senator Russeiy.—tif we catch any 
alien doing that we will give him six — 
months. That is one of the penalties. — 


Senator SENIOR.—But the clause does 
not state definitely that the transfer of a 
registration certificate shall be an unlaw- “| 
ful act. 

Senator Russert.—I think clause 12 
covers the position porary. 

_ Clause agreed to. 

Clause 11 (Alien to report change. of 
place of abode). 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [4. oA] —, eh 
When the Bill was in its” noone catia) 
stage I referred to the position of tourists, — 
and I should, like now to know if tourists 
having passports will be called mp) fo 
notify changes of address. tee 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria a 
President of the Executive Council) 
[4.25].—Tourists properly credentialled—_ 


y 




















I have in mind business mén and 
visitors—will experience no difficulty 
at all. After registering on board 


the incoming vessel ‘prior to disem 
barkation, they will be able to travel 
without. restrichioms: But if an alien 
makes Australia his permanent place of 
abode, and does not become naturalized, — 
he must register, and if he wishes to 
change his ‘permanent address he must 
re-register in much the same manner as— 
electors are required to re-register on our 
electoral rolls when they change their 
permanent. address. This procedure. ds 
necessary in order to have a complete _ i 
record of aliens in Australia. tye 

Senator Foru.—But is it not possible aM 
that objectionable aliens might come in 
under the guise of tourists? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The 





sae 


papers. If aliens are properly ‘crede: 
tialled they will enjoy a aon deal 
freedom. Q 
Clause en ia t 
Cater 12 (Charge of mame). 
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Senator SENIOR eae . 


| [4 29]. —This clause penalizes an alien 
who uses a false name, but, not an alien 
who. may have transferred, his certificate. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 


a President of the Executive Council) 


[4.30].—An alien whose name may be 


“* Schlinck,’’ and who .without permis- 


' sion, calls himself ‘‘ O’ Reilly, m will ‘be 


. penalized under this clause. During the 
war quite a number of aliens were con- 


victed for having changed their names. 


without authority, but I understand that 
Australian-born Germans, for instance, 
may do so without any notification. The 
purpose of the clause is te, retain control 
_ over aliens. 

Clause agreed to. 


Clause 13 (Register of ain to be kept. 


by hotelkeepers, é&c.). 

Senator BAKHAP (‘Pasmania) [4 32]. 
—I have no hesitation in expressing my 
disapproval of this clause, which, in my 
opinion, is wholly unnecessary. While 
a.case may be made out for the ae radii: 
tien of such a measure as this, I look at 
it askance, for the simple reason that the 


British Empire deservedly enjoys a very 


high reputation for having’ dispensed 


with legislation of this kind and’ the pass- _ 


port system, and has come through her 
recent difficulties quite as satisfactorily 
as any of those other nations which: set 
such great value upon this: system of 
_ registration.. My concern in regard: to. 
_ one feature of the measure was for those 
who may be termed friendly aliens—the 
people of those countries that. were allied 
with us during the recent. war; but. as the 
Senate was not with me, I did not pursue 
my effort to discriminate between them 
and enemy aliens. My concern now is 
for a very deserving class of Australians. 
I refer to those who cater for the enter- 
tainment and refreshment of’ the general 
public. I want to know why hotelkeepers 


and lodging-house keepers should be put 


to all the trouble. of ascertaining the 
nationality of every man who seeks. ac- 
commodation. The clause is quite super- 
fluous, and, I think, unworkable. ~ 
Senator 
will be called upon to register everybody. 


Senator Russerr, -—Who- ait on his 


premises. 


Senator BAKHAP whee docs that. 


mean? I might take a meal or two on 
hotel prémises, and [ would be “ “oda a 
there. 4 


te Max, Tbe) Hi 


that: he is not an alien. 
that most of the aliens in Australia are 


‘Crawrorp. —An hotelkeeper 





Senator’ 
refers to “every person.” 
specify “alen” ‘at all. 

Senator BAKHAP.—That is so. 
clause 3 reads— 


Tt does not. 


It. shall. be the duty of every. person. ane : 
stays at an hotel, inn, boardinghouse, or lodg- | 


inghouse, to furnish to the keeper thereof, and — 


sign, a statement containing such information — a ; 
as the keeper requires for the: purpose of com- | 


piling the register. provided for the purpose ~ 
of this section, and if any person. fails to do ~ 


so, or gives any false information, he Shall ae 


be guilty of an offence. 


It appears, therefore, that it will oi ae 
duty of everybody who stays at an hotel © 


Crawrorp. — Sub-clause. 3: 


Sub- sat) 





or lodging-house to give certain informa- 


tion and apprise the landlord of the fact 


-Easterm Asiatics or of the Caucasian 
race. And the real trouble is 


the Caucasian race, but probably with 
aliens of that race who are highly edu- 
yeated and able to speak our 
without any trace of a foreign accent. 
If these men come to Australia and run 
the gauntlet of our Customs and registra- 
tion officers they will not go to the hotels 
and, public establishments, but. to certain 


private boearding-houses, where they will 


be in eollusion with friends of their owm 
nationality, who will always be prepared: 
to give them all the shelter that. is neces- 
sary. The first thing that happens in 


framing our Australian enactments seems — 


to be thé placing of an onerous duty on 
keepers. of hotels or boarding and lodg-— 
ing-houses. Happily: we are in a posi- 
tion of being an insular Dominion, ‘and, 


extensive though it is, it 1s encompassed 
with what I hope will always be am in= 


violate sea. Lf we can keep these people — 


out of our ports as the result of an ex- — 


not | 
likely to be with aliens who aré not of 


language _ 


It may be said 


amination by Customs House: and Bac Ne 


tration officers, well and good, But if 
incoming aliens on board a vessel are 
closely examined and run the gauntlet, it 
is too much to expect an unfortunate 


hotelkeeper to be the discriminating face 


tor. 


army of officials to see that hovetkeee 
observed the law. 
Senator BAKHAP.—Of 


would. 


course it? 


in a rush of business, to make full 
inquiries into the nationality of his 


Senator Crawrorp.—It would ian ain 





The keeper of such an establish- ; 
ment as I have mentioned has not time, 
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| customers, and if he did so, his action 
would be resented by 99 per cent. of Aus- 


tralian travellers. Is he going to make such 
personal inquiries as those embodied in 


the Bill and demand their nationality, 


date of arrival, date of departure, and 
their destination after leaving his pre- 
mises? [| feel sure in regard to this 
clause that in opposing it I will have the 
support of honorable senators: 

Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoria) [4.39]. 
—As has been pointed out by Senator 


Bakhap, this clause. is entirely unneces- — 


sary. The class of aliens whose move- 
ments we desire to record are not 
finely to) #0) 40. an, aotel! ora 
lodging-house. The Minister in charge 


of the Bill (Senator Russell) has al- 
ready stated that undesirable aliens are 
clever individuals, and are difficult to 
eatch, and if this provision becomes law 
it will be found that such persons will 
not seek accommodation at public board- 
ing éstablishments, but will secure accom- 
modation with their friends. The pro- 
posed legislation would cause a tremen- 


dous lot of inconvenience to the travel- 


ling public, but it would not have the de- 
sired. effect. If an undesirable alien 
‘were to temporarily reside at an hotel, I 
do not think there would be the slightest 
chance of him recording his proper name. 
Senator Forzr.—How could an hotel- 
keeper discover that he was an alien? 
Senator FAIRBAIRN. — It is only 
natural that in many cases he would give 
a false name. 
is of any use, and if it becomes law: it 
will be abused. I have no objection. to 
obeying the laws of the land at the re- 
quest of Government officers, but I take 
strong exception to ordinary citizens hav- 
ing governmental powers delegated to 
them. There are good, bad, and indif- 
ferent hotalkeepers, and some might make 
it particularly objectionable to travellers 
if they were in possession of such exten- 


sive authority. I hope the Minister 
will not endeavour to pass this 
clause, because it would not be, of 


any use, seeing that the class of people 
whom the Government desire to register 
would have every opportunity of evading 
its provisions, 

Senator KEATING (Pasmania) [4.40]. 
—I, too, hope the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council (Senator Russell) will 
_seethe wisdom of abandoning this clause 
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must also be small. 


IT do not think the clause 


eee 


where, or framed by sore draftsman who 
knows nothing of the experiences in other 
countries under similar legislation. 
such is not the case, the 
are adopting cumbersome 
which will achieve very little good. The 


Governineas 


Ths 






Wi can Cay think he es te Ch 
adopted from legislation in force else- 


machinery 


number of aliens in re aslegi age masts be | 


very small. 


Senator Rescate. —Seventy- four ee eS , 


sand. 


Senator KEATING. —We do not as 
sume that they are all undesirable aliens, 
The percentage who are of that class must 
The percentage of incoming 


be very small. 
aliens who could be classed as undesirable 
‘Those who are unde- 
sirable—those whom it would be necessany 
to keep some 
the provisions of this 


clause, and 


record of—would elude — 


would conceal their identity as much as — 


possible. 


It is not to be supposed for a 4 


moment that they would give true and ~ 
full*information when demanded by an — 


hotelkeeper, as 


nation. 


in the United Kingdom. 
Senator Russetut.—And it still is. 
Senator KEATING.—By 


regulations _ 
under the Defence of the Realm Act. 
And, those of us who were in Great, Bri- — 
tain during the war know that, in going — 
from an hotel in one place to an hotel 
in another, the keepers of such establish- 


it would be an easy 
matter for them to give a wrong name, or 
incorrect information as to the date of — 
arrival and departure and probable desti- 
Whilst. the war was in progress — 
some such provision as this was in force 


ments were compelled to provide some ~ 
such particulars as are required under © 


this provision. 


The position was that as 
soon as a'person desired to register, he <3 
was handed a slip which he had to fill in, — 
but how it was filled in the proprietor of by 
-an hotel did not care in the least. ma 
‘some instances, a boarder would be sup- 


Tn 


plied with a printed slip’ when he desired — 
to register, and, in some cases, it wovl? 
be awaiting him when ‘his room had been — 


allotted. 
boarders’ 


Whether © 


the slips left in — 
rooms were returned, I do not 


know, but, at any rate, the proprietors _ 


of such establishments did not care what 
such circum-— fd 
What does — 
It does not confine — 
the obligation to the ear but) 


they contained. Under 
stances, what is to be expected? 
whole procedure is valueless. 
this clause provide? © 
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lodginghouse-keepers. Sub-clauses | 5» is 
provide— | 


6 ) For the purposes of this. sation the ex- 
pression “keeper of a lodginghouse” shall in- 
clude any person who for “reward receives any 
other person to lodge with him or in_ his 
house; and where any hotel, inn, boarding- 
house, or lodginghouse is under the manage- 
ment of a manager, the expression “ keeper ” 
shall in relation thereto include the manager. 

(6) The fact that the rooms or any of the 
rooms in a house are let unfurnished shall not 
prevent the house from being deemed to be a 
lodginghouse for the purpose\of this section. 

Penalty: One hundred Bonga or imprison- 
ment for six months. 


In Melbourne, Sydney, and elsewhere, 
there is a great tendency for people to 
_live in flats, and such persons either rent 
furnished or unfurnished rooms in a 
building. It is preposed to ask the 
owners of these buildings to keep a 
register of the name, nationality, date of 


arrival, previous place of abode, if arrived . 


by vessel the name of the vessel, date of 


_ departure, &c., of persons desiring to se- - 


‘cure accommodation. Whatever facilities 
may be provided in an hotel in the way 
of an office for attending to the location 
.of rooms, and for arranging for the dis- 
position of a vacated room, we know that, 
in practice, boarding and lodginghouse- 
keepers, and the owners of flats, have no 
facilities of that character. We know 
from practical experience that the owners 
of hotels with the facilities they have: for 


carrying out a provision of this kind 


faithfully and honestly endeavour to com- 
ply with the law. But what could we ex- 
pect from others? This would be ia. bur- 


densome provision, and it would impose. 


the obligation on such persons to act as 
detectives when there is reason to suspect 
that incoming aliens are undesirable, 
when, after all, the percentage that may 
- be so ‘regarded is , exceptionally small. 
We cannot ‘track ’’ down such people by 
a provision of this nature, as the persons 
we desire to have registered will take 
good care that their movements are not 
followed. They will be too elusive to come 
under such a provision, and it will merely 
be a matter of beating the air, and im- 
posing a great burden upon hotelkeepers, 
and those conducting pontine and lodg- 
inghouses and flats. 


Senator CRAWFORD ih Gocsksiand) 
[4.48].—I am opposed to the whole clause, 
and particularly sub-clause 3, because its 
Sane will apply not only to aliens, 

f 
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“but to “ every person 


Bill. 


>? 


the places mentioned. 


Senator Kratinc.—But it does. 


Senator CRAWFORD.—I do not think : 
it, will be applied in that way, but it cer- 


1841 
who may stay at 


I do not think it) 
should be made to apply to all persons. 


tainly will affect every person who has a A 
name which hotelkeepers and others sus- — 


pect as being foreign. The Vice-Pre- 


sident of the Executive Council (Sena- — 
there 
are 74,000 aliens in the Commonwealth, — 

remember that there — 
number than that — 


tor Russell) has stated that 


but he must 
is a much larger 
who bear foreign names, 


or names 


which may reasonably be ‘suspected of 
‘being foreign. 


The clause in its present 
form would impose an indignity upon a 


great many loyal citizens of the Common- 
wealth, many of whom. played their part” 


in the recent war. 
‘a : : 
which appear foreign, but which we know 


have been Pritish for centuries, and hun- — 


dreds of thousands of loyal citizens to 
whom this clause would apply would very 
naturally resent the action of hotelkeepers 
in this regard. The clause will serve no 
good purpose. In fact, it will not serve 


any purpose at all, unless a considerable 


staff is maintained at some central office, 
to which all the lists will have to be 


There are many names — 


sent at stated intervals by hotelkeepers | 


and others. 
the lists to be analyzed and recorded. 


Senator Barxuap.—Weeks after 


event. 


Senator CRAWFORD.—Yes. 


vote against the clause. 


Senator RUSSELL 
President of the Executive 
[4.51].—Although the criticism of the 
clause has been very severe, I do not 


I shall 





(Victoria 


think it will cause so much trouble as has: 


been predicted. One would think that 
honorable senators shared the popular im- 
pression that officers carrying out public 
duties went round Australia with a ham- 
mer, with the intention of hitting people 
on the head with it. There is a basic 
principle behind this Bill. Hither we 
want to register aliens or we do not. If 


It will then be necessary for — 


the | 


View 
Council) © 


rs 


we do, they must be followed irrespective | 


of where they lodge. 


The tourist and — 


commercial man will be given permits, — ne 
and these provisions will apply only to | 


that class of foreigner who wants to live — - 


© 


4 hae jut. not to eas a. Seat eel he 
tralian. 

ground for suspecting the bona 
such a person. 


= 


There is reasonable 
fides. of 
7 If}a man has a big busi- 
ress, and, for some special reason which 
is acceptable to the Minister, does. not de- 
sire to become naturalized, he gets an ex- 
emption. 
‘Senator Baxnar.—You will not permit 
many foreigners to become naturalized. 


eitizen. 


Senator RUSSELL.—I ‘do not think 
_ there is any objection to a Norwegian or ' 
an American becoming naturalized, but 


there are other aliens who apparently, no 


- business people, they will be able to do 


matter how long they live here, never 


wish to become citizens of Australia, and 
only, do so for specifie reasons connected 
with the transfer of property, or, in some 
eases, in order to draw old-age pensions. 
It is stretching the meaning of sub-clause 
3 to say that te every person,” who stays 
at an hotel. must furnish these particu- 
Jars. It simply means that a publican 


may put certain questions to any person 


who, he thinks, is an alien. A man may 


geome to a publican, and in a gutteral voice 


assert that his name is Charles Brown, 
although there is no doubt about his 
being’ a German. 
a decent place will insult a traveller who 


is evidently of British extraction by ask- 


ing him these questions. I candidly ad- 
mit that if hotelkeepers are not sensible 


- the things which have- been insinuated, 


but if we want a correct record of aliens 
in Australia, it 1s necessary to have some 
such provision. I am mot enthusiastic 
about this class of legislation, but we 
must consider the position of Australia 
-during the next few years. Senator Bak- 


hap claimed that Great Britain did not 
tolerate such restrictive laws.. Undoubtedly 
_ before the war it was.our boast that Great 


the war proved’ that. those people had an-. 


Great. Britain. 
thousands of such foreigners were not. 


Britain was: an asylum of peace and. in- 
dustry which welcomed every political re- 
volutionary and reformer from other 
parts of the world, but experience during 


ether job im hand:.when they went to 
I am not sure that many 


privately subsidized by Governments: that 


' desired to bleed the very heart. of the Em- 


law in Great Britain to-day, 
A Re hace an exact repli jew oF it im all 


T have here a copy of what is the 
and our Bill 


pire. 


ee | 
_ Bakhap, so that-he may estimate the - ot 


passed /by Parliament. 


No publican who keeps. 


_Pau’s mission was named Siegfried. He 


fend a man by asking his name. The pub- 


Empire, have not had the same trouble 
as) has been experienced in Britain; 


aliens, and we should earry out our part. 


“not total exclusiow of aliens for all time, 
but: the taking of precautions dictated by 


happen 








Ly can. ee ie hoe ea ae 


“freedom ” which the Old: Country i is now ~ 
conferring on foreigners. It is headade 
“Aliens Order 1919,” and is dated 18th — 
August,.1919. It was, therefore, passed. _ 
after the armistice, anid not eee any 
war panic. — 

Senator Kearrne. og is not a Statute 
Tt was made 
under “ Dora”—the Defence of the. — 
Realm Act. Dy adnan : 

Senator Prarcr.—It was made under eh 
the Aliens Act. | i 
Senator RUSSELL—It “provides, in 


one part, that it shall be the duty of the 


keeper of any premises specified to. keep 
a register of all persons staying on the | 
premises who are aliens and not under thle 3 
age of sixteen years: The same par- 
ticulars are demanded there as we ask for. _ 
Senator Crawrorp.—According to this — 
clause, it is an offence for any person, not — 
necessarily an alien, not to supply the in- 
formation asked for by the hotelkeeper. a 
Senator RUSSELL—To how many 
people will these questions be put? Does 
any honorable senator imagine that on 
member of this Chamber would be re- 
garded with suspicion by a hotelkeeper? 
No sensible business man would insult 
his customers in that: way. aN 


Senator Baxuapr. —QOne 


me - 


of - Genet ah ; | 














was an Alsatian. Is not that name Seah 
man enough for you? § 


Senator RUSSELL.—You nie not of 


lican is not expected to get every detail 
correct. His duty is. honestly. to. endea- 
vour to get the information. We in this 
country, although part of the Britis 


but, as part. of the Empire, we: have i : 
accepted equal responsibilities with the © 
British Government in dealing with 


The policy of the British Government. is 





experience. We should take similar care, 
until the world becomes normal. Peres i 
sort of legislation will probably die ia 
few years, but. we do not. know what may See 
in. the near future, and we 
should follow the example of fae 





ese iene when’ Paead | High eae BE pro- Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5.3]— _ 
-bably ‘more as a war measure than as a The Vice-President of the Executive — 
civil measure, not for the purpose of Council, in the course of his able 
- stimulating war, but rather to prevent it. reply, conveyed the impression that the — 
I know the sentiment we in Australia arguments of Senator Keating, Stalls! 
have always had about these things, but sakhap, and others against the elause 
thewar has made us bow to the inevitable, were directed against the entire Bill, but 
‘and during the war period many*of us _ those senators said not one word against — 
have had ‘to do things which we would the general principles of the Bill. They 
‘not care to do in times of peace. We simply described this clause as unwork- — 
should consider carefully before we reject «able, and likely to create irritation. Im | 
this provision; but I am prepared to take view of the fact that by negativing the a 
- the voice ‘of the Committee, and if the clause we are not.surrendering any of our. 
‘ majority is against it, I shall have no powers to keep control of aliens in our 
. oe te letting it gol 4 = midst and exclude undesirables, I shall 
Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoria) [5. 0}. vote against it. 
ee Vice-President of the Executive . Clause negatived. 
Council (Senator Russell) pointed out | 
earlier that merchants, distinguished ie 
travellers, Pen other tourists aan Clause 15 (Register of aliens to be kept | 
have to register only’ at the port : of by employers). | ; 
‘eniry, but this clause makes it Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- © 
' necessary for them to register at every President of the ‘Executive . Council)’ 
hotel they go to. That will ‘eause irri- [5.5|—-We have had a. very fair debate 
tation and bad feeling among people on the general principles of the Bill, and 
whom we are anxious “toy encourage to as the Committee was fairly unanimous © 
come here from allied countries to start in its opposition to clause 13, I bow to 





Clause 14 agreed to. 


industries. The Minister instanced the decision of the majority, and agree 
i what had been done in Britain, but to the negativing of this clause. 
the conditions there are very different. ‘Clause negatived. 


‘Tt takes three wecks fora person to reach Clauses 16 to 22, and title, agreed to. 
here from America, and, in fact, travel- | 
lers from any other country have to be a 
long time on the trip. Any suspected* ae 
alien would become known, and it would PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 
be very ‘difficult for him to escape regis- The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. . 
‘tration. In the case of the Old Country, T. Givens) announced the receipt of a 
aliens who cross the Channel in’ thou- message from the House of Representa- 
sands are only a-couple of hours on the tives acquainting the Senate of the ap- 

’ ‘boat, and there may be an advantage there pointment, in accordance with the pro- 
im insisting on registration at hotels and visions of the Public Accounts Committee _ 
boarding houses. "T see no good object in Act of 1913, of the following members of — 
providing | for it here. As the Minister the House oe Representatives to be mem- 
‘says he will be content to take the sense ‘bers of the Joint: Committee of Public ee . 
of the Commitiee, I shall vote against the counts:—Messrs. Bayley, Fenton, Flem- 
-elause, which Swill not help us to do. what ang Fowler, Prowse, and West. : Ki 


Bill reported with amendments. 


we desire, that is, to exclude the undesir- ARH cov 
able foreign. element from our’ midst. | AUSTRALIAN TRADE 
Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) COMMISSIONERS. 


_[5.2]-——It is provided by a clause already ne 
passed that no alien can change his abode I mover tae oscil (5. thes 
~ ewithou ca | 
ca san Ws ewe notice ae ee, i his That this Senate is of opinion that as 
PEG ASTON ie wee. Q. e are, theretore, eae Trade Commissioners should be ap- ~ 
“by this clause imposing on a Targe num- pointed in various centres of the world where 
ber of. people a quite ‘unnecessary duty, their presence is likely to be of benefit to Aus: = 


tralian export. trade. ee 
and inflicting on many fellow citizens an OTs A wieibaga bel assh at te ‘Howe ee 


indignity which. ay Ui Aline Nae Representatives requesting their concurrence: i 
‘resent. 3 in the above resolution. iN 
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I make no adage for submitting this 
motion for the consideration of the 
Senate, but I recognise that I have 
undertaken a very considerable task; and. 


as I am not gifted with the powers of. 


oratory of the Leader of the Government 
in this Chamber (Senator Millen), I ask 


honorable senators to overlook any short- 


comings of mine in recommending its 
approval. I have no desire to obtain 
notoriety, but I believe that if the bur- 
den of taxation that is weighing so 
heavily upon the people of Australia at 
the present time is to be lightened, and 
our war debt paid off at a reasonably 
early date, this can only be done by the 
imcrease of our export trade. 

I have obtained from that invaluable 
source of information, the Commonwealth 
Statistician’s office, a number of figures 
giving particulars of our exports to 
various countries of the world. It will 
be necessary for me, in supporting my 
motion, to quote these at some length ; 
but I need only quote the figures relat- 
ing to exports similar to those which are 
exported from Australia at. the present 
time, but which I hope will in the future 
be exported in far greater youpye than 
at present. 


If Australia is to reach that position 
in the commercial world which we all SO 
much desire to see her achieve, our main 
objective should be to secure that her 
export trade shall be unhampered, and 
that her exports shall be sent’ to the 
markets of the world in which they are 
likely to secure the best prices, 

It is unnecesary for me to refer to the 
fact that Australia received a wonderful 
advertisement during the last four or five 
years of war in countries where the Com- 
monwealth was previously practically un- 
known. [ refer particularly to those 
countries which were the scene of war 
operations during that period. If we 
take. the case of our wonderful ally, 
“France, whilst Australia was practically 


unknown in that country previous to 


those four or five years, I venture to say 
that there is not a township or a 
hamlet in France to-day in which the 
name of Australia is not revered. As 


a result of the wide attention which has 


_[SENATE, 1 : 


aoe aio were eee be aE the 


‘soldiers of Austr alia did during the war 


period will be anxious to enter into cor- 


dial commercial relations with us. 

In addition to the wonderful resources 
of our own country we are shortly to re- 
ceive mandates for new territories which, 






if properly administered, and their re- 


sources fully exploited, should prove valu- 


able assets to Australia, and greatly assist — 


us in hquidating our war debt. 


I sincerely hope that in carrying on — 
our export trade in the future we shall 


adopted in the past. 


past send our raw material to London, 


to be transferred from there to other 
centres, to the profit of London mer- 


3 


been drawn to Australia in other parts of 


the world, the way has been. paved. for 
the esi sblishinent of commercial relations 
between the Commonwealth and those 
other countries. I have no doubt that 


Senator Foll. 


chants, but that our raw material and 


manufactured articles will be sent direct — 


adopt a different ‘principle from that — 
I hope, that we 
shall not to so large an extent as in the 


to the various world’s markets, so that 


the profits may go into the pockets of 
Australian producers. 


I shall not refer, 


as I might do in discussing this motion, — 
to the wool agreement, but I may point — 


out that, in connexion with wool, it is in 


the interests of Australian producers that — 
they should have the best markets of the — 


world at their disposal, and should not be 


under any obligation to send their Oar R 


to one particular centre. 


To give some idea of the extent to — 
which the Australian export trade has in- _ 


creased, I may say, taking the yearly 


average for a quinquennial period, that — 
during the period 1894-1898 our exports — 
to the United Kingdom were valued at — 


£23 610,267. 


the yearly average value had increased to — 


In the period 1909-1913 — 


£34,028,258, and in 1917-18, a war year, — 


when shipping was scarce, ‘the value of — 
to the United . Ried 


our exports . 
amounted to £37,637,844. 4 


we Hs 


I do not think that it wall be necessary a8 
to appoint a Trade Commissioner for the — 
United Kingdom, but I do think that itis — 
necessary that greater attention should — 
be paid by the Australian Office in Lon- — 
don to the commercial interests of the — 


Commonwealth. 


I understand that the — 


Treasurer (Mr. Watt) is on his way to — 
London at the present time, and that one © 


of the objects of his mission is to re- — 
organize the High Commissioner’s office. — 
I hope that the commercial side of the 
work which may be performed by that — 
office will be taken into consideration by 
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uk 


pay! 


; gic ea ve putting it “upon a 
sounder business basis. i 

mar Foe ‘the case of British a out. 
side ‘the United Kingdom, the. yearly. 
average value of our exports for ,the 


period between 1894 and 1898 was 


- $3,000,964; for the period 1909 to 1913 it 


was increased to £11 9483654, and for the 
_ year 1917-18 if amounted to £16,381,584, 


an increase of nearly £14,000, 000 since 


‘ to India. amounted i in value to more than 


1898. In making.a slight review of the 


distribution of these exports, 1 may in-’ 


form honorable senators that our exports 


our exports to any other British Posses- 


sion outside the United Kingdom. Eo 


venture to say that India is a country 
which offers great opportunities for the 


development of our ‘export ‘trade, especi- 


ally in view of the fact that the chief 


a exports from Australia to India have 


_ 


-articles—a class 
should do our best to encourage, 


of manufactured 
exports that we 
In the 


been*’in the nature 


of 


period 1894-98 our annual exports to 


India amounted only to £440,062; be- 
tween 1909-13 their annual walue 
 ereased to £2,231,306; 
_ they. amounted to £4, 507,156. 


in- 
whilst in 1917-18 
' Taking 


the year 1917-18 asa basis, let us analyze 


the character of these exports to India. 


If we do this, and keep steadily in mind 
‘he, -possib’ lity of our future large trade 


7 


relations with that country, the statistics 


a which I am about to ec will prove 


very interesting indeed... During the 


year I have indicated we Sond to that 


country commodities of the following 
value -—Biscnits, £204,953; coal, £16,043 ; 
copper ingots, £595,87 ts ae Se 


£214,134. horses, £479 520; hay and 
| chat, £1 402 ; wheat, £54, 346: oatmeal, 
£373.19 9° Seas and sane. ‘£250,711: 


leather, £49, 794; meats, £1,242,912; piece 
goods, flannel, £55 068; piece goods, other, 
£67,808; sandalwood, “et 275: silver bul- 
lion, £864,536 ; and wool £66, 780. The 


items in tha list to with: T desire to 


direct. special attent’on are thos se of pre- 
served fruits, and jams and. jellies. We 
are all familiar with the position which 


obtained recently in certain parts of Aus- 


tralia, so far as fruit-growing is con- 


cerned. We know that, consequent upon 
the glut. of fru't on; the ‘local. market, cer- 
tain action was taken by the. Victorian 
Government. 
OM lira Seah 


It was pointed out on that 
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‘of metal, 
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“occasion that, on account of the limited 4 
nature of that market, the growing ‘of y. 
fruit was not always‘a profitable occupa- ~~ 
tion, as the demand did not equal the — 
supply. In India we have an opportu= — 
nity to increase our export of preserved 
I believe that 
there are very big. possibilities of com- — 
intercourse’ between Australia 
teeming millions. 


fruit very considerably. 


mercial 
and India, with its 


mys i , 3 whe (i {fee 
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The latter is a country in which Aus- ie 


tralia should most certainly be ree Heke 


sented by a Trade Commissioner. 


ven Zealand, during the year 1917-18, : e 
imported phils more than £4,000, 000. 
worth of commodities from the Common- 


wealth. 


But, in view of the proximity 
of that Dominion, and of the fact that it _ 


is developing upon similar lines to those — 
we are following, I do not think it 19) © 


necessary for us to have a Trade Com- | 


missioner there. ‘ \ 


The next British Possession I propose . | 


‘to deal with is South Africa, During the 


period 1894-1898 our exports to that 
country amounted only to £217, 047. dn 


the year before the war that inureneed to. 


consisting principally of 
dried fruits, glycerine, 
-gams and... jethes, 


£1,799,435, _ 
sheep, butter, 
wheat, flour, 
machinery 
preserved meats, 
cream, soap, tallow and timber. 


Coming to Canada, the, position is that 
for the period 1894-98 our exports te it 


amounted only to a yearly average of 
In 1909-1913 they increased y 


£32,362. 


and manufactures 
milk and © 


to an annual average of £125,942, and in 


1917- 18. they alatnted to £785, 130. 


Benton BaxkHapP. say PE | Canada has a 
Trade Commissioner here. 


Senator FOLL.—Yes. 


a 


I feel ak 6 


Dominion of Canada is also a country to. 


which we may look for reciprocal trade 
relations, and in which we should havea 


trade representative. 
I come now to Fiji. 

1894-98 our exports 

amounted only-to £124,453; 


to that country 


in 1917-18 they totalled £579,710. 


During the see 


in 190013 14 
they had increased to £402,877, whilsh  ~ 
ye 





view of our geographical position, the 


bulk of the trade done with Fiji should ( 


be Australian trade. eve, 
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For ‘tie! ae 1894-98 we eae 


to: Hong Kong. goods to the value 
of; £414,326; for the years 1909-13 our 
exports were valued at £741,365, and in 
the: year 1917-18 they totalled £391, 525. 
Practically the whole of our exports to 
this part of the world consisted of manu- 
factured articles—the very class of ex- 
port trade that we should do most to en- 
courage. 


Having given all the larger es 
relating to inter-Empire trade, I shall 
now direct attention to our: trade 
with foreign countries. In this con- 


nexion I wish specially to refer to two 


~ eountries which were our Allies through- 
out the late war, and which consume con- 
siderable quantities of Australian com- 
modities. I allude to France and Ltaly. 

For the period 1894-98 our average 
annual exports to France amounted only 
to £8,725,257; between 1909-13 they had 
increased to £29,410,508—an increase of 
£21,000,000. | Of course during the war 
years our trade with that country suffered 
a serious. decline. The visit of the 
French mission to Australia is still fresh 
in our memories, and if there is one thing 
above all others which that grand old 
Frenchman, General Pau, 
upon us, 
future trade relations with France. He 
stressed the great opportunity there was 
for this country and France to do busi- 
ness with each other. JI have already 
pointed out that there is .probably no 
country in the world which’is more re- 
spected in France to-day than is Aus- 
tralia. I think, therefore, that it is abso- 
lutely essential that we should at the ear- 


liest possible moment appoint an Aus- 


tralian trade representative in Paris. I 
have no desire to appear tedious hy quot- 


ing all the figures which I have obtained © 


from the Commonwealth Statistician, but 
it is necessary that some of them ‘should 
be placed upon record in order to show 


the magnitude and importance of the in- 


terests involved in the case I am sub- 
mitting for the consideration of the Go- 
Gein rset. * 


Senator Baxnap.—The honorable sena- 


tor has a good case, and the aoe are 


very valuable. 


Senator FOLL. —During the year 1913 
the value of goods imported into France ° 
OF a similar nature to oe enonied 


- 


impressed 
it was the need for fostering © 


ing able: —. oe a eS 
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SIMILAR TO GoopS EXPORTED FROM Avsrmatta, : 




















—YrarR, 1913. 
' Total Imports. 
— . - 
- Quantity. Value 
Number. £ 

Abbann living +. SE one es ay tN 
Horses (excluding horses le get oa ang 

for slaughter) 12,872 465,624 © 

Meats preserved by cold Tons. Cun 

process— ates 
. Mutton 442 34,484 
” Pork ty ~ 434 27,795. 
Beef and other A elas 2.3121. Tbe Sis) 

Meat—Salted .. is 5,708} 421,399 — 

Poultry 956 93,315 — 

Game and rabbit 1,945 210,103 . 

Meat—preserved 2,967 249, 245 

Skins— ‘ i 
Cattle Sh oa Vi 59,128 5,841,905 
Calf BE ANTI ea 21323 486,139 © 
Sheep Ae 1,423] 116,743 
Rabbit and hare 1,290 258,080 — 

Wool | 268,766| 25,962,204 

Hair of the bane horse, Kee L770) 2aaste 
Fur—rabbit, ee Ses Lk ronan) keel 110,016 
Tallow ? af 16,508 528,250 
Lard . ae . j 5,322 308, 699 © 
. Other animal grease... _ 6,574 196,201 
Pear! shell as ' 6,574] 1,709,338 
Eggs .. 27,719) 1,829, 428, 
Milk— . ; 
Concentrated 203 Bis 936. : 
Concentrated, sweetened 1,286 64,325 
Powdered, sweetensds 465 52,812 - 
Cheese - ‘ ) Sian ie 236,869 
Butter : p 5,912 47,524 
Honey. l. a 419° 15,057 
Horns : - 78,106) 343,666. 
Bones and hoofs 38,104} 365, 800 
Wheat LO Bier eaOD 00m [ke 3,435. 362 — 
Maize.. CS er 590,817) 3,568,538 — 
Flour (wheaten). 10,053 146,588 
Potatoes eee 231,074} 1, 1226, 767 
Fruit, fresh— 
Apples and pears 7,136 | “85, 561 
Fruit, preserved without yi 
 SUgar—— ; : 
Pineapples */.)0) eh aie 1,155 32, 350. 
Other : oe 3,078 123, 124 

Fruits, dried, &e. -~ ; . 

4. Apples and pears 2, 3940), 046° 
Reisman) i, 6,099 195 ALS 
~ Other 4 L746 qe) oe 

Pieacel gherkin, ‘cucum: | Dy hes Ls 
ber, olives, picholines, " 
capers oa 1,010 18, 182, 

Confectionery, bee in 
Syrups and sweetmeats 1,560 | — 99,846 
Fruits, preserved with ay 

sugar mi 56 3, 372. 

F Biscuits 4 1 058 3B, 762 

{, Confectionery of sugar ie) fae al 

fe p. and of a Pete eit Wu eae © 266 Mi 10, si: 
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Total Imports. 2 












| i Value: 


. ported 


- £2,600,000;, 


: lard, £246, 000; 


Quantity. 

9 Tons) op) 14 
Timber— Se aes Na 
Railway sleepers — 18,942) 3,168 
2 Laths 78,957, . 639,955 

Logs (excluding walnut) 73,416) 222,398" 

* Undressed a 1,456,701} 6,741,940 
Tending bark , 4,215) 15,859 
Peas or beans (leg umes), oa ft nae 

preserved or dried QOS TOA ER; ae 

Gallors. 
Wim 0 sk 160,809,286) ao 667, G44. 
Tons. Peed pees 
Copper, Taw (gaat meat; Mt oe lech 

&e. fe ‘ 94,860) 6, 450,494 
Lead, ore | ee 89,771; 405,670 
Lead, / aoe in Pa) AeA 
Eples,, el aie : c 6,058) = 139,239 
Lead, non- -argentiferous, i rie Bi Peau 

pigs, &e. ‘ie 70,813) 1,317,129. 
Tin, ore 2,542) 109,836 
Tin, metallic, in pigs, ko. 7,952| 1,606,365 
Zinc — Bed ae 

Ore 178,719} 128,678 

(Metallic) bars, blocks, ‘i Aaa 

— &e. 35,172} 794,887 

‘Acetone... 2,014 145,044 

Leather y 8.134} 2,768,007 
; <, Pairs. | Wie 

Boots: and BLOG ee 1,488,541) 1,079,505 
Tons { 

Furs, prepared 1,529]. 3,526,700 

Machinery, agricultural . . -.. | 1,811,009 

Number. 
; Hats, of 12) (Ae RS ee OT2A19F ar 27, 132 
4 97,135,701 








“thee 1913 the actual value of Aus 


tralia’s share of that £97,185,701 worth 
of imports into France was only 
£8,250,000.. As we have an «abundance 


of these commodities, there would be every 
likelihood of our trade increasing if we 
were represented there by a live Trade. 
Commissioner. Not long 4ago- Parlia- 
ment adopted- a motion, submitted by 
Senator Bakhap, on lifes: similar to the 
one now under consideration, for the ap- 
pointment of an Australian Trade. Com- 
missioner at Washington, and the Go- 
vernment appointed an able. Australian, 
who, I doubt not, has done excellent work, 
and the facts I have given show that a 
trade representative is very badly ied 
in France. 


I turn now to Ttaly.. Our exports to 
that country in 1913, totalled £1,399,167, 
- principally raw materials. dt, as inter- 





Commissioners. 


esting to note that in the year 1913 fe Ai 
principal imports ‘of commodities into 
Italy of a nature similar, to those ex- 
from Australia were—Wool, 
greasy, washed, and combed, over 
£3,000,000 ; hides (cattle and ’sheep), ree: 
leather, £1,800,000; wheat, 
£16,000,000; horses, £13, 600, 000; moat. ae 
(fresh), £400 ,000; meat (salted; ‘ineluds | 
ing bacon and hams), £310,000; butter, 
£47 ,000; cheese, £90,000; honey, £G;000 3 
tallow, £800, 000; pearl cra 
shell, £93) 000: bonis and shoes of leather, vine 
£696,000; biscuits, £7,600. I have not 
quoted a number of smaller items. The | 
total imports into Italy for that year 
amounted to £63,916,820, and the total 


- exports from Australia: into Italy were—_ 


Raw material for industry, £450,328; 
semi-manufactured material for industry, 
£106,552; foodstitts and living animals, 
£841 491 : manufactured products, £790; 
or a total of £1,399.167. 

It may be rated that our cost of pro- 
duction precludes us from competing in 
these markets, but during the past few 
years the whole of the industrial life of 


Europe has undergone a very. radical 


change, and as ths policy of the Govern- 
ment is to provide every facility for the 
establishment of new id the encourage- 
ment to existing industries, there should © 
be abundant opportunity for trade ex- 
pansion in Italy as well as other countries. 
If the introduction of the new Tariff in 
another place merely insures the home 
market for our manufactures, we. shall 
not have done very much. I hope the 
new Tariff will make it worth while for © 
manufacturers to start. new industries, 


-and on such a seaic, too, that they will be 


able to provide not only for local needs, 
but to cater for cverseas trade, with the 
assistance of efficient Trade Commis- 
sioners in the various countries referred 
te. thee 
I desire now to turn to another part of — 
the world, the Near East, in which there 

is every prospect of considerable trade 
development. Java offers exceptional op-_ 
portunities. I have had this fact brought 
under my notice on several occasions 
recently by business men who make perio- — 
dical visits to that part of the world: ~ 
They have asked me frequently why we 
are unrepresented there, and I pee ae : 
stand that not very long ago one of the 
local papers cominented ‘on this fact. It 





~.-recently lost to Australia. 





Australian Trade 





appears that owing to the absence of im- 


portant informatisn in regard to pack- 


ing requirements, a large contract was 
An able repre- 
sentative there would have been in a 
position to advise Australian manufac- 
turers of the particular requirements of 
the local market. The inerease in our 
trade with that part of the world has been 


so phenomenal of late that it is essential 


we should be represented there by a Trade. 


Commissioner. 


A great deal of information has ieee 
prepared by the Commonwealth Statis- 
ticlan concerning our exports to Japan 
and China, but itis not my intention to 


weary the Senate by. reading it. I shall 


have much pleasure in placing it at the 
disposal of the Government should they 
be prepared to consider my ‘proposal 
favorably. Although we cannot hope to 


secure the whole ak the markets in the 


countries | have mentioned for our pro- 
ducts, we can, at all events, through the 
medium of live trade representatives, rea- 
sonably expect a substantial increase in 
_ business. 

. One industry, among others, that ap-” 


pears destined for development in this 


part. of the world. is our. wine 
trade. Prior to the war the: principal 
business in this product was done 
by European countries, but owing to 
shipping difficulties a considerable 
amount “has of late been diverted to. Aus- 
tralia, thongh up to the present we have 
not secured anything like the amount we 
might reasonably expect to get in view 
of our opportunities. An expansion of 
business.in this particular industry will 
substantially be nefit our schemes for sol- 
_dier settlement and primary producers 
at present engaged in viticulture. 

_ I will not further detain. the Senate. 
I thank- the Minister for Repatriation 
(Senator Millen) for his attention, 
and submit the motion with confidence 
that it will be acceptable to honorable 
senators. If Trade Commissioners are 
appointed, as I have suggested, we may, 
I am sure, look for a material increase 
in our export trade, and thus lighten the 


heavy burden of taxation at present rest- 


ing on our people, and enable the Com- 

monwealth the better to meet its war ob- 

ligations. It is futile for the Govern- 

ment to have, as a slogan at election time, 

the ery for mors production unless some 
Senator Foll. 
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steps are gene as I oe ve nee ei eo 


. Portpgal, and the Seuth American Re- 
publics. 


- creased consumption, or a market whick 





insure the profitable. salevof our products — 

in the best market of the world. c 
Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [5. rane 

—I second the motion, and as Senator — 

Foll has covered the ground so ably 4b 

will not be necessary for me to speak at 

length in. support of what is, in my 

opinion, a judiciously worded’ ‘proposal. 

It will be remembered, as Senator Foll 


has said, that the Government appointed, 


as a variation of a motion which I sub- — 
mitted, a Trade Commissioner to the 
United States of America. ~The first | 
Commissioner has returned, and he has 
been succeeded by a gentleman who, I 
believe, has very many characteristics to. 
recommend him for the position. There- 
fore, this motion is an endeavour to se- 

cure an amplification of poliey which dane 
been adopted already. Quite recently 
Australia stepped on ‘to’ ite world’s stage  - 
in the most unexpected manner. Through oe 
the genetosity, and, I may say, the wise 
discernment, of the Mother Country, Aus- 
tralia was tide one of the signatories to 
the Peace Treaty, being invested thereby 1.7 
with a kind of independence within the 
Empire, the proud boast of which is that 
the Dominions, while of their own free - 
will attaching ‘themselves to the Mother Les 
Country, remain nelf-overning. but 
constituent parts of the Empire. It is 
to be regretted that we are diplomgatically 
precluded from doing what the smallest 
‘of the independent Powers of Europe is- 
doing. We are prevented from appoint- 
ing “consular ‘agents throughout the 
world, and the fact. that we are in the 
Empire and yet out of it precludes: us 
from appointing . _vepresentatives, ae | ES. 
done by such countries as Holland 
















Such countries as those I have 
mentioned have representation through- 
‘out the civilized world, but we are with- 
out it. But there is open to us, in con. 
formity with our status in the Empire, 
the opportunity of. doing what Senator 
Foll has so ably suggested. It is possible 
for us to have trade agents, or commis 
sioners—if they may be ‘so characterized: 
—in every important country in the 
world where there is a possibility of i 


did not previously exist, for our. ‘Aus 
tralian products... I hope the point. will : 
be noted very carefully by. honorabl 
senators that “Australia is a country tr 
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pendence. 
-deavour to set up an argument in support 
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. eal. Tagportant in the ove of Rie 


world as the Republic of Portugal, Hol- 
jJand, and Denmark, and. one which does 
not suffer in comparison with Scan- 
dinavian countries; but we cannot secure 


for its trade such representation as is. 
available to the other European countries. 


I~have mentioned, owing to their inde- 
It is not my. intention to en- 


of Australian independegce; butt am 
strongly in ‘favour of submitting argu- 
ments in support of a policy ‘to: enable 


~money to be made available for the Com- 


monwealth to, secure the ablest and. most 


intelligent commercial representation in 


other countries of the world. 
It is not my intention to indulge in a 


discussion on the respective merits of 


Protection eae Free Trade. lam a Pro- 


_tectionist. 


sirable in Australia. 


Senator ‘MILLEN. There will be, an 


opportunity for that. 


Senator BAKHAP. alle am a stan 


tionist for reasons which I shall submit 
to the Senate in due course. 


Iam firmly 
convinced, however, that, although .a 
policy of Free Trade may be satisfactory 
in some countries, Protection is | de- 
With a compara- 
tively-small population of only 5,000 000 


such as we have in the Commonwealth, . 


Protection is desirable, but because of the 


paucity of our population and the small- 
ness of our home market in comparison - 


with the markets of* the. world, outlets 
abroad must -be found. Pee cudn on 
an economical scale nowadays has to be 
extensive; and if we have a’ Protective 
Tariff to encourage the. establishment ot 
industries, oss. industries must be 
economically conducted, and manufactur- 
ing industries, particularly, must “be 


established on such a basis that. Protec- 


tion will result. in a very large proportion 


of our manufactures being exported 
beyond Australia. Otherwise, limited 
‘production must be expensive. Some of 


the disadvantages—if disadvantages they 
be—of combating in a commercial sense 


our advanced Labour conditions, will be 


counteracted by the fact that action is 


being taken in other countries of the 


‘world to ‘obtain similar conditions to 
‘those prevailing in Australia, so we will 


not have that cheap labour, which we at 
one time feared, to compete with. It is 


‘possible that Australia: may have to in- 


dulge in the policy of “dumping ’?; but 


whatever merits or demerits such a. policy 


es 


* 





‘upon to pay. 
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may possess, I never fail to'state the fach — | 


that perhaps we shall have to sell our 


1849) 


‘surplus production of manufactured goods — 


abroad at a price very much below that 


which Australian consumers will be talled’ 


Our surplus production — 
must be marketed elsewhere; and we may: 


perhaps have to reduce the price if we. 
,can show that, as a result of commercial ~ 


/activities, we may be induced or com- 
pelled to adopt the policy of offering Aus- ~~ 
tralian manufactured goods and ‘primary~ We 
‘preducts in the markets of the world at — 


a7 


i 


yates below those at whach they are 


aren to Australian consumers. 


It may’ 


appear an anomalous position, but it is — 
the inevitable consequence of the adop- 


tion of a policy of Protection. 


A gentleman from an Asiatic country, ei 


when visiting + 


the Commonwealth te. 
cently, requested. the Government of the . 
State of ‘Pasmania to appoint him their 


agent in the Hast, as he evidently saw — 


ereat possibilities in regard to the de- 
velopment, of a particular trade between 
Australia and. Eastern countries.. If we 
take such a country as America, we find 
that the number of its consular agents— 
who are really commercial agents— 
throughout the world is legion. British 


consular agents in differetit countries of ~ 


the world are actually trade agents, and 
it must beadmitted that, before the war, 
the consuls of such countries as Germany 
were commercial representatives. 


Austra- © 


lian representatives abroad have not been 


called upon to exercise such functions, 
but let us at once acknowledge the fact 
that preparations are now being made by 
other countries to capture trade where 


valuable markets exist for such. products | _ 
Ger) 
man agents at the present moment are | 
endeavouring to secure markets for the 


as can be exported from Australia. 


products of their country. Similar action — 


Js being taken by other countries, notably y 


America, and a tremendous effort i 1S: being AY 
made to secure markets in countries where — 


profitable sales can be effected. - With all 


due respect to the Mother Country, and 3 
to the generosity she has shown her Do- - 


minions, we cannot expect her representa-. 


tives to, be ‘active in extending our export — 
If it. costs £100,000 a year to 
effactively represent Australian commer- + 
Tus 
The exvenditure of such a sum _ 
if, asi indie 
eated by the mover of the motion, our ex- ~ 


trade. 


cial interests abroad, what will 
matter ? 


would be more than justified 


port trade would be increased. The way 
is being prepared, sata it- is well for us to 











awake. I do not intend dealing with the 
products likely to be consumed in overseas 
market, as that -has already been dealt 
with by Senator Foll Aue care. art 
ability. 

When I was in China ohous. six years: 
ago, 1 noticed that in the southern pro- 
vinces there was an increasing consump- 
tion of flour. The staple food in southern» 


China has always been rice, with the excep- | 


tion of a little wheaten flour used for 
pastry; but there is now an increased con- 
sumption of wheaten flour of a partictlar 
kind, which, I ascertained, was received 
from two or three firms in Vancouver and 
Canada. I mentioned this fact in cer- 
tain quarters, as it occurred to me that, 
as Australia was exporting flour to 
Manila, there was no reason why con- 
signments should not bé shipped to China 
to meet the increasing demand,in compe- 
tition with two or three firms beyond the 
Pacific. Quite recently, Chinese mer- 
chants in “Australia, in conjunction with 
some of their compatriots in the East, 
established a line of steamers to trade be- 
tween Australia*and certain ports in the 
‘Chinese Republic. I was invited to a 
luncheon when the first vessel of the line 
was in port, and I noticed that the pro- 
ducts being shipped from Melbourne to 
the East consisted largely of flour packon 
in a way that made it particularly suit- 
able for the southern Chinese markets. 
That trade has developed. extensively, 
and, at present, there is a large and in- 
creasing export of | flour to the East. 
That was the first vessel of many owned 
_ by the company to leave Melbourne, and 
it is gratifying to know that there is every 
‘possibility of the trade developing. In 
such countries as China, we find that 
American, German, French, and British 
trade represented, not. by one consular 
agent, but by dozens. Every important 
centre in southern China has a consul, 
and there is an ambassador at Pekin. If 
we could speedily arrive at the number 
of foreign consular representatives in the 
East, it would be found that they run, 
into ‘hundreds, and therefore Australian 
people must not be alarmed if it is sug- 
gested that one or two Trade Commis- 
sioners should be appointed in countries 
where our manufactured goods or primary 
products could be profitably marketed. 


In such a country as China, there should: 


be. a Commissioner for the Rorih and one 
for the sonth. The sunerficies of the Chin- 


ese Republic are not less than Australia or 


a. 


Senator Bakhap. 


‘in the East, returned to the Common- 
that one 


do so, as the virtue of the policy outlined © 
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Gakadat on are. ei a to. 
United ‘States. ° There are trade openings 2 
in many directions, and all we need ie 
satisfactory representation, . 


Quite recently, Mr. Bishop, a represén= - 
tative of Australian commercial interests — a 


wealth, and, when visiting Hobart, stated 
Chinese railway alone. was, on 
anxious to place an order in Australia 
for, I think, 160,000 railway sleepers. 
At.a railway station in southern China, 
I noticed some sleepers which I recognised 
as of Australian production, but which — 
were regarded as too costly.. The price of | 
the timber, however, in other countries — mre. 
which have been sources of supply is no 
longer as cheap as formerly, and Austra- — 
lian timber is now in’a position to com-  _— 
pete. It is absolutely essential that we 
should be represented in cotintries where | 
these tremendous opportunities exist, so. 
that’ advantage could. be taken of them 
to increase our exports by. men alive ,to i. 
the commercial interests and activities Of 
Australia. — rae 

I could debate this important question: 
at some length, but it is unnecessary to 


































by. Senator Foll is self-evident. It is not | 
going to be expensive if it costs Australia 
£250,000 to establish Trade Commissioners. 
or commercial agents in the various im- 
portant consuming countries of the world 
where our manufactured or primary pro- 
ducts could be profitably disposed of. It 
may be said by some that we could. not 
show a return for a year or two, but I am 
‘convinced that we ‘could expect im- 
mediate benefits from. fhe amplification 
of a policy which we have already 
embarked upon. Let me relate the names 
of two or three of the countries where 
ample opportunities exist for the develop- 
ment of Australian tradé. J have done 
away to some extent with the belief that 
Australian- manufactured products - ‘may © 
be too dear to compete in those markets, 
for the products of other manufacturing 
countr-es will become increasingly dear 

ecause of the increasing demands for 
better pay and better labour conditions — 
made by the proletariats of those coun- 
tries. Look at the Malav Archipelago, 
only .two or three days’ sail from Aus- 
tralia.>.’ The opportunity ,of supplving 
commod:ties such as European residents ' 
there reouire will be increasingly grea: 
The development of the countries in the 
Archipelago, even at the BE ii 
small - colonizing - power like “Holland, 


eo ise 


a 


. tries. 
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increasingly 


also goitte ie be 
great. The importance ‘of =Dutch 
development — in the Malay © Archi- 
pelago increases with every hour, every 


day, every fortnight, and every month, 


and alongside that development there is 
an increasingly great opportunity for 
Australian trade. There .are also the 
great native populations of those coun- 
It is contemplated, I understand, 
in the Tariff. to put a heavy duty on 
cotton textiles, for the purpose of deve- 
loping cotton textile manufacture in Aus- 
tralia. Tf we develop that industry, and 


~go in for cotton producing, there is a 


market right at. our doors. 
and woman of Malay extraction, except, 
perhaps, those who are _ wealthy and 
wear silk, wears a cotton garment 
or several of them, right. through 
the year. If. Australia” is eoing 
to establish the textile industry on 
a scale which will provide her with a 


surplus production—and she must estab- 


lish it on that scale if she establ shes it 
at all—she must find a market for that 


surplus in the near East, for that is the: 


market most easily available to us. We 
shall be able there, I hope, to compete 
with Manchester, and with the many 
other spinning and weaving populations 
which depend on textile* industries in 
other parts of the world. On 
The main point of the argument which 
I advance in support. of Senator Foll’s 
motion is that there is a fair trade be- 
tween Australia and many of the coun- 
tries he has named. There are ample 
opportunities for increasing that trade. 


The objection that might be raised in 
regard to Australian secondary products, 


that they will be manufactured at too 
high a price, will not hold good in the 
future, and although we cannot be repre- 
sented in a consular sensé. by agents who 
are semi-diplomatic and. semi-mercantile, 


right through the world, it is never- 


theless open to us, and, in fact, an abso- 
lute necessity — for. us, ‘to be ‘represented 
in the trading. world at the ports.of every 
country where opportunity exists for the 
developmenti\of that trade in which. Aus- 
tralia, if she is going to maintain her 
status as a civilized country, must have 
a share. Judging from the enthusiasm 
with which the present Australian Trade 
Commissioner’ was welcomed in “Ame'ica, 
as well ‘as the kindness shown to his pre- 
decessor, the step taken by the Commcn- 
wealth Government was hailed by the 
American commercial commun'ty with 


H) 


Every man. 


lopment of only a few decades. 


not 


Commissioners, 1851 


great delight. 
that the efforts of Australia and America, 


followed by reciprecal trade of an ever- 


increasing volume, will be profitable not — 
only to us, but to themselves, 
in its best sense should be, bop trade, to 


be satisfactory, must be satisfactcry to 


both the’ buyer and the seller. I hope 
that honorable senators and the Ministry _ 
will. give consideration to the motion so 
ably submitted by Senator Foll. A oreat 
deal can be done, and a grat deal must 
be done. 
wil, I. know, 
matters, 


They A acne cae A 


as trade — a 


eS 


in f 


Australian ccmmercial men p 
show initiative in these 
but let us remember that Ger- 
many, the createst trade rival that ever. ~ 
existed to the British Empire, did not 


content herself with the efforts of her 


private manufacturers alone. 


through banking agencies, 


German trade, so that it became what. it 
undoubtedly was—the remarkable deve- 
Let 
Australia remember that, although she 
owes much to the initiative of her com- 
mercial community. and will owe a great 
deal more, nevertheless, the efforts of that 
community can be intelligently directed 


and pioneered by a wise Government ap- 


pointment of Commissionérs who will 


exercise the functions of those trading and. 
every. 


consular agents who represent 


Her | 
Government, through scicntific agencies, 

and through | 
shipping agencies, a ded the expansion of 


European country of importance in the | 


markets of the world. 
Debate (on mot-on by Senator Micins) 
adjourned. 
Senate adjourned at 6.12 p.m. 





House of Representatives. | 


- Thursday, 6 May, 1920. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson)  / 
and reads.) 


took the chair at 2.30 p.m., 


prayers. — 
SALE OF COAL. 


Mr. 


stated that— 


On and after Monday next, coal vendors 
supply householders with coal, in quanti 
exceeding 10 ewt., within a period of © 


twenty-eight, days, providing they have pre- 


viously obtained from, all such persons certi- | a 
' ficates, in writing, to the effect that the quan- | 
tity or quantities of coal received by them, — 


TUDOR.—An_ advertisement ap- 
“pears in to-day’s Argus, in which it is. 


aly ee 
ities ei a 





(= 
at 


1852, Miiary Pay 


oN 


together with the amount. to be applied: deen 
not exceed a total of 10 cwt. during any cengan 
of twenty- eight days. 


ne wish to know whether householders die. 


-sirous of buying coal. must obtain official 


certificates, or will it be sufficient for 
them to write a letter’ Many persons 
are unable to buy more than a cwt. of 


coal at a time under any circumstances. 


. Sir JOSEPH COOK.—TI can ascer-‘ 
tain what the exact requirements of the 
regulation are, and shal! let the honor- 
ae member Looe later.in. the afternoon. 


. MILITARY BAY. 
Mr. MARR.—In view of the great dis- 


-eontent in the Permanent Miltary Forces 


eaused by the new scale ef pay, will the 
Minister take action to remedy the griev- 
ances.of those who complain? 


- Sir’ 


aware that discontent exists im the 2nd 


. Military. District, and last night I sent 
an officer of the Pay Department to Syd- ~ 
“ney to inquire into the whole matter. I 


think there has been some misinterpreta- 
tion of an instruction there, because it is 
only from the 2nd Military District that 
we have had complaints. ¢ 

“Mr. Tupor.—The position is the same 
in Victoria, 

Sir GRANVILLE RY RIE.—Com- 
plaints have not been received from Vic- 
toria to anything like the extent that 
they are coming from New South Wales. 
I think*there must have been a misinter- 
pretation of the regulations governing 
payment under the new scale, because it 
is complained that. married men are now 


‘receiving less than formerly, whereas the 


regulations provide that a married man. 
who is not satisfied with his pay under 
the new scale may demand Pa 


\ under the old seats. 


HIGH COURT PROCEDURE BILL. 


‘Bill presented by Mr. Groom, and read 
a art time. | 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Min- 
ister for the Navy) iA 35] —By leave, 
move— 

That leave of absence for- hee tants be 
given to the Chairman. of .Committees, the- 
honorable member for Riverina (Mrs Chanter), 
on the poate of Ms health. 


“yan 


GRANVILLE RYRIE—I am. 


‘housewives could not he allowed to obtain — 


for one, should be glad to use it. 


Seay Where that sugar is going 







he onoruiule. rae Saas our. hate : 
man has recently suffered the beréaves 
ment of his life-long partner, ‘and is very a 


‘much ‘broken in health:. I am sure ‘that 


the House’ sympathizes with him in the 
calamity that has overtaken ‘him, and will | 
gladly extend to him its sympathy and— 
every consideration within its power. ae 
Qiestion resolved - in the affirmative, oe ee 


NORTHERN (TERRITORY | i 
COMMISSION ER’S REPORT. SS 


Mr, McWILLIAMS.—When will. it. 
be possible for members to see the re-- 
port and evidence of the inquiry coun 
ducted by Mr. Justiee Ewing into the — 
administration of the Northern ‘Terrie 
tory? — ‘ S a 
‘Sir JOSEPH COOK. —T am: “ayia 
to say. The Government .have not yet. : 
had an opportunity to peruse the report. 

Mr. McWrt1aMs, it bas been Dabs 
lished. < ‘ae 

Mr, huaoen SONG in ae 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. ~—[ saw state : 
ments in the newspapers, purporting to 
contain excerpts from the report, lone 
before the report reath:d any member 
of the Government. I hope that it will * 
not be long™before the report can be — 
made available to honorable members. wane 


SALE OF UNREFINED. SUGAR: i 


Mr, FENTON. aes understand that it 
costs’a good deal of money to refine sugar, _ 
and I ask, therefore, whether, as Weae ‘ 
price of refined sugar is now so. itighs 















unrefined. sugar for less than 6d. per lb., ak 
that is, the brown sugar to ihe we 
have become accustomed ? me 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am she 
that there would. be an outery if that. 
sugar were put on the market to any great 
CRBM bs a0 ay 

Mr. Fenton.—-If it were chéaper, iL 


Mr. 
cheaper. 


Sir 


cee oo lte would not be a a 
JOSEPH COOK.—1 was | 





chairman of the Colonial Sugar Refine 
ing: ‘Company, published in this ‘morn 
ing’s newspaper, to the effect that Te 
cently more sugar than usual had\ been ; 






pt ‘think, .a- matter that needs lookin 
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ae 
orable member’s suggestion ak the 
notice of the proper authorities. 


IN DUSTRIAL CONFERENCE. 


-Mr. McWILLIAMS. —I desire to know 
- who ‘will select the delegates to. the con- 
ference which it is proposed to hold be- 
tween the employers and the ‘employees ¢ 
What. bodies are to select the delegates? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—E do. not pre- 
cisely know, but I should say all the re- 
presentative bodies of the interests to be 
served. For instance, I should say that 
‘the employees will select some delegates, 
and the employers select-others. -I. do 
not know what other interests there are, 
but the great public interest has always 
to be served. However, the rae matter 
will have to ‘be carefully: eonsidered, and 
I suggest that the honorable member 
place his question on the notice-paper, so 
that I may be able to- a be a con-- 
sidered reply. 3 


ia COMMONWEALTH EMPLOYERS. 
oe a Baste: Wage. es 
ee LISTER. —-Has the attention af 


~ 


the Minister representing the Prime Min- — 


ister been drawn to a statement in the 
Argus of to-day, ‘referring to certain 
comments niade by Mr. Piddington, in 
Sydney yesterday as to the basic wage of, | 
Commonwealth employees? I have here 
a clipping from that newspaper, showing 
that evidence was given in certain cases 
that the wives of Commonwealth em- 
ployees: have to restrict their children’s 
appetites. 

Mr. Tupor. Ehey. cannot ‘do that! . 

Mr. LISTER.—Then. they have to: re- 

strict the satisfaction of their children’s ‘ 
- appetites—a state of affairs which, in a 

country like this~‘$s. most discreditable. 

Are the Government prepared, so fat'as 
‘their employees are concerned, to allow 
a charge of this kind to rest, or will they 
at an early date consider the justice of 
giving these people a living wage? 

Sir. JOSEPH COOK.—I am afraid I 
am not able to answer the question, be- 
cause there is no definite information in 
the excerpt referred to, but only a general 
statement made by. certain: people in the 
community as to the dire effects of the 
present condition of things. I am afraid 
that there have been complaints of the - 


i 


PS Hy 
A 


ney 
CAA 
Ps 


os shall te: ‘aie to eres ae ree | 


dent. 


War Gratuity nails 





kind from thie’: Reeninie of tires 
indeed, the problem of t 


and adjust our “hen ban affairs that no one 
shall be in want. 


80. 





he ages, ‘and ‘a: ik 
continuous one, as to how to so arrange 


Any man who can — 

make a, contribution to the solution of 
that problem is under obligation to. do 
May I add that I have seen many 





strange statements made before the tri- tom 
bunal of which Mr. Piddington is presi- 


The other day, for instance, I saw 


that a workman had declared that he ae 


could not live properly without silk socks. — a 


Mr. Lazzartnt.—That is a burlesque. | 


Sir. JOSEPH -COOK—I agree with ou. 


‘the honorable member. 


ss 


Mr, Lazzartm1.—lIt is’a burlesque put 4 


- up by the employers. 4G 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It-is a ae fy 


lesque, and the less we have of such non- : 


No 


sense the better for all concerned. 


doubt there are cases of deprivation, and 


it “is the obligation of the Common- 


wealth, and of every body of men in the 


community, to alleviate them if it be 
possible.. : 

- SIR WILLIAM BIRDWOOD. 

* Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Can ‘the 


Minister for the Navy say whether any 
suggestion has been made regarding the = © 
appointment of Sir: William Birdwood as 


next Governor-General ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have no in-- 


formation whatever. I do not know what 
is to be the future of the popular General; 
but, so far, no information has reached 
me ‘of any such appointment, 


Mr. RILEY —Is there any foundation | 


A 


_ for the rumour thdt the touring of the — 


Commonwealth by Sir William - 


missionership? Is he a “starter” ? 


Sir 


play many parts. ° eas 


WAR GRATUITY. 
Mr. 


bee 
wood is ‘fitting him for the High Com= ~ 


JOSEPH COOK. hageous 


doubt that that worthy gentleman could ~ 
fill many positions, and in his time will 


BRENNAN.—May applicationg! |) 


now be submitted for the gratuity pay- 


able under the War Gratuity Act? 


ek \ 


business ? 
at mS a xj 


Fur- “ : a ; 
ther, to what_oflicer may applications be 
addressed, and are printed forms pro- ~ 
vided for the purpose of ae es - 


















Me Adjournment 





‘Sir ‘JOSEPH COOK. a oitanote 4 
may be made at once, and the sooner they 
There are printed 


are made the better. 
forms at the post offices and other public 
‘places, and they must be distributed as 
widely as possible. The sooner applica- 
tions are in the better it will be for the 
Government, and the better for the people 
concerned. ! 


ADJOURNMENT, (formal). 
War SERVICE Homes DrepartMENT IN 
SoutH AUSTRALIA, ° 
Mr. SPEAKER.—1 have received an 
intimation from the honorable member 
for Adelaide (Mr. Blundell) that he de- 
sires to move the adjournment of the 


House to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, “ The~ 


establishment of a War Service Homes 
Department in the State of South Aus- 
tralia.” 
Five honorable members having risen 
wm thew places, 
Question proposed. 


v 


Mr, BLUNDELL (Adelaide) [2.50] ae 


‘desire to make clear that, in bringing 
under the notice of honorable members 
the establishment of a branch of the War 
Service Homes Department in South 


Australia, I am not doing so with any ~ 


idea of opposing the building of homes 
for soldiers, but because I believe that 
the inauguration of the Federal Depart- 
ment in Adelaide will lead to. a waste of 
public money, and will make it more difh- 
cult for soldiers to secure homes for 
themselves. I realize, of course, that if 
action is to be taken it must be taken 
very early, for the reason that already 
applications have been called for the fill- 
ing of quite a numberof positions; and 
honorable members know full well that 
from the moment when an individual has 
been, appointed to a Government position, 
and he has dipped his pen in depart- 
mental ink, nothing under the sun will 
ever shift him. We have in South Aus- 
tralia ‘a system,.to which I shall pre- 
sently refer, for the building of soldiers’ 
homes; 
‘ion to what is proposed to be done by 
the Federal authorities. . The Common- 
-wealth Government, hyena recognis- 
ing t that i in South Australia there was al- 
ea) in operation a ie Msaian for the con- 


RE PRESENTATIVES Ae 


first, I considered that that was a hay 


‘placed by Mr. Milne, an Adelaide archi- 
tect, to represent Messrs Kirkpatrick. 


in Franklin-street, the Deputy Commis-— 
‘sioner invited applications for the filling” 


but I desire first to direct atten- gest that the Department will cost 


that hE it has: been established 


séhneion of house war saliees. appoi x 
Captain Bell, of the Repatriation D 
partment, as ‘Deputy Commissioner, 
economical arrangement. is 


eood and © 


Working, as it did, in conjunction with © 


the State Bank, Wt ailed: every little, af a; - 
any, increased "expenditure to. the Com- ie 
monwealth, Later, however, - Colonel a 


: Baker, who had been originally Deputy, 7 
si Commissioner, was appointed to repre-| 


sent the architects, Messrs. Kirkpatrick | 
Brothers. This arrangement, however, — 4 
continued for only a brief period. A Mr, | 
Duckmartin was sent over to peehi cia 
the architects, and he has since been re- 





The very latest situation is that-a Cap 4 ¥ 
tain Earle has been ‘appointed Deputy © 

Commissioner. Following his establish-. oy 
ment in office, and having taken premises — 























of a number of minor positions. Honor- 
able members will perceive, by the fol- 
lowing list, that it is intended to estab- 


lish a Department of considerable 
strength :- — ’ 

i oe in Charge . ioe 

' Assistant Surveyor ... Bie 

Dravghtsmam we es 

Drauchtsman EY aime aie ge 

Chainman {(approximate) Ue 

Architect in Charge .. — a 


Architectural Draughtsman .. 
Architectural. Draughtsman .. 
Building Inspector .. 
Inspector and Clerks of Works 
~- Foreman of Works .. 4 
Accountant phasrelae aN 
Sub-Accountant and Clerks 
Sub-Accountant and Clerks 
Contract Clerks ~ sie A 
General Section and ee cdrda s 
General Section and. Records .. 


Messenger ity i 

LP pistes es Cle ae 

Typistes olin, wea 
Total a 


The list does not Gadade the’ salary ‘o £ 2 
the Deputy Commissioner or touch on 
tte outlay upon rent. It is fair to s 

my 





than . £7,000 per annum; and we 


comparatively small beginning. 
Yaise no pRsor Lot in ea ike 






ie saneyt to assist and. cpa the pro- 
ject, but that there is already in exist- 
‘ence in South Australia a Department 


which’ is efficiently and- satisfactorily 
meeting requirements.’ The South Aus- 
tralian Government, in 1916, passed: an 
Act for the building of soldiers’ homes, 


and since that: ‘period they have been 


earrying on with remarkably few com- 
plaints; generally, indeed, the Depart- 
ment has given very sreat satisfaction. 


Since the inception of this activity the 


State Bank has built’ and -bought, and 
paid off. “mortgages upon houses, repre- 
senting a total of 3,574 dwellings. In 


addition, there are about 600 houses in 


the course of construction, and their total 
approximate cost is £381, 000. The aver- 
age cost of each house bas in South Aus- 
tralia has been £577 10s. 11d.; 
cludes cost of land. 
. every instance is brick and stone, I in- 
vite honorable members, to inspect photo- 
graphs of some of. the hoines, which are 
_on view in the Queen’s Hall. They will 
note that: the dwellings are of four and 


five, and, in some instances, more, rooms; . 


and that they vary in appearance, all 6 
them being modestly attractive. The 
lowest wall of any of the houses yet: built 
measures, from floor to ceiling, 10 feet. 
The total amount spent by the State Go- 
vernment in building, to date, represents 


£2,064,139. The Act provides that the 
sum of £700 can be expended in 
the buying of land and the build- 
ing of a soldier’s home. | Honor- 


able members will agree, I am_ sure, 
that the price compares more than favor- 
ably with that for similar work carried 
out in any other part of the Common- 
wealth. The South Australian Govern- 
ment haye also very wisely purchased 
large areas of land, which have been 
specially fee planes as the basis of 
future garden cities. These localities be- 
- fore very long will rank among the finest 
assets which any State could possess. The 
areas are laid out with ample recreation 
reserves, and the streets are already 
planted with trees. The houses in the 
town-planned areas’ will cost only a little 
more than £500 each. | 


Mr, 


Bank assist in financing the State Go- 
vernment project? 


~< 


that” in- - 
The material in 


house. 


Rurey. —Does the Gommonwealth 


1920] i 


Mr. BLUN DELL.—No; the State. is” 
raising the money from its ‘own resources. 
Lhe? advances are made for a term. not 
exceeding fifty years and .carry interest - 
at the rate of 45 per cent. per annum. 
Those are a great deal better terms ane : 
the Commonwealth authorities are offer-— : 
ing. In addition, the State Government 
provide that soldiers’ homes shall be free yh 
of all rates and taxes, including water 
rates, for the first period of five, years, 
Assistance of that nature, it must be ad-— 
mitted, amounts to a very considerable 
allowance. ef 

Mr. Fewroyn.—And the State is potins 
no financial backing from the Common- 
wealth ? 

Mr. BLUNDELL.—None whalers 
Instead of receiving financial assistance, 
indeed, the State has now to face active 
competition in carrying out its work on 
behalf of South Australian soldiers. 

Mr. Ropgers.—That is to say, the State 
authority is still continuing to build these 
homes ? 

Mr. BLUNDELL—Yes, both for sol- 
diers and for soldiers’ widows. The maxi- 
mum amount. of rent required from those 
assisted 1s 7s. per week; the amount 
varies, of course, with the size of dis 
The average rent which a widow 
is required to pay for her home, which is 
given to her for life, amounts to Ba. : 

Mr. Ropczrs.—I take it that both the 
State and Federal Departments are com-_ 
peting in respect to land, material, and 
labour. 

Mr. BLUNDELL. —Yes, that is one of! 
the chief points which I have in mind. 
An advance of £600 is repayable by equal — 
monthly instalments of principal and in- 
terest as follows :— 


Approximate 
Term. Instalment. Weekly | 
Equivalent. 
8.) da. 8 d's 
PO GY ears i coy eh 3. 6. 
20 Neare 2 ti 12 21} 
a ¥ Cars) ye 10 12 ae: Ss 
42 Years 8 Il A Ean 
50 Years eh, 1 Bes 


South Australia ought to ba aie proud — 
lof those terms, and the system ought — 
not to be jeopardized by the estab— - 
lishment of a | competing Depart- 
ment by another Government; be 
cause the moment the Commonvwealth 


establishes a Department in South Aus- 


tralia for the Biased of homes for 





ae it ds ae natural the biter or 


-of houses. 


, 


Pa ies 4h) tet oe arrnae /* ca 





el 


that Department will push matters for all 


they are worth to justify themselves, 
- ‘which means that they will be out to. buy 

land and secure contracts for the building — 
Thus they will considerably © 


increase the cost of land and. building 
material, thereby creating difficulty for 
the State i in carrying out its work. The 


establishment of a Commonwealth Depart- 
ment for the building of soldiers’ homes 


‘an South Australia will have & bad effect”. 


on the soldiers. i « 


What are Abe Common- . 





Mr. 


Riney. 


wealth officers doing: in South Australia 
now? 


Mr. BLUN DELL. —They 


are making 


preparations to build teeta for soldiers; 
but what soldier is likely to accept the- 


conditions ot the Commonwealth War Ser- 


». vice Homes Act, liberal as it is, in pre- 
férence to the South Australian. system? 


Mr. Poynron.—But the honorable 


‘member has not stated the whole case. > 


Mr. BLUNDELL.—_No; 


explain it further. 


I intend to 


“men not embraced by fhe South Austra- 


han Act. 


The latter is restricted to men 


‘Im receipt of a salary of not more than 


£300 a year. 


And the Commonwealth 
will build houses for souabe any Ye- 
turned soldier. 


Mr. Ruxy.—Is not, that an mea abaxial 


ment? - 


_ Mr. BLUNDELL.—I admit that at is 
on improvément on the South Australian 
Act. The Commonwealth Act also in- 
eludes. munition workers. However, the 
State Government, through their emoreau 
Department, eh has been established 
for twenty years, are prepared to adminis- 
ter that portion of the Commonwealth Act 
which makes provision for the classes of 
persans not covered by the State Act, 
There is no justification for crbating a 
new Department simply to‘ cover tke” 
classes of persons not covered by the South 
Australian legislation. It ought to be pos- 
sible for the Commenwentin to act in co- 
operation with the State’ Governments, 


and, if necessary, appoint one officer to 
act conjointly with the State Bank in > 
order to carry out the work of building © 
houses for munition workers and others 


and soldiers in receipt of a Me ie corne 
than £300 a year. . CR 


“a : 


- ing up a new Department. 


The Commonwealth 
Act extends its advantages to classes of . 







- aw not the ¢ mon- — 
weal Office An South Australia a branch 
of ‘the Federal WamiBervige Homes: sir 
partment? . 
Mr. BLUN DELL malt a is; but, .as. there & 
is already ia operation in South ‘Australia eK 
a State system of building soldiers’ homes, 
there is 110 aeed for the creation of another 
; Department in that State, for this pur- 
pose. We ought tw be able to co-ordinate ~~ 
‘the work, and avoid the unnecessary build- 





a 





, Mr. Brennan.—Would it not he the? 
‘better form’ of co-ordination to allow the 
Commonwealth Government to control — a 
the whole of. the work throughout Aus a 
tralia? — Ms 





























Mr. BLUNDEUL--@he honomble 
member’s interjection raises another — i, 
issue. -On an appeal-to the electors, both  - 


thé South Australian Government then 1 ine 
power and the Opposition pledged hom.” | 
selves that if they were returned to power 
they would:establish a system of home ~ 
building, aud the Government, which was. 
returned to power, carried put its pledge, ee 
and now feels it an obligation 40 carry 
off the work which it’ wndertook. 
In any case, if the | 
repealed, and the whole of the activities — 
of building soldiers’ homes’ were handed 
over ‘to the Commonwealth, the soldier 
who. builds in the future in South Auns- 
tralia will be placed at a disadvantage 
as compared with one whose house’ has 
Slready been built by the State Govern- 
ment. In South Australia we have al-— 
ready felt.the competition of the Common- — 
wealth. . Contractors are beginning 
withdraw. their contracts; in fact, one con- 
tract has already been withdrawn because 
the claim is made that since the Gommon-: 
wealth have come into the business, : 
cost of bricks and material and so f 
has increased beyond the ‘prices on 1 
their tender’ was originally based. 
contract now under consideration | de 
with the building of 1,000 houses. The 
contractors are now ‘finding out that they 
cannot carry on their contracts ab, t 
present prices. ee 

Mr. Fenton Have the State Gover 
ment the same right of land resumpti n 
as the Commonwealth has, at reasd nab] 
rates? ; 

Mr. BLUNDELL, othe Sige ms a 
tion authorizing the resumption of land 
TOL public utilities does not cover 
Teton of. blocks for soldier i 














| Ele ae ied sa, a as ie 
“land in the ordinary way, and find no 
difficulty in getting plenty of it at rea- 


sonable prices. If a soldier wishes to 
build a house in a particular locality, 


such as Park Terrace, Unley, where 
land ds considerably higher — in yalue 
than elsewhere, the ‘State Bank will 
assist him in effecting the  pur-— 


chase if he is prepared to put down a 
“little of his,own money. The State Go- 
vernment do not insist on all the soldiers 


* living in these garden cities they are 


building; they are prepared to build else- 
_ where, wherever a man thinks it advan- 
-tageous for him to live. I do not sub- 
mit this matter as a carping critic. If 
the Minister doubts what I say, I ask him 
‘to send a reliable officer to South ae 
tralia to make an investigation ; and, 

as the. result of that visit the heen is 


satisfied ‘with the manner in which the — 


State. are undertaking this work, then let 
“us have common-sense sos n elon be- 


_ tween the Commonwealth and the State 


in this reggrd, and avoid the expense of 
building up a new Department. I am 
‘sure that if these inquires are made, the 
Minister will)find that it will be bonenrial 
-to,the soldier and the taxpayer alike not 


to ereate.a new Department in South Aus- 
tralia for the building of soldiers’ homes. . 


‘I submit this matter to-day because it is 
urgent that it should be dealt with be- 
fore applications for the advertised posi- 
tions close. Otherwise, these’ officers will 
be appointed, and thors will be great dif- 
fieulty in getting them out of their posi- 
tions. I hope that the House will. give 
the matter the serious ‘consideration “ib 
- deserves, in the interests of the soldiers ; 
and I confidently appeal to my honorable 
friends in the Economy corner, 

Mr. 
thing apply im all the States? — hes 

Mr. BLUNDELL:-—No. 
States are not undertaking the work of 
building soldiers’ homes. If the Com- 
monwealth is doing this work in New 
South Wales.and Victoria, there is no 
need for the States to step in, but where 
the States are already doing it, the Cem- 
monwealth should -not itertore, Where, 
\ However, the States are not building these 
houses, let the Commonwealth do 80. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
[3.11]—I wish to supplement the , re- 
marks of the honorable member for Ade- 


na | HY , 


# 
Rozperr Coox.—Does the same 


“Some of the’ 


toria. 


States. 
designs of houses. 


feet 6 inches by 12 feet, a second bedroom 


12 feet by 11 feet, a drawiner oom 13 feet y : 
by 12 feet, a dining-room 15 feet by 14. 


feet, a Kitchen 19. féet by 11 feet 6 


inches, and a bathroom, laundry, and con- 
TL ask honorable members to ~ 


veniences. 
eompare the sizes of those rooms with 


the sizes of the rooms in the hotises we 


inspected in Victoria a few days ago. In 
every one of the South Australian houses 


there is a clear height of 10 feet from 


floor to ceiling in each room. I believe 
that the height in Victoria was 9 feet, 
but it is being raised to 10 feet. The 
South Australian blocks of land would 
average at least one-third larger than the 
blocks on which the houses in Victoria 
have been built. 


Mr. Poynron.—That is because of the : 


difference in land values. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — Land 


values may be partly the explanation, but. 


a good es) of the houses in Adelaide 
are within 2 


Office. 


Mr, Poywron.—We could not get land 
for this purpose within 2 miles of the 3) 


Melbourne Town Hall. 
Mr. RICHARD. 3 OSTER.—The 


houses we inspected in Victoria were 6 
or 7 miles from the General Post Office, — 
and there ought not to be a very great 


disparity in values between land 2 miles 


from the Adelaide General Post Office 
Melbourne — 


and land 6 miles from the 
General Post’ Office. q 
Mr. Pacr.—There is: no comparison 





between the populations of Adélaideé and. be 


Melbourne. 
Mr. 


is there any comparison between 


houses erected in the two cities. 


miles of the General Post — 


laide (Mr. Bluxidell) a making a com- 
parison between the styles of houses builf 
in South Australia and those built in Vic- 
I have inspected many of the 
latter, and if the Minister for Repatria= 
tion will send to Adelaide a competent ex- 
pert from his Department, I shall be — 
guided by his decision as to whether the — 
State authorities there are not making a 
better job thanvis being made in the other — 
The State Bank in South Aus- 
tralia is operating on eighteen different 
I have here a sample 
plan which shows one large bedroom 15 


RICHARD FOSTER. <Neithen 4 
theres 
prices of the land, nor the solidity of tire 2s 
q oa 
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photographs ae the haitied work 


that has been put into the houses in Ade- 


laide. Of the houses which have been 
- provided, half have been constructed and 
the others have been purchased. I eall 
attention to the fact that as soon as the 
Commonwealth Bank’s officers stepped 
into the’ business of buying houses the 


value of similar houses rose within a week 


nearly £100 each, and as the honorable 
member for Adelaide said, the presence~ 
of two big competing parties for build- 
ings led to an increase in every item of 
building material. 


-vernment, was engaged for eight or nine 
years prior to entering upon this work 


for soldiers in building houses for civi- 


lians. So that its officers have had a 
great deal of experience of, house-build- 
ing. During those eight years, and also 
durings the last three or four years, since 
they have been building soldiers’ cottages, 
they have employed continuously a num- 
ber of small contractors. From the be- 
_gimning the Department weeded out any 


contractors who showed a tendency to- 
and only kept. 


wards “jerry” building, 
those in whom it had the utmost confi- 
dence—men who could be left to complete 
a house from foundation to roof, with ab- 
solute confidence on the part of the autho- 
rities that no bad work would be put into 
it. That is the reason why the State 
Bank has been able to erect these houses 
at an average cost of £577 10s. 11d each. 
There is no comparison between that cost 
and the cost, of houses built 
: States. 
Mr, Grecory. — Much depends upon 
the date on which the houses were built. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—AII the 


soldiers’ homes have been built since the. 


15th November, 1917, when the Act came 
into operation. The honorable member 


for Adelaide (Mr. Blundell) has rightly 


said that the entry of the Commonwealth 
Bank upon the scene has led to every con- 
tractor withdrawing from the service of 
the State Bank. They have said, “‘ We 
have two strings to our bow now, and we 
shall get better prices.” 

Mr. Tupor.—Have they ‘done so? 

Mr. 
Unless this competition is discontinued, 
the South Australian Government will 


have no alternative but to withdraw from 


the work, 


[REPRESEN] TATIVES. | i 


‘The State Bank, as. 
the agent of the South Australian Go- 


in other ~ 


than what it has to pay for its money. 


State Government of South Australia just 


RICHARD FOSTER.—Yes.— 








Mr. Genes it There are eee Boe. 
vetiinental ‘construction authorities: TOW 
That is preposterous, any 

Mr. Tupor.—I thought the honorable iy 
member believed in competition. = 

Mr. Grecory.—I desire competition, 
but not three construction authorities. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The hon- 


orable member for Dampier does not. be- a 


lieve in a firm competing against itself, 
but that is, in effect, what is being done 
to-day. In regard is the objection that 
the State Bank does not build for sol-. 7 
diers ‘receiving an income of more than’ ~ 
£300 per annum, I know that the State : 


Bank is prepared to submit to-morrow to! 


the Minister for Repatriation an offer to 


build all the houses. he requires, at a 


charge of only 4 per cent. for supervision. 


Mr. Ritey. — What is the honorable 
member’s policy i in’ regard to soldiers who | 
have no money? hee 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. Me Haney oie 
is to do one thing well at a time, instead _ 
of starting impossible things. The charge 
of half per cent. for supervision covers _ 
everything. There are no architect’s fees, 
neither are there any agreements, regis- 
trations or anything else to'be paid for. — 
I appeal to my honorable friends on the 
Public Works: Committee to say whether _ 
a charge of half per cent. for the super- _ 
vision of such work is not a very small 
one. PAU UL igs ah 

I wish now to make a few observations — 
in commendation of the attitude of the — 
State Government. It undertook this — 
work in fulfilment of a pledge, made long 
before the Commonwealth scheme was 
suggested, and, in accordance with that 
pledge, it charges interest on deferred 
payments at the rate of only 44 per cent. 
per annum, which is considerably less 











If this competition between the Common- — 
wealth and the State is to go on, with the _ 
result that prices of building material. Le 
continue to go up, the State Government _ 
will not be able to continue the work. 
It is a question whether the Common-— 
wealth should not find the money for the 









as it 1s finding the money for the erec-— 
tion of war service homes in the othe: 
States; but on this. point of overlapping 
and competition I am satisfied that I shall 
not appeal in vain to the opinion of the 
House. I ask honorable members to. 


examine the ESOT ne of Meee 





ht aroting 


Hoesen on 1859 





cbactha ayy ihe South ee seal 


ment and to carefully consider the whole 


question. JI have only to say in con- 
clusion that I feel fairly confident that 
the Minister for Repatriation does not 
desire to continue this Ba tee com- 


: petition. 


Mr. POYNTON ' (Grey Master for 
Home and Territories) [3.23]. 
rather glad that the. honorable’ ‘member 





for Adelaide (Mr. Blundell) thas. brought 


forward this question since the position of 
the Department will stand the test of 
investigation. I shall. deal first of all 
with the comparison which the honorable 


- member for Wakefield (Mr, Richard Fos- 
ter) made of the cost of war service homes. 


here and ai those built in Adelaide by 


the State. He touched the spot, al-. 


though he did not seem to realize it, when 
he said that the — price of land in the 


suburbs of Adelaide is much cheaper than 
in the-metropolis of Melbourne. I think 
there.is a. difference of about. £100 be- ” 
tween the cost of the war service homes | 


built in Melbourne and those erected in 


Adelaide, and it will be found that the 
higher cost of land in this State fairly, 


well accounts for the difference. 
There is a good deal to be said i in 1 favour 


‘of the building scheme which is carried 


on by the State Bank of South Australia. 
The scheme, however, was never in- 
tended to apply to the building of 
soldiers’ homes. It was originated some 


years ago to provide for the erection of 


homes for workmen who were not in re- 
ceipt of more than £300 per annum. 
Under that scheme a deposit of) some- 
thing like 40 per cent. is required, and 
the eaebOr ane Act fixes the rate of 
interest at 43 per cent. * 

Mr. ee ai —Returned Slates have 
not to pay'a halfpenny by 1 way of i 
under'the State schemet)< |. 

Mr. POYNTON. —The honorable mem- 
ber is mistaken. 

Mr. BiunpELiL,—I1 inieodneed the Bill 
in the South Australian Parliament, and 
I ought to know what its provisions are. 

Wir. POYNTON. —At all events, some 


time ago it was suggested to the Minister 


for Repatriation (Senator Millen) that 
the Commonwealth should finance the 


| State Bank of South ‘Australia in the 


building of homes for returned soldiers, 
since it had undertaken rather more then 
-it could carry out in connexion with the 
State Pas scheme. Cath Feely was that 


eet - ¥ 
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-must be misinformed. 


he could not, having regard to the limita- 
tions imposed by the State Act. Borg: 
instance, we erect homes for soldiers, sol- 
diers’ dependants, sailors, and nurses, as 
well as for munition workers and war 
workers, 

Mr. Brunprtt.—The South Australian ~ 
Act covers all, with the exception of | 
munition workers and, war workers. |” 

Mr. POYNTON.—That. being. 80; 10) 
still leaves a number unprovided for. We _ 
have to-day applications for the erection _ 
of no less than 893 houses in South Aus- 
tralia. Of these applications, 375 have — 
been approved. ( 

Mr, Ricnarp Fostrr.—How many of | 
the applicants are in receipt of more than | 


£300 per year? 


Mr, ‘POYNTON.—1 do not’ uae © 
Can we support a scheme which is limited — 


to persons in receipt of not more than 
£300 per annum ? 


Mr. Ricnarp Fostrer:—Bui the ‘Sinie | 
has offered to do the work at a charge of © 

% per cent. for supervision. 

Mr. POYNTON.—I do not. dispute 


that. Honorable members must realize 


that it would be impossible for the Min- 
ister to support a scheme adopted by one 
State which differed from that in opera- 
tion in another. 

Mr. Riczarp Fosrer.—Why not, if Tt 
is a better scheme? 

Mr. POYNTON.—I venture to say 
that the South Australian scheme is not. 
better than our own. Under that scheme, : 


when houses are built for persons in re- 


ceipt of more than £300 per annum, de- | 
posits are insisted on. 

Mr. Brunpert.—The statement that a _ 
deposit is required of returned soldiers — 
1s incorrect. | 


Mr. POYNTON.—Then the Minister _ 


Mr. Brunperi.—He is. A telepvaut ae 
the South Australian Government will 
prove that my statement is correct.) 7 | 

Mr. POYNTON.—I have received for 
the Repatriation Department, since the — 
honorable member spoke, a statement, (ah 
which it is said— ‘i: 

Another important circumstance contributed 
to the decision to open.a branch office, Under 
the South Australian State Housing Scheme, — 
the Government advances money for the pur-) 
pose of home construction at the rate of 44 pe 
cent. per annum, where the applicant receive 
a salary not exceeding £300 per year. Where me 
the salary of the applicant is in excess Me £300. 4 
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43 per cent., 
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- per annum, 5 per cent. interest is. charged, 
‘and the applicant is required ‘to furnish a vde- 


posit of at least 40 per cent. of the value of 
the property. 


Is that correct ? 
Mr. Birunperzy.—So far as it relates to 


/ 


persons in receipt of more than £300 per 
annum, it is correct. 


Mr, ‘POYNTON. —_We fix no limit to 
the income of a returned soldier, and we 
charge 5 per cent. interest, because we can- 
not obtain the money for less. In charging 
the’ State Government are 
making a loss. 


presentatives of South Australia on this 
question, and to arrive at a settlement. 

Mr. Brunperi.—I am satisfied with 
that statement. 


Mr. POYNTON.—We started. building 


operations in Adelaide in October last. 


~We opened a branch on the 8th August, 


1919. That branch office remained open 


two months, when it was closed. In con-. 
sequence of the agitation for the build- 


ing of war service homes—893 applica- 
tions for houses being received—and the 
State authorities making no effort to 
amend their’ Act to\ bring it into’ line 
with our own 
Mr. Ropesers.—Everything could be 
adjusted by an amendment of the Act. 
Mr. POYNTON.—The Minister would 
be only too glad to meet the South Aus- 





tralian authorities, and to advance money 
They have applied to him 


to the State. 
for money, bub, because of the want of 


uniformity between their housing scheme_ 


and that of the Department, he does not 
feel justified in advancing it. 

Mr. Grecory.—The Department cont 
have utilized the State organization to 
do the work, but mstead of doing so it 
placed two sets of authorities in the 
States in addition to the-State authori- 
ties. 


Mr. POYNTON.—It is all, very well 


to blame the Commonwealth, but I am 
sure that the Minister for Repatriation 
(Senator Millen) has done all that he 
could to arrive at an arrangement with 
the States. 
of the: soldiers, 
under certain conditions, 


cause the States got money.at 4} per cent. 


Mr. Ricnarp Foster. Cag ey look . at 
the character of the pons built - the 
State avthorities! 


NETS. POYNTON. ae: of ae are 


not, so God, 


The Minister for Repa-— 
 triation will be very pleased to meet re- 


. Australian legislation. - 
ain this matter is in. preventing duality Ob. ae 


He told me that it would be - 
- more to the advantage o 
to do s0, be-, 


Western Australia the ame 






vis Pi ohien: Nae of th 
are so small as those here ‘ a8 

Mr. POYNTON.—I’ think Jt will: vale 
found that the difference between the cost a, 


of the South Australian homes and that ss 


of the Victorian homes is due to the dif- | 
ference between the cost of land im the i 
two States. If a deputation representing 
the State Bank and the Government can +7 
come to Melbourne, the Minister Wl (34 
meet them, and try tovarrange for a hous- 
ing scheme to: be ow out under them 
superyision . 3 
Mr. RODGERS iio [3. 33). aot 
The House is indebted to the honorable 
member for Adelaide (Mr. Blundell) for _ 
having in a very temperate manner | 
brought this matter before it He has a 
first-hand knowledge of the facts, being 
the Minister responsible for the South 
.My only concern 


control. Apparently in this case, asin so ~ 
many. others, immediately the Common-_ | 
wealth takes a step forward it treads on 
the heels of the States, the State and ae 
Commonwealtlr authorities trying to d& <u 
the same work. On a private occasion, in | 
connexion with the pensions, I made. Seid is 
firm protest, and took what, action I conld 
to prevent the establishment of two De- oe y 
partments, and. I again tell the Minister 
that whenever it is possible to pre- — 
vent the duplication and overlapping 
of _ Commonwealth and State De-- 
partments, T_ shall consistently try to” 
prevent. it. “I can see ahead of us 
thundering debt, which will be piled up 
as the result of huge _programmes for- 
naval construction and other ‘defence 
work, and unless the governing authori- 
ties of Australia set to work to define’. 
their respective domains, and keep within 
those domains, the financial drift will be 
hopeless. It behoves every member of the > 
House to take a definite stand against 
duplication of effort. In my opinion, the 
Commonwealth, had it conferred with the 
States at the inception of the war service 
homes scheme, could have come to an 
arrangement with them which w ould 
have satisfied both parties. Hepen ties gs 
travelled with the Western Australian 
Minister responsible for the building o of 
homes. He thought that he had co 
cluded an arrangement with the Minist 
for Repatriation, but shortly afterwat 
he got a message calling it off. The C 0 
monwealth Bank is going to carry | ou 
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oe ve Ee utibate: Thus there will, be 
two separate building authorities, two 
st faffs competing for the limited amount 
of building material available. 
> Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—And for the 
‘a ited amount: of labour available. 
2 oad RODGERS.—Yes, and the Aus- 
tralian soldier will be facen with two sets 
2 of conditions, one better than the other. 
fh} Pie i is woeful that, after so many protests 
_ in this chamber, ‘this lack of business co- 
operation should continue. I shall not 
a vote for a duplication of effort by the Com- 
ey “monwealth where work is being carried 
ne out effectively by a State. | 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) (3. 97] — 
a wish’ to draw attentién to what came 
under my notice a few days ago in 
i) Western Australia. Like the honorable 
member for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers), I 
have aigreat, objection to duplication, but 
in Western Australia, I saw, not duplica- 
“tion but triplication. ‘| 
Mr James Pacu.—The ee way to 
stop” that is: by the usopes of Unifica- 
per 








Mr. GREGORY. —That cal i to 20° 


e £6: an even greater absurdity. I have seen 
so much of ‘Commonwealth administra+ 
- tion that I would be sorry for a distant 






State that had to intrust all its interests 


to this Parliament. In Western Aus- 


tralia a Department was formed many . 


i years” ago for the construction of work- 
men’s. homes. J have never been in fa- 
-vour of either the Commonwealth or a 
State carrying out work of that kind on 
the day-labour system. But the estab- 
lishment of the Western Australian De- 

~ partment has. had the good effect of keep- 
ing contractors from putting their heads 
together. Where you are not tied down to 
one system ,without’ competition, you get 
good results. 1 believe that in South 
Australia they had a similar Department. 
In the West there are architects, clerks 
of works, and the full staffs necessary for 
the carrying out of building operations. 
. When the war service homes scheme 
was agreed upon, the Commonwealth put 
a. staff of its own into, Western Australia. 
Tt is necessary to have a. Deputy Con- 
troller in. each (State to administer the 
affairs of the War Service Homes De- 
partment, but. I see. na reason. why nego- 
_tiations for the carrying out of building 
operations should not have been’ concluded 
with the ‘States. The Western Austra- 
lian Department is at present building 
workers’ homes, and coul construct war 





ay, 1920.] 


he showed me; 


ance for some time. longer. 


the cities. 


portance. — 


service homes.- “Now, the Demy Cond 
troller of the Commonwealth Department > 
is building houses for soldiers in certam - 
parts of the State, and the Commonwealth 
Bank employs another staff doing similar — 
work. I went round with the Deputy — 
Controller, and saw Some very fine work — 
that has been done by his Department. 
I was quite satisfied with the work that en 
but when at Geraldton I~ ; 
was informed that at Mullawa an applica- * 
tion for a soldier’s home had been ap- 
proved, but nothing was done for five or 
six months, and then suddenly, word 
came from the Commonwealth Bank that. 
the whole matter was to remain in abey- 
Then): (air di 
Geraldton, the Commonwealth Bank pure 
chased land on»which a war service home a 
was to be erected, but. a few weeks prior 
to the date arranged for the marriage of 

the young fellow who was to’ occupy it, 





. word camé from the Bank that the eens ! 


was not to be proceeded with for some. 
time. When Jt returned to Perth, I got. 
the Deputy Controller to take the ‘matter 
in hand, and to give a decision regarding _ 
it. When the Repatriation Department 
takes work out of the hands of the State, 
those in the cities may be well catered 
for, but the requirements of those in the 
country cannot be met, because the Com- 
monwealth Department has not a staff te | 
do country work, whereas the State De- ~ | 
partments have officers in different dis- | 
tricts. and. are able to carry out work nee 
anywhere without undue delay. eA 
Mr.. Ropcers.—Under the supervision ae 
of experienced men. ue 
Mr. GREGORY.—Yes. The Denby. Bre 
Controller has no officials in the country, 
and, therefore, applications for war sere 





Mice homes coming from soldiers in the — 


country are inordinately delayed. “I do 
not, think that the Government snould | 
put up houses in out-of-the-way places, — 
where, if they were left untenanted by 
the soldiers for whom they were built, | _ 
they would be of no value at all; but in 
districts having a+ recognised settled 
future, the Dopaiteant should erect 
houses without delay, and the Govern: 
ment should be more ready to give as- ae 
sistance to. persons living in the country! 
than to. persons living in the ojties, so as” 
ta prevent the drifting of population to 
I do not say that the big city 
constructions should not go on, but the 
other work is, t6 my mind, of- more im. 
The sce of effort, by 














puty Controller should be stopped. We 
- do not want the Commonwealth Bank to 
send officials to Western Australia. 

ta IVEY 
lian Government. received any assistance 
from the Commonwealth Bank ? 


Mr. GREGORY.—I do not know; but © 


: in this case the Commonwealth Govern: 
ment finds the money. 


“Mr, Ritey.—If it has, that may be the 


reason why the Bank wishes fo have a 
hand in the matter. We are responsible 
to the soldiers, not to the State authori- 
‘ties, in respect of these houses. 

ET: | 
Bank, having satisfied itself as to the se- 


curity for any advance, should ‘allow the. 


work to be carried out by’ the’ War Ser- 
‘vice Homes Department, instead of using 
officers of its own. I hope that in the 
future there will not be the delays in the 
building of war service homes that there 
have been in the past. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Potts) 
[3.45].—I hope that the Government. will 
not’ agree to the suggestion 


honorable member for Adelaide (Mr. 
Blundell). In. common with other 
‘honorable’ members, I would, if I 
could, abolish duality of effort. ‘There ~ 
are many reasons why «the Com- 
-monwealth should not hand this work 


over to the States. 
- South Australia was brought into exist- 


ence for the specific purpose of providing. 
homes for workers with a certain wage; 


and I have information to the effect that 
this Department has not proceeded with 
the work. at anything like the speed ex- 


pected. Whether that was because there — 


Js an unsympathetic Government in power 
I do not know, but they have done very 
little in the matter of workmen’s homes. 
We are told that if there are two authori- 
tative bodies seeking building material, 
it will have the effect of raising prices ; 
but even if the States do the. work. the 
volume of demand on their part will have 
the same effect. It is a fact that in South 
Australia now there is a greater scarcity 


of building material than in any othe 


State; and, as I say, it does not matter 
how many Departments undertake this 
work, the. volume of the demand will 
create’ difficulty. I am strongly of 
opinion that the Commonwealth should 
undertake this work. 


if we make this cpa) gpd elites in 


i 





‘ thio: ‘Commonwealth Bank and ae | ‘De- 


Ritey.—Has the Western A petra 


Under the. circumstances, 


GREGORY.—The Commonwealth | 


used with advantage they should be used, h 
but in the present case I do not think 


cf the. 


Australians, 


necessary 4 


The Department in 


Mr. GrReEcory. —The staff is” Ayer al- 
ready. : i ae Y 
Mr. MATHEWS.—But an srpeaeun 


. volume of work must mean an increased 
‘staff, and there. will. always. have to be 


purposes, and not for the SME) 


a good ‘‘ milch cow.” — 


grumble, S 
‘been made fcr the job at Foe ene 


‘Commonwealth’ per te ‘alowenes 
Of course, I'regret — 
that there should be any duplication, but 
a the eae as, a the 








se case. ar South ous we cual he 
the other States, perhaps, asking TOR} 
variations, The Government made a 

great mistake in. introducing the Conk ; 
monwealth Bank into this business, ‘for ie 


the Bank, when it had control of the 


finances, bungled matters. I undertake — 
to say that a house constructed under the me 
supervision of the Commonwealth pine 
will cost 10 or 20 per cent. more than 
a house built. by another -authority. 
the Common- 
wealth Bank should be withdrawn from) 99 
this work in every State; and I wonder 
that this has not been done before. We — 
did have a hint that it would be done. 
‘Mr. Poynron.—It has. been done. eR 
Mr. MATHEWS:—I am glad to hear — 
that statement. I have always held that 
where the States Departments can be 
































that any advantage would accrue. ihe 

Mr.. Grecory.—I ‘suggest that there 
should be a Government agent in abso- 
lute control in each State. oy 

Mr. MATHEWS.—There is eases a. 
difficulty i in an arrangement of that kind. — 
Tf we hand over this work to the Seat | ee 
can we belieye that there 
will not be a considerably increased staff . 


supervision exercised ae ‘the Common- 
wealth. Mose 

Mr. Gregory. That Ene of ee 
than as Be ae ye 


seen, 

Mr. Rapewas One South Adee 
over 3,000 homes have been constructey L 
with the present machinery. 


Mr. MATHEWS,—That was. for Bite 


Unfortunately _the Commonwealth — 
looked on oy. ‘the State Governments i 


Mr. Tupor.—-South Australia need 1 
secing that no payment has 


‘Mr. MATHEWS,.—That 


1S) wha 
stolid do. é 


There is much troubl: 


j Federal ren ation) and even by the oe 
A lapping of one Department over another. 
It seems that one Department dislikes | 









. doing work for another, and, if the work 


is done, it is at an inercased | cost. 


I do 


nob say it is impossible for the Director 


of the War Servige Homes to make 


arrangements in South Australia for 


example, but I do not believe that such 


 atrangements would give such satisfaction 


as would control by the, Government. 
have heard much of what has been 

done in Victoria in regard to war. ser- 

vice homes, and certainly the work has 


been much better than anything. that 
could have been done by the States. 
_ building of these homes has caused an 


The 


| extra demand for material, but uf they 


were not being built, other houses would > 
have to be provided by the people. 
other States follow the example of South 


Pe 


If 


Australia, we shall find the war service 


iy homes being erected under five or six dif- 
_ ferent systems.’ I agree with the sug- 


gestion that a conference should be held, 


for it is quite possible that the outcome 
might be beneficial, though I have my 


doubts. My advice is that the work be 


a handed over to the State, but that the con- 


- ditions . shall be set dawn in black and 
.. white to insure that the Commonwealth 


3 shall not be used as a 


“milech cow.’ 


Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) 


{8.54]—In October last, in my place in 


the House, I registered my strongest. pro- 
test against the triplication of work in 


connexion with the, war service homes. . 
EF irst, there were the State Savings Banks, 


| which had experience and all the neces- 


sary machinery for the work; next, there 
was the sub-Department ontablished in 
the Repatriation Department itself; and, 
thirdly, there wa@ the Commonwealth 


Bank, which created a war service homes 


branch. I protested against the extrava- 


cance involved, and for reasons which I> 


then stated. an 1918, when -the War 


‘Servieé Homes Bill was _before us, there 
was, with much approval, inserted section 


50, ‘by. which. the Minister was specially 


‘authorized to make arrangements with 


the several State Savings Banks for the 


purposes of the Act. The Minister in 
charge of the Bill commended the splen- 


did work done by these banks i in the mat-— 


ier-of workmen’s homes and so forth, and 


indicated that it was his sntention to” 
negotiate with them with the object of 


their undertaking a work; indeed, he 


i [6 May, 1920. us 


hunderiaice this work. In Victoria—and 


_ nitely settled between the State and the 
Commonwealth. For some extraordinary — 


took up the work. 


‘matter of the war service homes. 


ment of the original arrangement! cite 













Homes. | 1863, 








said he was already. in necouinen ee 
them. Those negotiations were consum- 
mated in the foll lowing June, and, as a 
result, the State Parliaments passed Acts 
enabling the State Savings Banks to 


I presume in the other States—the State 
Treasurer introduced the necessary mea- 
gure, and indicated what had been defi- 





reason, however, the Repatriation De-— 
HAH Ean took up the position that they fie 
could not carry out the agreement; and 


it is believed that this was because of the! 
determined pressure of 
- wealth Bank. 


the Common- 
The business of the State 
Savings Banks had been entered upon by 
the Commonwealth Bank, and the latter 


viewed with a degree of dismay the under- 


taking of this work by. the State institu:  _ 
tions. The Minister, for some reason, 
yielded to the. representations of the Com- 
monwealth Bank, which immediately | 
ereated a war service homes branch. | 
The Savings Banks of the States were 
carrying out this class of work at an 
administration cost of 10s. per cent.; 
nevertheless, the Commonwealth Bank 





Mr. Ricuarp losrmEr. 
ill-feeling. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—It did. In ad) 
dition, as I say, the Repatriation Depart- 
ment itself created a sub-Department to _ 
carry on the same work. Colonel Walker 
was appointed Commissioner, and he was 
duly provided with a staff ie architects — 
and other officers; but they had not been ~~ 
very long at wink when much friction — 
and irritation arose between the Com- 3 
monwealth Bank and the sub- ies i 
ment. oe 

Mr. 
yet ? nee 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—1I do. not thine 
so; and it is not likely to be settled. It 
is the clear duty of the Government to in- 
sist that the Commonwealth Bank shall >. 
withdraw from all participation in the 
The 
Bank ought to stick to its own business, 
and, certainly, war service homes do not 
come within its purview. si 

Mr. Roperrs.Has there bet ‘any 
Ministerial explanation of the abandon- 


That left much 

















Burowni. Lats the matter ies 


{ 





Adj ournment 





‘gir ROBERT. BEST. oF hee not 


howd of any public explanation, and the 


incident is, a very regrettable one. 
I do not wish to indulge in an at- 
tack upon the Minister for hk 
patriation (Senator Millen). I realize 
‘the magnificent work which he has per- 


4 formed ; but whatever may have been the 
motive which forced him from his original 


‘attitude, and permitted the Government 
to consent to this flagrantly extravagant 
arrangement, resulting in triplication of 
work, I urge that, even at this late hour, 
the Dommonwoalth Bank be called upon 
to cease its operations in this direction... 
Its activities have aroused an infinite 


number of complaints on the part of — 


soldiers themselves. I have received no 
end of letters complaining of delays of a 
most unconscionable character, respecting 
the operations of the Bank. Occasionally 
I have forwarded these letters to the 
War Service Homes Commissioner, ask- 
ing for a reason for such de.ays. All he 
has begn able to say is, “‘ I have no con- 
trol; I refer you to the Commonwealth 
“ Bank.” It is a disgraceful state of 
“affairs. Im connexion ‘with the work of 
the Commonwealth Bank, in having 
undertaken duties which it did not 
understand, and for which it was never 
equipped, it prepared and issued certain 
plans and specifications in regard to the 
homes it proposed erecting, and these 
were condemned in no measured terms by 
the Institute of Architects in Sydney. 
The whole trouble has arisen because the 
Commonwealth Bank has insisted upon 
undertaking duties which it had no right 
to handle. I congratulate the honorable 
member for Ade.aide (Mr. Blundell) 
upon having brought the subject before 
the House, “and J congratulate him—as 


representing the South ‘Australian Go- 


vernment originally concerned—upon the 


work so splendidly achieved in that State, 
It is an object lesson, which speaks for | 


itself; and it indicates the wisdom of the 
previous views of the Minister for Re- 
patriation when he stated that the State 


machinery was the proper machinery, of 


which the Commonwealth should avail — 
itself for the purpose of constructing - 
soldiers’ homes. Economy and efficiency 
-wou.d be best consulted along those lines. 
Here we have a magnificent example, and - 
a verification of the ideas voiced by my- 


self, as well as by a number of other hon- - 


babi gs members, when the section of’ the 
Act concerned was originally under dis- 


A Ree 2 
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cussion 




































We’ thin: Poraenael! the i 


and T now urge that. he should see his i) 
way clear to insist’ that the Common-. 

wealth Bank have nothing further to da. 
with the constraction of homes, and that, 

in the interests of feducing expendi ture, 
he wil permit the States to carry on. 

Of course, there must. be some degree a 
supervision on the part of the Repatria- 
tion Department respecting the «work 
done by the States, but that is a matter’ ate 
for easy and ready adjustment. Only. av . 
mere skeleton staff need be kept by the 4 
Commonwealth Department for super- 
vision purposes. If the Commonwealth - 
had availed itself of the State institutions — 
from the beginning, in regard to the con-. 
struction of soldiers? homes, the work. — 
would have been carried ion most actively, ee 
effectively, and economically, ae 


Mr, FENTON (Maribyrnong ® [4.5 }.— 
One of the causes for all. this eles ee 
dare ‘say, ts that the Commonwealth 
Bank, ;having started a Savings Bank 
branch, is out to do certain) work along x 
the lines of the State Savings Banks, in. 
the matter of the Crédit Foncier system, : 
I do not know whether the functions of 
the Commonwealth Bank are to be en- 
larged by pending legislation, but some 
arrangement between Commonwealth 
and State Savings Bank institutions © 
would be welcome, whereby considerable | 
duplication might be ended. The Com- 
monwealth Bank has engaged a firm of 
-architects, which is to get so much for 
house designs submitted, and a percent- 
pe for ue of Suet mis es 


bath a Suohine ee et i 
Commonwealth Bank, 


this. Glaus or another. Te thoes) \eaeeay va 
-have the drawmg up of very many speci 

fications for a considerable number of — 
houses in South Australia, it will | i 
-merely and naturally adding to t 
come derived ee nna Dig way of 
“sion, ; |g 









‘aa co fa alee that these 
Re are not now ree by the 
| merencgrwenith Bank. 32 it 


4 Mr. FENTON. —That is news bo me. 
I take it that the Commonwealth authori- 
_ ties have the right to resume land. 
this connexion, if desire to cite an indi- 
vidual Case. A working man had pur- 
WY chased ‘a block of land within a suburb in 
S my ecnstituency. He was about to build, 
when the Commonwealth authorities—I 
iy presume, the Repatriation Department— 
- commandeered that block. They notified - 
_ the owner that they intended to make use 
of it for arsoldier’s home. He had no 
grave objection to offer to that; of course, 
_ but was compelled to wait for. months, 
-and even after going to considerable 
trouble he’ could secure .no’ itformation 
with respect to the intentions of the” 
authorities. In exasperation at last, ‘he’ 
_ said, ‘‘ If you are going to take my block, 
please take it quickly, and pay me at 
once, because I want to buy another block 


in the same neighbourhood on which to 


build, and meanwhile the price is going, 
up.’ 
price. which he originally paid for his 
‘block, and he finds himself faced with 
the position that if he requires to purchase 
in the same locality he must pay consider- 
ably more. Why should he pe penalizet 
because of the long delay of a een ae 
Department? Ree 2 


Mr. Francis. dee things have 
happened in ee came, at ~Car-. 
negie. 2. 


Mr. FENTON. 71 thine alll ihe 
found that the architects, in conjunction 
with the Bank, are pushing matters with 
regard to soldiers’ homes, ‘and are coming 
into competition with the State Savings 
Banks. I can testify to the magnificent 
work undertaken by the latter authorities. 


With regard to the triplication. of activi- © 


ties, as ‘disclosed by the motion, I can 
only say. that it is cruelly unfair to tax- 
payers, and is penalizing returned soldiers 
themselves. Let the best authority carry 
out the work in the best: interests of the 
soldiers and the community. — 


Mr. BLUNDELL (Adelaide) [4. 12]. - 
TI accept the suggestion of the Minister 
(Mr. Poynton) representing the Minister 
for Repatriation. I shall wait upon the 
South Australian Government, and place | 
the position before them, and then, if the 
Peerent state of affairs ‘continues there 


iat 


Se vide 1920.] 


In. 


building in 


He has at last been offered the | 


. by the Commissioner, 











Homes, — i 1865 


will, at ay rate, be no wane attachatie, We. 
to the Minister mele has made the prep ACA: 
sition. 


vested resolved in the negative. 


“WAR SERVICE HOMES. 


Mr. HIGGS asked the Minister repree 
senting the Minister for baie ; 
upon notice— ee 


1. On what date ‘was the Commissioner, fo : 
we Service Homes appointed? Ate Sa 
. On what date did the Commissioner com- oo 
mence to build the first war service home, anda 
where? 

3. On what date was this first- commenced. 
war service home completed ? itt ee 
4. What was the number of war service 
homes completely built by the Commissioner 
for War Service Homes and his staff up to and 

including the 31st of March, 1920? 

pay What are the exact inealics in each State 
where the Commissioner is building war ser- | 
vice homes? 

6. How many homes is the Pontinishianen 
each of the different groups 
throughout Australia? 

(a What are the design numbers adopted by. 
te Commissioner, and the sizes of the houses 
indicated by the design? 

8. What is the approximate total cost of the 
different. groups, including sewerage, building” 
of roads, forming pavements, &e. 

9. What is the cost of each. home in each 
group? 

10. What is the cost of the homes completed 
and the size ofeach of | 
these homes? Aes 

11. Has the cost of each completed home ex- 
eeeded the cost estimated-by the Commissioner? ~ 

12. Is it ‘true that the Commissioner for War 
Service Homes stated that he would have 5,000. 
war service homes completed in Australia, dur- : oo 
ing the year 1919? m 

13. How many war service homes were com-- 


pleted by the Commissioner for ‘War Service’ 
_ Homes (not including the homes built by. the © 


Commonwealth Bank) up to the .dlst Decem-— ay 
ber, 19192 KS) 
Mr. POYN TON —The Corian ene 
states that. the detailed particulars desired — 
are being conn ed: | Rey 












WHEAT POOL. 
Mr. JOWETT (for Mr. Hin.) asked 
the Prime Minister, upon notice— 


When will the House be given an oppor- 
tunity to discuss the question of the continuas 
tion of the Wheat Pool? 


Sir’ JOSEPH COOK” (for ee a 
igs UGHES ) As soon as the state of public 
business pee oi this being done, 


: the report of the inquiry into island administra- 


PACIFIC ISLANDS. 
Commissions Report. | 
ie BURCHELL (for Mr. Bowprn). 


‘asked the Minister for Home and Terri- 
‘tories, upon notice— 


“Whether he will make available to embers 


tion recently made by Messrs. Murray, Tees 


Se 


and Hunt? 

Mr. POYNTON.—It is “ proposed to 
lay the report on the table of the House 
at an early date. 


ECONOMIES COMMISSION. | 
Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr. Arxrmson) 
asked the Price Minister, upon notice— 


Whether he can inform the House when the 
recommendations made in the first report. of the . 
Economies Commission, and which the Prime . 


- Minister announced the Government had’ de- 


cided to act upon, will be given effeet to? 


sir JOSEPH  OOOK | (for Mir 


Hugues).—Steps are now being taken in. 


the direction indicated. + 


/ DESTITUTE RELEASED 
INTERNEES. 


Mr. GABB asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice-— 

1. Whether it is correct that the Government 
will maintain, at economical rates, 
nees recently released on parole from Holds- 
worthy Camp who are in destitute circum- 


stances? 2 


2. If so, will the Government grant some re- 
lief to ex-internees, not on parole, who are in 
destitute circumstances? 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK (for Mr. 


_Hueurs).—The answers to the honorable 
member’s questions are as follow :— 


f PE . . ca 
1. The Government is maintaining for a 


limited period any recently released internees , 


who are destitute, pending their repatriation 
to Germany. 

2. ‘The Government cannot’ ‘accept any lia- 
bility in such cases, 


ROBERT REID AND COMPANY. 


Dr. MALONEY. asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice—_ 


If he will inform the House—~— 

1. How many charges have been made against 
the firm of Robert Reid and Company, Aus- 
tralian importers and warehousemen? 

2. Will he give the whole list of charges 
made against the firm in Queensland, ‘and the 
verdict of the jury in each instance? 


ex-inter- | 


73 _ will Se give the acne of the Tad tn 
cennexion with such charges? — ‘ 


Mr. LAIRD © SMITH soe Me) 
Greenr).—I have made inquiries in the 
‘Department into this matter, and fad 


that no charges have been brought x 


this firm for the past seventeen yen 


es ‘ 


COTTON AND CASTOR BEAN 
CULTURE. 


Mr. CORSER’ asked. the Minister for. 
Trade and Customs, upon nobice— 


A it is a fact that a very large portion. of 


the Commonwealth of Australia is in similar 





latitudes to those in which cotton is grown in a 


various parts of the world? 
2, Uf it isa, fact. that experimental wens or 


castor bedns grown in Queensland have: Gy ra 


turned between £10 ane £20 sterling per acre brie 


per annum? . PoE 


3. If it is a fact that drought-resisting can . 


and castor beans can be grown in Queensland? _ 


4, If it is a) fact that better cotton can be 
produced in the Commonwealth than in Egypt, 


and at much less cost, if settlers were in-. 


structed as to the class of at and how to. 
ak it? 


. If so, will he cause a pamphlet of el 


ton to be compiled and issued as to the best 
varieties to grow, and the best methods of — 
cultivation, and : the most up-to-date method — 
of planting, cultivating, and picking? ‘a 


. Mr, LAIRD SMITH (for 


member’s questions . are asfollow t=." 


1. Yes. Cotton is grown as a commercial 
crop between latitudes 43 degrees north and 
38 degrees south. : § 


_ 2, All the’ crops Fon the experimental oe F 
inaugurated last summer by the Institute of — 


Science and Industry have not yet been picked 


and the results tabulated, so that no definite in- 
formation is yet available. Despite an un-— 


favorable season, however, nets at 
yields are being obtained. 


3. Both castor bean and cotton are, toa great isi 
extent, drought-resisting plants, but it cannot a 
be said that experience in Australia has demon- 


strated that any particular variety is more 


drought- resisting than some grown elsewhere. _ 


4, Cotton of high quality. has been grown in _ 
Queensland, but it is not considered that the a 
experience so far gained would justify definite es 


and final comparisons between the quality of 
the fibre grown in this and other countries. 
Seeds of varieties regarded as suitable for Aus- 
tralian cultivation are being obtained f 
other countries: tor op penta purposes. 


heen obtained, 


it ae be ee, and 
_lated, i 


Saree | 


GreEnr).—-The answers to the honorable — 


r 
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oe With regard to the itn itne visit of 
“His. Royal) Highness the Prince of Wales, will 


i “he inform the “House whether any persons have 
been nominated, through the Governor-General, 


_ tor decorations, during the Prince’s visit? 


“ Peele so, will he, as adviser to the Governor- 


teneral, in connexion with such nominations, 


ne his assurance to the House that no persons 


- will be nominated for decorations, whether 





an in high positions, official or otherwise, 


4 


_ who were eligible during the war and did not 
offer themselves for acticd! service in the cause ° 


of King and Country and defence Ne the Em-. 
pire! ? ole 

3. In. respect. to paragraph 2. is it ert: 
that there is a strong feeling in the minds of 
the soldiers who served their country | and 
Asean against any persons receiving decora- 
_ tions who stayed at home? 


4, Will he also give his assurance, in the 


Ate event of any decorations being ‘bestowed upon 


oN > 


Ay ce 


ral maintenance. 


the military, that he will see that preference 
is given to those who served jin the fighting. 
linet 


eet 


JOSEPH, cook” (for Mr. 
_ Hueuts) —It has been a long established 
practice not to disclose any such infor ma- 
tion. 


a 


rae ‘OIL IN PAPUA. 
he. WEST asked. (the: Minister for 


Home and Territories, upon notice—_ 


Es What is the total expenditure to date in 
connexion with prospecting for, and the pro- 
duction of, oil in Papua?> 

2. What is the number of persons 50 engaged - 
at present in the pay of the Government, and 
the cost per annum? 


Mr. POYN TON The: answers to ni 
honorable Pager. 8 questions are as fol- 
low :-— 


a: £120,920. This covers all ecbendtirs 
since the financial year 1912-13 in salaries and 
wages, purchase of piant, purchase of steamer, 
surveys, and clearing, bore sinking, and gene- 
At the last. sto k-taking in 
June, 1918, the i a assets. were valued 


at £24,500 - tea 


2. There are nineteen white! employees whose 
salaries and wages total £7,924 per. annum. * 


Natives are employ ed as required, the average 


being about 200. Their wages average £6 per 


. apnum, with MEET an average 





annual expenditure of £4,800. 


I may add that under the new Pope iehent 
these men are now in the pay of the 
ee we een | 





| Eiarathitents Tax. 





“Mr. | agree we 


ment. iy 
Mr, POY NTON.--No, es agreement 
which is now in force, commencing from — 
the beginning of this month. I hope ioe 
be able to place it on the table. 


Mr. Buaxertzy.—This is the first at 
mation to the House of any serecul 
being in operation. 

~ Mr. SPEAKER. Order! 


baté is quite out cf order. 





Popon-— he cs proposed. . 
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ENTERTAINMENTS TAX. | ) 
Dr: MALONEY asked the | Acting | 


_ Treasurer, upon noiice— 


1. The total amount Pdereed from ‘ie i 
Amusement Tax, showing the amounts Fe 
ceived each year? Bri 

2%. The names of those paying Ne tax, With Mi 
the amounts. severally paid by them? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers — 


to the honorable member’s questions are 
as follow :— 


1917-28, 


1. 1916-17 (half-year), £110,683; 
£245,899; 1948-19, £358,126; nine’. months 
ended 3ist. March, 1920, £405,011; total to 


dist’ March) 1920, 21,119,719: 

2. The tax is paid by individual members ét 
the public, from whom it is collected by enter-  . 
tainment proprietors, Statistics are not avail- ; 
able.of the amounts. paid by each entertain- 


ment proprietor. 


POSTAL TECHNICAL OFFICERS, ~ 


Dr. EARLE PAGE asked the ie i 
master-General, upon notice— ie 

Whether the Government has any oe me 
policy forallowing technical officers to per- 
sonally exchange ideas with technical officers 
in other parts “of the world, to keep in touch ~ 
with the constant improvements in tet Pa 
and. telephony ? 


Mr. WISE.—There is no settled nolan ' 
but when the necessity arises responsible 
officers are sent abroad to inspect the ~ 
systems of other administrations with — 
a view of adopting those improvements 
which /are suitable to Australian ‘condi- 
tions. en 


FOOD WASTAGE, 8 


Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr. een be 
asked the’ Minister for Trade and Cus: 
toms, wpon notice— | 

LTS da fact: that, on or about the: NY 


April last, some 1,000 to 3,000 boxes of dates 
in excellent condition were removed from the 












: Siuininnes xt Brown’s ise Moditbonisaloy 


the purpose of dumping at sea? a hey , GRANVILLE RYRIE. —On 


"the same have been distributed amongst. charit- Sl gioecn | 
able institutions? aeKede re 


wastage of food in the future? | -ffom the Geelong Woellen Mills’ and the 


.to the recommendations of Major Goucher in rangements with the Returned Sailors. ‘and > 


-eommendations were made by Major month. The only persons entitléd to obtain 
Goucher in this respect. This officer was the tweed from the Returned Sailors - and» 


the advertisement in the Argus of the 5th May, se eal oh ous 
1920, entitled, “Ireland will be free”? ig . Ke 
_ 2 Tf so, will he take such steps as will pre- | PAP ERS. ie Siok 
vent any section of the community from stir- . Paes Oy 
ying up, sectional ‘strife, and bringing to Aus- The following papers ; Ms dg? ee 
tralia the social unrest prevalent elsewhere? | sented :— ie a 4 


oe —The information is being ob- culated so that the persons entitled to the- 


Minister, upon notice— |. mands are. to he met, irrespective of whether 
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| "TWEED FOR SOLDIERS. 
Bay, Sydney, and transferred to a lighter | for . 


2. Admitting that no reasonable offer was Thursday, 29th April, “the honorable i 
received at atiction for these dates, might no m ember fie Maribyrnong Qh. Fenton) ¥ 


3. Will he consider the question of giv ing As there.is ah boatute ble misaopeenes 
the necessary instructions to prevent a like sion as to who are eligible to obtain tweed — 


Anzac Tweed Trust, will the Assistant Min- ee 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH * ‘(for Mr. ister for Defence cause information to be cir- _ 


tained, concession will be able to take advantage of oon 
‘itt ; . 


“LIVERPOOL TRAINING CAMP. JT am now a a position to. furnish the | : 


“Mr. BURCHELL (for Mr, Hzovor bo: a mentee wit Hie ola ae 
Lamonp) asked the Minister representing ee | ahaa 


the Minister for Defence, wpon notice— TWEED MADE AT THE Poaibas WoouLen 
: Mims, GrELonG, For ReruRNED SOLDIERS. 
What steps have been taken to give effect |. The Department of Defence has made are 


r 


his report in November, 1918, upon the train- oldiers League of Australia in the several — 
ing camp at Liverpool? States to distribute the whole of the Govern-— 


ment Woollen Mill’s output of civilian tweed, — 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—No re- which is approximately 40,000.-yards. per 


; : Soldiers Imperial League of Australia, are re- 
detailed to report o2 certain allegations turned aolaters and peed who were on active 
regarding a camp of training at, “Liver- service outside Australia with the\ Australian 
pool, and his report showed that these Forces. Not more thar ‘one suit length in 
statements were grossly untrue, : the case of a soldier, or in the case of a nurse, 
one - costume length will be supplied to any 

entitled applicant during the currency of the 

ANGLO-PERSIAN OLL COMPANY. contract, which runs for twelve months. 
Priority of application is the governing 
Mr. McWILLIAMS asked the Prime factor in determining the order~in which de- 


or not the applicant is a member of the Re- 
Who are the directors of the Anglo- Persian turned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial Leaee 


Oil Company? of Australia. 
Nek ANZAC, Tween. A ide 
Sir JOSEPH COOK oie ne . Anzac tweed is hand-woven tweed mad 
Huenzs).—I will ascertain and let the. under the control of the Anzac ‘I'weed Trus 
honorable member know. . _ by returned soldiers. The material, whi 
2 ieee ~ available, is nes to ay Gaal on applica 
: ION, bev 
PIOTURE SHOW . In order to meet the convenience of the pub 
ADVERTISEMENT. _ lie any one may select a pattern at the factory 
: provided’ a recognised tailor makes the oe 
| Mer, KERBY asked: the Prime Min- chase on that, person’s Penal. 
ister, upon notice Application for the -tweed should be can 


to the Secretary, Anzac au 346 Boe 
1. Whether his attention has been drawn to . ‘street, Melbourne. — 





Sir JOSEPH -COOK “(for ~ Mr. Industrial Troubles. on, Melbourne Whart ce 
Huouns).—The answers to the honor- s ie hoo er Rovel Commission ‘Mr 
: etnriage 
hee member’s questions are as follow:— Z 


ri Ves. It appears to. be an ne neEee ; Ordered to lie on ‘the table. s | 


booming a picture show. Bit oar Service bean het Cand 


2. r shall look ted the matter. | ie wes under, at Parramatta, New Sout 


Se at 
NY ae, ay 











ANZAC. WELCOME HOMES, 
oO MALONEY (Afelbourne) [4. 25]. 


Pa move— 


‘That in the opinion of this Hoiise, a is de- , 
sirable that— 

_(1). Every returned sdldiee: sailor, or murse, 
who has fought in the. fighting line, and who 


is married, or about to be married, or the 
widows of "those who paid the supreme sacri- 
fice of death, shall be entitled to the use of a 
house for a rental of 1s. per month during the 
lifetime of such ‘husbands. or wives, or, in 
the case: of their death, leav. ng children, un- 
_ til the youngest: child shall reacn sixteen years 


of age. 

(2) Such Anzac welcome homes. shall be 
built, where possible, in healthy garden sub- 
—urbs, where high position, g@eilthy surround- 
ings, and cheap, reasonbly-priced land can be 
a obtained, and, where needed (and elegtr:city is 
Ww obtainable), tram lines shall be la d/ down. 

(3) In order to* prevent exploitation, the . 
- Commonwealth Government shall enact that 
compulsory purchase shall be made law on’ the 
basis of the_land tax valuation of the State 
and Commonwealth, or either of them, _ with 


-eosts for disturbance to the owners. 


(4) On the death of a husband and tite, 
without leaving children, or where orphans 
gre left, on the youngest, ‘reaching sixteen | 
years, such Anzac home shall he let or sold, 
and the asséts used to liquidate . the Anzac 
Home Advance Fund. 
_. (5) All Anzac homes shall be of varied stan- 
WMardized plans, varying in size according to 
“the number of children. 

— (6) In order to finance the Meee: homes, the 
- Federal Government be empowered to issue 
notes Similar to the Guernsey Island market 
_ eurrency notes, and ear-marked as the Anzac 
._ Homes Currency Notes, guaranteed by the 
Commonwealth Government, by the value of — 
the landwand houses, and also by the increased 
future value known as*the unearned increment. 
These notes to, be issued and lezalized as 
eurrency without interest, and issued as re- 
quired, and when any. assets are returned by 
rents or ‘Sales, &c. 4 the value of such assets 
shall be cancelled in Anzac Homes Currency 
Notes of equal value “in order that in the 
course of time, assisted by the yearly con- 
- tribution ‘of State and * Commonwealth Go- 
vernments, the whole issue will be destroyed 
_-—the homes rem :ining as a permanent asset. 


‘The principal portion of the motion ig 
paragraph 6, which shows a way of 
financing the homes we eught to give to 
the dependants of our soldiers without 
any ultimate cost to the ‘Government or 
possible chance of loss. The example 
set in the early part of last century by 
the people of*Guernsey Island by the is- 
sue of ‘currency notes for the building of 
their-market 1s known alt over the®world 
to-day. At the time they wanted a. new 
market it was very much more difficult 
to borrow money in the Home market 
than it is to- day: but fortunately for the 


_ Gtiernsey islanders they” had. a very 
Woe i 


AE tt eae St ye ‘mre 


ELEcrion OF 





clever 1 man among them holding a pet | 


tion corresponding to the present-day Go- 
vernorship. He asked the islanders if 
they had any bricklayers, stonemasons, — 
and carpenters among them, and when — 
they replied that they had, he said to 
them, “ Why do you not build the market 
yourselves?” The thought planted by 
that able gentleman soon bore fruit. The 
body ES al corresponds to our modern 


municipality called a meeting of the citi : 


zens, and they agreed to accept currency 
notes for the work they fut into the — 
building. About 4,000 or 5,000 of these 
notes were issued in this way, and imme- — 
diately the market was: completed on land 
which the community owned, the people 
made .a holiday, and all the street mer- 
chants were compelled to Ieive the 


crowded thotoughfares of St. Helens and* , 


oceupy stalls in the market. Once a 


year as many of the currency notes as — 


had been received in the shape of rents — 
from the stalls, as well as any contri- 


buted by the municipality — using the 


modern term for the sake of convenience 
—were publicly burned, and in ten years’ 


time the whole of the notes had been © 
‘burned, and the market, was the com- 
munity’s own rent-prodtcing property 


for alltime. 1 ask leave to continue my 
remarks on some future occasion. 
Leave granted; debate adjourned. 


AMENDMENT OF THE > 
CONSTITUTION. 


CONSTITUTIONAL 
TION. 


“Dsbate resumed from 29th Apel (vide m 
page 1623), on motion by Mr. Mi 
CHarpMan— ue 

1, That, in the opinion of this House, it is. % 
desirable that as early as practicable a Con- 
stitutional Convention should , be» summoned 
for the purpose of considering the need, subs 
stance, and form of any amendment of section | 
51 of the Constitution, and that such Conven- ss 
tion shall— “ 

(a) consist of ten (10) fonreacuutinee of 
each State, elected on the existing — 
Federal ¢franchise,; according’ to the 
principle of proportional representa 
tion; a 

(b) hold meetings »t such times and places: My 
as it may think fit; wet 

(¢) submit within twelve months to the — 
“Governor-General the draft of any 
amendments adopted by such Con- he 
vention. nue 

2. That any such amendments. so ‘adopted 
shall be a proposed law for the ,alteration of 
the Rae as ast and shall be dealt with © in 


Conver: a 











aceordance with section 128 of. the abate: 
tion for passage by Parliament and snes P 
sion to the electors. 

3. That an Enabling Bill to give effect to the ° 


foregoing should be ‘introduced to Parliament , 


as early” as practicable. , 


Upon which Mr. Kerry . had moved, ay 
way of amendment—_ 

That in paragraph 1] the words “a Constitu- 
tional Convention should be summoned” be 
left out, with a view to insert in lieu thereof 
the words, ‘legislative provision should be 
made for the summoning of a Convention ”3; 
ee that the words “ of section 51” be left 
ou : 

That in sub- -paragraph (a) ail the words 
after the words “consist of ” be left out, with 
a view to insert in lieu thereof the words “an 
equal number of representatives of each State.” 

That paragraph 3 be left out. 

Mr. KERBY (Ballarat) [4.30]. can 
stall o¢tupy the attention of honorable 
members for only a few minutes in deal- 
ing with the amendments which I sub- 
mitted when this question was last before 
‘the House. The urgent necessity for a 
Convention to consider the amendment of 
the Constitution has been stressed by pre-. 
vious speakers, who have pointed out that 
it is absolutely necessary that the Com- 
monwealth- should have control over all 
Australian trade, commerce, and indus- 
try. In the House yesterday questions 
were asked in reference to the forty- two 
cases which are at present listed in the 
Conciliation and Arbitration-Court, and 
the probability is that if the Common- 
wealth Parliament: had had absolute 
power to legislate with respect to imdus- 
trial matters we should not have had any- 
thing like that number of cases awaiting 
the attention of the Court. As I said 
last week, the States are carrying on in 
a very selfish mann¢ér. Each State prac- 
tically is working wholly and solely for 
ifs own interests, and this is undoubtedly 
to the detriment of the rest of Australia. 
IT am convinced that after going into the . 
question thoroughly the proposed Conven- 
tion will recommend the division of the 
States into smaller provinces, which 
would undoubtedly do away with a lot of 
State jealousies that at present exist.. 
It would enable us also to overcome to a 
certain extent the difficulties of central- 
ization. Each province would be made 
responsible for the administration of its. 
own domestic affairs. The provincial 
councils, as the honorable member for 
Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) mentioned, 


- would be given power to construct nar-_ 


‘. 1 ; 
dl : a 


that evil. pi ey 


amendment only after the Constitution — 


_that the Convenmeed shall, consist of an 


Waris: 


eds : eae igs 
Tow zauge raiae tine! Rin than own ay 


boundaries, but if their finances per 
mitted, they would no doubt have broad — 
gauge lines, ‘An amendment of the Con- 


stitution which would give the Gomimoun am : 


wealth Parliament full control. over rail- 
ways would rid Australia of the wae 
of- -gauge difficulty, which is one of its” 
greatest curses../ If the Commonwealth . 
Given ene had complete power over the 


railways, I am convinced that one of the 


first steps taken by it would be to. remedy 


The recommendation$ of the Couvan a 
tion will have to be ratified by the pee ; 
of Australia, and we can only hope to 
secure for those recommendations the in- 
dorsement of the electors by educating © 
publie opinion as to the reasons for them 
and their urgent necessity. The first of © 
my amendments, if carried, will Paes 
this proposal into the. region of direct 
legislative action, and will” greatly facili- 
bagel the calling of the Convention. 1 Cea 
move the omission of the words “of sec- 
tion 51” in clause 1, because I think we 
are all agreed that the Constitution gene- ~ 

rally requires to be amended. It is use-_ he 
less to attempt a patchwork amendment, 
and we can hope to have a prance # 





































as a whole has been considered by the te 
Convention, and recommendations have — 
been made by it. If my second amend- 
ment be carried, theamotion will provide © 
equal number of vetesmantalives of each 
State. I make this preposal because I 
do not think it desirable to tie down the 
Government to any particular number of 
representatives for, each State. I have 
purposely proposed to omit the words in 
the original motion which provide that 
the members of the Convention shall be 
elected “according to the principle of 
proportional representation,” since their 
retention would look like an attempt to 
induce the Government to recognise the 
principle of proportional representation, 
whieh has not yet been thoroughly de- 
bated. When I mentioned this matter 
on a previous occasion the, ‘honorable 
member for Grampians. i. Bhi in- 











and I referred ee a the fact 
that, as the result of the recent electio 
eens o a letter, written mee him, 






_ which I propose will not be necessary if 
The. 


E 


uh es 


HW: ifs ; , 
not. represented. “The ied VE sent 


my first amendment be carried. 
urgent necessity for an alteration of the 
_ Constitution, so as to give the Common- 
wealth power to deal with Trusts, com- 
 bines, railway communications, and the 
_ nationalization of monopolies, ‘has been 
I recognised in previous attempts to secure 





or approval of the people for an amend- 


- ment.of the Constitution. 
dual control in each State, the position 
+ of affairs must remain unsatisfactory. We- 
are hopeful that by an amendment of the 
Constitution, which will give the Com- 
- monwealth full power to deal with all 
“mational questions, leaving only matters’ 
cue cae domestic concern within the jurisdic- 
tion of the State Parliaments or provin- 
Wet cial councils, we shall aid in the develop- 
~ ment of: Australia, and be able to o 
i: . come our social and industrial unrest. 


ee 


While we have 


over- 


Mr: BURCHELL (Fremantle) [4.39]. 
—_In seconding the amendment, I desire 
congratulate the honorable member for 
Ballarat (Mr. Kerby) on his action in 


ey “Moving along the lines he has indicated. 


ethe temper of the House, 


I believe, is 


ela distinctly in favour of the summoning of 


_ a Convention as quickly as possible. 
it is one thing to agree to a general prin- 
ley ciple, 

ie: ‘thotion laying down a number “of. condi- 
tions as to the way in which the Conven- 
_ tion shall be constituted, the number of 
_ representatives of each State, 
a ‘metho 

pears to me, is quite uncalled for at the 


ne Speech 
- -venor-General, 
the 












: ae ae innumerable aS of dis- 





But 


and quite another to agree to a 


and the 
d of their election. ‘That, it ap- 
present stage. ‘The Government, 
‘of His Excellency - the Go- 
at the.» opening of 

intimated that they 
introduce legislation that 


In the 


Parliament, 
intend to 


will provide for the summoning of a 
_ Convention to devise ways and means of 


amending the Australian Constitution, 


* and of bringing it more up to date, in 
. othe: light of our twenty years’ experience’ 
Oe. its. operation. 
,, simply affirm the general principle, and, 
oN), the terms of the amendment, express 


That being so, if. we 


‘our opinion that legislative provision 


- should be made for the summoning of 
tae Chise Convention, 
- dication to the Government of the temper 
- and the desire of the House. 
for amendments of the Constitution have’ 


it will be a sufficient: in- 
Proposals 


been considered by this pe a on & 
number of occasions. “have had 


pia, 


cost of living. 






Constitution. 





cussing the question again and again. — 
Several Governments have tried to secure - 


for this Parliament greater freedom. of 
legislative action. 


tralia authority to legislate along certain 
definite lines, but, 


Parliament power to deal with the hiv 


hope the Government. will, 


‘(ase 


They have endea- — 
voured, to obtain from the people of Aus- — 


so far, all such at- 
tempts have been unsuccessful. Only re- 
cently an appeal was made, but without _ 
success, to the electors to grant to this — 


We are all individually © 
feeling the pinch. The purchasing power — 
of the sovereign is not nearly what it was 
a few years ago, and men and women re- © 
ceiving low rates of pay must have a very — 
dificult task in making ends meet. I 
at an early — 


date, grant to the House an opportunity. 


to discuss the creation of a Convention, 


and I hope that we shall all bear in fee 


that the pecan of the steadily increas- — 
ing cost of living is pressing more heavily — 


on thej|community than any other sub- 
ject. 
different causes 
will recognise that the Parliament should 


The increase is due, as we know, to 
, and I hope the people 


not be hamstrung, but should have ample. 
power to deal with that particularly dis- 


tressful phase of -our social life. 
During this debate, 


the desirableness — 


of having a numberof small States or. 


provinces has been urged, and valuable 


contributions to that phase of the sub: 


ject have been made by the honorable | 
Harle Page), . 
and the honorable member for Capri- — 


member for Cowper (Dr. 


cornia (Mr. Higgs), who have both given 


a great, deal of attention to this evolu- 


tionary feature of the life of the Com- 
monwealth. 
that are unwieldy in so far as adminis- 
trative control is concerned. -Although 
in the matter of population they are not 
very big, yet from the territoria] stand- 
point, they are too large to be con- 
veniently controlled from any one centre. 


‘It would be advantageous to the Com- 
‘as a whole, if the division — 
of some of the States into smaller areas ' 


monwealth, 


were taken in hand. We should forget 


“for the time being the old boundaries that 
exist, particularly as between New South 
I have also in mind | 


Wales and Victoria. 
the north-west portion of this continent. 
We have there a very large territory rich 
in minerals, and rich 


There are at present States 


from a pastoral — 
point of view, which could be converted . 
into a veritable mine of wealth for the 
whole es peaatarinti if an opportunity for 








ne aclopment: were given, ae ves were 
greater concentration on the ‘work of 


developing _ it. The small handful. of 
people in Western Atstralia—the popu- 
ljation, of . that State is only some 


320,000—has something like one 


third of the continent of Australia, 


under its guidance and control. We. 
cannot expect a small population to 
finance the various undertakings neces- — 


sary for the development of such a huge 
territory; but where there is natural 


wealth in the form of minerals and vast. 


pastoral resources, action to exploit it 
should be taken on a broader line than 
has hitherto been followed. I beheve 
that if a new State or province were 
ereated—I do not mind what name is~ 
adopted—that would lead to marked de- 
velopment. I do not say that the whole 
of the expense of that development should 
be borne by the taxpayers of Australia 
: generally. Having been for some years 
‘in this Parliament, I know how many 
pressing problems: face honorable mem- 
bers; and I do not forget that other parts 
‘of Australia besides that to which I am 
referring are calling for development. 
Undoubtedly, however, the creation of a 
new State or province in the north-west 
of Australia would have a_ beneficial — 
effect upon the development of that part 
of the continent. | 


Reference has been made to the need 
for the unification of our railway gauges. 
This is a matter that has been the sub-. 
ject of various conferences of\ Railways 
Commissioners... Many estimates have 
been made of the cost of giving the rail- 
‘way systems of Australia a uniform. 


gauge. It was estimated some years ago 


that the cost would be £8,000,000; but. 

since then our railway mileage has iIn- 

creased so greatly that now it would. pro- 

bably be from £20,000,000 to £25 000,000. 
Dr. Matonry.—Four times that. 


“Mr. BURCHELL. — The. honorable’ 
member may be thinking of the cost. bE 





giving to all the lines in Australia a uni- 


form gauge. I am referring to the cost 
of giving a uniform gauge to the main 
State lines only, so that the traveller 
might journey without changing his train - 


from Rockhampton right round to Fre- 


mantle or Geraldton... This is a matter 


that the proposed. Convention ight very 


S ~ well eras. 


A f Sage ve 2 





a ele gauge aN ae main State lin 
only, seeing that lines of. icin gauges 
connect with them? 


Mr. BURCHELL. es on not Shiels iy 4 
is absolutely impracticable,. though the a 
question is" one for’ a civil eygincer to © 
speak on. I know that.the attention of 
railway engineers throughout~ the won . 
has for some years past been directed to 
the obtaining of a method to solve difi- 
culties such as the honorable member has __ 
in mind, and I am convinced that, before — 
long, a mein | solution will: Pe : 
“iia ei Te eae : 
_There are in ‘ie lawns at! present < 
Beteul Constitutions of different. kinds. 
Our own Constitution differs markedly — 
from both the Canadian and the Ptr | 
Afriean Constitution. 
Mr. Werst.—The Canadian Cone 
tion would be the better one for us to 
follow as an example. ' ee Ne 
“Mr. BURCHELL, — That ° my ca 
opinion. Although the South Aton ; 
Constitution is more recent than ours, - 
and much more recent than that of 
Canada, I prefer the Canadian Constitu 
tion. In South Africa I had an oppor- 
tunity to discuss with provincial and 
Union members of Parliament some.” 
the difficulties in the working of the = 
South African Constitution. . : 
Mr. Jowrrr.—Will the : eee 
member give us an idea of them? . e 
Mr. BURCHELL.—When. I was 
Pretoria, a Labour member told me ‘th 
after many years, the Transvaal province 
had been able to place on the statute-boo 
a measure for improving the working 
conditions of miners on the Rand; but 
it, had to be submitted to the Exec 
of the South African Union, that is, to 
the Union Cabinet of the day, for 










































ae proval or rejection; and I believe th it 


y+-amendments were insisted on by the Exe 
cutive which were distinctly opposed 
the wishes of the provincial Parliamer 
Mr. Bamrorp, — Was. the _provineia 
Parliament within its powers in legi lat 
Ingon. the matter? he 
Mr. BURCHELL. a indore 
‘the question was not one of legis 
ability: The amendments were framed 
such a way as practically to. preven 
provincial Parliament from -achie\ 
ends. The im pressiea: ‘was also, 







n encinene of the 


“oe 








[8 May, Bhi Constitution pane 1873. - 


meme 


ie ‘ | 
Ree “my saad thee the provincial Paces menty and in the conowak community—_ 
ji ‘of South Africa often find themselves sub- should be represented, nor can we say _ 
' ject to limitations similar to these which what should be the number of Tepresen- aa 


are “placed on this Parliament by our tatives. 
‘Constitution. 


have arisen under the Tar svaim Constitu- Constitution. 
eer 
On Mr. BURCHELL. a ‘do not say iat 
aa the ‘Canadian Constitution is the last number, 

word in Constitutions. My statement 
was, in effect, that its principles are more 
- Haptale to our circumstances than are ‘dealing with a detail. 
pt ppe of the South Africarf Constitution. 

When dealing with constitutional re- 
nak. one is tempted to refer to the Im- 
_ perial relationship, and té consider whe- 







Mr. Frenron.—If you are in favour of” 
Ben Mr. Jowrett.—The honorable reenben a Convention, surely you can take your 


must be aware that similar difficulties cue\ from the Convention that framed the 


- Mr. BURCHELL.—At this stage I do 
not desire to pledge myself to any definite — 
because, subsequently, sound | 
reasons may be advanced for an increase 
or a decrease. But, after all, J am only ia 


In my opinion, we ought not to sittin ‘ 
the principle of proportional representa- — 
tion. . There are honorable members who 


feel very keenly in regard to proportional 
ther there should be closer co-operation EATING fo ; aty eae 
_ with the Mother Country ; but I shall not Pet he ene ee 


speak on thati subject this . afternoon. question has been debated at different 
om valuable aaah have been written, periods here within my own knowledge, 


upon the relations of the Mother Coun- andnany) dpertned forte have he 


try with the Dominions, dealing with the Reece uileon ite: the Deanvle 


Phe irom iia, stan 7. pe pe Bash ways. For us, at this particular moment, 


interests, and from the stand-point of pias alin Gs dec ean deg el aibtaie Ha 


election of a Convention, without any 


~ Dominion interests. The question bristles really satisfactory statement as to how 


“with difficulties, and cannot be cat 


ae in a few sentences. and to what sections of the community it 


d to extend it, would be very ill 
I wish to say a, word or two in support is proposed to extend it, would be very 11 


"oe the amendment. I am convinced that 4, 
the alteration proposed in clause 1, ask- 
ing that legislative provision be made for 
the summoning of a Convention, is suffi- 
cient indication to the Government of our 
ite to hurry forward the consideration 
of constitutional reform. Further, if we 
limited the scope of the Convention’s re- munity were to be granted proportional 
view to section 5! of our Constitution, representation. After all, the main pur- 
we should. he making a mistake. “That pose of the honorable member for Eden- 
section enumerates the powers that have “Motiare (Mr. Austin Chapman) is to se- 
been transferred to the Commonwealth, cure an ex ed SENT UR ee from this 
and upon it our legislative work is based. ‘ P P 


Lies 


the community representation, but if my 
memory serves me rightly—although it is 


the mover did not give us any very clear- 


cut ideas as to which sections of the com- 


advised. I do not wish honorable mem-_ 
to misunderstand me. It may be 
necessary to erant to various sections of — 


weeks since the motion was: submitted— 


fa Con- . 
But an alteration of it might require an House in regard to the calling of a Con 


) i b 
_altération-of other parts of the Constitu- asta He deewed ad Convention mallee 


“tion, which could not be considered by the as quickly as possible, and we should leave _ 


_ Convention unless the motion were altered details for the daa ieee of Parlia- 
a proper by: ie honorable ee oe ee en ee ee 
} en a of one of the teen will then have an opportanie to 
equal State representation, and I am glad make their presence felt, and to Rca 
ay that the mover of the motion (Mr. Austin any clauses they may deem objectionable 
_ Ghapman), who comes’ from the most I have no fault to find with the propesal 











ton, If, we limit the number to five or members weigh the matter carefully, I 
ten representatives, or to fifteen or think they. will agree that, if. we afirm 
| “twenty,. in a motion of this kind, we the principle of a Convention, and: leave 
ie shadl be acting unwisely. “We cannot the details for consideration wen there 





- outside Parliament—in the State Parlia- all requirements. 


populous State, has provided for its reten- for a. Convention, but when honorable. 


is stage have any idea how the forces is a Bill before us, we shall amply meet | 


Ae Mr. 

¥ [5. 5].—I am opposed to the motion and 
to the amendment, and I intend to indi- 
cate a further nutrient before I sit 


down. I am opposed absolutely to the 
delegation of any of the powers of this 
Parliament to an outside body. 
Convention may be, or may not be, com- 


posed of people from outside this Parlia~ 


ment. 


aia Austin Cuapman._How Gok ahs 
motion delegate the powers of Parlia- 


ment? The Convention will be elected 
by the people. Ya 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—People 


outside this 
seeking. election to this Convention, 
know less of the shortcomings of the 
Constitution. than do those of us 
who have been members of the 
liament from the beginning, of for a 
considerable time, and have had to legis- 
late under those short-comings. 
number of occasions this Parliament has 
tried. to pass measures of national 


‘moment, and has found its efforts futile. 


because of lack of power. We are all 
familiax with the fact that the High 
Court hay at times ruled that we have not 
the power which those who framed the 
_ Constitution at the beginning firmly be- 
_ lieved they were giving to the Parliament. 
Who should be more fitted to amend the 
Constitution, or frame a new Constitu- 
tion, than those who are not familiar with 
those failures ? | 

Mr. Austin CHapman, I desire a con- 
vention of men whom the people choose. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Surely 
the honorable member will not say that 
we are not here oh the expressed approval 
of the people. He himself was elected 
by the people—— 

Mr. Avusrix Cuarman.—Who showed 
great discrimination. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. athe heen 


orable member speaks for his own elec- 
torate, and no doubt he is quite satisfied 
that they are good judges. However, as 
I say, I emphatically protest against ‘the 
delegation of the powers and privileges 
of this Parliament to any outside body, 


and I regard the proposal as somewhat in | 


the rest we! of a want-of-confidence motion 
in ourselves. 


with by Parliament itself. 


Mr. AvusTIn CuapMan. Mike must trust: 


oe people. | 


se) 


PARKER MOLONEY (Hume). N o 


Ther 


Parliament, who will be 


Pars 


On a\” 


them; they are a_ reflection on oe ' 
these who tolerate them. THe a4 
working people,.of the country are 
very largely ‘blamed for the indus-~ 
trial unrest’ and the strikes which 


“take place, but at present, so long as an - 


wealth, authority to step in. 


A question of this kind 


should be taken up and boldly eee by a representative Convention. 





“Mr. PARKER a acu Ae, dave 


such implicit confidence in the eee | 


judgment that I am not going to tell — 
them, as the motion does, that we think © 


they have done wrong in choosing the — 


members who are in Parliament at the 3 m 
present time.. The people deliberately — 
elect Parliament from time to time, and — 
I am not one to say that we are not cap- 


able of doing the work we were sent to. 


do. The Constitution itself shows the way 
by which the people can be appealed to. 
on a referendum if it is desired to amend > 
the Constitution, and I cannot see ee 
there should be ‘ Convention to do what 
we have absolute power to do as the Con- 
stitution now stands. There were re 
ferenda in 1911°and 1913, and if the pro; 
posed amendments had been secured then. 
they would have gone a long ‘Way Dieta OM) 
tically the whole way—to make the 
Federal Parliament. supreme. | 

It would be going over old ground to gon! | 
with all the limitations in our Constitu- . 


tion; but if we look at some of them it is 


almost unthinkable or unbelievable that 
the people could so long suffer under 


af 
























industrial dispute is confined within the. 
limits of one State, there is no Federal — 
power to interfere. That is a situation — 
which no sensible people should tolerate. 
A dispute exists which may be doing 
ereat national harm, but so long as it is — 
confined within the’ boundaries of one 
State there is no power for the Common- 


_ Mr. Austin CHapman.—Let us have 
a Convention to alter all that. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —What i 
wrong with the power already fin the 
hands of the people? The remedy which 
this party proposed in the Referenda o. 
1911 and 1913, if it had been indorsed. 
by the people, would have been such as 
to give the Federal authority the right cs 
to interfere in an industrial trouble, 

Mr. Jowerr.-—But the people rejecte 
the propositions, because they -were p 
forward by a party Parliament, and n 1 








Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. Th: 
casting a reflection on the people, i 
Tt ae itu that. oh were n | 







Mr. ates. —The | pees ees. oe 
educated to look upon things from a party 
i pene, and we want.to alter that. 
PARKER MOLONEY. —I have 
y, a head opinion of the people. The 
honorable member will not say that. it 
would not be a good thing if this Parlia- 
ment had the power to endeavour to 
settle an industrial dispute, even though? 
it were confined within ae Timits of one 
State. 

‘Mr. Jowrerr.—I would be glad if we 
topitd take action in a non-varty spirit, 


| [gy Me. PARKER MOLONEY.—If it is 


a good thing to do so at all, it would 
“not. much matter whether the action 
“emanated from one party or another. I 
_have such faith in the people. that I am 
positive that if the necessary alterations 
‘in the Constitution were brought under 
their notice for ratification, they would 
certainly do the right thing. 

Mr. Vowert. —In the Referenda of 


V9 e and 1913 the proposals were put . 


getiee the people in a strong party spirit. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—I have 
heard honorable members opposite say 
that the Referendum taken at the last 
election was on all fours with the ques- 
tions placed before the people on the two. 
‘previous occasions. , Some honorable 
- members on this side have been ericicised 
because we advised the people to vote 
- “No.’’? I do not say that the questions 
’ were identical. But that does not affect 
the fact that if honorable members oppo- 
site say that the questions were the same, 
_ they are at least inconsistent in having 
' asked the people on the last occasion to 
: ote Yes. and. previously, to vote 
o¢ No. am ¥ 

‘Mr, Hoo Lamonp.—The Leader of 
th Labour party, the honorable member 
for Yarra (Mr. Tudor), ‘supported the 
proposals in December last, while num- 
bers of his colleagues were adyoeat: ng the 
_negative., ¢ 

Mr. (PARKER © MOLONEY. —And 

what did the honorable memter do? 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—I supported 
them, as I have always done. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—P wonder 
what is the honorable member’s opinion 
of those of his present colleagues who 

_ suvported the Referenda proposals. of 
1919, but opposed those of 1911 and 


1913, because they emanated from the j 


Labour party. The honorable es 


od 


a y ss 1920.) 
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for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) was an - 
advocate of the ‘‘ Yes’”’ vote last Decem- | 
ber. What were his views in regard to 
the previous! Referenda? f 

Mr. Jowrrr.—I knew nothing what- 
ever about them, and I never met any- by 
body who did. hai 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —Then, at 
any rate, I am pleased to learn of his 
present conversion, no matter at what 
time or stage it may have taken place. 
The honorable member admits that he 
is converted to the necessity for making 
the Commonwealth Parliament supreme. 
I appreciate his attitude; but why does 
he advocate a Convention in order to do 
that which this Parliament should do? 
- Mr. Jowrert.—I do not ccnsider that 
the public will accept propositions for tha 
alteration of the Constitution until they 
have been approved and put before the f 
people by a non-party Convention. | 

Mr. Ritey.—There could not be. a non- 
party Convention. 

Mr. Jowerr..—Yes; one elected on the 
principle of proport ‘onal representation. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I do not 
see how a Convention can become non- 
party meérely because the delegates have 
been elected by the people. Honorable 
members are here’ to-day as the outcome 


of an election by the people; but this is 


not a non-party Parliament. If the hon- 
orable member for Grampians should be: 
chosen as a delegate to the Convention, 


and the Hoverante member for Varea i 
were also a delegate, am I to understand _ 


that each honorable member would leave — 
his party feelings behind him ? 

Mr. Jowerr. TW aa we would be the 
best of friends, as we are now, for ee 
matter. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I cannot ee 
take the honorable member seriously. If _ 
there is to be a Convention consisting of 
members of this Parliament, who will | 


say that they will leave their ‘party pre- 
judices here? a 

Mr. Firemine.—lIs not the Constitution o 
above party prejudice? Hs 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Exactly. 
There cannot be a Convention elected. 
upon non-party lines, for the reason that _ 
the delegates will be representative of all — 
parties. They are bound to enter the ~ 
Convention with their own ideas concern- ‘i 


ing how the Constitution should be 
altered; and there will be just as much ~ 
of party spirit surrounding the proceed- 
ings as is to be found in this Ce 
a by age ‘ 
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haetg ce 


eee: a OWETT. The | penis wal poe 
idblensios who are not animated by. faite), 
4 The: 


nM. Oye MOLONEY. 


x logical conec.usion, then, is that there will 
nthe no members ‘de Parliament in the. 


ee : ase 
‘Mr. Jowrrr.—Yes, plenty ; good men 
ete from both sided of this House. . 
“Mr, PARKER MOLONEY.—Then it 
will be a party Convention. But if it is” 
to consist of gentlemen outside of Parlia- 
ment, in order that there shall be no 
» party spirit introduced, I, for one, shall 
object to this: Parliament delegating its 
powers to an, outside tribunal. Who, 
throughout this land, could be better ac- 
quainted with the shortcomings of sour 
- Constitution than members*of the Federal | 
Parliament, who have for so long worked 
under it, and must be imtimate with its 
i apatite | 

Mr. Roperrs.—Outside. delegates would 

_ be freer to. express their views than some 

_ honorab! e members of this Parliament. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—Then, 
oath the honorable. member have no 
members of Parliament among the dele-— 
gates? 
Mr. Rovexrs: Onde delgates weld 
“be unfettered. The Convention could be 
diluted with members of Parliament 
antong a larger body of outside delegates, 
Mr, PARKER, MOLONEY.—That is 
my principal objection to the motion. 
Even. if there were a dilution, 
honorable member for Wannon (Mr. 
Rodgers) suggests, there would still he 
party spirit. df this Parliament is to 
hand over its duties and responsibilities | 
‘to an outside body, we, in effect, will be 
moving’ a want-of- confidence motion. 
against ourselves. The great mistake 


made in framing the Australian Consti- 


tution was in following the lines of the 
American Constitution, which places the 
central authority in a subordinate posi-. 
tion to the local authority. The people 
of South Africa followed different lines in 
framing their Constitution; they made 
the central power the supreme authority, 
and I do nct think there is any member 
of a legislative body in Australia, State. 
or Federal, but would say that the Com-. 
‘monwealth Pariament should be the 
supreme authority in Australia in every . 
way. Recognising this great outstanding | 


‘principle; the Labour party two years ago ~ 
got together and framed proposals to over-, 


eome une Liaoam ‘aint Stes ok Mica gers and 





their proposals v 
ago by the honor 


party have propounded a scheme by which. 


as: the 


“amendment. aes 


leukion and Be empower the Comma 



















(Mr. Mahony). aa 
Mr. M Wicca 
amount to Unification. | ; 3 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. hes a 
not Unification, but they certainly trend © 
in ‘that deo It is thought ‘to be un- — 
popular now to advocate Unification, bat 
d remember hearing the late Hon. Alfred 
Deakin asking the people to agree to. 
Federation; and the. principal argument — 
he used was to point out the absurdity of _ 
having so many State Parliaments to ad- ~ 
minister the affairs of 5,000,000 people. ; 
The promise was -held ott to the electors: _ 
that if they would agree to Federation _ 
the ‘expense of the. upkeep of fourteen | 
Houses. of Parliament would be saved. 
Practically something in the nature of 
Unification was. promised as.an incentive — 
to the people to vote for Federation. and — 
I believe that thousands of persons agreed 
to Federation bearing i in mind the distinct 
‘promise that the stupid scheme of main- 
taining fourteen Houses of Parliament 
would not. be.perpetuated. The Labour | 


































our POOR al oy may be peng A SO. that 


effect ts it if propose 4 sauna a Cie 
“amendment to thé motion after — 
amendment, moved ay the honorable me 1- 
ber for Ballarat (M Ay. sean has. been 
disposed of. aes 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Ww. 'z 
oh See The honorable. member + 


it will be nece meray for “him to gek some 
Other honorable member to move it; 
“eause alter having spoken to the mo 
he cannot again rise and submi 


Mr. PARKER _ " MOLONEY. 
amendmeut beng: ft; would bbs is 
follows:— . Peat, 

‘That all the words etter Re orate 
left out with av. OW. to in-erting “in lieu ¢ 
the following:—‘“a referendum to alter 
ones tampa Constitution be- held to. 


liament to create any number of pro’ 
legislatures as may be necessary for. h 
government of the people.’ po 


Mr. McWrttrams. = That is” | 
tion, pure and simple, — i 
Mr- PARKER MOLONEY. ris 
orable member can call it. wha 
oe we as ty to follow the 












Ra Ca awe supreme The 
rable member might just as well call — 
uth African scheme a Unification. 


1 


PA TKINSON.—-So it Is! 0.) OX 


the same lines as our proposal; at any. 
rate, the South African Parliament is not 
hamstrung at every turn as the Com- 
monwealth Parliament is. To-day the 
“honorable member for ‘Adblaider' (Mr. 
Blundell) spoke about the duplication of 
machinery in the building of soldiers’ 
homes. 
_ which this duplication occurs. We have 
two taxing Departments, — "State and 
‘Federal. No intelligent people in any 
part of the world would continue in the 
way in which we manage our affairs, with 
80. much duplication of machinery for ad- 
“ministering them. The system proposed 
_ by the Labour party would end all this, 
and would make the Commonwealth Par 
- liament supreme. The central authori- 
ties would also have power to create any 
_pumber of provinces as might be neces- 
sar y for the good local government of 
“athe: people? The honorable member for 
Oa ranklin (Mr. MeWilliams). would call 
se ' i Unification, but it simply. means that 
the: National Parliament would do the 








work of the nation—much work of ae, 


“truly national character which is now 
done by the State Parliaments would be 
the sole. responsibility of this Parliament 
e ' —and that there would be a devolution of 
power from. this body to local bodies for 
_ the exercise of control in local affairs. 


Such” a scheme would give better local go-. 
satisfaction ake 
ae in a local. sense, and at the same 
time greater satisfaction to the people 
from a national point of view, because 


vernment and greater 


there would be only. one. Parliament. 
dealing with national affairs. The 


- Commonwealth Parliament would have 


the power to grant to each province a 
uniform | written constitution setting out 


the powers and duties of each local legis- 


lature, and, of « course; such a constitution 


could he amended from time to time as 
Honorable members 


necessity arose. 
-. may call our proposal Unification if they 


“ehoose; it does not matter what 
name “they ‘give it; the great out- 
standing feature of it is that the 


Commonwealth Parliament would have 
unfettered power to do things we have 






ad he doing 


ey Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—It is on 


“so. 


Tt is not the only ‘instance in 


stitution, 


' often tried to Go, oe Ne Deen Lage 
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and to— deal ‘its i 
questions of a nation character, the Te 
sponsibility for, which at present is a_ 
doubtful matter as between the Corian ae 
wealth and the States. Perhaps the hon- 
orable member for Ballarat would tem- 
‘porarily withdraw his amendment to give 
me the opportunity of moving mine. — 
Mr, Kersy.—tlI shall be pleased to do 






Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. —T thank 
the honorable member for giving me the 
opportunity ot. moving my ation | : 
T move— ee 

That all the words aiter “ prawten tie bs He lary 
left out with a view to inserting in lieu there- ~ 
of the following:—‘“‘a referendum to alter ha 
the Commonwealth Constitution. be held tor 
provide full sovereign power under its Con- 
and to empower. the Commonwealth 
Parliament to create any number of provincial — aa 
legislatures as may be necessary for the good: 
government of the people.” | 


Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [5. 451, + 
I have pleasure in seconding the amend- 
ment moved by the honorable member | 
for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney), which 
provides, in effect, that at the earliest 
possible moment there’shall be a referen-_ 
dum of the people with a view to alter- 
ing the Federal Constitution on the lines 
laid \down in. the policy of the Labour 
party. Every honorablé member, and 
the great majority of the people, must 
appreciate the necessity for a radical al- _ 
teration of the Federal Constitution. 
Our experience of it is that it creates 
drawbacks and stumbling blocks at every =~ 
turn. At various petiods there has been — 
expressed by the people an emphatic de- ‘ 
sire to have certain legislation passed by 
the Parliament of the Commonwealth. 
Some of the legislation so demanded has 
been actually passed, but has been held to. 
be ultra vires: No sooner has it been car-_ 
ried than it has bumped up against the 
Constitution, and in this way tie wishes — 
of the people have been thwarted. tn 
this. way the young nation is kept back. - 

Mr, Arxinson.—The people have on 
several different occasions rejected pro- 
posed amendments of the Constitution. _ 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—Proposed amend- _ 
ments have been rejected on three differ- 
ent occasions, for the simple reason that 
party spirit has been engendered, and the 
people have been completely. misled. by 
means of side issues! raised. by Entereste 
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politicians who have no desire for any 
alteration of the Constitution. | 
Mr. Arxinson.—Is that not an argu- 
ment in favour of the election of a non- 
party Convention? 

Mr. LAZZARINI. — The honorable 
‘member knows as well as I do that it will 
be quite impossible to secure a non-party 


Convention, but he sees only one side of — 


_ the question, and, therefore, his argument 
1s consistently reiterated. Tt is an un-. 
doubted fact that an alteration of the 
_ Constitution is needed. 
of Parliament who has had any exper- 
ience of its workings feels the necessity 
for amending it. 

I come now to the question as to the 
means by which the Constitution should 
be altered. The honorable. member ‘for 
Eden-Monaro (Mr. 
proposes the election of a Convention to 
make recommendations. The original 
Federal Constitution was passed by a 
Convention, and, without desiring to re- 
flect in any way on the personnel of that 
Convention, I would remind the House 
that as the outcome of its labours we 
have a cumbersome instrument of govern- 


ment which at every turn stifles the ac- 


tivities of the National Parliament. I 
am convinced that the same result will 
follow from any future Convention sum- 
moned to deal with the Constitution. 
The Governmént of the day, comprised 
as it is of men most of whom have been 
in this Parliament from its inception, 
ought to know in what respect the Con- 
stitution has failed. They ought to know 
what they want, and howd be prepared 
to state boldly what alterations should be 
made. 
try party, and the Labour party should 
each be prepared to say what alterations 
they consider necessary in order to give 
effect to the principles for which they 
stand. They should put their policy to 
the people by means of a referendum, and 
stand or fall by it. It is quite possible 
that men will be elected to this Conyen- 
tion with but little experience of parlia- 
mentary systems and the working of par- 
liamentary machines, with the result that 
the alterations recommended, although” W 
arrived at possibly in the best. of good 
faith, will be of little real benefit, and, if 


adopted, will leave us with a Constitution — 


practically as cumbersome as that under 
which we are governed.to-day. 

The proposed Convention, I make bold 
to say, is undemocratic. With sl Says 


MN ; 


that Convention: oy reat a 


Every member 


Austin Chapman) — 


The Nationalist. party, the Coun- — 


working of the National Parliament, 


put forward, we stand for the ab 
of the Senate, which is practical 


to. another place, so that ‘the 1 
i oe of a small State is ae a. 





each State would be undemocratic. _ 

Mr. Arxinson.—Why ?, ee 

Mr. LAZZARINI. —Are a for hee My 
sand people in one small State—a few 
thousand people living within certain geo- 
graphical boundaries—each to have a 
vote equal ‘to every tem votes cast by the 


people of a large State? 


Mr. Austin Cuapman.—Then the hon 
orable member is opposed to the pens ee 
of one man one vote. re 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—On the conten 
I am arguing for its recognition. he \ 
Convention should be elected on the basis _ 
of one vote one value. It should. be | 
based upon the principle of adult suffrage z 
favoured by the Australian Democracy. _ 

Mr. Arxrinson. Sasha i ‘of the. ae ‘ 
ferent interests. ‘ 

‘Mr. LAZZARINI.—Does ‘the Mane i 
able member refer to vested interests? — 
We members of the Labour party have no 
regard for vested interests in ‘dealing with 
a national question. This Convention 
will have to do with great national prin- 
ciples, calculated to make 6r mar the 
Commonwealth. The petty vested in- 
terests of some particular commercia 
activity or institution in-an embryo. state 
in any of the smaller States should hay 
no more voice in the election. of this Con 
vention than has an ordinary individu 
ea only interest is that of good | citi , 
ship 

Mr. MoWitrrams. —When New So 
Wales is divided into provinces, the h 
orable member will be a representative f 
one of the smallest States in the Unio 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—I ‘am not 
proaching this question from the point of — 
view of State rights. New South, WwW : 
may be divided ‘into ten provinces, i 
so doing we shall conduce to the bette 
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demweratic New South Wales wil. 
complain, 


In the proposal Wok the Takoma A 


most un democratic 
ere 


dae 


her's 8 TRE to, ibe Senet is 
order: 


Mr. LAZ ZLARINI. —Under th 
stitution, each State returns six mem 
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nets a ’ State Raich Hay Aiea or - our tee 
its population. 
small State thus works out as being 
- worth three or four times that of a large 
State. 
stand, and which, I think, every honorable 
member who desires to have responsible 


The voting power of a 
Another principle for which we 


and democratic government in Australia 
must support, is the repeal of that pro- 


vision in the Constitution which requires 


that a proposed amendment of the Con- 
stitution, in order to become law, must be 


carried by a majority of the voters in 

a majority of the States. That pro- 
_ vision 
most popuious States of the Common- 
 wealth—New South Wales, Victoria, and 


means that in the. three 


_ ~Queensland—an overwhelming majority 
might approve of a proposed alteration of 


_ the Constitution, vet because in the three 
smaller States—Tasmania, Western Aus- 
tralia, and South Australia—small ma- 
_ jorities were recorded against the amend-. 
_ ment, it would be defeated. It would be 


quite possible for a proposed amendment 


of the Constitution to be accepted by a 


majority of at least 100,000 of the voters 
of the Commonwealth, and yet because of 


Ley this. requirement to fail. 


« Mr, Austin Crapman. We must trust 
the people. 


Mr. LAZZARINI—But this Consti- 


tution requirement trusts only a section of 


_ the people. 
being so manipulated, particularly in the 


Sa: 


sity for decentralization. 
honorable friends say that the proposals 


sible in Australia. 


stitution except 


It allows of certain interests 


smaller States, that legitimate desires of 
the people can be frustrated. We, there- 


- fore, stand for the abolition of the Senate 
and for the abolition of this requirement 
in the Constitution: | 


Doubtless everybody realizes the neces- 
Some of our 


of the Labour party really amount. to 
Unification, and that we want~-to cen- 
tralize everything. Analyzed in its ful- 
ness, however, our proposal will be found 
to make” not for centralization, but for 
the best methods of decentralization pos- 
It seems to me that 
it is “unnecessary to have a written Con- 
to guarantee to the 
people that no Executive Government, 


-and no organization, military or other- 


wise, shall ever take from them the right 

of the native-born to exercise the fran- 

chise. | Beyond protecting and guaran- 

teeing to the eori one or two principles 
. 4 fe a 


of that kind, the Federal instrument. of oy 
government should be as free ‘and un> 
We all know — 
that the High Court, which is part of | 
the Constitution, has Gaaalted the indus- — 


trammelled as possible. 


trial world in a lot of trouble. The same 
may be said of other features of the Con- 
stitution. In placing the hoop-iron — 


bands of a circumscribed Constitution 
around the aims, aspirations, ideals, and — 
ambitions of a young and growing na- — 
tion, we are playing with fire. 


people cannot get 


Commonwealth Parliament 


tions. 


Pate 
Set a) 


A en YC 08 ty Anaya mati By an Hg 2 TNE eS 
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When a 
what they want — 
through legitimate constitutional chan- — 
nels, they will take it by other means. — 
That is a consideration that we must al- 
ways bear in mind. We should have a 

Federal Constitution under which the 
would be 

supreme in respect of all national ques- ~ 
We should give the Federal Par- — 


lament authority to delegate to pro- 


istrative and legislative powers for carry- 
ing out purely local affairs. 


hod have an 


the people know that they have con- 
stitutional powers to give full parlia- — 


mentary expression to their hopes, ideas, 


desires, and ambitions, they will become 
ends 
the foundations will be laid of a mighty 
nation. 


contented, prosperous, and happy, 


The honorable member 
Eden-Monaro (Mr. 
spoke of trusting the people. 


say, trust the people. 


derstood by laymen. 


for. 
Mr. Austin CHAPMAN. ne electors 
will vote for men. 
Mr. 





ue be strictly on party lines. 


-vinces created with due regard to com- ~ 
munity of interests the necessary admin- 


If the Com- — 
monwealth Parliament were given truly 


national powers, we 

end ‘to. the farcical railway sys-. 
tem under which, because of dif- 
fering State policies, travellers have — 
to step. from one. ‘train ° to 7 anes 
‘other on reaching a State boundary, | 
owing to the break of: gauge. When 


TOR 
Austin. Chapman) 
We,’ to0,.) 
But to appoint ae 
Convention to deal with the Constitution 
behind their backs is not to trust’ the — 
people. The Convention may be composed _ 
of legal gentlemen whose proposals for pi 
amendment of the Constitution will be if 
couched in phraseology hardly to be un- — 
And then a hun- — 
dred different interpretations will be i 
to them on various platforms, and no one 
will know what he is being asked to vote — 







LAZZARINI—Then the voting : 
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Mr, bes OWETT. tog nee: ‘the. ‘electors aie this community 
| Gabe: for good men. | He flict of Commonwealth d 

Mr. LAZZARINI. ~ What che: Honor The people are being oppressed by th 
able member might consider a good man, cessive expenditure which results from the _ 
‘ politically speaking, I might consider a wastefulness caused by the overlappin ‘ 
_very bad. one. Honorable members have of. these two’ sets of authorities.  V : 
spoken of the undesirability of dealing — we have to consider is how Boats to pi 
with the Constitution in a party spirit, an end to this, and here I am Linded 
but the object they have is to amend the of Wordsworth’ s immortal lines— oN 
Constitution which governs our political ‘Phe world is too much with us; late and soot 
activities, and that postulates a conven- Getting and spending we Tay waste. our powel 


_ tion composed of men who will approach We might well say that. Governments 
their task with political prejudice. ANS Sool amudh with de aelwes and. toon ial 


urge the House to seriously consider our Getting and spending they) lay ‘waste “our 
proposal. If it were adopted, the day  _ powers. | 


~ would not be far distant when, to use the 
words of the advocates of Federation, we 


should, as one people with one destiny, be "ment expenditure and interferences, 
“giving expression to our wishes in one 


the energies of our people are in co se- 
grand national Parliamenv. pe ree fn 


| “ cribb’d, cabin’d, and confi 

Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [6.5 Tues sy , 
a, regret that I must bate ue hae an : ee ee a end De one As: _ 
‘ment, because whatever its merits, it pos-_ oh, “ es es mus an peas 

 sesses a fatal defect, in that it prevents ‘what is the best practical means. 
the consideration of constitutional reform doing so. It is not to be done 
by a Convention representing the people the vain ‘repetition of the methods 
=a Convention to be elected on the prin- ‘the past. As the honorable. member f 





The revenues of Gis ee nid pres perou 
country are being eaten up by Gover 








we IK at nroporiional rev Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) has shown. 

es Ay. oe we wotld mean a press- | the referenda cf 1911 and 1913" utter 
elected Convention, failed, to secure the results that — 
Mr. JOWETT._1 debut bie San iat wished for. I shall not dwell on 


i it would be a press-elected Convention. _ “merits of the proposals they | contained ; 
Mr. Matunws.—The “Age: would’ wish but what was the cause of their failure? — 
to select the Victorian representatives. Mr. Parker Mononev. i se ae 
1? Wir, JOWETT.The honorable mem TEM party Was toe trons | 
ber knows more about that than I do. The sis MEE Nee: ee ac hiker _absolt 
object of the amendment seems two-fold, imp artial critic of those referenda, 
namely , to prevent the cating together cause T never read a word of the prop Beat 
of a Convention, and also to provide for a that, they contained, a eye my ae 
referendum, the ter ms of which, asin the >< one He ae done. eth a 
past, would be fixed by Parliament’ after ae Parker Moroxey.—Did you if 
me and bitter party struggle, in which ue : 
the majority had gained its own way. 1 on a 
think that we are all agreed as to yor 1 at did, Lae arr i voted te ever: 
for reforming both the ‘Commonwealth.and body else—on ete | 
the State Constitutions, arid’ this debate fOUrSe Was. open to. the electors, A cep 
“may be regarded i in somie way as a sequel. the terms of the referenda were fing aliz 
to the most interesting discussion which by. party managers in party i : 
we had earlier in the:afternoon, when, by this is to be done again, ae 
the honorable members for Adelaide (Mr. ot this most honorable 
Blundell) and Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) — the other Chamber, which is so o 
and others, attention was drawn to most — our thoughts, but. must. always be 1 
glaring cases of folly, waste, and ineffi- - less, ‘are “doomed to failure. 
ciency, due to the clash of Commonwealth — for ‘the alteration of the Constitution 
and State control in regard to the erec- ‘not likely to receive the endorsen 


























tion of war service homes. ‘What. was the peo ple unless made by. a Nee en 
said during that discussion made} co deep ie Lscaeageaes its confidence, + / 
impression upon the House. Every Mr. Parxer Moroney. —You op: 


_ thinking man and woman in Anes is” “the amendment bees 
aware that one Of the greatest: evils from laches side lh te 





able member for Werriwa (Mr. 


f 







nk J OWETT. tity but because of i its 


defects. 

Mr. jaan Morons: —You 
“that it has good qualities. 

Mr, JOWETT.—1 always ea eisour 
‘te see the merits of any proposal that 
emanates from honorable members op- 
posite. I notice that the honorable mem- 
ber for Hume (Mr. Parker Moloney) has 
excluded from his amendment all refer- 
ence to the Convention as Tepresentative 


admit 


of the people of Australia. 


Mr. Parker Mooney. ee Parlia. 
ment isa“ Gonvention7? 20% ' 

Mr. JOWETT.-—On that ee Tam 
compelled to differ from the honorable 


“member, and I fear that there are still 


some germs of the party spirit. in this 
Chamber on the present occasion, I do 


not think that we can expect the people. 
to have as much confidence in this Par- 


eed as a body to consider the amend- 

ment of the Constitution, as’ they would 
ae in a Convention epecialls elected 
for that purpose.- We are as a man 
_ ploughing the aes of the seashore if we 
expect such a work to be successfully per- 
formed alone: by honorable members of 


this Parliament. 


The next question is how this Conven- 
tion should be elected. I listened with 
the degpest interest to the honorable mem- 
ber for Ballarat (Mr. Kerby), the honor- 


able member for Fremantle (Mr. Bur- 


- chell), the honorable member for Hume 
(Mr. Parker Moloney), and the honor- 


zarini), and none seemed in favour of 
the principle of proportional representa- 
tion. . The honorable member for Bal- 
jarat referred to a letter which was pub- 
lished over my name in the daily papers 
some time ago. In that letter I drew 
attention to the fact that, owing to the 
present ineffectual method of election, it 


appeared that while some 13,568 voted in. 


_ his favour, 13,567 voted against him. 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot John- 


-son).—I remind the honorable member 


“hat at the present moment he is 
not speaking to the amendment, 
but. really to the main question, 
which he has already spoken. I take 
the opportunity to remind honorable 


- members that if they speak on an amend- 


ment after having spoken to the motion, 
they must confine themselves strictly to 
the oinend ment, 


x, 1920.) vy 


would make my task much easier, 


Laz 


The honorable member 


Mee 





Conatiuntion. 








for Werriwa had not spoken to the main fe, 
therefore, was entitled to 


question, and, 
speak both on that and the amendment.  —. 
Mr. JOWETT.—I regret having ex- 


ceeded the bounds of decorum. When I 
I had not made the — 
acquaintance of the honorable member 
for Ballarat, but, since having done ea sc i 
am amazed to find that his majority 
During the — 
whole of the discussion this afternoon on 
I do nota 
think any honorable member has really 


wrote that letter 


should have been: 30 small. 


proportional representation, 
addressed himself to the principle and i 
practice of that system. Ba 
Mr. Maxwern.—How will it apply to 
an election for the Convention? a 
Mr, JOWETT.—I am grateful for the 
interjection, and as briefly as possible I : 
shall explain. vs 
Mr. SPEAKER.—The inerut mem- 
ber cannot do that, but must confine him- 


ee g the terms of the amendment, 


TOWED ol shall (ondoawoun cee 


ib so, merely saying that if honorable 


raembers would restrict their questions 
and interjections’to the amendment, it 
There | 
are two amendments running in my mind - 

at the present moment. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—There is only one 
amendment before the Chair. — | 
Mr. JOWETT.—Then I. ask. that 
honorable members generally should also — 
remember the fact. 


my remarks on a future occasion. 
Leave granted; debate adjourned. — 
Sitting suspended from 6.25 to 8 p.m. 


OIL AGREEMENT BILL. 
Sreconp Reaping. 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min: ae 
ister and Attorney-General) [8.0] —I vo 
move— nah 

That this Bill be now read a second time. 


In order that honorable members may 
better understand and appreciate the ad- 
vantages of the agreement set out in they 
schedule to this Bill, it will be necessary 
for me to say something on the part © 
played by oil in modern economic and 


national life. Just as the first half of 
the last century was called the steam age, 
so the time in which we now live may die ‘ 
fairly called the eke age. Todays 





At this late hour 
of the afternoon, I ask leave to continue leis 








great a revolution as 
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_ from the beginning of the. erin -manu- 
_ facturing era, the welfare of nations de- 
- pends largely on fuel. 
merly the fuel on which manufacturing 


mations relied was coal, they have now a 
- choice between coal and oil. 


The effect 
of the oil engine upon civilization is most 
marked. It may be said that the in- 
ternal combustion engine has effected as 
did the steam- 
engine. If honorable members will try 
and conjure in their minds a picture of 
a world without oil, without oil-engines 
in any of their manifold forms, they will 
see a world very different indeed from 
that in which we exist. If they look 


upon these two pictures of what was and 
what is, they will be struck by the abso-— 


, lute dependénce of the nations upon oil. 
They will be impressed by the extent to 
which the civilized world has adjusted it- 
self to the motor and the internal com- 
bustion engine in some one or other of 
its various forms. That which we call 
civilized life depends to a very large ex- 
tent upon adequate supplies of oil. It 
is vital to us, as to all nations, that we 
should have not. only an abundance of 
fuel—both coal and oil—but that we 
should have it cheap. It may be said 
that every increase in the price of fuel 
is a tax upon industry, and affects wages, 
which in turn affects the standard of 
living. — 


as in peace, its power is pre-eminent. The 
last war:was a petrol war. Those mil- 
lions of men could not have been fed; 
that great Front, stretching thousands of 
miles, could not have been maintained; 
munitions could not have been carried; 
aeroplanes and tanks would have been 
inanimate things without oil. That 
complete dependence upon oil which is 
the lot of all nations is in Australia in- 
tensified by our geographical position. 
To us, oil is essential for our defence. 
When we consider our isolation, our vast 
coast-line and our wide spaces, we see at: 
once that without a swift-driven navy, 
without means of 
rapidly,. without cohorts of aeroplanes, 
our position is untenable. And yet it 
has happened quite retently that, not- 


withstanding our complete dependence 
apon oil for national defence, such small 


juantitics, of oil have been available as 
(0 have ‘absolutely spats ae navy 
Ur. Hughes, 


Oil Agreement pra SEN TATIVES 


Oil is vital to us, and, 
But whereas for- 


Not only is oil the very spirit. 
of the life of industry, but in war, as well. 


f tion is as marked in Australia as a 


transporting men. 


which we are buying to-day, honorabl 


Clearly, the necessity for securing a 
geet: of fuel ers 18 ' he 8a, 







a 


"eon moving hae an siieheonty : 
Indeed, 1H “i 
nations. As, every ‘honorable membe 
must know—and I merely remind them — x 
of facts which are as patent as the facts 
of night and day—the supply of fuel aay 
all kinds is limited. It is said—I kom a 
not how true it is—that the supply of 
oil is not likely to outlast the nee 
demands of the next few decades. It is 
certain that the demand for oil has/ansi3 
creased portentously, and that it now 
plays a part in the national and economic — 
life of nations second only—if second : 
to that of coal. Via 
To show how the world’s consumption iy 
of oil has increased, I propose to quote — 
some figures. In 1910 the world’s .con-— 
sumption of crude oil was about 
328,000,000 barrels; in 1914 the total 
quantity had grown to close upon 
400,000,000, barrels. In 1919 it was 
estimated at 600,000,000 barrels! The 
position | in Australia may be shown © 
by the following figures relating to resi- — 
dual and refined ails: In 1910 we con- 
sumed 25,725,000 gallons; in 1914-15 our | 
consumption was 43 000,000 gallons; wd 
in 1918-19 it was 51 000, 000 gallons 
Roughly, the world’s consumption. 0: 
crude oil doubled in ten years. In the 
same period our consumption of the Te 
sidual and refined products. increased in 
the same proportion. Those figures” 
show beyond all doubt that the world is 
becoming more and more dependent upon 
oil, and that the tendency i in that direc 






















I said just now something Ri th 
part which oil played in the defence 0: 
Australia. I propose to quote . som 
figures to show to what extent our Navy 
is dependent on oil and the extent to 
which the Commonwealth and the Go- 
vernment are consumers of oil. In 1910 
the Navy consumed 1,000 tons; in 1914 
it increased to 10, 000 tons, while in : 


speak for 7 ? 
And when we consider the price at which 
we bought oil in 1910, and the price at 


members must be impressed with — 
gravity of the position and recognise 
need for some immediate / rem 







Be Que Ore § generating 
’) wagsels of. the’ ‘Navy so constructed as to 


: pee it goes without 
eee that oil vitally. essential 
eg oe this country Mee defence pur- 
“poses, — ‘and for other purposes also, I 
~ want to turn now to the question of sup- 
plies of oil, which is, as I have termed 
“it, literally the spirit of the life of in- 
dustry and the means by which | this 

| nation maintains its first line of defence, 


coal—is- obvious. 













“namely, the Navy. What are the 
sources” of supply? Where are they? 
ho control and own them? First, as 


There are two, namely, 


: a _ the, sources: 
oe Shale oil, of 


ae oil and well a 


can be es in 
or quantity of shale 
ne produced as compared with the 
olume of oil Mania in the world is 
go small as to be for all practical pur- 
ae “poses negligible. In this country, de- 
ee the offer of a bonus of 24d. per 
ee in September, 1917, to Australian 
- companies producing crude oil from shale, 
because the bonus previously offered was 
- not considered sufficient, the production of 
oil from shale in Kustralia is only about 
D2, 800,000 gallons per annum, whilst we 
consume of oil and its. derivatives 
2,000, 000 gallons per annum. The Leader 
an of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), speaking 
in 1917 on the Shale Oil Bounty Bill, 
/_said— 


: ~ I doubt the this extraction of crude oil 
from shale is the wisest course to follow for 
the production of oil in Australia. . 

- Most honorable members will agree with me 

that it would have been sufficient to make 
“available £35,000 a year or thereabouts to 
ee encourage boring operations, 


eountry 


















: oon may then put shale on one side as a 
source from which we can hope to derive 
supplies of oil adequate to meet our re- 


_ benzine, motor spirit, or oil for lighting 
by _ purposes. 

PutAt present we have no i bi wells in Aus- 
" alia or its Territories. JI shall later 
touch shortly this aspect of the question. 
But, as I have said, we have as yet not 
discovered oil in ‘Australia. The chief 
sources of liquid oil throughout the 
world, to-day are the United States of 
erica, Mexico, Russia, Persia, Rou- 
vFor-all 










= and the Dutch’ Indies. 





‘steam in “covered by this Bill, all these supplies 
permit of fuel oil being used in place of. 


that’ we have all 


quirements, whether it be for fuel oil, 


trolled by the Deutsche Bank. ie 
unable to say who owns this now. There 


are controlled by a few very great foreign 
companies, of which the Standard Oil 
Company is the chief. I suppose 
said a. great deal 
about the Standard Oil Company in 
our time. I know that I have done so. 
Its power is very great. To what extent. 
these great companies—and I shall quote 
them, so far as I have been able to com- 


pile a-list, in a moment or two—work to- — 


gether under any arrangement I cannot. 
say. But we have to look at the facts, 
and I think that they speak in a manner 
that none but those who are wilfully — 
blind can misunderstand. It might be 
perfectly true if those great companies 
told us that there were no arrangements 
by which the world has been parcelled out | 
for the supply of oil, or no arrangement 
as to competition either in price or in 
any other way, between them—I mean no 
arrangement binding at law or cognisable - 
by the Courts, for it will probably be ~ 
found that such arrangements, if any, are 
what is known, for some obscure reason, 
as “ ventlemen’s agreements.” But it 
is, I think, pretty obvious that there are 
arrangements of some sort which, in fact, 
bring about the result I have suggested, 
and prevent effective competition. 

The principal oil companies in the 
order of importance in the world to-day. 
are: The Standard’ Oil Company; 
the Royal Dutch “Shell” Group; 
the Anglo-Persian and Burmah Oil Com- 
panies, which I bracket together, be- 
Cause their operations are interlocked; © 
the Mexican Eagle Oil Company, now con- 
trolled by the’ Shell”? Group; the Mexi- 
ean Petroleum Company; the Union Oil 
Company, of California ; the Waters- 
Pierce Company, of Mexico; the Texas 
Oil Company, and Nobels’, of Russia. In 


addition to’ these, there are three large 


Roumanian companies, which are ¢on- 
trolled; one by the 
Company, one by the “Shell,” while 
the’ other, before the war, was 
I am 


are a number of companies of a sub- 
sidiary nature, of whom one_ hears 
a great deal, but i:they. do. * not. 
own oil wells. The companies to 
which I have referred by name are the 


companies which sctually own the great 
oil wells of the world. | 


Standard Oil : 


CORDS yy 





Company, the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, and the Texas ‘Oil Company. 
JT want honorable members to fol- 


low a few figures I intend to give, 
because they are very interesting. The 
“Shell” Company supplies’ nearly all 


the fuel oil and a large proportion of the. 


benzine consumed in Australia. The 
Standard Oil Company supplies most of 
the kerosene and practically all the lubri- 
cants. As I have said, whether the trade 
is divided in this way by mere happy or 
unhappy chance, I am unable to say; but 
the facts are as ‘I have stated them. Of 


fe 811,824 gallons of residual oil, that is, 


say, fuel oil, imported for the year end- 
ing June, 1919, all but 40,000 gallons 


were supplied by the “ Shell ” Company, 


whereas of 7,440,097 gallons of lubricat- — 
“ing oil imported, less than 100,000 came 
from the ‘ Shell” Company, and the rest 


came from the United States of America. 


Of 16,672,963 gallons of kerosene and 
other refined petroleum burning oils im- 
ported, 14,548,123 gallons came from the | 
United States of America. 


one Dutch, for our oil supplies. It is evi- 


dent, also, that under some arrangement, — 


or ty mere blind chance, we are suvplied 
from one source with all lubricating oils 
and kerosene, and from another with all 
fuel oils and benzine. It is a, 
obvious that the result must be that, what- 
ever price they like to charge us, we must 
pay. I shall show exactly how that 
affects the Navy and how it has affected 
the consumer. 


The position as so far set aa is this: 
Oil is an essential’ of modern life. 
Broadly speaking, those nations are most 
prosperous that use the most oil. The 
United States of America consumes 
6,000,000 tons of benzine a year, or about 
six times the total pre-war consumption 
of the United Kingdom and all Europe. 
America is the most _prosperous nation in 


the world, and-she is prosperous because | 


she has recourse to machine production, 
and machine production is more and 

more becoming production by machinery 
driven by internal combustion or oil en- 
gines. It is most important to note this 
fact: for it shows that oil is the key. of 
industrial success. 

Mr. Hughes. 


The Sass “that au eeey ultealis! a We ane qd pane ; 


requirements, are, mainly, the “Shell” nation on oil for fuel for our as 


It is very 
clear, therefore, that we are dependent 
upon three companies, two American and- 


indigenous: oil, nor ‘means of refi 








depend on oil for our industries, an | 
those means of production which we must — 
have. When I was in France, twelve — 
months ago, one of the most striking 
signs, of the times was the. ae ‘ 
number of tractors adapted for farming. — 
The oil engine has revolutionized or is re- 
yolutionizing the industries of the world. 

During the war tens and hundreds ~ 

of thousands of ‘tractors were put on ‘ 
the land in order to provide food for the — 
fighting millions. Oil was the spirit of 
their life. With oil the millions made me 
war, with oil they tilled the land, and 
with oil they drove battleships, merchant: 
ships, and submarines, I have shown — 
that six or seven great companies 
own the means by which the great 
mass of the people of this world must 
live. We are in this. position: We! ‘ 
must have oil for our defence and for our 
industries. We have no oil of our own, 
and no assurance of adequate supplies é 
from overseas. All the supplies we do. 
get come from foreign nations and from. 
companies whose actions, I suppose, are 
governed by commercial principles, and 
who will sell or refuse to sell, as the mood, 
or the opportunity, or the inducement, 
suggests. The position can hardly be said 
to be satisfactory. We must have oil, we 
have none here, and cannot rely on getting 
it from abroad... Tt must not be on 
























































mud touch upon. “We Reva believe ti: 
do, at any rate—that we shall find oil in 
this continent or in one of our Terri. 
tories. I hope that I am not one of tho 
unreasoning optimists who sees things ju 
as he wants to see them, but I beli ? 
there are abundant signs for those Ww 
have faith that we are going to find 
But when we have found it, it will be 
useless to us unless we can refine ities 
we found oil to- Sey in New Guinea, 








it will take two years, 4 build a ree ry. 
Crude oil cannot be used, so that i 
for no other reason, we ought aes 
mediately provide means for refining oi 
At present we have neither any guara: 
tees of oil from abroad, nor suppl: rot 








h The dust eeneiAl is hat we A en 
effective guarantees of adequate supplies 
of oil, and the second is that: we should 
_ put up. a refinery to deal with them. 


IT wish to deal now very shortly with 

- another phase of this iyasiaie Me price 
of oil. I have said that we must have 
adequate supplies of oil, and, what is ob- 
vious, both for our national and indus- 


trial ‘needs, that we should get them as. 


cheaply as ‘possible. In a moment or two 
I shall show what it costs us to buy oil 
for the Navy. If«we are to be.a great 
“manufacturing nation, we can only be so 
on the basis of machine production. 
Whether it be in the primary or the 
- secondary industries, our . production 
must be based on machine production, 
and on systematized and organized 
effort; 
production some kind of fuel is essential, 
and oil is one of the most convenient and 
- effective forms of fuel. Now let us take 
_ prices, and see how they have increased 
during the past few years. The average 
price per unit of quantity as declared at 
Customs was for— 
Prices—Ivcrease. OF. 


1918-9. 


ao 1910. |. 1914-5. 
1, Petroleum spirit, : 
_ including benzine, Mea, 
petrol, &e. 9.95d. | 13.58d. | 20.72d. 
2. Lubricating oils... | 11.15d. | 11.35d. | 23.21d. 
3. Residual oil 2.46d. | 2.87d. 3.31d, 
_ 4, Solar oil 5.lld. | 5.58d. | 19.14d. 


Residual oil is the oil we use for the 
_ surface ships of our Navy. Solar oil is 
used for submarines. Now I come to the 

| prices on the Australian markets— 


Prices IN Marker. 


— ite A ORI 

















1914. - 1920. 
Gallon.| Gallon.| Gallon.) Gallon. 
Boule ae | Kap me Malem 
-Benzine Py LS Ob, SAH 8 5k 
Motor spint oie hy bbe EO BER aaa BZ - 
i Kerosene 1 ig 1 3h 2 3). 23h 
_ Lubricating oils— ahi ai 
Tee Bow grade ob 16) kb S404: 4.0 
High grade...) 3 6 310} 6 6] 7.0 
ints, per ton. | per ton. si ton. | per ton. 
a 3! Aes ABR a eat aa d. 
_ Fuel oik | +108 0 jis 6 pao 0 
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These Wea all ope to the 7 


and at the basis of all modern: 


rand 


products of oil. We come now to the — 
base from which all these spring—the — 
crude oil. Taking first what is referred — 
to in the oil trade as the bellwether of — 
oil, Pennsylvanian crude, we find that its” 
price has risen from less than $2 in 1914 ' 
to $6 in 1920. There has been a rise of 
$2 in the last twelve months, and a 
sharp rise in the last few months. I 
hope honorable members will not forget — 
that six companies own these oil supplies. — 
I have mentioned the names of eight, in- 
cluding the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, — 
and one of them is the Mexican Eagle — 
Company, which is controlled by the — 
“Shell”. group. Whether all are re- 
lated or interwoven I cannot say. But 

the fact remains that this essential to the _ 
life of modern man is controlled by a 
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‘few great corporations, who regulate the _ 


price we pay. I shall show what this 
means to us aS a nation, quite apart from 
what it means to individuals in the com- 
munity. In 1910 the Australian Navy 

paid £3 5s. to £3 10s. per ton for its 

In 1914 the price rose to £4 5s. 

and £4 10s. In 1920 the price was £9 

10s. to £10, As we are buying 50,000 

tons per annum, we are now paying per 
annum over £2.00, 000 more than. we 

should have had to. pay in 1914— 

or nearly as much in. one year ag ~ 
honorable members are now asked to — 
agree to provide for the establishment of 

a refinery in Australia, assuring to Aus- 

tralia 200,000° tons of crude oil per 

annum, which will supply more than is » 
required for the needs of the Navy and © 
for half the motor and lighting require- — 
ments of Australia. I repeat that we — 
are at.present paying for the oil we need — 
for the Navy over £200,000 more per — 
annum than we were paying in 1914. — 
I do not say that we are paying more : 
than a fair price. I do not know what — 
is a fair price for the oil. If I am asked — 
whether the increase in the price of | 
petrol or crude oil is due to the aug- — 
mented demand for oil or to profiteering — 
by the great oil companies, Tsay ek 
do not know, The demand is pheno- 
menal. In America it is such that it is 
fast overtaking the visible supply, and | 
it is a matter of less and less importance | 
to that country whether she can find 
market oversea for her oil or not, Sh 









 has.a ties: home ae } 
that demand is responsible for the present 





price of oil, I cannot say; but what I do 


know is that the price of oil to-day is 


- fixing the price. 


eS 


determined by the demand and by the 
six or seven great oil companies. I 
leave it to honorable members and the 


country to determine which of these two 
factors is the greater in the matter of 
. I deal with the facts, 
which are pretty obvious, namely, that 
we require oil, that we must have ade- 


quate supplies, that we must get them 


as cheaply as possible, and that we have 
no means of getting them at all, and cer- 
tainly no means of getting them cheaply. 


. As I said a little while ago, the United 


States of America alone uses. about 


6,000,000 tons of benzine per annum, or 


about six times the pre-war consumption 
of the United Kingdom and Europe. I 
have pointed out what I think it was very 
proper to point out—that America 1s, 


_ perhaps, the most prosperous country in’ 
the world—and there is a vital connexion 
between these two things. 


Canada, with 
far less need to erect refineries than we 
have, has fourteen of them, seven having 
been erected since 1914, and these have 
a total capacity of 1,500,000 gallons per 
day. Canada has fourteen refineries, 
Australia not one! It is very obvious 
that immediate steps ought to be taken, 
as 1s provided in the Bill, to insure 


ample supplies of crude oil and to estab-. 


lish a refinery to deal with them and such 
other indigenous supplies as may be 
found in Australia or in the Territories. 
This Bill is a measure to ratify an agree- 


ment for that purpose made with the 
-Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


I do not know that it is necessary to 
dwell at any great length upon the posi- 


tion which the Anglo-Persian Company 
Jts «history is_ 


occupies in the world. 
pretty well known. It is crowned, so to 
speak, with a halo of romance, and we may 


derive some satisfaction from our know-. 
ledge of the connexion of the founder of 
the company, Mr. W. K. D’Arcy, with 


Australia. He .was one of the directors of 
the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Com- 
pany. Some twenty years ago he ac- 
quired interests in Persia, and spent a 
large fortune in endeavouring to develop 
the oil-bearing regions there. | He lost 


much money, but managed to Interest 


Mr. ee 


iets grads 


But anaes ye ae an ne ‘men in his 


career until in 1904 Lord ‘Fisher, that 


pire sources of supply. ' 


“Fisher, 


of 5 per cent. 
worth of 6 per cent. participating prefer- 


Lord Strathcona and Mr. Knox D’Arey, 


mated to be ord | £50,000,000_ on 


been developed entirely by British capit 
and British cnn 







ee Rete 


schemes. The pioneers had a chequered 
most remarkable man, who was First Lord es pak 
of the Admiralty, Bae who was one of the 
first to foresee the part that oil would — 
play in the life of the world and as a fuel — 
for the Navy, concluded that without: oil 


that arm of defence was likely to be in- 


effective, and looked around with the 
object of securing within the British Em- — 
He was. mainly — 
responsible for \preventing the) Persian. 
concessions from falling into German — a 
hands. Honorable members will  re- ‘ 
call the Kaiser’s dream of a railway 
from Berlin to Bagdad. The East © 
was. to be his, with all its greatness 
and all its richness. Thanks to Tonle 
the company, which was then — 
struggling, found its feet, and in 1909 1G, 
was formed into what is now known as 


the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. In 1913 


a Bill was introduced into the House of | 


Commons under which the British Go- 


vernment became officially responsible for — 
the progress of this company, and on the . 7 
outbreak of the war they acquired a con-— 
trolling interest in it. The position now 
is as follows:—The capital of the com- Ma 
pany is £20,000,000, the issued capital is. 

£17,500,000, made up of £5,000,000 worth — 

debentures, £5, 000,000 ° : 





























ence shares, and £7,500,000 of ordinary 
shares. The debentures. carry no voting 
powers, the preference shares carry one 
vote per share, and the ordinary shares 
two votes per share. The votes number 
20,000,000, of which the British Govern- 
ment hold 10 001,000 on account of 
5,000,000 ordinary ‘and . 1,000 preference 


se The balance of aie shares are 
held as follows: — The Burmah Oil 
Company—a purely British company 


—holds 2,500,000, less a negligible num- 
ber which are held by the. heirs of 


its founders; and the British public 
own 4,999,000 preference shares. — 
investment of the British. Gover 
ment in the Anglo-Persian Oil. Company 
cost them £5,000,000, and is roughly esti- 


open market to-day. This company has 





It is. contr 






by. the ‘British fhe eeatacut wie Hilda 
a majority of its votes. It lias no rela- 


tion, direct or indirect, with any of the. 


_ companies I have’ mentioned or with any 

_ other company. ‘The Burmah Oil Com- 
pany is one of the companies which was 
formed in Burmah by British. capital, 

| and was itself the company which as- 
iy - sisted the infant Anglo-Persian Oil Com- 
a ae to its feet. The latter company 
owns, in Persia, Timor, Mesopotamia, 
friea, Trinidad, Borneo, and other 
laces, extensive oil fields. 
lat the Persian fields alone are as large 
as the combined fields of the United 
States. It has a fleet of tank steamers in 
being of 230,000 tons, which is to be built 
up to 500,000 tons, and this fleet will be 
worth £15, 000,000. Here, then, is a com- 
| pany purely British in its origin, In its 
_ development, in its capital, and in its con- 
trol, which possesses the most extensive 
oil fields in the world. It 

ie a fleet and oil wells 
he perfectly independent of all ship- 

\ ping rings and oil corporations. It 
aie. willing to make an arrangement with 
the Gommonwealth Government to erect 
__arefinery here, and to supply this country 
' with 200,000 tons of crude oil per annum 
at current rates until such time as we 
find oil.in Australia or its territories. 
When we find. it, and in proportion to 
the quantity in which we find it, the com- 

Ae, pany’s oil will be retired and our oil will be 
refined at the refinery. In this refinery, 
ope: capital of which is set down in the 
_ schedule at £500,000, we are to take up 
_ £1 more than half of the shares, in order 
_ that we may exercise exactly ‘the same 
_ eontrol.as that which is enjoyed by the 
_ British Government. We shall be en- 
titled to half the profits accruing from 
- the enterprise, we shall be assured of 
_ ample supplies of fuel oil for our Navy, 
- and we shall give employment to a very 
- large number of men, either immediately 
or: in the Te odinte: future. We shall 
‘ also be ready to refine our own oil 
when it is found. From this 200,000 
tons of crude oil it is estimated 
that we shall get per annum 40,000 tons 

“ of benzine, 33,300 tons of kerosene, 9,045 
tons of lubricating oil, 72,000 tons of 
fuel oils, 4,500 tons of wax, 9 ,000 tons of 
. “pit. These! commodities, ether than fuel 

_ oils, will be sufficient to supply about one- 
half of our total requirements ; while in 
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Angilo-Persian Company. 


I stimated Spite ne 
ee ment is with the Anglo-Persian Company — 


has 
which makes. 


S Bill, 1887 : 


regard to ea oils Me supply will ne ie 


more than sufficient. The agreement is, © 
for all practical purposes, 


with the British Government, excepting, 


of course, that it is of am incomparably ‘ 
But so far as Australia 


narrower scope. 
is concerned, and to the extent that we 


put our capital into the undertaking, our a 


position is analogous. It will give us the © 
same control over this refining company 
that the British Government has over the 
The agree- 


for the purpose’ of forming a refinery © 
company which will be registered in 
this country and in this State. The net 
effect will be that the 
Government will have a half share in the 
enterprise, the Anglo-Persian Company 
will have one-half of the remainder—that 
is to say, a quarter share—and the British — 


Government will also have a quarter share. _ 


This Anglo-Persian Company is now a 


company which is truly Imperial in the — 


best sense of the term. It is a company ~ 
whose supplies are scattered throughout 
the Empire, and whose capital and re- 
sources, as well as the enterprise to which 
it owes its development, are entirely | 

British. This company, controlled by the 


British Government, comes to the Com- 


monwealth Government and asks us to 


become a partner with it in this venture. 
If the inducements were much less at- 
tractive than they are, I should be one ~ 
of the first to advise honorable members 
But being in the position 
we are, and asked by a company such 
as this, British in essence, controlled by 


to accept it. 


the British Government, it would be in-— 
credible folly for us to reject this offer. — 
£250,0001) | 


For an expenditure of 
we are offered a . partnership with 
this great company, whose  experi- 


ence in. much wider fields absolutely © : 


insures success in this enterprise. 


I remind honorable members that it is : 


the Anglo-Persian Company’s knowledge 


and experience that we are buying, under — ¢ 


this agreement. It is not proposed to 


interfere in any way in the management 
of this refining company, but we shall — 


have the right to prevent it. from — 
selling its refined oil to any foreign 
buyer without our consent. We shall 
also be able to insure a sufficient supply 


of oil for our naval requirements, and’ — 


have authority to veto any proposal — 


an analogous. a 
one to that entered into by the company 


Commonwealth — 
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: Tiel to ntestere ak the oats OF thee 
company. 


this may only be done with the consent 
of the Commonwealth Government; and 
in any case the relative positions must be 
maintained so that the Government will 
always hold a majority of the shares. 


It is impossible at this stage for me to 
anticipate all the points—I can hardly 
~eall them objections—that nee arise 12 
honorable members’ minds, so I shajl not 
endeavour to do so. . I would not be in » 
order if I attempted to deal with the | 
schedule, item by item, but I may inform — 
honorable members that I have been 
through it very, carefully. In fact I 
am responsible for its present form, 

and as Attorney-General I declare that 
it amply safeguards the interests of the 
Commonwealth. It provides, anter aha, 
that the Government may resume the 
works after a period of fifteen years have 
elapsed, but whether the Government will - 
be inclined to do so or not, I am unable | 
‘to say. I do not know that very many 
of us would care to pierce the veil of the 
future to that extent, for I have no doubt 
some honorable members feel that fifteen 
years hence they may be in a place where 
oil would be regarded as an embarrass- 
ment of riches. In my opinion, the agree- 
ment is a good business deal for the Com- 
monwealth. It is one of those schemes that 
are long overdue, but long overdue as it 
may be, the proposal 3 is a clear indication 
that the war has made this country known 
in places where, , perhaps, it was not 
heard of before. This great firm, with 
others, is coming to Australia. Some 
are coming for one reason and some for 
another, but apparently they all realize 
with us that Australia is a good place to 
be in. I have told the representatives of © 
these firms that we have our troubles — 
here just as other countries have, but that 
nevertheless Australia is a good place 
for all men to live in. These big Eng- 


lish firms understand the trend of fan 


times, and evidently they are satisfied — 
that Australia presents to them oppor- 


tunities which are not to be found in 


othér countries. I have much pleasure — 
in moving the second reading of the Bill, 
and I strongly advise honorable members 
to assent to it. ; | 

Debate (on motion by Mr. Tupor) ad- 
| journed. | 
Mr. Hughes. Se eee ph 


bias hivhse hols 





In addition, if at any future — 
time further capital is to be called up, | 


‘the 17th December, 1918. 


ber, 
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In Committee of Supply; ae i 

Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister © for 
Home and Territories) [9.8] pate Foyt) | 
absence of the Acting Treasurer (Sip: 
Joseph Cook), I desire to place before 
honorable members the Supplementary | ‘ 
Estimates for the year 1917-18, and to 
give the following partiouiare in relation 
thereto : or a 


The Supplementary: Estimates for. ae 
year 1917-18, now submitted, are for the ~ 
purpose of obtaining : an appropriation of | 
Parliament to cover the expenditure made 
out of the Treasurer's Advance | during — 
that year. As has frequently happened in 
‘previous years, a considerable time has” 
elapsed since the closing of the year's | 
accounts and the passing of these (Esti i 
mates by Parliament. Honorable mem- ~ 
bers are aware that the preparation of. 
‘the: Supplementary Estimates is postponed — 
until the accounts of the year are finally — 
‘closed, and a suitable opportunity has 
often to be awaited before they can be 
placed before Parliament. In regard Ol 
the present Estimates, the year closed on 
the 380th June, 1918, ‘and. the final audit 
of the accounts was not completed until 
These Sup- 
plementary Estimates were available for 
presentation to Parhament last year, but 
it was, not practicable to place them 
before the House for consideration. 






































Full particulars of the expending i 
cluded in these Supplementary Estimates 
were contained in the T'reasurer’s finance 
statement for 1917- 18) which was pre- 
sented to the House on the 19th Decem- 
1918, With regard to the total 
amount of £601,982 required under 
Ordinary Services, £206, 398 is for war 
expenditure and £395, 584 for the usual 
requirements of Departments. Most. of 
the items explain themselves, but there 
are some which, perhaps, call for com- 
ment. Generally speaking, it may be 
said that owing to war conditions and 
the greatly increased prices which have 
obtained during the last few years, it has 
been difficult to forecast, the expendi 1 
as accurately as in normal times. — 


One item for which additional ap ro- 
priation is required, under the P1 me 
‘Minister’s. Department, is the adr ; 
tration and the working expenses _ 
Lh Pirie wharf. The) syobe: 18 be 








| Ree | in 1 1917 18 the following amounts. 
S$. “were unexpended : — | 
that Ordinary services .. £933, 502. 
pay- War services Rivas 804, 594 
. the _-—- Additions, new works 637, 02 
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ie of Beats : 
The amounts now aia for total, “just 
_over £600,000. | iy 





Le the Department of the Tat, Mr. icaene Foster.— You stated pres 

sum of £88,177 is required above viously that it was impracticable to pre 
punt originally estimated for Taxa- sent the Supplementary Estimates before 
fice contingencies. The increased the end of last year. For what reason ? 
tion has necessarily made. heavy and fp. POYNTON.—They were ready 


dable_ expenditure. in this branch. Jag, year, but we did not have an Oppo 
Id rs however, that against tunity of submitting them. | : 








3 ‘ Mr. Ricuarp Fosrsr Because. th 
1 not being ‘made as early ¢ as antici- House was not sitting. 


sh there was a saving in the original i 
sppropriation for the salaries of the taxa-— Mr. POYNTON.—Yes. I have given 


icers of over £9,000, all the particulars, and now moye— 


ig Cig an increase of £49, 000 A  \That the followin e further sums be eranted. 


Me ie to His Majesty to defray the charges for the 
no th : ao a year 1917-18 for the several services hereunder. 
rtmen oF trade an ustoms specified, viz. ; 


Te 
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Eueet uh ht Payable | out of en 

ane gdanional. Re ae of - cee oh test and otal. a 

$s been provided | for. rent of Bee aue: joa i 
i yi Of this amount, over £21, 000 on 
y ae the Commonwealth. Bank, e; ati £ £ 
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ay ake \ The Prime Minister's De- 
sor. OO cbawealth Departments. penis et ea age 
ae a | <n Nigh Deharémenk of) the 
bs n r Treasury ~ ek Ri te@soee 
HP . nie ie ar uaharniens 8 ent Refunds of Revenue as 41,793 
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The Attorney-General’s De- 
Pansies Conetate toe partmenty .. |) -. | 6,314 


1 int dditional amount of £24, SAT 1s “The Home and. Territories 
















That sum comprises RIN oes Gating ae 40,982 
mber of items, none | "08, which LM laaiga ile of Defence— oe 
Ni : ilitary : ; aes 
4 Lon ane ad Se ae ‘Woollen Cloth Factory— Res 
4 Pay a 100 fo hae 


py ce thas ih i v ¢ F a] 5 4.7 
ces 1s amount ori ieuate ee. | MPermanent. Horee (Se eat 


vane £2,600,000, and £23,186 is re- going)—Pay yl Wot | 62,bRB 








Citizen Naval Forces | > 
for the War Pane Olice: That (Royal Australian Naval | 


: iga — rie we 2; cHank ae ae 
é addition to £37, ee originally Uae ne FUE Rae ee sn 
i : . 14,758 | 139,983] 154,741 











ie tread a the Sipellmbnt re Esti- The Department of ee 







i. and Customs .. Sib. Hee OM Anas Tae a yee 
Manes fe Additions, New ‘Works and fe ee 
x e epartment oOo or { ' an 
_ the total amount. asked POW TS anAR ailwavan es © | 91.363 21,303 
s required to cover several an, catnaabota erent ot | 
foreseen in the original Department .. 9... | 24,547 5 





ae interest honorable War Services... .. | 206,308 
Total 
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» | 601,982 
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Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [9. iT] ay RES 


this is the eighth or ninth occasion on 
which the Supplementary Estimates have 
been submitted after the money has been | 


expended. ’ Honorable members know by 
experience that this has been the practice 
for many years, and it destroys the argu- 
ments used on political platforms that 
certain amounts under the item “ Contin- 
gencies” have been expended before a. 
statement has been submitted to Parlia- 
ment. Any honorable member who has 
_ been a Minister for five minutes knows 
that it is impossible to spend even 5s. 
without a voucher. In’ passing the Sup- 


plementary Estimates we are not agreeing ~ 


to the expenditure, because we have not 
had an opportunity of voicing our ob- 
jections, but there are some items which I 
would like to comment on. The money 
has already been spent, and we are now 


only validating the action of the Govern- 


ment. In dealing with the ordinary 
Estimates, although the period which they 
cover will expire in eight or nine weeks, 
it is still possible to criticise some of the 
expenditure, but it is useless criticising 
the disbursement of money which has 
already taken place. 


Mr. Frenron.—Where are the Supple- 
mentary Estimates for 1918-19? 


Mr. TUDOR.—They are yet to come. 
I wish, however, to deal with a matter 


mentioned by the Minister for Home and | 


Territories (Mr. Poynton), .and I 
regret that the honorable member 
for Adelaide (Mr. Blundell) is. not. 
in the chamber. This afternoon I 
had occasion to interject concerning 


the gantries or grabs erected at Port 
Pirie. That plant was installed there 
on the distinct understanding—I think 
the honorable member for Capricornia 
(Mr. Higgs) was Treasurer at the time— 
that the South Australian Government 
would defray the cost. 
that the South Australian Government 


should pay for the cost of installing that. 


plant, the honorable member for Ade- 
laide interjected, ‘‘ No; you will never 
get a penny for it.” ‘South Australia, 
having entered into an agreement with 
the Commonwealth, should be a 
to pay. 

Mr. Ricwarp roan “who: said | that 
it would not? 


Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member. 


for Adelaide said that the Commonwealth 
would not get a bare 


fi weak 
MY, ey 3 
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‘matter, and I said that as the plant had 


When I stated the latter would defray the cost, a 


: We paid so much for the gantries 





: agree ‘@ 
Wan made. hetwoene ihe Commcnweute | On 
and the Vaughan Government in South 
Australia, of which the honorable member 4 
for Adelaide was a member. 


‘Mr, TUDOR.—Yes; and it should be 1 
compelled to carry ‘out the agreement. — 


The Minister knows that two years ago_ 


the then member for Henty (Mr. Bord ye 
the honorable member for Capricornia, 
and I drew special attention to the 





been placed there, the South Australian 
Government should -pay. i 
Mr, Ricuarp Fostrer.—lIt has proved 
immensely profitable. 
Mr. TUDOR.—That has been denied 
Mr. Ricwarp Fosrer.—Admiral Clark- 
son stated recently that it not only saved _ 
time, but was a mighty fine investment 


_by other persons who should know, we 




























from a monetary point of view. i au 


Mr. TUDOR.—Mr. Boyd, when & 
member of this Chamber, stated that, 
with the members of the Melbourne 
Harbor Trust, he visited Port Pirie for — 
the specific purpose of examining the 
plant and ascertaining if it would be 


advantageous to erect a similar plant in © - 


Melbourne. No one would doubt the 
business ability of ‘such men as* Mr. 
McPherson (the State Treasurer), Mr. 
Henry Meeks, and Mr. ‘Appleton, | on 
whose recommendation the proposition 
was turned down. 
Mr. Ricwarp Foster.—Three Be | 
ago a vessel at Port Pirie was discharged 
in 24 hours; it would have taken 4 Neg 
in Melbourne. 
Mr. Poynton. Lins ee despate 
is equal to 100 per cent. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I am not so much con 
cerned with that phase of the question; 
but I am pointing out that the Common- 
wealth Government entered into an agr 
ment with the State Government of South 
Australia, under which it was agreed tha 


amounted to £70,000 or £80,000. _ 
Mr. Poynton. Jat was £17; 000, Ibe 
lieve. : 


Mr. RicHarp Fostzn. eg ‘was u le 
£80,000. i 


a, right to get that money. 
that we are getting something from x 
wharf is of mo consequence, becaus 


SO. one: for Scie wharf, and if Ww 
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‘ “Supplementary nak ie May, 
eg. Mr. icaiae ios Ln hea) Ses 
ceiving splendid profits from the gantries. 





 * demand payment, and I say deliberately 

Re conakp the South Australian Government — 

ie not taking a ‘‘ broad national view ’’ 

_ of the question. 

A States have a right to demand that such © 
Re vecnents shall be kept. 
_ The East-West railway was constructed 
on the distinct understanding that the 
Western Australian Government would 
build a line on the 4-ft. 84-in. gauge 
from Kalgoorlie to Perth. But the 
position, eighteen months or two years 
ago, was that passengers had to wait at 
least nine hours in Kalgoorlie before they 
could proceed to Perth. If the West 
Australian Government repudiated their 
Ey cerccmen, that is no reason why the 
ie South Australian Government should act 
) ree ly. 

Mr. Poynton.—The South Australian 
D oteriment wanted to purchase the 
wharf, but I refused until the plant had 
- been paid for. We have the key of the 
_ situation, 


- Mr. TUDOR. fy commend the Min- 
"ister. for his action. I would not have 
@ es this point had not the Minister 











- mentioned it and the honorable member 


ee ‘Adelaide interjected to ‘the effect that 


it was not the intention of South Aus- 


ae ia - tralia to pay. 

Mr. WIENHOLT (Moreton) [9.25].— 
oe I am the only member of the 
| Beonemy party at present in the cham- 
ber, I think the responsibility is on my 


- shoulders to speak to the motion, although 


nol do not know whether it is my duty or 
not to stone-wall it. 


‘of the doubt, and allow the motion to so. 
’ through without further opposition. 

‘ Mr, RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
o ‘19. 26].—It is a revelation to me.to hear 
the statement made by the honorable 
member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) in answer 
to an interjection by the honorable mem- 
ber for Adelaide (Mr. Blundell). I do 
not know if there is a complete under- 
a standing with the present Government, 
and. I do not know if the Minister is 
aware of the fact. that South Australia 
has repudiated the agreement. 

a Mr. Poynron.—It is @ question of 
















ie a Puts. pa —The Minister heard the 
‘ Ne oe jection. 
's Pe ae FOSTER. cot do age 












Mr. TUDOR.—We have a right to 


Representatives of other 


I am prepared, 
Pater, to give the Minister the benefit, 


“4990. it Estimates. 





ihe 
raised this question, and, 


always been extremely honorable, and an 
example to others. 


trically é¢ontrelled. 
installation, 


words, constructed out of a scrap-heap. 


The installation of the plant was a matter : 


of vital interest to the Commonwealth 


The mechanical coal-— 
handling appliance at Port Pirie is not — 
perfect, because it should have been elec- — 
At the time of its 
it was impossible to obtain — 
the necessary electrical plant, so it had | 
to be an improvized plant, or, in other © 


1891 . 


Honouabie’ member for Mares ta 
inferentially, 
cast a reflection on a State that has oy 


Government, as well as an advantage to 


Port Pirie, pecstise 4 in the absence of such 
a plant the Broken Hill Proprietary 
Company could not have supplied the 
Imperia] authorities with lead for war 
purposes, 
deliberately. 
Mr. James Pacz.—And South Aus- 
tralia took advantage of the situation. 


Pony, } 


That statement has been made 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I do not 


think South Australia desires to take any 
advantage. 
city does not benefit by the experience of 


Port Pirie, and erect a modern mechani- 


cal plant to handle its coal requirements 
-on an economical and. effective basis. 


My. 


the time the honorable member for Yarra 


(Mr. Tudor) was speaking, but I under- _ 


It is a pity that this gréat 


BURCHELL (Fremantle) [9.29]. 


—I was not present during the whole of 


stood him to say that passengers travel- . 
ling by the transcontinental line were 
compelled to wait at Kalgoorlie for some — 


eight or nine hours. 


Mr. Tupor.—I stated that the Western | 
Australian Government agreed to con- — 
struct a line from Kalgoorlie to Perth on — 


the 4-ft. .84-in. gauge if the Common- 


wealth undertook to build the East-West. i 
line. Mr. Scadden, when Premier, fete : 


to that, and it is on record. 


Mr. BURCHELL.—When that agree- 
ment was entered into, it was a definite — 
undertaking that the Commonwealth Go- 


vernment would construct the line within © 
a given period, and that they did not do. — 


am sure of my facts, 
Western Australian Government at- one 


because the — 


stage raised loan money specially and ex- 


pressly to build the Kalgoorlie-Fremantle - 


section on the 4 ft. 84 in. gauge, but that — 


- money was diverted to other purposes — 

owing to the delay which took place in the ~ 
- construction of the railway. That is a 
matter of history, and IT am simply re-- 


peating it for the information of honor- 


able. members. 


The delay in Kalgoorlie _ | 
is, after all, rey a pene t in era a 
















































- eonditions existing to-day it takes sixteen. 
_ hours to run from Kalgoorlie to Perth. 


time in Kalgoorlie, and allowing a fair 
hour for counexion and possible delays to. 
the East-West train, you could,not leave 

Kalgoorlie before 11° a.m., ely would. 
“omean that if you went straight through 





you would arrive at Perth at 3 0 ce in 
| the 1 morning. 
Mr. Tupor.—Of course, it oe be 


_ absolutely impossible to start from Port 
. Augusta at a different time! 

-. Mr. BURCHELL.—1I am dealing only 
ath the Western-Australian side. It is 


not a simple thing to lay down a definite 
_time-table for the line under the existing © 
- eonditions with the speed limited to 30. 
miles an hour instead of the 45 or 50 miles — 


. an hour anticipated. Naturally the run- 





» goorlie is so much greater. 

Mr. Fewron.—The whole fault is with 
_ the States; they will not alter their time- 
tables, : 

My. BURCHELL. “thes ye altered 





with a view to making it much more com- 
fortable and suitable. The South Aus- 
tralian railways have altered their time- 
table, so that instead of leaving Port 
Augusta at 5.50 in the morning on the 
_ journey from the West, and the passen- 
gers having to turn out ‘at 4.30, they now 
remain till 7 o’clock, have their breakfast, 
and leave Port Augusta at 8 a.m. That is 
a much better and more sensible arrange- 
ment. The 
~ culty. will come when the line itself settles . 
_ down more and is ballasted. The original 
estimate and scheme for the line did not 








oa Ding time will be cut down, and passen- 
gers will be able to arrive in Perth at me 
suitable hour, 


Mr, JAMES PAGE (Maranoa). fo. 34]. 

—-It is very amusing to hear the excuses 
put up by South Australian members for 
One honorable 


not paying their taxes, 
member said that those gentlemen were 
smiling when they spoke. They say the | 
tiger smiles before he chops up his prey. 
» Tam afraid the honorable . member for 
Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) is like 
ties tiger. 
squalls, 






Ones even ates ie igst fameeoue BN 8 


‘ Taking into consideration the. arrival: 


ning time between Port Augusta and Kal-. 


their time-table within the last few days, 


solution of the whole diff- | 
e jnent with on and are it is a 
provide for ballasting. When the line is. 


ballasted and it becomes possible to run 
trains over it at adecent speed, the run- 


the least the South’ Australian. 


When he smiles, look out: cae 
He complained | about 9 the | nas 


ena Govannnkans makes all ye 
excuses, and will not pay it. In faet 
has not paid a copper up to date. 
honorable member for Wakefield has n 
explained why the. South Australian 
vernment has not paid the Common. 
‘wealth that money. Because it is a pay 
able concern now, the South Australia 
authorities want us to cut it out, an iy 
then sell them the machine. ey, 

Mr. RicHarp hinges ot othing of ch 
‘ea | . 

Mr. JAMES PAGE. “What alte: noes 
they doing? The South Australian Go 
vernment made a contract to do certai 
things if the Commonwealth did certain 
things, tn 

Mr. Ricwarp Tosa —Sonth ‘Ansteel 
has never broken a contract. 
Mr. JAMES: PAGE.—When the ‘Com 
monwealth did its part, the South Austr 
lian authorities began to make excuse rit 





wanted; that they wanted an sleet 
motor; rihaee they did not want a ga 
engine: and. that they did not want § S 
power. They wanted.’ 
youd do the work 


ae on now a do not want, to , 
for it. , 
that even if the South: Aneieatoue 
vernment does not pay for it, the 
monwealth Government was under: 
obligation to supply the Imperial Gove 


louie to achieve. me ne as that eS 
cerned, “te am a satisfied even af 


heh i ‘per dents 
“the Allies came. 
and © that then were She i | 
available for Port Pirie when ee wer 
not available for “anywhere ‘else. Stil! 


el 


can do is to pay their taxes. Th 
honorable member for Wakefield saysthat 
the South Australians are always. willing — 
to fulfil any bargains they make, . J 
unloaded one pared on to 








ots ae the N Nort 


it back to them, giving it to them free of 
debt, and letting them make a fresh start 
with it. That is what L would do if the 
~ South | Australian Government wo uld ike 
fae ne 


Caer ‘Pornton. __They will take it back 


on 1 those terms, 
Mr JAMES PAGE. Siphon South 








et fi ae 


goes, and I can vouch for fully 90 per 
cent. vi the men on this.side of the House 
ae: The Commonwealth will then 
know shat it has to pay, whereas under 
existing conditions God knows what it 


will cost to keep the Northern Territory 


going. 
-diture. 
Mr. Freminc.—The Minister says they 
will take it back with the debt. — 
Mz. Poynron.—No, I did not; I said 
we would accept the honorable member’ s 
| offer. | 
Mr. | JAMES <PAGE sThere’ is no 
chance of South Australia taking it back 
with the debt. If ever they were glad 
to be rid of an incubus, they were glad 
to get rid of the Northern Territory. 
‘We should not be too hard on the Wes- 


It is a veritable sink for Seen 


rae ‘Australian Government regarding 
the East-West railway. They do all they . 


_ possibly can at their end to facilitate the 
arrival and despatch of trains. Under 
existing conditions the Comtmonwealth 
‘Railway Commissioner is doing remark- 
ably well. We should not hamper him 
‘or the State Governments, because when 
that agreement was made every State in 
the Union ‘was prosperous, and revenue 
was coming in in bucketsful, 


ful. 
Mr Wists “The revenue toe day is not 
“bad, if it were not for the war. 
42 Mr. JAMES PAGE.—We have to face 
o difficulty as it presents itself to us to- 
BY 
Mr. West. fo would soon seitle the war 
b ache if I had my way. 














Gaihite to As it up with Perse Ga It 
puts” ‘me in mind of the men out: west 
when the Labour party first came into 
existence. 





| as man that was ‘ 


Noi her aiitore cot is cone 
cerned, 1 would vote to-morrow to hand 


Australia can have it so far as my vote 


whereas 
to-day: it ds coming in only in pintpots- 


Pek JAMES PACH. OTH re tea 
‘should pay its 


‘on ihe , 


-ereek, ‘i, Lilet ay raihing in his broker 
bags, was a red-hot Saeidlist and good . 


Democrat, but once he had his kidneys 


lined, and was in a permanent job on a~ 


station, he would say, ‘This Labour busi- 
ness is no good to me.” I have’.the 
greatest faith in the finances of Australia. 
to-day, as I had when, Federation was 
first consummated. I look upon this ag 
the best country under the sun, 
financially and for the 


part of what they have in other coun- 
tries. 
world. 


Home, and comparing them with prices 
here. In the English provinces the or- 


dinary commodities of life are unprocur- — 


We should oe 


able to the working people. 
not ery. “stinking fish,” The finances of 
the Commonwealth, and of every one of 
the States, are in a very buoyant econdi- 
tion, and I am looking forward to the 
great Protectionist Tariff to bringin more 
revenue than was ever brought in by any 
Revenue Tariff or, Free Trade Tariff in 


any country in the world. It is going to 
do what a lot of people have. always said 


a Protectionist Tariff would do. It will 
bring about prosperity, higher wages, 
better conditions of living, cheaper clothes 
and boots, and cheaper commodities gene- 
rally. In fact, every one will be happy 
and smiling, and we shall have three 


months’ holiday out of the twelve every — 


year. Even with only nine months’ work, 
this will be an El Dorado. 

' Mr. Rirny.—lI rise to order. On what 
part of the Estimates is the honorable 
member speaking ? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I am speaking ~ 
on the Supplementary Estimates, and I 
“ask your protection, Mr. Chairman, from 
the honorable member for wooltops. It 
is no use making a noise about this 


money, because it was spent in the finan- 
cial year 1917-18. 


mates to, come, but it is not of much use 
to talk about it. The only thing that 
concerns me is that South Australia 
taxes. The honorable 
member for Adelaide (Mr. Blundell) said 


by. interjection to-day that we were not 


going to get a “bob” out of it, yet the 
honorable member for Wakeheld tells us 


to-night. that South Australia always ce 


both. 
people in it. 
People talk-about what we have suffered, 
but we have not suffered one- thousandth : 


9h I believe there is — 
still another dose of supplementary. esti- 


We are the best-off place in the ve : 
I was reading in an English © 
paper to-day about the prices of things at 















pays ne debts. 


take ae out of. 


that? 








The Government have a pull on 
I would make 


- ce “my. way, aie 8 
| youd stop the £77,000 out of South Aus- 
- tralia’s share of the 25s. per capita pay- 
“| ments. 
the State by that means. 


South Australia pay this sum for the 


mounting of the grab in that way, and 
- then 16 them fight it out afterwards. 
If we wait much longer, there will not be 
enough population in South Australia to 
| Why the people are de- 
MS serting South Australia I do not know. © 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—Who told 70 


/ Mr. JAMES PAGE—On 


audit of the year’s accounts is. fina 20 


to Parliament for consideration ™ 


the ie ss 


D bpuation figures South Australia ee 


lose another member. 
Question resolved in the tale: 
Motion (by Mr. Poynton) agreed to— 
‘That there be eranted to His Majesty to the. 


‘Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 


That the following further sums be granted 
































now ee Sanat Sa 


service of the year 1917-18, for the purposes of - 
~ additions, new. works, buildings, &e., a further ‘ 
me sum not exceeding £2, 088. 


Home and Territories) [9.46].—I move— 


to His Ma‘esty to defray the charges for the 
 lyear 


about by the war, and to the general 


_ £50,071 and £23,274 are required 


‘1918- 19, for the several services | here- 
vnider § specified, Vizut—— \ 
e 
Payable 
Payable out of s 
— out of ifrust and| Total: 
Revenue. Loan d \ 
Funds. is 
Mae Ee thes hs 
The Parliament .. 255769 rae 1,769 
The Prime Minister’s De- |, 
“partment vac] 42,041 42,041 
The Department of the| | re 
Treasury bs 101,223 Ns 5 
Refunds of Rey entie 143,242 MARE As \ 
(244,465, 244,465 
a The Attorney- -General’ 8 Del . 
. partment ; 7,249 
The Home and poe re tie 
Department 31.564 |; 
The Denartment of Defence |  . - 
—Military vod. PAU ETS Bis Bai) os 205753 
The Department of the Navy °60)885 yes * 
Permanent Force (Sea-going) |< Bs Bagi 
be nixy t y é ee o* . 63,600 : e 
_ Naval Establishments Con- ee Ras 
tingencies ent THOOO ei) 
Wireless ade Cee Y ROBE Te dpc. 
60,885 | 61,532 | 122,417 
| The Hionartnent of Trade Tee PA oS ie 
and Customs $33,258) tony tare 133,258 
The Department. of Works Ne 
and Railways .. 28,297 en 28,297 — 
The  Postmaster-General’s Hn Beals ES Sota 
Department 2 Mg 55,120 . 55, 120 Hi 
War Services ee .. | 329,663 ha 329,663 
; ; eh Ea Ea i 
" Potal Ste) ne 1p 955,088 |. 61, 592 a 016,596 


appropriation Bor? | 
j expenditure made out of the T Bete 
Advance during the: financial _year 


ey £61. 539 is Oe an ioe Tae 


are—Postage » and — telegrams” 
office requisites (£3,190), and tem 

assistance (£52,645). As a set off 

the last amount, there was a savil g 


: ene. set under T 















ended on 30th. une, 1919... 
The practice is tl at the Supplementary 
Kstimates are pre ared as soon as the 


heen 1, 


pleted, and the Estimates are. 


possible. Hees | 





















qudeds in he Suimlamentary Estimat 





Loan ‘Funds. The expenditure 
revenue is made up as follows :—_ 
Ordinary services 
Refunds of ‘revenue . 
War expenditure 
mM SAGAN Fn 






Owing to abana conditions | 






continued increase in the cost “of serv 
the total of these Supplementar. 
mates is larger than usual. a 
items call for brief explanation. 

Under the Prime Minister’s . Dep 
ment, additional _appropriation. : 
quired in respect of cablegrams 
the Commonwealth to the ex 
£9,943. This increase is ee 
able to war conditions. 

























un 
1c 


hee 


: in the 









Oaineos ea 
Taxation Office account for : 
amount required. The principal 


(£6, 



















the salary vote of £32,240, owing tc 
manent appointments not being mz 


fore the Sah ot) the _finane 
1918-19. f 












for ue of paper and cae 






Treasury — miscellaneous, 






n nial. vane 
eb cependstine! on. “behalf 
A Adm: oe to the: nes ae . eu 


dr ed and nine roe i were Reaes above 


rey Auer iad See voted for the | 


hs was hay Hately. 


Under | ‘es Depa or Works ane 
ilways, ‘an appropriation of £11,000 is 
eq tired \to provide a eredit in the Trust. 
q dy Public Works. Plant, and Stores 
: Suspense Account. This_ ‘was, for the 
ision of stores and. plant for works 

he control of that Department. 


aad 


he Postmaster-General’s Depart- 


Pat, 


T ig sum comprises a. large number of 


4 


ems, none of avhich, bat ee eas re- 


a ds required for repatriation 
ers, ae is mainly on | account 


ds’ of Tee ee ae) 
ag ae ee. for re- 


is made ander the various De- 


. Bory ay ie £52. 000 for A 
Vie awards sept to the Postal 
partment ? Asia 

Mr 


sat “service of the. year 1918-19 for the pt 


additions, new works, Reet be, 


-sum not ‘exceeding £44,434, 


C Hesoltions reported. — 
Standing Orders suspend and, 
tutions adopted. 


Ciotion (by. Mr. few “propon 


That, towards making good the 


ia Bleed granted to His Majesty for the : 


of the year 1917-18, there be- granted: ou 
the Consolidated Revenue Fund a a Bo. 


ceeding | £742.065. 


Mr. MATHEWS Calne Bore 
[9.55].—I desire to once more refer to 
question of inyalid pensions as these a: 
tubercular and similar cases. There 


. - many unfortunate indjviduals in the co: 
s req ee. on: account. of co eneencios 


munity who, by reason of tubercular di 


ease, are unable to follow any occupation. 


/ Many of these have been in hospitals. for 


| e ne _ months or years, and only recently some 
War Se an ee amount - 


were turned out of the Austin Hospital, | 
at Heidelberg. Amongst those turned 
out are sufferers who have parents 

receipt of wages which at one time were 
considered large, but are not so considered 
now. Unless parents who find themself 

unable to support the sufferers turn them 


ee ~. out into the streets, invalid ensions 
_ referred to, E 


not granted. 
Mr. Poynton. a) think that is ard! 


correct. 


Reged ‘Side | ilaiine 
itions, New Works, and Build-- 

Z total amount asked for. is 
The main items are :—Darwin- 
River Railway, ~eapital ex- 
construction and ex- 


A ielseenghee| and telephones, 


ene a. is made: up Of 


a: ten a 
services, £4 13, DDT ¥ war ser-. 
40; Tier cee &e.,, 


g a ounts were < 


Mr. MATHEWS. —It is a fact, Be: 


has ah Geaurstes aides my MP 
Se ase In. receipt of a wage of £4 T 
ildren 
some. are Nenenionts pbhaies mast: 
pendent, whilst the eldest is eae 
les aes 


onaes: sis gre are willing ee i 
him a shelter he cannot secure a ‘pension 
The only way to obtain @ pension, as 


say, is for the parents to put. the suffer 


‘on the streets. If that be done, they 
ce to ay. in. ae street, or, be te 





















or four hours. 


_ Stoner has that power. 
pleased to inquire into any typical cases 
. Wee before me. 


my notice in the last two months. 


For years [ 


their merits. 
Mr. Poynton.—I think the Ctenitis: 
I shall be only too 


~ Mr. Tupor.—The case 
member for Melbourne Ports (Mr. 
Mathews) is referring to is that of a man, 
with both lungs affected, who was turned 


out of a hospital, 


Meco MATHEWS.—I have had five 
similar cases of hardship brought under 
‘Some 
years ago 8s. a day might have been con- 


Sidered a fair wage, but now 16s. is worth 
no more than 8s. was then. 


We still base 


the power of the parent to maintain his 
children on the rate of the old cost of 


living. It is no pleasure to me to be con- 


tinually bringing these cases before the 
_ House, but there are so many that they 


; cannot be neglected. 


according to the spirit of the Act that a 
_ Parent should be compelled to throw his 


invalid children on the street in order. 
that they may obtain a pension. 


If the 


_ Minister (Mr. Poynton) will promise that 


such cases will be considered in view of 


~ the present high cost, of Aye di ball be 
' satisfied. 


- into any case laid before me, and see what, 
- ean be done. . | 
_ Mr. MATHEWS.—In the case of one 
_ sufferer—a man twenty-eight years of age 





Mr. Pornton.—l promise to inquire 


\ 


—I told him, in, perhaps, a brutal way, 
that in order to obtain a pension he had 
better sit down in the gutter and let the 
police arrest him. 

Mr. Poynron.-Does the honorable 
member mean to say that if a child is 


crippled the parents have to turn it out 


into the street. before a pension can be 
obtained ? 

Mr. 
parents are earning anything like® £3 10s. 
or £4 a week. I have fought the matter 
out with the Victorian Deputy Commis- 


sioner, and I believe that all the Deputy 


Commissioners have endeavoured to deal 
with such cases in the spirit of the Act, 
but find *it impossible. 


. T am sure that there ‘is cee 
- not a member in the House who has not. 
heard of cases of the sort. < rs [ 

understood that the Commissioner had 


‘Special powers to deal with such cases on i as ae pee 


night, when we were discussing the War 
out the unfairness of | sending soldiers to. 


sal ican ean n'a civilian patients were removed to make 


‘a ward into another part of the hospital, — 
where I was informed the wards were in- f: 


should be done to both soldiers and — 


forty patients were not sent out into ga ‘ 
street, as the newspapers made it appear, © 


It certainly is not 


asked to-day was— 


MATHEWS.—That is’ so, a the’. >, 


_ course of a few months similar camps wi 
be held at Broadmeadows, Seymour, “a 


the time the scandal arose at Liverpoo 


failure of the organization at Broad 
I took cases to. ; 


Mr. Collins, when he was Secretary to 
_ the ee and rey Be Commissioner ie 





TUDOR (Yarra) a 4 Eye! 


Ny 


Mr. 
Pensions Appropriation Bill, I pointed 
the Austin Hospital for Incurables while — : 
room for them. I gave all parc 


connected with the civilian patients, and — 
stated that forty had been removed fromn 


sanitary. My anxiety was that justice 


civilians. The secretary to the hospital 
is anxious to have it made clear that the 


























fiotien I. know some were sent out. ne 
make this explanation in order that. no 
stigma may rest. upon the hospital. = 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[10.3].—I wish ‘to refer to an answer I 
received to-day to a question in reference 
to the administration of the Liverpool 
Camp in 1918. It is evident that th 
charge made by some honorable members 
that the officers of the Department are 
not entirely frank with the Minister is” 
sometimes well founded. ‘The uaa ae a 


What steps have been taken to give affect 
to the recommendations of Major Goucher in 
his report in November, 1918, te the train. 
ing camp ,at Liverpool? a, | 


The answer was— ae 
No recommendations were “made by Maj 
Goucher— 

That, I believe, is correct, but the answe 
goes on— 


This officer was detailed | to report on erie n 
allegations regarding a camp of training ¢ 
Liverpool, and his report showed that th 
statements were grossly untrue. ae rte 


This is a camp for trainees, and in oe 





elsewhere. It is rather curious tha 





similar complaints were made as to t 


meadows. 


In July, 1918, 


cided to hold the camp on 2nd ‘Sex 
ber, 


, There Were, oy mor 



































country is disbursing large sums by way 
of salary to men who are regarded as effi- 
-clent, and yet the health and the lives a 
teas ee ae camp “it was ind these trainees are jeopardized because of 
t there were insufficient tents to thouse the failure of certain responsible official, 
m. The tents were deficient in num- to do their simple duty. Aes 
ber and gear, some being without flies, Mr. Lister, CW hed did this jocunen 
and some without poles. Blankets were Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—In 1918. 
Snot issued until between 6.30 and 8.30 Mr. Lisrer.—aAnd is the incident only 
pm.—they had not been received in now being ventilated? 
me. The lads arrived in camp, alter a Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. ALCo ane 
earisome journey, at 11.50 am., 12.15 not; but my purpose in calling attention | 
m., and 3 p.m. No food was available to these matters again is to insure, i 
r them until about 3 o'clock. — There possible, that they shall not be repeated 
as no salt for nearly a week, and meals this year, The reply of the Department, 
ere cooked without it. There was no when inquiries were made, was that there 
issue of firewood, and the lads were sent was nothing to worry about, and that the 
There were ee dhs. of officer appointed to make ‘investigations 
had reported that all was well. ‘Yet the 
es for 6 300 men; yet no straw was | occurrences upon which that officer was 
aa available for the lads to sleep on for seve- required to report were exactly those 
val days after the camp opened. No JT have just indicated, If our lads are — 
| vegetables were available until the even- to be subjected to treatment such as this, : 
ng of the second day. Tent boards were the sooner we close: the training camps 
not available, and the lads had to sleep the better. We are sowing in the minds — 
on the bare ground, without straw, and of the rising generation a hatred of mile “ 
i oe a blanket beneath them. Colonel tary training and preparation. Con- 
i let reported that it was not until ditions of discomfort and danger were 
the 14th—twelve days after the camp natural enough in the emergencies of 
commenced—that the equipment was war, but they are not such as our young ~ 
~ complete. After the camp the principal Australian trainees should be compelled 
medical officer reported that during the to submit to in times of peace. This 
. che, of the thirty days’ training the camp was in the vicinity of a great city, 
tents had not been struck or the ground and such of the necessary facilities as — 
aired, and he. ordered this to be done were not available within the camp itself 
‘before another batch of trainees was- could have been speedily requisitioned. 
brought’ there. Another report states There was, in fact, no excuse for the 
_ that, without doubt, a great deal of sick- camp being conducted as it was, and it 
ness was caused by the want of proper is reasonably certain that that lad lost 














% 

















_ Redding, flooring, and blankets. © One his life because of the failure of certain — 
dad died of ‘meningitis—part of the camp. officers responsible to do their work as 
was known as “Meningitis Flat” during they should have done., As a 
the early days of the war—ten days after matter of fact, they. altered the 










a seed return from camp. There was a date of the youth’s death one week, 
similar scandal at Broadmeadows. Some 1 order to place it a little further away 
“honorable members, who -have been from the day on which he left camp. 
through the rigours of the war, evidently Not only at this camp, but at Broad- 
~ look upon. these matters lightly ; but I meadows also, the health and lives of 
- desire honorable members to understand trainees were in jeopardy. Yet the offi- 
La the objects of these camps and the con- cers responsible have not only been re- 

ditions under which they are conducted. tained in the service, but have escaped 

- These young men were taken out of Without reproof—indeed, with a white-— 
comfortable homes, and out of the washing report. The whole cireum, 
ines, and were subjected to disabilities stances Gnade an utter disregard for the 
‘which I have just indicated quite un- welfare of trainees and absolute neglect 


fone ee and oe because of the on the part of responsible officials. 
| hope steps will be taken to see that the 


! work of eine, for the Sadia is 1 





















TOF: 





Adjournment. 





| Fils put in hand in ample time, and 
that it is placed under the control of 


capable officers. And if there should be 


any further scandals I trust that those - 
. responsible will be no longer retained in 
‘the service, oth 


Question acotved | in the affirmative. 
Resolution, together with remaining re- 


solutions of Ways and Means ee 


Supply, reported 


resolutions of 
adopted, 


Ordered— 


.. That Mr. Poynton and Mr. Wise do prepare 
and bring in Bills to carry out the foregoing 


resolutions, 


_ SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


The following Bills were presented by 
- Mr. Poynron, and on his motion passed. 
through all stages without amendment :— 


Supplementary Appropriation Bill 1917-18. 

Supplementary Appropriation (Works and 
Buildings) Bill 1917-18. 

Supplementary Appropriation Bill 1918-19, 

Supplementary Appropriation (Works and 
Buildings) me 1918-19." f 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Om AgremmMrent Britt: 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Minister for 
Home and . Territories) : [10.21].—T 





‘That the House do now adjourn. 
In submitting the motion, I should like 


_to thank honorable members for their 
courtesy in allowing the financial Bills 
to be disposed of so expeditiously. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [10.22]. 


1 was not in the House when the de- 
bate on the second reading of the Oil 


Agreement Bill was postponed.. 
Mr. Tupor.—The resumption of the de- 


- bate i is set down. for Tuesday. 


_peaPensen Tat ATIVES.] 


very iinoe tat on and shall eo 
back here until Wednesday, and I should — 
like to ask whether it would inconveni- — 


promise without cone ey the’ Prime — 
Minister (Mr. Hughes). 


the oil industry of the whole of the Com-— 
| second-reading speech. 


ean be done 


fifteen years or for all time. 


- the debate to be resumed to-morrow. 








ence the Government to resume the de- 

bate on the second reading of this Bill 

on Wednesday instead of on Tuesday. 
Mr. Poynron.—I could not make that 








¥ 


Mr. Tupor.—Will the Minister subale 
the request to the Prime Minister? _ 

Mr. Poynron.—I can undertake to do We 
that. a 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. The fol Agree: ” 


ment Bill deals with one of the most im- | 


portant matters that this House will have 








to deal with for some time. It concerns 








monwealth. It is impossible for us to dis- 
cuss the agreement until we have had an 
opportunity to read the Prime ea 


Mr. Poynron.—I will submit — ane 4 





honorable member’s request to the Prime — 
Minister, and see whether what he asks f 


[2 










Mr. Tupor. —Onee we confirm. 


: the 
Mr. Wisz.—The Prime Minister wishé 


would ask that the debate shine ihe 
sumed to-morrow would be simply in- 
sulting the 
However, I shall have an opperralagns a 
speaking on the Bill on my hela from _ 
Tasmania. | . 

Question resolved in the affirmativ 


House adjourned at 10.25 p.m. i 
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